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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, a9th August, 18S1. 

Retolvtd, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor General, 
praying he will be pleased to direct that Copies of all Octrou, Deeds of Concesnon 
or Grants made, and to be found in the Archives or Public Records of the Province, 
of the various Fiefs and Seigniories in "Nouvelle Frimce," or Canada, from tlie earliest 
settlements thereof to the cession of the same in 1763, by the Crown of France to 
Great Britain, and also of those made since that period, be translated into English, 
printed and distributed in both languages, with all convenient despatch, among the 
Members of the Legislature, and to the several Municipalities throughout the Pro- 
vince, for public information, together vrith all such legal opinions, official and 
public documents relating to the Seigniorial or Feudal Tenure, or to the commutation 
or abolition thereof, of which tlie Executive Government maybe possessed, and which 
His Excellency may deem necessary to the proper understanding of the relative 
rights of Seigniors and Censitaires ; and to assure His Excellency that this House 
will make good any expense that may be incurred in consequence of his com[>liance 
with the present Address. 

Ordered, 

That the said address be presented to His Excellency by such mcmbei-s of tliis 
Houae as are of the Honorable Council of this Province. 



W. B. LiNDSAY, 

Clk. Assy. 
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[Establisbmsnt of the Canada Company, 16^7 k 1628.J 

Act for the e*tabluhment qf the Compatty of the Hundred Aitociatetjbr the trade of 
Caaada, a/iUaining the articles granted to the said company by the Cardinal de 
RKhdieu, the Zlth aprU 1627." 

The king', being desirous now, as the late king Henry the Great, his father, here- 
tofore was, of caudng to be eonght out and discovered in the lands, regions and coun- 
tries of New-France, called Canada, some fit and proper place for the establishment of 
a colony, ibr the purpose, with divine assistance, of introducing to the people who in- 
habit the same the knowledge of the Only God, cause them to be dvilized and in- 
structed in the Catholic, Apostolic and Aoman Heligion and Faith ; his Eminence the 
Cardinal of Richelieu, Grand Master, Chief and general Superintendaut of the trade 
and manu&ctures of France, being obliged by the duties of his office to forward the 
pious intentions and designs of their Majesties, the kings above named, has deemed 
that the only means of introducing these people to the knowledge of the only God. 
is to people these regions with french bom catholics, who will by their example dispoee 
the people to embrace the christiau religion and to lead a dvilized life, and by estab- 
lishing therein the royal aathoiity, be the means of creatinf^, in his said newly dis- 
covered regions, some trade which may become advsnt^eoua to His Migesty's subjects. 

Nevertheless the persons to whom these objects have been entrusted have been so 
little zealous in their accomplishment, that, even now, but one settlement has been 
effected, in which forty or fifty firench subjected are mdntaioed, rather for the interest of 
traders, than for the benefit aiid furtherance of^£he,Ju»g^ service in the said country; 
and 80 little asdstance have these seUlements recdved iq> to Uie present moment, that 
various complaints have been made to the king in coundl, and the cultivation of tJie 
country has been So little advanced, that if the surplna of grain and other commodities, 
necessary for so small a number of individuals had not been brought annually, these 
people would have perished from hunger, inasmuch as they had not wherewith to sub- 
sist upon for a month afterlhe period at which the vessel usually arrived evety year. 

Those also who have up to the present period obtained for themselves all the trade 
of the said country, have had so little demre or have had bo little power of settling and 
cultivacing it, that in the course of fifteen years, during which their privilege was to 
endure, it was not their intention to bring into the country more than eighteen men ;— 



* Harare Pnnf oifl, Tol. XIV, Port II, page 333,— and Memoin on Iha poiSDii 
VoL Hi, p^ 3M. 



End although they have now had their charter for the last seven years, they have not 
up to this period performed any of the duties, or complied with any of the charges they 
had taken upon themselves, — for although they are obliged to carry each of those who 
are desirous of going to the said coimtry called New-France for thiity-six li\Tes, ne- 
vertheless they have become so intractable, and they have so fiightened the french who 
were desirous of living in that coimtry, that although it seems that trading with the 
indians is permitted them, nevertheless such are the restrictions imposed, that if, by 
their labor, they have a bushel of wheat above what they require for their own con- 
sumption, it is not permitted them to assist french subjects, or others who may require 
it, v\rith the same, and they are obliged to give it up to those who are privileged to carry 
on trade there, nor are they allowed to give it to those who could bring from France 
the necessaries of life and supply them with the same. 

These abuses having so increased, his Eminence the Cardinal has deemed it incum- 
bent upon him to apply a remedy, and in correcting such abuses, thereby following up 
the intentions of His Majesty, and acting in such way as, — assisting in the conversion of 
these people and" establishing a powerful colony in that province ; — New-France, with 
all its dependencies, may once for all become a possession of the crown \vithout danger 
of its being taken -away from the french by the king's enemies, as might be the case if 
precautionary measures were not taken against such a contingency. Wherefore, after 
having examined different proposals in relation to this matter, and it being ascertained 
that there were no other means of colonizing the said countiy but by a revocation of 
the privileges heretofore granted to Guillaume de Caen and his associates, by reason of 
their being contrary to His Majesty's intentions, his said Eminence the Cardinal re- 
quested the sieurs de Roquemont, Houel, Lataignant, Dablon, Duchesne and Castillon 
to enter into an extensive association for that object, and for that purpose to assemble 
together, and to submit notes for the basis of such an association, — Which having been 
by them effected, they undertook and bound themselves, unto his said Eminence the 
Cardinal, to form a company of one hundred associates, and to do their utmost to colo- 
nize New-France, commonly called Canada, according to the articles hereinafter stated, 
while his said Eminence the Cardinal hath granted to the said de Roquement, Houel, 
Lataignant, Dablon, Duchesne and Castillon, as well for themselves as for others con- 
cerned, making up one hundred associates, for the establishment of the said company 
for the purposes of the said colony ; and in virtue of the powers vested in him, his said 
Eminence the Cardinal hath consented to and granted the execution of the said arti- 
cles, subject to the approval of His Majesty, in manner and form following : 

I. That is to say, that the said de Roquemont, Houel, Lataignant, Dablon, Du- 
chesne and Castillon, as well for themselves as for others their associates, making up 
the number of one hundred, wdll undertake to carry over to New-France aforesaid, 
in the course of the ensuing year 1628, two or three hundred men of all trades, and 
during the next fifteen years to increase that number to four thousand of either sex, 
which fifteen years shall be completed in the year 1643, to provide board and lodging 
and all things generally which may be necessary to life, dming three years only, after 
which period the said associates will be discharged, if they so desire it, from the ob- 
ligation of provifing for them, by giving to them a sufficient quantity of cleared land 



to enable tliem to support themselves, with the nocesaary wheat to sow them for tha 
first time, and to live upon the same until the next ensuing crop, or otherwise to pro- 
vide for them in such way that they may, by their labor and industry, subust in the said 
country and support themselves. 

II. Without nevertheless, its being lawful for the said associates and others, to 
carry over any foreigner to the said colony, but to people the same vrith natural 
bom french subjects, professing the catholic religion; — it being enjoined upon those who 
shall be in authority in New-France, to cause the present article to bo rigidly exe- 
cuted according to its tenor and form, without suffering any contravention to the same, 
for any cause or upon any occasion whatsoever, upon pain of answering for euch con- 
travention in their own names and personally. 

III. In every settlement made by the said associates, there shall be, for the pur- 
pose of converting the savage tribes and of affording the consolations of religion to 
the french who shall have settled in New-France aforesaid, at ieast three Ecclesiastics, 
which the said associates shall be bound to lodge, to provide with the means of sub- 
sistence, ornaments and generally with every thing necessary to life and for the exer- 
cise of their ministry, during the said fifteen years, unless the said associates shall 
prefer giving to the said Scclesiastics cleared lands sufficient for their subsistence ; — 
Moreover, a greater number of Ecclesiaeiica, if deemed necessary, and if found expe- 
dient by the s^d company, shall be sent out to New-France, either for the said settle- 
ments or for the missions ; the whole at the expense of the said associates during tha 
said period of fifteen years; and after the expiration of the said period, His Majesty 
wUl have recourse to the charity and devotion, as well of such of the said associates 
as of the fr«nch who maybe in the said country, who will be exhorted abundantly to 
support, as well the said Ecclesiastics as all others who shall go over to New-France 
for the purpose of laboring for the salvation of souls, 

IV. And for the purpose of repaying to the said company the heavy expenses and 
advances necessary to be made by the said company, for the purposes of the settle- 
ment of the said colony and the support and preservation of the same. His Majesty 
will grant to the said associates, their heirs and assigns forever, in full property, with 
right of seigniory, the fort and settlement of Quebec, with all the country of New- 
France called Canada, all along the coast, from Florida, which the predecessors of His 
Majesty have caused to be settled, ranging the sea shore as far as the Arctic circle for 
latitude, and in longitude from the Island of Newfoundland, towards the west, as 
far as the Great Lake called fresh water sea and beyond, together vrith the lands 
within, and along the rivers which pass therein and discharge themselves in the river 
called Saint Lawrence, otherwise the Great Kiver of Canada, and in all other rivers 
which carry them towards the sea, together also vrith the lands, mines and minerals, 
the said mines nevertheless to be used in compliance with the terms of the ordinance, 
ports and harbors, rivers, ponds, islets and islands, and generally all that extent of the 
said country, in length and in breadth, and beyond as far as it vrill be possible to ex- 
tend and to make knovra the name of His Majesty, — His Majesty merely reserring 
the right of Fealty and Homage, which shall he rendered to him and to hia royal sue- 
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cessors by the said associates or by one of them, with a gold crown weighing eight 
marks, upon each mutation of the crown, and the appointment of the officers of the 
royal court, who shall be named and presented by the said associates, when it shall be 
deemed proper to establish such court : with permission to the said associates to cast 
cannon, balls, to make weapons offensive and defensive of every description, make gun- 
powder, erect and fortify fortresses, and generally do in the said coimtry every thing 
which may be necessary, either for the safety of the said coimtry, or for the preserva- 
tion of its commerce. 

V. It vrill be lawful for the said associates to improve and ameliorate the said 
lands as they may deem it necessary, and distribute the same to those who will inha- 
bit the said country and to others, in such quantities and in such mamier as they will 
think proper; to ^ve and grant them such titles and honors, rights and powers as 
they may deem proper, essential and necessary according to the quality, condition and 
merits of the individuals, and generally upon such charges, reserves and conditions 
as they may think proper. And nevertheless, in case of the erection of any duchy, 
marquisate, county and barony. His Majesty's letters of confirmation shall be obtained 
upon the application of his said Eminence the grand-master, chief and general super- 
intendant of the trade and navigation of France. 

VI. And to the end that the said associates may enjoy what vnll be given and 
granted to them, fully and peaceably. His Majesty will revoke any gift which may 
have been made of the said lands, or any part or parcel of the same. 

VII. Furthermore, His Majesty will grant to the said associates for ever, the 
trade of all leathers, furs and peltries of New-France aforesaid, for a period of 
fifteen years only, to conmience on the first day of January 1628, and to finish on the 
last day of December in the year 1643, and all other trade either by sea or by land which 
may be made and carried on in any way or manner whatsoever, throughout the said 
country, and in so far as the same may be extended, with the exception however of 
cod and whale fishery only, which His Majesty desires should be open to all his sub- 
jects, — any concession contrary to the grant above mentioned being hereby revoked 
as well as the privileges granted to Guillaume de Caen and his co-partnera; and for 
these purposes His Majesty vnll forbid the said trading, as well to the said de Caen as 
to his other subjects, upon pain of confisca^on of the vessels and merchandize therein, 
the effects so confiscated to belong to the said company; and his Eminence the grand- 
master, will not grant any leave, passport or permission to any but to the said asso- 
ciates, to go to and trade in the said country, or any part thereof. 

VIH. It will nevertheless be lawful for jfrench subjects settled in the said countriea 
with their families, and who will not be supported and maintained by said company, 
to trade freely vnth the Indians, provided that the beaver obtained by them be after- 
wards sold to the said company or to their clerks or agents, who vrill [be bound to 
purchase the same at the rate of forty sols toumais each. His Majesty will forbid 
such trade with any other persons, on pain of confiscation likewise; provided the 



■aid company ifaBll not be bound ta pay forty to/i for each beavvr ■kin, if it ba~ not 
good and merchantable. 

IX. Hia Majes^ will further give to the said company two veaaels of war, of two 
or three hundreid tons, armed, equipped and ready for sea, without however being 
victualled, which vessels being now in the harbors of shall as soon as possible 
be, by Hb Majesty, made ready for aea, and made over to the said company, or to 
their agents, to be by the said company hereafter kept in order and employed for their 
benefit and advantage: and in the event of the deterioration of the said veaaels, from 
any cause whatsoever, save and except the case of the said vessels being taken by 
His Majesty's enenues, in open war&re, the said company will be obliged to substitute 
others in their place, sndi other vessela to be kept in a Jit and proper state for tho ad- 
vantage of the said company. 

X. It hath been further stipulated that in the event of the sud company failing ta 
carry over, in ten years of the said fifteen, fifteen hundred french suI^ectB of either 
sex, the said company, by way of indemnity for the non execution of the said stipu- 
lation, will pay over to His Majesty the value of the said vessels, as ascertained by 
evaluation at the time; and further, if widiin the remaining five years of the said 
fifteen, the said company fails to carry overthe remainder of the men and women under- 
taken to be carried over as aforesaid, save and except (as already said) the case of the 
s^d vessels being taken by His Majesty's enemies, the amount of indemnity aa and for 
the value of the said vessels shall be taken out of the iimda of the said company, if 
Buch funds be sufiicient, and in the event of such insufficiency, the balance remaining 
unpaid shall be levied upon each of the associates in equal proportions, without any 
jmnt liabiUty between them, and in such vray that eadt of them shall pay a one-hun- 
dreth part and no more, and the said company shall be deprived of the benefit of the 
trade granted them by these presents, 

XI. The said company will man the said vessels with such commanders, soldiers 
and solars as they will deem proper; the said commanders, upon being so named by 
the company, nevertheless taking their commisdons and appointment from Hia Ma- 
jesty, such command to invest them with authority throughout New-France aforesaid, 
in the absence of his Eminence the grand-master, as also in all the forts and fortresses 
already erected, or which will be by them erected hereafter for the safety of the said 
country. Neither His Majesty or his royal successors shall confer the powers of com- 
mand except upon such of die said company, aa shall by his Eminence the grand- 
master be selected from the number presented to His Majesty every three 
years, by the said company; the said cbie& and commanders shall be sworn by his aaid 
Eminence the grand-master. With respect to such other vessels as may be employed 
by the said company, it will be lavrful for them to employ, in the ordinary way, such 
commanders as they may think proper. 

XII. Hia Majesty vri.ll give to the said company four culverinea of cast metal, 
which were heretofore granted to the company of the Moluccas, and which have been 
nnce received by the said Caen from the late sieur Muiaion de Rouen, to be naed in 
the navigstioB of N^w-France. 
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XIII. And the further to induce the rabjects of His Mijesty to eangrate to the 
said country, and to establish therein all sorts of manufactures. His Majesty will per- 
mit that all the artisans, which the said company bind themselves to send to the said 
country, and who shall have exercised their trade and industry in New-France afore- 
said, during six yeans, may be, if they desire to return to this kingdom, reputed mas- 
ters of their arts respectively, and may be allowed openly to exercise their trades in 
Paris and other cities, by producing an authentic certificate of their having exercised 
their trades in the said place; and to this effect, every year, at the period of each de- 
parture, there will be deposited in the office of the Admiralty, a list of the persons so 
sent to New-France by the said company. 

XIV. And whereas merchandize of any kind whatever, imported from the said 
coimtry, and more particularly from New-France afoi*esaid, will be the product of the 
industry of french subjects. His Majesty will, for a period of fifteen years, exempt 
such merchandizes firom New-France aforesaid, from the payment of any duties what- 
ever, though they be carried in, brought to and sold in this kingdom. 

XV. His Majesty will also declare all munitions of war, provisions, and other 
things necessary for the victualling of any expedition sent to New-France, free and 
exempt of any imposts and duties whatever, during the said period of fifteen years. 

XVI. Any person or persons of any rank and quality, ecclesiastics, noblemen, 
officers and others, vrill be permitted to enter in the said company, without derogating 
fixnn the privileges of their order; and the said company, if they think fit, may re- 
ceive among them, associates who may ofier themselves hereafter, to the number of 
one himdred more, if so many there be, and in case that amongst the associates there 
should be any that are not of noble origin, His Majesty will grant patents of nobility 
to twelve of the said associates, who will enjoy in fiiture the privileges of nobility, as 
also their children bom or to be bom in lawful wedlock; and to this effect. His Ma- 
jesty will deliver to the said associates twelve patents of nobility, signed, sealed and 
delivered in blank, such blanks to be filled up with the names of twelve of the said 
associates ; and the said patents will be distributed by his Eminence the Cardinal and 
grand-master to those indicated by the said company. 

XVII. His Majesty will order and declare that the children of french subjects 
who shall settle in the said country, and also the indians who will be brought to a 
knowledge of the christian faith, and who will profess the same, will be considered 
and reckoned natural born subjects of France, and as such vrill be allowed to settle 
in France whenever they please, acquire property therein, make vrills, inherit, accept 
donations and legacies, in the same manner as those bora in France, without being 
obliged to take letters of naturalization. 

. XVIU. In case of civil or foreign war, which would impede the execution of these 
articles^ Wm Majesty will grant to the said company, such an extension of time, as will 
be advised by His Majesty in council. 

XIX. His Majesty will cause to be issued, and notice thereof given in such places 
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U nay ba zeqwnter ^ letters necessary for the due execuidon (^ the above aiticles; 
Biad ia case of any oppotitioii to audi nptificadoo. His Majesty will reserve to hims^ 
cognizance of such matter, 

XZ. If the said e<»upaiiy hereafter think it oecesBary to explain or extend any uf 
the above articles, and to add new ones, upon their demand to His Majesty to that 
effect, provisioa will be made according to the exigencies of the case. His Majesty 
will also grant to the siud company the right of framing such articles of association, 
as diey will tlunk necessary for the maintenance of th^r society, regulodons and ordin< 
ances, which being approved of by his Eminence the grand-master, authorized by His 
Majesty, and registered where need may be, shall be hereafter strictly observed and 
kept according to tfadr tenor aad ftvm, as well by the said company, as by those who 
inhabit or may hereafter inhabit New-France aforesaid. 

Made at Paris, the twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand six hundred and 
twenty-seveiL 

(Signed) ARMAND CARDINAL DE RICHELIEU, 

DE ROQUEMONT, 
HOUEL, 
As well fcH' myself as for ihe said Duchebne and Lataionant, 
DABLON, 

Trustee of Dieppe, and 
CASTILLON. 



[24 Febmary, 1663, Cons. Sup. Reg. A, Fol. 1. Ro.J 

DeUiaviimu of tie Cam,pam.y ^ New-Franeejitr the Mirrmder of Camdat* IS» JCm* 

Ckrutmt Maje^y. 

The company of New-Fruice, being iidbrnied that the king ia willing to tska po»> 
Besaioii c^ the constry and smgniory of New-France, and having deliberated t^ratt. 
what should be done in. this important nntter, after a naeti^ the meat niinwiOM poi^ 
nble, have detemaned and resolved, in order to ^ve proof of their profound respect 
and entire sabndsBoa t» the wishes of His Hi^oty, Hut the direetoia lad aecBStary 
of the saxd oonqtsny do, as much as it is in their power, as well for tke. assowtHes pre- 
sent OB fbr those who are absent, surrender in the hands of Ht» Majesty, the prvperty 
and aaigDory of the said cnmtry belongii^ to the said company, to be disposed of by 
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His Majesty according to his pleasure, relying upon his justice and equity for the 
grant of an indemnity for the expenses incurred by the said company, for the benefit 
and advantage of the said country. 

Executed at the office of the company, Saturday the twenty-fourth day of Feb- 
ruary 1663. 

(Signed) PEKIGNY, FLEURIAU, 

ROBINEAU. DEFORTELLE, 

ROY, COBERST. 
DE CHAMPFLOUR, CASOT, 

DE FAUCAMP. DE JOUY. 

FROTTfi, DE BECANCOUR, 

BORDIER, HOBIER, 
DUVERDIER. 



[24 February 1663. — ^Entered Cons. Sup. Reg. A, Fo. 1, Ro.J 

Extract Jrom the deliberatians of the Company of New-France, — Surrender and cessitm 

of Canada to the King by the Company of New-France, 

This day have appeared before the undersigned. His Majesty's notaries, Mr. Octave 
P^rigny, His Majesty's councillor in his coimcil, president at the Parliament of Paris, 
residing in Paris aforesaid, master of the Temple, St. Anastase street, parish of St. 
Germain, Francois Robineau, esquire, sieur de Fortelle, residing in Paris, in du Bourg 
street, master of the Temple, parish of St. Nicholas, Mr. Charles Fleuriau, seignior 
of Arm^nouville, councillor, secretary of the king, house and crown of France, and of 
finances, residing in Paris, dela Verrerie street, parish of St. John, Antoine Roy, 
esquire, councillor, secretary of the king, house and crown of France and of his 
^Jnances, residing in Paris, parish of St. Paul, interested in and director of the said 
company, and Antoine Cheffitult sieur de la Rignardidre, advocate in parliament, re- . 
aiding in Paris, Ste. Croix de la Bretonnidre street, parish of St. John aforesaid, secre- 
tary of the company of New-France, expressly convened and assembled for these pre- 
sents at the office of the said company, in the house of the said sieur Chefiault above 
named, who, being infijrmed that His Majesty is willing to take possession of the pro- 
perty and seigniory of New-France, belonging to tha said company, have, in conse- 
quence of the deliberations of the said company had this day, in order to give proof 
of their profound respect and entire submission to the vnshes of His Majesty, prayed 
and hereby pray His Majesty to accept of the surrender which they hereby make, in 
so far as they are authorized to do so, in their respective qualities, as well in their 
o^sm names as inithe name of their associates in the said company, for the benefit of 
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His Majesty, of the prqierty «oi seigmdiy of New-France, to Iw diaposed of bj Bit 
Majesty as he may see fit, Telying upon his justice and eqni^ for the grant of an In^ 
demnity equivaleat to the expenses incurred by the said company, for the settlement 
and benefit of the said country; — of all which the said parties have required act from 
the undersigned notaries, which has been granted them at th^r office aforesaid, in the 
year 1663, the twenty-fourth day of February In the forenoon, and the said assooatea 
have signed with us the said undersigned notaries. 

N. B.— The signatures have not been inserted, the same being illegible by reascM 
of the deteriorated state of the doctmient. 



[Entered Cons. Sup. Fol. 2, Ro.[ 

Acceptation by tke King <^ the tvrrender or abandonment by the taid company of Ne»- 
France. 

Louis, bv the grace op God, kino of France and Navabbb, 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

Since it has pleased the Almighty to restore peace to our kingdom, nothing has so 
much occupied our mind as |the restoration of commerce, the source and principl* 
of that wealth which we are so desirous to procure by all means for our subjects; and 
as the principal and most important part of this commerce is to be found in our fo- 
reign colonies, belbre We resolve to establish any new ones. We have thou^t it ne- 
cessary to maintMn, protect and increase those already estaUished; and for these rea- 
sons. We have inquired particularly into the state of die country called New-Franco, 
vdiich the late king, our glorious predecessor and father, had granted to a company 
composed of one hundred associates, in the year 1628. But instead of finding that 
thu country is settled as it ought to be, after so long an occ(q>ation thereof by our 
But^ects, We have learned with regret that not only the number of its inhalntanta b 
very limited, but tliat they are every day exposed to be expelled by the Iroquois; 
againrt which evil it is necessary to provide, and conradering that the said company 
is nearly exdna by the voluntary retirement of most of its associates, and that ths 
few remaining associates have not the means of maintaimng diat coontiy, and of send- 
ing thereto the necessary troops and settlers, both to defend and settle the same. We 
have resolved to vdthdraw it fivm the hands of the said company, after having, thfl 
said associates, upon deliberation had in their office, named and appointed th^r prin- 
inpal ofiicers to execute the deed of surrender and cesMon in our &vour, which deeds 
havftbeen executed the 34th day of February last, and are hereunto annexed, under 
dte seal of our chancery. For these and other reasons us thereunto moving. Wo 
have ordered and declared, and We do hereby coder and declare, will, and it !s our 
{deasnrs, that all rights of property, justice, seigmory, ri^t to appoint to offices of 
the govermuent, to i^tpeint lieutonants general in tlie said bonntry, to name officers' 
to administer sover^gn jonice, and all and every other rigfata granted by our moit ' 
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honored and glorious predecessor and &ther, by the treaty of the 29th April 1628; 
be and the same are hereby reunited to our crown, to be hereafter exercised in our 
name by the officers that We shall appoint in this behalf; and We do hereby require 
and order our well beloved and trusty councillors, holding our court in our Parlia- 
ment of Paris, that they do cause these presents to be read, published and registered, 
and the same to execute and follow according to their form and tenor, for such is our 
royal pleasure; — and to insure the authenticity of these presents. We have caused our 
seal to be hereimto affixed, saving our own and the rights of others in matters not 
connected with these presents. 

Given at Paris, in the month of March, in the year of our Lord 1663, and of our 
reign the twentieth. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

By the King's command, 

DE ROMERIE. 

And on the one side is written visa Seguer, to be used for the letters of surrender 
of the right of property of New-France to the crown, and sealed with the great seal. 

Compared with the originals both on parchment and on paper by the midersigned 
notaries, the 22d day of April one thousand six hundred and sixty-three. 

(Signed) LEBGEUF bt JOUIN, 

MEZY, 

FRANCOIS, 

'[, Bishop of Petree. 



(May 1664. — Entered Cons. Sup. Fol. 14, Ro.] 
EstidflMMent of ike West India CknwpaMy, 

LeUISi BY THE GRACE OF Gk)D, KING OF FrANPE AND NaVARRE, 

To all whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

The peace whidi our Realm now enjoys, having given us the means of applying 
ottraetves to the restoration of commerce. We have thought that the commerce of the 
colonies and navigation are the only true means of placing it upon the same foot 
ing as it is in foreign countriesj ;— fin* this end and to induce our subjects to form power- 
ful asaoGtations, We have promised them such extensive advantages, that it is to be 
hoped all those who take an interest in the wel&re of this our Realm, and who are 
desirous of acquiring wealth by legitimate and honorable means, will willingly enter 
thndn, wfaidi We have wilb pteasure reason to belieYe> from the formation, within 
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the last few months, of tbe company upon the Ccmtineiit of America called E^nnoo* 
tial France ; but as it is not eufticieiit for iIub companj to take pomaaion of the landa 
We have granted them, and to csubs the eame to be cleared and culdvated by aettlen 
sent thereto at vast expeneeB, if at the same time they arc not in a positioa to 
establish commerce in the sud country, to aflbrd to such frcocii eubjects the means of 
communicating with the aboriginal inhabitants, by procuring for them what they want is 
exchange for the natural products of their soil. It is further absolutely necessary, 
to carry on this commerce, to equip vessels to carry on an export trade of the 
goods that are sold in the stiid country, and to import into France the products 
thereof, which has not been done until now by the company heretofore formed, 
it being known and acknowledged that Canada has been abandoned by the com- 
pany formed in the year one thousand six hundred and twenty-d^t, by de&ult of 
sending thereto some slight assistance annually, and because in the I^ands of 
America, where the fertility of the soil has drawn together a large number of 
irench subjects, the members of the company to whom We had made conceorion 
of the said Islands, in the year one thousand six hundred and forty-two, iiMiead 
of fostering the advancement of the colony and of establishing in that vast extant 
of territory a commerce that might be advantageous to them, have been satisfied 
with selling the Islands aforesaid to divers individuals who have limited their ope- 
rations to the cultivation of land and have fflnce lived upon foreign st^pUes, so 
that until now, foreigneiB have alone benefitted by the euterprize of the french 
subjects who fost discovered and inhabited the said Islands, and have alone 
turned to profit the labour of thousands of persons who have cultivated the said lands. 
For diese contdderstions it is We have taken fiom the said company of Canada the 
grant made to them c^ that country by the late king, our most honored and most glo- 
rious predecessor and father, which they have willingly surrendered by deed, dated 
the twenty-fourth day of February, one thousand six hundred and sixty-three, and 
tliat We have resolved to withdraw the siud Islands of America that have been sold to 
the said individuals by the said company, by re-imbursing to such proprietors their 
purchase money and the value of their improvements j but as om- intention is to widi- 
draw the said Elands and to place them in the hands of a company that can possess 
them all, cause them to be settled and cany on therein the commerce now carried on by 
for^gners. We have thought it belonged to our dignity, and to the glory and advantage 
of the State, to form a powetlid company to carry on the whole of the commerce of the 
West Indies, to which company We are willing to grant all the Islands aforesud, 
those of Cayenne, and the whole continent of America, from the river Amazon to the 
river Orinoc, Canada, Acadia, the Island of Newfoundland and other Islands and 
continents, from the North of Canada to Virgima and Florida, together with the vh.dle of 
theAfricancoasti&omCapde Verdto the CapeofGK»od Hope, whether the said coim- 
tries belong to us as being or having been inhabited by french subjects, or wfaedier 
the said company do establish itself iheiKm, by expelling or subjugating the indiaiu 
or aboriginal inhabitants of the said countries, or other nations of Europe who are not 
our allies, in order that the said company having established poweriul colonies in the 
said countries, may govern them in the same spirit, and establish therein a vast oom- 
merce wit^ the frmch subjects already establi^ed, or who will establish themselves 
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Weafter in the said colonies, as with the indians and other abonginal inhabitants 
thereof, of which commerce the said company may derive great benefits, to this end 
We have thought proper to make use of the said company of the continent of Ame- 
rica above described; which being now composed of a large number of members, and 
having a great number of vessels, can easily form that of the West Indies, and assist* 
cd by those of our subjects who may wish to enter into it, sustain and forward this 
great and laudable imdertaking. For these reasons and others Us thereunto moving, 
We do hereby make it known that after deliberation upon this matter in our council, 
wherein were present our beloved lady the Queen mother, our beloved brother the 
duke of Orleans, several princes and other members of our said council, of our cer- 
tain knowledge, full power and royal authority, We have by this our present Edict, 
established and We do hereby establish a company, to be called the West India Com- 
pany, which will be composed of the persons interested in the Continent of America 
above described, and others our subjects, who may be willing to enter into it, to carry 
..on the whole of the commerce which can be carried on in the extent of territory of that 
portion of the Continent of America, from the river Amazon to the river Orinoc and 
the islands called the Leeward Islands possessed by the fi^nch, and in Canada, Acadia, 
Islands, Continents, and other Islands and Continents from the North of Canada to 
Virginia and Florida; together vsrith the African Coast, from Cap de Verd to the 
Cape of Good Hope, as far as the said company may extend their establishments in 
the interior of the said lands, whether the said countries belongs to us, as being or 
having been heretofore established by french subjects, or whether the said company do 
establish itself therein, by expelling or subjugating the indians or aboriginal inhabi- 
tants thereof, or other nations of Europe who are not our allies, which said countries 
We have granted and do hereby grant to the said company in ftill property and seig- 
niory with rights of justice : and having examined the articles and conditions submit- 
ted to us by the parties interested in the said company, We have approved and allow- 
ed, and We hereby approve and allow the same, such as they are hereinafter inserted : 

I. And inasmuch as We have principally in view the glory of God in the estab- 
lishment of the colonies aforesaid, by procuring the salvation of indians and savages, 
to whom We desire to make known the true religion, this company now formed imder 
the name of the West India Company, vrill be obliged to send to the coimtries granted 
as aforesaid, the number of ecclesiastics necessary, to preach therein the holy gospel 
and instruct the people of these countries in the catholic, apostolic and roman religion, 
to btiild churches, rectories and presbyteries, with power to name to the same, for the 
performance of divine service on the usual days and at the usual hours, and t^ admi- 
nister therein the holy sacrements to the inhabitants, which churches, rectories and 
presbyteries the said company will be obliged to keep and repair in a proper and de- 
cent manner, until the said company endow them properly, without however that th^ 
fNud company can change any of the ecclesiastics now established in the said countries, 
over whom the said company will nevertheless have the same power and authority as 
those of the governors and proprietors of the said Islands. 
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That the said company will be composed of all those of our subjects who will 
ing C6 enter the same, of any rank or condition whatever, without derogating. 



by refLSon o^ this, ttom their nobility and privilegeB, whicli atti hereby jiruscrvcd to 
them, and aliens and subjects of any prince or stata whatoTor may also enter into Xht 
said company. 

in. That all thpse that will be willing to enter the said company, either frencb or 
aliens, will be received therein during the apace of four months, irom the first day of 
June of the pi'esent year, by taking shares therein to any amount they please, provid* 
ed it be not under three thousand livres; after which time, no person shall be admitted 
in the said company. 

IV. All those who shall place in the funds of the said company fh>m ten to twenty 
thousand livrCB, whether they be fi^nch subjects or aliens, will bo entitled to attend 
any general meeting, and have therein deliberative vote; and those who shall sub- 
scribe twenty thousand and more, may be chosen general dircctora, in their turn, or 
according to the order established by tlie said company ; and those interested in th» 
company for the siim of twenty thousand li^Tes, shall enjoy the rights of citizenship in 
the ddes of the kingdom where they shall reside. 

V. Aliens who shall enter the company tvith an interest of twenty thou^snd livrest 
shall be reckoned french and natural bom subjects, during the timo they will bo in the 
said company and shall have in the same an interest for twenty th<iusand lirres, and 
ailer twenty years, they will enjoy that privilege for ever, without there be need of 
other letters of naturalization, and all their relations, though they bo aliens, will be 
capable of inheriting their property in the kingdom; and We do hereby declare nnto 
them that We do now renounce in their behalf all rights resulting from tlie incapaci- 
ties of aliens. 

VI. Officers who shall enter the said company with twenty thousand iivros, will be 
exempt from the residence required by the declaration of His Majcdty of the month of 
December last, and will be entitled to their pay and privileges aa if they were pre- 
sent at the place of their residence. 

VII. The persons interested in the said company will he permitted to sell, assign 
and transfer their shares in the same, to whom and in the manner they may think tit. 

VIII. There will be established in Paris a general board of direction, composed 
of nine general directors, chosen by the said company, three at least, being merchantSt 
which directors shall remain in power during three years ; and wheresoever the affain 
of the said company wiU require special boards of direction in the provinces, such 
boards will be established by the said company, compqsed of such number of direo 
tors as the said company shall think fit, such directors to be chosen amongst merchants 
in the said provinces and no others; and such merchants may be directors in the said 
special boards, though their interests be limited to tea thousand li\Tcs, and such gene- 
ral or special directors will not be personnally responsible nor rendered liable, either 
in person or in their property, by reason of the concerns of the said company, 

IX. There will be, every year, a general meeting on the firstly ofJijly. w^do- 
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liberate upon the general concerns of the company, where all those that have deliber- 
ative vote may assbt; in which general meeting, the general and special directors will 
be chosen by the majority of votes ; inasmuch as the said company cannot entirely be 
formed before the first day of October next, there will be, on the fifteenth day of that 
month, a general meeting for the election of the first nine general directors, of whom 
three shall go out after the expiration of three years, and in their stead three new directors 
shall be chosen, and the same operation shall be continued the following year, and from 
year to year, three directors shdl go out and three shall come in, so that the said board 
of general direction may be always composed of nine members, to wit : six of the 
former board and three new ones, who will be in office during three years, save and 
except as to the first nine directors, three of which >vill be in office for four years, and 
the otlici" Uiije uLuing five years, in order that the affairs of the company may be con- 
ducted with greater care; the same operation will be gone through vnth respect to the 
directors of special boards; and in the event of the death of any director, others shall 
be elected by the said company, on the first day of July. 

X. The secretary and principal cashier of the company in New-France will be 
named by a msyority of the votes, of the said company, and will not be deprived of 
office except by a similar vote. 

XI. The assets of the said company and the shares belonging to parties interested 
in the same, shall not be subject to be seized, by us, for any cause, pretext or occasion 
whatsoever, nor shall the shares belonging to aliens be liable to such seizure, by 
reason or under the pretext of war or reprisals, which we might be carrying on against 
the princes or states of which they are the subjects. 

XII. Nor shall it be lawful for the private creditors of the said copartners to seize 
any of the assets of the said company in satisfaction of the debts of any such partners, 
nor shall the directors of the said company be bound to give any statement of the said 
assets, or to render any account to the creditors of the said copartners ; it shall never- 
theless, be in the power of said creditors to seize in the hands of the principal cashier 
of the said company , any sum of money which may be foimd belonging to any of the 
said copartners, after a settlement of accounts by the said company, which settlement 
they will be bound to take as conclusive ; such seizing creditors vnll be bound to pro- 
ceed to sell upon such seizures within six months from the day upon which such 
seizures shall have been made, in default of which such seizures shall be null and 
void, and the company fiilly discharged from the same. 

XIII. The general directors at Paris, will name the commanding officers and the 
clerks necessary for the service of said company, either within the realm or in the 
countries granted, and will order the purchase of merchandize, the equipment of 
ships, the payment of salaries allowed to officers and clerks, and generally vnll order 
all things which mny be for the benefit and advantage of the said company; provided 
nevertheless, that the orders for the payment of money shall be signed by at least four 
ci the said directors. 

XrV. The accounts of the boards of direction or of the agencies which will be 
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establishsd in the provinces, shall be rendered erei^ six mombs to the goneral bcnn) 
of direction at Paris; and thoeeof the Btdd genial board of direction at Paris, shall be 
settled yearly and the profits divided, save and except as to the two first years, during 
which no such division vrill bfl ntode; whirh said acconnta shall be rendered aocordiag 
to the custom <^ merchants; andtha books of the said company, a^ v/ell of the g6ue- 
ral direction as of particulaT directions, shall be kept by double entry, which book* 
shall be audientic in courts of justice. 

XV. The company shall alone, during forty years, carry on trade and Davigation 
in the countries granted, to the exclusion of all other of mir subjects who shall not 
enter into the said company; and to that end, We do forbid all our said subjects who 
shall not belong to the said company, to trade therein, on pain of confiscation of their 
vessels and merchandize, for the benefit of the said company, save and except the right 
of fishing which will be free to all our subjects. 

XVI. And with a view of enabling the stud company to meet the large expeosea 
which will be incurred for the support of the colonies, and of the laige number of 
vessels which will be sent in the countries granted, We undertake to cause to be paid 
to the said company, for each voyage of its vessels that will take in cargo and equip 
in frcnch ports, and &om thence proceed to the said Islands and Mainland where the 
Bald colonies shall be established, and vrill from thence return to the ports of the realnii 
thirty francs for each ton of merchandize which such veseela will carry to the coun- 
tries aforesaid, and fifly francs for each such ton which they vidll bring back and dis- 
charge as aforesaid in the ports of the kingdom ; which suras, whatever may be the 
amount of each voyage, We have ^ven and hereby give, aa a gratuity, without the ne- 
cessity of any further grant to that effect beyond the present ; it is our will and we do 
hereby order that the said sums shall be paid by the keeper of our royal treasury, 
upon the certificates of two of the directors, and allowed in his accounts without any 
difficulty. 

XVII. Goods which shall have entered for constunption within the kingdom free 

from duties, and which the company will be desirous of reshippjng to foreign coun- 
tries shall pay no export duties, nor shall a\igara which shall have been refined in 
France, in the manufactures whicli shall be established by the company, pay such ex- 
port duties; provided these effects are shipped in french vessels for the purpose of ex- 
port from the kingdom. 

- XVIII. The said company will also be exempt from any import or export duty 
upon any munitions of war, victuals and other necessary things fiir the victualling and 
equipment of the vessels which the said company will equip, as also upon the timber, 
cordage, tar, cannons of iron and metal , and other things which will be imported from 
foreign countries, for the construction of the company's ships in France. 

XIX. All lands which the company may settle or acquire by conquest during tlM 
. Mid forty years, within the extent of the country conceded and hereinbefore deacribed. 
Bball belong to the said company in fiill property, with the li^xtn of eeignioiyi &c>. 
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M also the ifilands of America kno^vn as the Antilles or Leeward Islands, inhabited hj 
the french, which were sold to several individuals by a company formed in 1642, upon 
condition that the company shall reimburse to the proprietors of the said islands the 
amovmt of purchase money paid by them, as established by their deeds of purchase^ 
and the value of the ameliorations and improvements, according to the valuation to be 
made by the commissioners named by us for that purpose, and permitting them the 
enjoyment of the settlements made by them since the purchase of the said islands. 

XX. All which countries and islands, places and forts, which may have been built 
fend established therein by om- subjects, We have given, granted and conceded, and do 
hereby give, grant and concede to the said company, to be by the said company had 
and enjoyed in full property for ever, reserving to ourselves neither rights nor duties, 
save and except fealty and homage, which the said company will be bound to render 
us and oiu* royal successors, upon each mutation of the crown, with payment of a gold 
crown of the weight of thirty marks. 

XXI. The said company shall not be held liable to pay any indemnity to any of 
the companies to whom We, or our royal predecessors, may have made grants, which 
said indemnities, if any be due, shall be paid by us; for which purpose we have re- 
voked and do hereby revoke any grant which We have heretofore made to them, to 
which grants, in so far as the same may be necessary. We have substituted the said 
company, to enjoy all the privileges of the same, in manner as if all such privileges 
were herein particularly expressed, 

XXII. The said company as seignors of the said land and islands, shall enjoy the 
seigniorial rights which are at present established therein upon the inhabitants of the 
same, as such rights are now levied by the seigniors in possession, imless the said com- 
pany should deem it proper to commute such rights for the relief of the said inha-> 
bitants. 

XXni. The said company shall have power to sell or dispose of the said lands 
by way of enfeoffment, either in the said islands or continent of America, or elsewhere 
in the countries granted, upon payment of and for, such cens et rentes and other sei- 
gniorial rights as may be deemed proper, and to such persons as the said company 
may see fit. 

XXIV. The said company shall have the enjoyment of all the mines and minerals, 
capes, gulfs, ports, harbors, rivers, rivulets, islands and islets which may be found 
within the said granted tracts, wdthout being obliged to pay us by reason of the said 
mines and minerals, any royal duty whatever, which duties are hereby remitted. 

ZXV. The said company may erect forts wherever the same may be deemed ne- 
cessary for the defence of the country, may cast cannon with our arms thereon, under 
which the company may put the aims which are hereinafter granted ; may also ma- 
nufacture powder, cast cannon balls, forge arms, levy forces in the kingdom, to be 
tent to the said country, our permission having been previously obtained to that effect 
in the usual and ordinary manner. 



21 

XXVI. The atud coropany 'will also have power to appunt such goremors u Uhj 
be deemed requisite, either upon the mainland, by aepajnte sectiona or provinceM, or 
in the said islands, wltich said governors sha]] be presented to us by the directors sf 
the said company, in order that they may bo provided with our conuniasiona ; witli 
power also to the said company, where and so often as may bo deemed necessary, to 
displace such governors and to appoint others in their place, to whom our commis- 
sions ivill be forthwith issued, it b^ng lawful for such newly appointed governors to 
act as such, under the commission of such directors, for six months or for one year at 
the utmost. _ 

XXVII. The said company shall have power to arm and equip euoli number of 
vessels as may be deemed requidte for the protection of the said countries and of the 
commerce thereof, upon which vessels such number of cannons may be mounted as 
m:iy be thought necessary, and the white flag with the arms of Franco hoisted, and 
further to appoint such commanders, officers, soldiers and sailors as the said company 
will think proper, without its being in our power to employ such vessels in the event 
of war or otherwise, without the consent of the said company. 

XX VIII. In the event of any prize being captured by the vessels of the said com- 
pany, upon the enemies of the state, within the seas of the countries granted to the 
company, such prizes shall belong to and bo adjudged upon by tho officers appointed in 
that portion of the said country where such vessels may most conveniently bo taken to, 
according to tho ordinatirea regulating the navy, reserving to ourselves, upon such 
prizes, the rights duo to the admiral, who will without hindrance grant tlio necessary 
commissions and permits for the egress of tho said vessels from tho ports of France. 

XXIX. The sMd company will have power to treat of poaco and make alliances 
in our name with the kings and princes of the countries where it will be desired to 
establish commercial settlements, and to agree with them as to the conditions of such, 
and the treaties in' relation to the same which shall be approved by us ; and in the 
event of agression, to declare war, attack them and defend themselves by force of 
arms. 

XXX. In the evvnt of the said company being molested in the possession of its 
lands, and in its trade, by the enemies of the estate. We undertake to defend and assist 
the said company with our forces and our vessels at our own costs and expenses. 

XXXI. The said company vrill have power, as seigniors dispensing justice in all 
the sud countries, to appoint judges and officers of justice wherever need be, and to 
displace and dismiss them whenever found necessary, which said judges and ofiieers 
shall take cognizance of all judicial matteni connected with police, commerce and na- 
vigation, !is well civil as commercial; and in such places as it will be necessary to es- 
tablish supreme councils, the officers composing the same shall be nominated and pre- 
sented to us by the directors general of the said company, and thereupon the com- 
missions of such officers shall be iseaed. 

XXXII. The ctnnpany may take fbr its arms, an escotcbran with field aniny 



Ipiinkled vri^Jleurs de lys in gold, without number, two indians for support and a 
crown tre/lee, which arms We do hereby grant, to be by the said company used in its 
seal and engraved and put up upon its public edifices, and upon the vessels and can- 
nons of the company and anywhere else where it may be thought proper. 

XXXIII. The judges appointed in the said places will be held to give judgment 
according to the laws and ordinances of the realm, and the officers of justice bound 
to follow and to comply with the custom of Paris, according to which the inhabitants 
shall enter into contracts, without its being lawful to introduce any other custom, in 
order to ensure uniformity. 

XXXIV. And with a view of favoring the inhabitants of the said granted coun- 
tries, and to induce our subjects to settle therein, it is our will that those who go to 
the said countries shall enjoy the same privileges and immunities as if they were 
inhabiting this our kingdom, and that those who shall be born from them, and 
fix>m the indians converted to the roman catholic and apostolic faith, shall be deem- 
ed and taken to be natural bom french subjects, and as such capable of receiving by 
succession, gift, legacy or othei^se, without being obliged to be naturalized, and 
that the artisans who shall have exercised their art and trade in the said country diu:- 
ing ten consecutive years, and who shall bring with them certificates to that efiect 
from the officers of the places where they shall have resided, attested by the gover- 
nor and certified by the directors of the said company, shall be reputed masters in 
their trades, in all the towns of our kingdom where they may settle, without any 
exception. 

XXXV. The company shall have the power of making and enacting such by-laws 
and regulations for the management of its affairs, as well in Europe as in the said 
countries, as may be deemed necessary; which said by-laws and regulations We will 
confirm by letters patent, in order that parties concerned in the said company be 
obliged to observe them according to the tenor and efiect of the same, subject to the pe- 
nalties imposed by the same, to which the emending parties shall submit as to the de- 
cree of a supreme court. 

XXXVI. All difficulties arising between the directors of the said company and 
parties interested therein, or other parties interested therein rs copartners of an asso- 
ciate in the said company, by reason of the affairs of the same, shall be determined 
amicably by three other directors agreed upon by the parties, otherwise appointed, 
ex officio, immediately by the other directors, to adjudicate upon the case within one 
month ; and in case such arbitrators should not giveiheir decision within the month, 
others shall be named, to put an end by such means to the continuation of law suits 
and difficulties which might occur in the said company, which decisions the parties 
shall be bound to abide by, as if they proceeded from a superior jurisdiction, on penalty 
against the contravening parties of loss of their capital, which capital will be confis* 
cated in favor of the party acquiescing. 

, XXXVII. And as to law suits and difficulties arising between the directors of the 
said company and individuals sot interested therein, by reason of the affairs of the said 



CotnpBuy, tiiey will \>k adjudicated ani determined i^on before the conaular juriMHctimi, 
whose jndgments will be ezactited without appeal, up to the sum of one thomand 
livrea, and above that sum, by pnmtdoi), laYit^ a reeouiae by appeal before a compe- 
tent tribtmaL 

XXXVin. And aa to crinunai proaeoutiona in which any member of the aaid 
company ahalt be a party, either as prosecutor or as a party prosecuted, they will be 
determined before the ordinaiy tribunals, widiout however, that the criminal prose- 
cution can give jurisdiction in the oivil malt«r, which shall be determined and adjudi- 
cated upon as is above stated. 

XXXIX. There shall be granted by us no letters, delays, evocations or exempt- 
ions to any of the purchasers of the assets of the company, who shall be liable for die 
payment of their debts in the maimer they shall have undertaken to pay them. 

XL. After the expiration of the said forty years, if it be thought fit not to conti' 
nue the privileges of trade hereby granted, all lands and islands which the said com- 
pany shall have conquered, inhabited or caused to be inhabited, together with the seign- 
iorial dues and rights due by the said inhabitants, shall belong forever to the said com- 
pany, as its own property, to be disposed of as the swd company may deem fit, as of 
its property, as also the forts, arms and munitions, moveables, utensils, vessels and 
merchandize which the company shall have in the said countries, without being dis- 
turbed in the possession of them, and without it can be in our power to take posses- 
sion of the said lands and islands, for any cause or under any pretext whatever, 
which We do hereby renounce, provided the said company do not sell the said lands 
and islands to any alienst without our special permission. 

XLI. And to make the said company understand how much We are desirous to 
facilitate the same, by all sorts of means, and to contribute with our monies to its 
establishment and to the purchase of vessels and merchandizes, to be sent to the 
said countries. We undertake to fiimiBh the tenth part of all the fimds subscribed by 
the said company) during the space of four years, after the expiration of which the 
said company shall pay us back the sums of money bo advanced, without interest ; and 
in case that diuing the said period of four years, the company should sustain any 
losses, and should prove such losses by correct statements, We do hereby agree that 
such losses be paid out of the monies so advanced by iis, unless we prefer learing 
such tenth part, so advanced by us, in the funds of the said company for four yeara 
more, the whole without interest ; to have at the expiration of the said eight years a 
general account made of the assetsof the said company, and in case there should be a 
loss in the general fund of the said company. We do hereby agree that such loss be 
taken ont of the said tenth part, iu so far as the same shall be suftident. 

XLII. Until the said company shall be entirely organized, which can only be e£' 
ter the lapse of time granted to all persons to join the same, those that have now an 
interest in the same, shall namenxaiBongBt themselves, to manage the af&irs (^ the 
said company and exeit dtemeeh^s imm^istely.in.ei^mpping the vessekiand in mak-- 
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ing the porchaae of ttiv^chazidize it is proper to scud in the said country ; aiul to 
ffodi directors, so chosen, those that wiih to enter in the said company shall be bound 
to apply* and what shall hare been done and negotiated by them, shall be approved 
o£ 

XLIII. We do hereby bind ourselves to execute on our behalf all the conditions 
above mentioned and cause the same to be executed wherever need shall be, and to 
procure to the said company the peaceable enjoyment of the same, during the period 
of the said commisuon, without any diminution, change or alteration. 

And We hereby order and require our trusty and well beloved councillors, sitting 
in our Parliament and our boardi of accounts at Paris, to cause these presents to be 
read, published and registered, and the same keep and observe according to their 
tenor and form, without suffering that any contravention whatever be made to them, 
such is our pleasure : and in order to insure the authenticity of the same. We have 
caused our seal to be affixed to these presents, saving in other matters our rights and 
those of others, 

Made at Paris, in the month of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand six 
hundred and sixty-four, and of our reign the twenty-second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And further down, by order of the King, 

DE LIONNE. 

And on one side is written visa Seguer, and sealed with the great seal. 



[December 1674, copied from the Memoirs of the commissioners appointed by the 

Kings of France and England. Vol. II, page 479.] 

EDICT OF THE KING 

Revoking the charter of the West India Company and re-uniting to the domain nfthe 
crown the lands , islands y territories and rights of the said company, icith 2>ermission 
to all the subjects of His Majesty to trade therein, December 1674. 

Louis, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, KING OF FrANCE AND NaVARRE, 

To all to whonj these presents shall come, greeting. 

The position of our kingdom, between the ocean and the Mediterranean, gi^^ng 
great facilities for the exportation and importation of merchandize, has given occasion 
to several undertakings to carry on trade in remote coimtries, end though the success 
of such undertakings has not always met the expectations that were entertained, in as 
much txs mo^t of those expeditions were made by individuals without the means to in- 
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mire success; We; moved by the aSeclion we entertain for our subjects, were induced 
once more to forward commerce in the ittlandrf and continents of America, lo pitSMjrve 
for OUT subjects the advantages they hod acquired, by their iuti'cpidity and industry, 
in the discovery of a large tract of territory in that part of the world, wliich fin-eiirii- 
ers had altogether turned to their profit, for upward* of sixty years ; and to Ibis cflL-ct, 
We, by our letters, in the shape of an £dict, of the month of May, one thousand six 
hundred and sixty four, had anthorized the formation of a company, under the name 
of The West India Company, to which we granted, to the exclusion of oil otiiers, tlio 
privilege of trading, during forty years, on the continent of America: fi-om tlie river 
Amazon to the river Orinoc, in the islands called Antilles or Lcewai'd l.-liindi, (,'uiinda 
or New-France, Acadia, in the island of Newfomidiand and otbors, fioni tlie north 
of Canada to Virginia and Florida, together with the African coast, from Capo do 
Verd to the Cape of Good Hope, as far aa the company might extend its establish- 
ments in the interior of the said country. Thij glorious and u-=eful design has ol)tain- 
ed the success we anticipated, and that company has most eificiciitly taken possession 
of the lands we had granted to them, and those extensive countries are now inhabited 
by upwards of forty-five thousand people, governed by two licutenants-genei'al of our 
armies, eight governors and four councils, exercising sovereign and supreme jurisdic- 
tion. Several lucrative rights, which produce an extensive revenue, have tlierein 
been established, and this trade now occupies nearly one hundred frcncli shijis, fi-om 
fifty to tliree hundred tons, which give employment to a grciit number of jiilots, sea- 
men, artillerymen, carpenters and other mechanics, and procure the sale and con- 
sumption of the products of this counti-y. However, being aware of the diflicultiea 
that tliia company baa had to encounter in its establishment, and of the heavy and in- 
evitable expenses they have incurred, by reason of tlie war tlicy hcve hiid to ^nstain 
against the English, We have taken into considornti<in the present st^t.Mif their aflliirs, 
and we have ascertained, by the accounts wo have cau-;ed to bo submitted to ua, that 
the liabilities of the said company amount to three milUous five hundred and twenty- 
three thousand Hvres; and although the company might hereafter cover the.-e liiibili- 
ties, by its commerce and by tlie possession of so great an extent of ciiuntry, whero 
the said company enjoys already several sources of revenue, tending to iucrea.se every 
day, as the coimtry will settle, — Yet, aa We ai-o of opinion tliat most of tjiesc rights 
and revenues, are better in the hands of the sovereign, tlun in ihu bauds of a conipniiy, 
which will exert itself, promptly to I'ender its advances productive, for the benefit of 
the individuals composing the same, which could be realized but at a very remote pe- 
riod ; and as Wa have also been informed that tiie individuals engaged in tJio said 
company, are afraid of incurring new expenses, and are de.-ii'ous tliat We .should re- 
imburse them their advances and capita!, by taldng upon ourselves the burthen of 
continuing their establishments, and by vcfsting in llie crown all tlicir rigliLs, such hs 
they are : — We have willingly entertained this proposal, and caused the idVairs of the 
company, from its first establishment up to the date of the tbiii,y-fir.<t day of Decem- 
ber, one thousand six hundred and soventy-tliree, to be examined by cuniniissionci-s. 
And after a careiul examination of the accounts, books and registers of tlio said com. 
pany, they have ascertained that the shares belonging to individuals, who have voluu- 
$4rily talten au interest in the said company, amount to twelve hundred and ninet;^ 
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seven thousand one hundred and eighty-five livres, for the reimbursement of wfaidi 
we have provided, to wit:— out of the monies and assets of the said company^ to the 
amount of one million forty-seven thousand one hundred and eighty-five iivres, and 
out of our royal treasiuy, to the amount of two hundred and fifty thousand livres. 

And by means of such payments, the capital of their shares has been altogether 
reimbursed, with two dividends which have been paid them, at the rate of four per 
cent, notwithstanding the loss on the capital stock of three millions five himdred and 
twenty-three thousand livres, which we have alone assumed : by means whereof, indi^ 
viduals being reimbursed of what might belong to them, We have resolved to take 
back and remiite to our domain all the lands by us granted to the said company, ( to- 
gether with that portion still in the hands of the sieur Houel, namely the property 
and seigniory of the Island of Guadeloupe, with the seigniorial rights, rights of asses- 
ment, of weights and others which are le>TLed for his own benefit,) by reason of the 
assignment and transfer unto us made by the directors and commissioners of the said 
company, by deed executed between them and Colbert, ordinary coimcillor in our 
royal coimcil, comptroller general of our finances, Poncet and Pussor, also coiuicil- 
lors in our royal council aforesaid, Hotman, superintendant of our finances, to whom 
We have delegated our authority on this behalf; and to make it known in what con- 
sideration We hold those that have engaged themselves in similar undertakings, which 
have been beneficial to our state, and also to grant to all our subjects the liberty of 
commerce in America, and to each and eveiy one of them, on their own account and 
benefit, on condition only of taking the ordinary passports and permissions, and there- 
by to contribute to the welfaie and advantages of our people : — To this effect, with 
the advice of our council, of our certain knowledge, full power and royal authority. 
We have revoked, abolished and suppressed, and do hereby revoke, abolish and sup- 
press the West India Company, established by our Edict of the month of May, one 
thousand six hundred and sixty-four ; — and We do hereby give leave and liberty to 
all our subjects to trade thereat, as also in all other coimtries imder our dominion, 
by virtue of the reimbursement made to individuals, and of the assignment, transfer 
and abandonment made unto us, by the directors and commissioners of the said com- 
pany, and accepted for us by the said sieurs Colbert, Poncet, Pussor and Hotman, by 
deeds passed before Le Boeuf and Beaudry, notaries, hereunto annexed and sealed 
with the seal of our chancery. We have united and incorporated, and We do hereby 
unite and incorporate with the domain of our crown, all the lands and countries, ( to- 
gether with that portion still in the hands of sieur Houel aforesaid in the property 
and seigniory of Guadeloupe,) which belonged to the said company, as well by 
virtue of our grants contained in our Edict for the establishment of the said com- 
pany, as by virtue of purchases or otherwise, to veit : — the countries in the continent 
of America, from the river Amazon to the river Orinoo^and the islands called AnttUei 
or Leeward Islands, possessed by fi:ench subjects, Canada or New-France, Acadia, 
Newrfoimdland, and other islands and continents, from the north of Canada to Virgi- 
nia and Florida, together with the African Coast, from Cape de Verd to the Cape of 
Gt)od Hope, and the property and settlement of Senegal, the trade of Cape de Veid 
and of the river Gambia, to be governed and administered as the othe domains of car 
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crown, aod to be, sudi rights of domain, asseasmenta, weight, entries, exports, those 
of fifty lols per hundred weight of sugar and wax, entered in our city of Roueni 
united to our revenues, according to their quality ajid nature ; and to be levied in such 
manner aa by us shall be ordained; the enjoyment of the revenues of the said coun- 
tries, lands and rights whatsoever shall commence on the first day of Januaiy, one 
thousand sis hundred and eighty-one, inasmuch as We have abandoned the credits 
of the said company during the period of nix years, for the purpose of acquiting the 
debts of the said company remaining unpaid, and as the same is more amply detailed 
by the decree this day rendered in our council. And, in consequeuee, it irj our will 
that those who shall be by ns named and appointed for the administration and settle- 
ment of the said revenues, and the payment of the said debts, shall be bound to ren- 
der an account of their said administration to our board of accounts and not else- 
where, except before the commissioners of our council, who will be appointed by us 
for that purpose, inasmuch as the administration and settlement of the said revenues 
and payment of the said debts, is a necessary consequence of the dissolution of the 
said company, in no wise affecting our interests. By reason of the statements of the 
said company, seen and examined by the sieurs Hotman and Lo Vayer, comrais.sion- 
ers by ua appointed. We have approved, confirmed, ratified and declared valid, and do 
approve, confirm, ratify and declare valid, all the deliberations, ordinances, jiidgmentii, 
orders, mandates, commissions, settlements, acts of grace, concessions, leases and 
other acts generally, up to this day made by the said company, its general agents, 
eecretaiies, clerks, agents, cashiers, and all othei-s its officers, as well upon the bjhjI 
as in France, including the duties raised upon passports delivered by the comjiany, 
and the duties paid upon the delivery of the same. 

We have fiirther, and do hereby discharge all the directoi-s and commissioners, 
agents, secretaries, cashiers, book-keepers clerks, officers and others of their agency, 
commission and administration, save and except the clerks of the island,i, and others 
indebted for balances upon their accounts, their vjidows, children, heirs and su 
sors, together with all seizures made in their hands, for any cause whatsoever, not 
withstanding any contravention to the rules and regulations by us made for the estab- 
lishment, conduct and administration of the aifairs of the said company or to the par- 
ticular by-laws and regulations of the same, hereby expressly forbidding all our offi 
ccTs and others to bring any action or make any demand by reason of these matters 
and We have fiirther declared and do declare valid, approve and cenfirm the grants 
of land made by the directors, their agents and attorneys, the sales made of any ha- 
bitations, stores, lands and hereditaments in the comitries by us granted, together with 
the remittances and compositions which may have been made by the directors, their 
clerks and agents, of any debts and credits; as also the engagements of the settle- 
ments of Senegal, the trade of the Cape de Verd and of the river Gambia, upon the 
terms and conditions contwned in the deed executed by the directors and commis- 
woners of the company, the eighth of November, one thousand six hundred and seven- 
ty-three, coafinned by decree af our council of the eleventh day of the same month; 
and considering the accounts rendered, the registers and documents in support where- 
o£ have been deposited with the clerk of our council. We likewise discharge the di- 
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fector.^, commissioners, goncnil agents, clerks, cashiers and officers from the obliga' 
tion of rendennq any accounts to our boards of account"*, by rea^ionfl of the monies of 
our treasury, tlio.-c of our finn-* nud the taxes of our courts of justice, le\'ied under 
our ordcr.^ and j)aid to tlic trciisnry of the c(>nij)any; r.eeiniT the accounts of the same, 
which liave becui r;Midi?red to llie compnnv, and ^ince examined by the commissioners 
of our council, without j)rojiidice, however, to the rights of the lawftil creditors 
of the cnmii?My, Jind of tlic monies to be paid by tlie said sieur Houel, by reason of 
what remains with him in the island of Guadeloui)e, in relation to which and to the 
said debts', provisir>n will be made in our council. And by reason of the extinction, 
•uppre.Nsion and revocation of tlu^ raid company. We also take upon ourselves to pro- 
vide, in the usual manner, in the places where the company was obliged to do so, 
to the subsistance of the rector.-, priests and other ecch^siastics, and to the mainte- 
nance and repairs of churches, ornaments and other expenses necessary for divine 
Service, and fit and proper pen-ons will be provided by us for the senices of recto- 
ries. It is al.^o our will that the goveniors-general, and the governors of particular 
sections, and their lieutenants, be liereafler a2)poinled by us, and be sworn in like man^ 
her as those of the pnAdnces and places of the realm: that justice be administered 
in our name by the officers who will be appointed by us, and until such period all 
the officers of the com2)any shall continue in the exercise of the duties of their offices, in 
our name, in virtue of these presents, without any iimovation, for the present, in the 
coimcils and tribunals wherein justice is rendered, save and except as to the number 
of councillors in the supreme council of Martinique and Guadelon2)e, which will not 
exceed ten in each island, composed of the municipal officers of the said islands, un- 
til such time as further provision be made by us in that respect, and save and except 
also as to the pre vote of Quebec for the administration of justice, which we have and 
do hereby suppress and extinguish ; We do further order that justice be administered 
therein by the superior council, as it was administered previously to the establish- 
inent of the company, and the decree of the month of May one thousand six hundred 
and sixty-four. — And We do hereby require our trusty and well beloved councillors, 
holding our parliament and board of accounts at Paris, to cause our present decree to 
be read, published and registered, and the contents thereof kept and observed accord- 
m^ to its tenor and effect, notwithstanding all Edicts, declarations, decrees and other 
things to the contrary, from which We have and do hereby derogate, for such is out 
pleasure ; and in order to give publicity to these presents, we have caused our seal to 
be affixed to our present Edict. 

Given at St. Germain en Laye, in the month of December, in the year of our Lord 
Otle thousand six hundred and seventy-four, and of our reign the thirty second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

By order of the Kingj, 

COLBERT. 

And then vi^a 

DALIGRE. 
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[15 April 1676.— Entered Cons. Sup. Reg. A, Fol. 64. llo.] 
Poivcrs granted to Messieurs de Front enac and Diichesncau to give cQ7K:cxsion,t. 

Louis, BY THE GRACE OP GoD, KING OP FrANCE AND NaVARRE, 

To our beloved the sieurs coimt de Frontenac, our Lieutenant-General in Canada, or 
New-France, and Duchesneau, intcndant of justice, police and finornces in tlio 
said country, greeting. 

It being necessary to provide for the concession of wild lancLs to the inhabitants ac- 
tually living in the said country, or to those who may be sent thereto by iw for the pur- 
pose of settling, We have given and do hereby give you jointly our power, signed with 
oui' hand, to grant concessions of lands, as well to the old inhabitants as to tliose who 
will come to tlie country for the purpose of settlement, provided however, that the 
deeds of such concessions be submitted for approval, v^thin a year from the day of 
their execution, in default of which the same are declared null and void. And it is 
also our will, that the said concessions be only given upon the condition of clearing the 
lands, and of bringing them into value within six immediate and consecutive years, 
otherwise the said concessions to be null ; and provided that all such grants shall be 
made contiguous to one another. And to this effect We hereby specially authorize 
and command you ; and in order to give authenticity to these presents for ever, wo 
have caused our seal to be hereunto annexed. 

Made at the camp of Heurtebise near Valenciennes, the 20th day of May 1674, 
and in the 34th year of our reign. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And further down, by order of the King, 

COLBERT. 

Sealed, &c. 

Registered, to be executed according to a decree of this day, at Quebec, the nine 
teenth day of October, one thousand six hundred and seventy-six. 

(Signed) BECQUET. 



[August 1717.— Entered Con. Sup. Reg. E, Folio 7.] 

Letters patent for the establishment of a trading company, under the name of ^^Compa- 

gnie d^Occidcnty^ The Western Company, 

Louis, by the grace op Gtod, king op France and Navarre, 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 
Since our accession to the throne, We have labored efficiently to effect a wholesome 
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reform of our finances, and tx> apply a remedy against the numerous abuses that a long 
course of warfare had introduced, and We have paid equal attention to the prosperity 
of the commerce of our subjects, which contributes as much to their welfare, as a 
careful administration of our finances ; and having taken cognizance of the state of 
our North American Colonies, We have ascertained that they so much more need oar 
protection, that the sieur Antoine Crozat, to whom the late king, our most hcMiOTed 
predecessor, had granted, by letters patent of the month of September of the year 
1712, the exclusive pri\dlege of commerce in our colony of Louisiana, has humbly re- 
quested us to accept of the surrender of the said privilege, which surrender W^e have 
accepted by a decree of our council, of the twenty-third day of August instant, and 
also that the treaty made with the sieurs Aubert, Neret and Gayot the 10th of May 
1706, in relation to the beaver trade of Canada, will expire at the end of the present 
year. We have thought it expedient for the benefit of our government, and the ad- 
vantage of those colonies, to establish a company, able to maintain their trade and em- 
ploy labourers upon plantations and cultivate land. For these reasons and others, m 
thereimto moving, with the advice of our most beloved imcle, the duke of Orleans, 
regent, of our most beloved cousin, the duke of Bourbon, of our most beloved cousin, 
the Prince of Conti, Prince of the blood ; of our most beloved uncle, the duke d 
Mayne; ofour most beloved uncle, the count of Soul ange, Prince royal, and other 
peers of France, the great men of our kingdom, and of our certain knowledge, full 
power and royal autority, We have enacted and ordained, and We do hereby enact 
and ordain, vrill, and it is our pleasure, 

I. That there be formed, by virtue of these presents, a commercial company under the 
name of " Compagnie d' Occident y'' "The Western Company," in which all our subjects 
of whatever rank and degree, other companies formed or to formed, and corporations 
and communities, will be permitted to join and take an interest, for any sum they may 
deem fit, vrithout derogating, by reason thereof, from their titles, quality and nobiHty, 
it being our intention that they do enjoy the privileges contained in the Edicts of the 
months of May and August 1669, August 1662 and December 1701, which we 'wish to 
be executed according to their tenor and effect. 

II. We do hereby grant to the said company, during the term of twenty-five years^ 
to commence from the day of enregistration of these presents, the exclusive privilege 
of trading in our province and government of Louisiana and in Canada, from the first 
day of January 1718, to the last day of December 1742 inclusively, the exclusive pri- 
vilege of receiving all the beaver skins of any kind, which the inhabitants of the said 
colony shall have obtained by trading, reserving to ourselves to regulate, from the in- 
formations that we shall receive from the said coimtry, the quantity of the several 
kinds of beaver skins which the said company shall be boimd to buy yearly from the 
inhabitants of Canada, and the prices the company shall be boimd to pay for the 
same. 

III. We do hereby prohibit any other of oiu" subjects from carrying on any trade 
within the territory of Louisiana, during the time of the privilege of the said compa- 
Bj, on pam of confiscatiefn of their goods and vessels; but this prohibition, neveithe- 
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die inhabitants of the said colony, or which may be carried on with the indiaiui. 

IV. And we do fiiither forbid all our subjects from buying any beaver, iu any por- 
tion of our government of Canada, for the purpose of exporting the same to our king- 
dom, upon pain of confiscation of the said beaver, in favor of the said company, and 
of the vessels on board of which the same may be laden; the trade iu beaver Bldna 
will, nevertheless, remain free in the interior of the said colony, between traders and 
inhabitants, who will he at liberty to continue to buy and sell beaver as they have al- 
ways done. 

V. To enable the company to form a permanent settlement, and to execute all the 
imdertaldngs in which it may engage, We have given, granted and conceded, and We 
do hereby give, grant and concede for ever to the said company, all the lands, coasts, 
harbours and islands in our province of Louisiana, in like manner and to the same extent 
as we had granted them to the sieur Crozat aforesaid, by our letters patent of the four- 
teenth day of September 1712, to enjoy the same in full property and seigniory, toge- 
ther with the rights of justice, saving and reserving only to ourselves the right of 
fealty and homage, which the said company shall be bound to render unto ue, and the 
kings our successors, on each mutadon of the crown, with a crown of gold of the 
weight of thirty marks. 

VI. The stud company is authorized, within the limits of its concession, to make 
treaties and alliances, in our name, with all the nations of the country, other than 
those depending upon any power of Europe, and to settle with them the conditions under 
which the company will form its establishments, and carry on its trade amongst them, 
and in case of provocalion, the company is authorized to declare war against them, to 
attack them, or defend itself by force of arms, and to makepeace, or agree to a suspen- 
sion of bostilitieB with such nations as aferesdd. 

VII. The property in mines and mineral deposits which the company will cause to 
be opened and worked, pending their privilege, will belong for ever to the said com- 
pany, without being obhged to pay us during that period, by reason of the SEud mines 
and minerals, any dues or rights of sovereignty, which are hereby remitted and re- 
leased by these presents. 

VIII. The company is also authorized to sell and transfer all the lands contained 
in its grant, subject to such cemetTtnUs as the company shall think proper to impose; 
also to grant them in ^anc aleu, free and common soccage, without any seigniorial 
rights, or rights of justice, it being understood that the said company will not dispossess 
any of our subjects, who are already settled within the limits of the concession of the 
raid company, of any of the lands granted unto such of our subjects, or of any lands 
upon which they have settled without title,but which they have improved. And we 
h^roby will that sudi of them as have no titlee or patents from us, be bound to take 
deeds <^ concearaon from the said company to secure unto them the property of the 
lands they poeeess, which dtlee they will be entitled to get gratuitously. 
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IX. The company is also authorized to construct 8uch forts, castles and other pla- 
ces, as will be deemed necessai'y for the defence of the country k<.> granted, place 
ganisons therein, and levy tr(M)ps for the pui-jioses of war within the realm, after ob- 
taining our leave in the usual manncfr. 

X. The company will appoint governors, superior officers and others, and have 
the command of the troops which it may re<juire ; the said governors and other 
superior officers shall be presented to us by the directors of the said company, to re- 
ceive our conunission; the company will have the power to remove them from office, 
when and so often as it will deem it proper, a])point others in their stead, to whom we 
will caiLse om* commissions to be delivered without any difficulty, and in the interval 
of the issuing of our commissions, such officers may take the command and retain it 
during six months, or a year at the utmost, by \-irtue of commissions emanating Grom 
the directors of the company, and all such governors and superior officers shall be 
bound to take the oath of allegiance to our government. 

XI. Such military officers as are now in our pro\'ince of Louisiana, and who are 
willing to remain therein, and such other militaiy officers as aic desiious of going to 
the said province, under our pleasure, there to take sei'\'ice as captains or subaltern 
officers, will have permission to take such seiTice, under commissions issued by the 
company, and by reason of such sci'vice, they will not loose the giadc and rank that 
they now have, either in our navy, or land forces, it being our will that, by \'irtue of the 
permission hereby granted to them, they be considered as having continued in our ser- 
vice : and the services rendered by them to the said company, shall be considered as 
if the same had been rendered to us. 

XII. The said company is also authorized to arm and equip for the pui-poses of 
war, as many vessels as the company will deem necessary for the increase and safety 
of its trade, upon which vessels they will place as many cannon as they may think i>ro-> 
per, and hoist a flag at the peak and upon the bowsprit, and upon no other masts ; the 
company may also cast caimon with our arms, under which they wdll place the arms 
hereinafter granted them. 

XIII. The company, by virtue of the powers conferred upon them as seigniors, of 
administering justice within the limits of their grants ; — are authorized to name and 
appoint judges and officers therein, wherever they shall be wanted, and wherever they 
shall think it fit, to remove and dionii.^s thorn at pleasure, which judges shall have cog- 
nizance of all judicial affiiirs and matters of police, and of trade, as well civil as cri- 
minal, and where it will be necessary to establish supreme councils, the officers com- 
posing these shall be named and presented to us by the directors of the company, and 
upon such nominations, our commissions shall be addressed to such officers. 

XIV. The judges of admiralty who shall be appointed for Louisiana, sliall have the 
•ame powers, shall administer justice in the same manner, and shall have cognizance of 
the same matters, as similar judges in om* kingdom and in other countries under our do- 
nrinion ; and they will be by us, commissioned upon their nomination by the admiral of 
France, 
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XV. Thejuclges so appoiiit«d in the said countries thall be boiuid to adtninuitepjils-' 
Uce according to the laws aad ordinaiic«e of the realm, ancl in conibmuty to the custom 

^ <tf Paris, by which the contracts between the inhabitants shall be regulated, without 
any other custom being introduced, so a« to insare uniformity, 

XVI. All law suits which may arise in France between the company and indivi- 
duals, by reason of the aSaira of the company, shall be determined and adjudicated 
uponby the consular jurisdiction at Paris, and the judgments rendered by that tribunal 
shall be enforced and executed without appeal, when they will not exceed one hundred 
and fiAy livrcs, and above that sum they will be executed prorisionally, saving the ridit 
of appeal to the parliament of Paris, and as to the criminal prosecutions in which the 
company may be involved, as prosecutor or as party prosecuted, they will be carried 
before the ordinary judges, but in such cases the criminal jurisdiction shall have no co- 
gnizance of the civil matter, which shall be determined and adjudicated upon as is 
above provided. 

XVII. We vrill grant no letters, delays, evocations and exemptions to any of the 
purchasers of the assets of the company, who shall be bound and liable to pay in th^ 
hiaiiner they shall have undertaken so to do. 

XVIII. We do hereby engage to protect and defend the said company, and to em- 
ploy, if necessary, the force of our arms to ensure the entire liberty of its trade and na- 
vigation, and to obtain for the same complete satisfaction for all wrongs and injuries 
they might be subjected to on the behalf of any foreign power. 

XIX. If any of the directors, captains of vessels, officers, clerks and other persons 
in the employ of the company, are mado prisoners by any foreign powers, whatever, 
who may be in open warfere vrith us, wo undertake to redeem them by exchange or 
otherwise. 

XX. The said company vrill not be permitted to carry on its trade but with its dwrt 
vessels, or vessels belonging to our subjects, armed in the ports of our kingdom and 
manned with trench crews ; in which ports the said vessels will be bound to return; and 
no such vessel will be permitted to go directly from the countries so granted as afore- 
said to the coast of Guinea, on pain of the repeal of the present privilege, Goniiscatiod 
of the vessels together with the cargoes therein. 

XXI. The vessels of the company and other vessels irf our subjects, authorized by 
the company or its directors, will be peimitted to chaee such vessels of our subjects at- 
tempting to trade within the Umits granted to this company, in contravention to these 
presents, and the prizes shall he a^udicated upoti according to our regulations on thtl 
subject. 

XXII. All goods, merchandizes. Victuals kdA miinitioilB of" •traxi shipped on board 
t>f the vessels of the company shall be considered as belonging to the samei Unless it 
appear, by bills of lading draWu in due form, that they have been taken oa board aa 
frei^t, by order of the company, its directors or agentsi 
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XXIII. It is our will that all and every our subjects, who shall go to the couhtnes 
^o granted to the said company, do enjoy all the franchises and priy-ileges of those re- 
Biding in our kingdom, and that the children of the french inhabitants of the said coun- 
tries, and even the children of the resident European aliens, professing the catholic, 
apostolic aud roman religion, be considered and reckoned natural french bom subjects, 
and as such enabled to inherit, make and receive donations and legacies, and make bdj 
other dispositions whatever, without the necessity of letters of naturalisation. 

XXIV. And to facilitate such of our subjects as will settle in the said country, "We 
have exempted and do hereby exempt them, so long as the privilege of this company 
will last, from paying any duties, dues or imposts whatever they may become liable 
for, either personally or for goods, or in respect of their slaves. 

XXV. The goods and merchandizes shipped by the company for the country so 
granted to them, and those required for the construction, equipment and \'ictualling of 
their vessels, shall be exempt of export or import duties, whether they bo due to us or 
to any of our cities, whether they be carried from one part of our kingdom to another, 
or from one port to another where the vessel is taking cargo: provided the agents rf 
the company will undertake to bring back, within eighteen months, a certificate of the 
landing of such goods in the port of their destination, on pain, in case of contraven- 
tion, of paying four times the amoimt of the duties, reserving to ourselves to extend 
such delays when we shall think fit. 

XXVI. The said company shall also be exempt from the payment of the rights of 
toll and other dues, levied in our name, on the river Seine and the river Loire, upon 
empty casks, timber, vessels, timber for the construction of vessels and other construc- 
tions, and upon other goods belonging to the said company, provided the carriers and 
drivers do produce certificates of two of the directors. 

XXVII. In case the said company is obliged, for the purposes of its trade, to im- 
port goods from foreign comitries into the limits of their grant, the said goods will be 
free of export and import duties, provided they be deposited in warehouses belonging 
to our customs, or in those of the said company, imder the keeping of the clerks of our 
receivers of customs dues and of the clerks of the company, who shall have each a 
key, until such goods shall be shipped on board of the vessels of the company, and in 
such case the company shall undertake to bring back, within eighteen months, a certi- 
ficate of the landing of such goods in some port within the limits of the grant of the 
company, on pain, in case of contravention, of paying four times the amoimt of the 
duties ; reserving to ourselves, in case the company should want to import from foreign 
countries, goods, the importation of which is proUbited, to grant them a permit, if we 
think fit, upon their demand to that effect. 

XXVIII. The goods imported by the said company in the ports of oiu" kingdom 
from the countries granted to it, on their own account, will only be subject, during the 
first ten years of this privilege, to pay one half of the duties imposed upon similar 
goods imported from the other islands and french colonies of America, according to our 
regulations of the month of April last ; and if the said company do import from the 
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limits of their grant, gtNxlj others than those importcil from the ialandi and frcnch co- 
lonics of America, mentioned in our aaid regulations, such ^vill only he subject to pay 
one half of the duties imposed upon utnilar goods imported from foreign countriea, 

whether such duties belong to us or have been assigned over to individuals ; lead, cop- 
per and other nunerds shall be altogether free of duties j but if the said company do 
take on board of their ships goods by agreightment, Buch goodajshall be reported to 
our revenue officers by the commanders of such ships, in the usual mauner, and auch 
goods sliall pay fiill duties. As to the goods imported by the said company in the porta 
of our kingdom, named in the 15th article of the regulation of the month of April last, 
or in tiie porta of Nantes, Brest, Morlaix and St. Malo, on their account, as well from 
the countries granted as aforesaid as fi^im any of the french blande of America, being 
the result of the sale of the products of Louisiana, intended for foreign coimtries, they 
shall be deposited in the warehouses of the customs in the ports where they shall reach, 
or in those of the company, as above prescribed, until they be resbipped, and when tlio 
clerks or agents of the company shall be desirous of senAng such goods to foreign 
countries, by water or by land, by way of transit, which can only be made through tho 
medium of the boards designated by our regulations of tho month of April last, they 
will be bound to procure sureties that, within a certain time, tbcyshall produce a certi- 
ficate fi-om the last board of exit, that such goods passed through, and another certifi- 
cate of their landing in foreign countries. 

XXIX. If the company construct vessels within the countries of their grant, Wo 
are willing, when such vessels shall enter our porta for the first time, to pay to the said 
company, out of our royal treasury, by way of gratification, six livres per ton for ves- 
sels of two hundred ton and upwards, and nine livres per ton for those of two bund- 
red and fifty tons and upwards, upon the production of the certificates of the directors 
of the said company in the said countries, that such vessels have been built there. 

XXX. The company will be aliowed to grant special permits to vessels of our sub- 
jects to trade within the limits of their grant, under such conditions as ihey will im- 
pose, and such vessels, authorized by the said company aforesaid, shall enjoy the same 
rights, privileges and exemptions as tiiose of the company, as well for their victuals,, 
goods and merchandizes conveyed therein, as for those they will bring back, 

XXXI. We shall cause to bo delivered to tho company, from our powder maga- 
zines, every year, during the time of the present priftoge, forty thousand pounds of 
gunpowder, to be piwd at the coat price. 

XXXII. Our intention being to allow as many of our subjects as possible to parti- 
cipate in the trade of tho company, and in the advantages to result thercirom, and in 
order that all classes of people may take an interest in it, according to their means, it 
is our wish that the funds of this company be divided into shares of five hundred livres 
each, the valne of which shall be paid by government notes, bearing interest from the 
first day of the month of January of tiie present year, and when we shall have been 
infonnod, by the diiectors of the company, that a sufficient number of shares hava been 
talicn, we will cause the books of the company to be closed. 



36 

XXXIII. The notes of the said shares shall be payable to l>carcr, signcil by the 
cashier of the company and examined by one of tlie directors ; two descriptions of notes 
shall be issued, notes for one share and notes for ten shares. 

XXXIV. Those who may dosu« to send any of these notes in the pro>-ince8 or in 
foreign countries, may endorse them for greater security, without such enaorscment 
can make them liable for the same. 

XXXV. Aliens may acquire any number of shares they please, though they be not 
residwit in our kingdom, and we have and do hereby declare such actions not subject 
to the laws relating to the incapacities of ahens, and also not subject to confiscation in 
case of war or otherwise, it being our will that they do enjoy such shares as our sub- 
jects. / 

XXXVI. And as the profits and losses in commercial undertakings are always un- 
certain, and as the shares of the said company cannot bo regarded but as mer* 
chandize, We give permission to all our subjects and also to aliens, whetlier they 
be formed into associations, or trading in their own name, to buy and sell the said 
shares, as they will think proper. 

XXXVII. Every shareholder, having in his possession fifty shares, shall have deli- 
berative vote in the meetings of the company, and if he be the owner of one hundred 
shares, he shall have two votes, and one additional vote for every additional fifty 
shares, 

XXXVIII. The notes of the govcrment, paid out for such shares as aforesaid, shall 
be converted into rents at the rate of foiu: per cent per anniun, the interests upon 
which shall commence to run from the first day of January of the present year, and 
shall be paid out of the revenues arising from the control of notarial instruments, of 
our Uttle seal, and of registrations, which we do hereby hypothecate and appropriate 
9pecially to the payment of such rents ; and to this effect there shall be signed in our 
naipe, in favor of the said company, by commissioners of our council to be appointed 
to this effect, deeds or obligations for sums of forty thousand livres of perpetual and 
hereditary rents, being equal to a capital of one million of livres, at the rate of four 
per cent per annum, upon the production of receipts to be delivered by the keeper of 
our royal treasury in office, during the present year, who shall receive in payment, from 
the said company, one million of government notes, and that to the amount of shares 
subscribed in the said company. 

XXXIX. The arrears of such rents shall be paid as follovirs, to wit : those of the 
present year, during the last four months of the year, and those of the fi^llowing years 
ip four equal payments, to be made every three months, by the receiver of the revenue 
of the control of notarial instruments, of our little seal, and of registrations, to the 
i^ashier of the company, upon his receipt attested by three of the directors, who shall 
furnish him with a true copy of these presents, apd of their appointment for the first 
time only. 
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XL. The directors may miploy, in die trade of the con^MUi^i the srrcais due duiv 
ing the preeent year upon tlie deeds and obligetiona to be ugned, u aforesaid, in fiivor 
of the said company, hvit We do expreesly forbid tbem to employ, in ihcir said tnde, 
any portion of the interest of the Sowing years, nor to aSect the same to any coo- 
tracts or engagements, it being our will that the stoddLoldera be paid regularly the in-> 
tercst of their shares, at the rate of four per cent per annum, from tbfi fir«t day of Ja- 
nuary of next year, the first payment c£ such intereet, for tix monthSi to be siade or 
the first day of July next, and so on every six monthe. 

XLI. Inasmuch as it is expedient that, as soon as these presents shall have been re- 
gistered, some persons do take the management of this undertaking, for the a 
ment of the books and other prehminary details necessary to the fbrmatioii of a n 
company, and which ought not to be delayed. We dull appoint, (or Che first tjme only, 
the directors of the said company, which said company, after the expiratieo o! two 
years, shall choose and appoint, in a general meetiiig, titree other directors, or craitiaua 
the former ones in office for three years, if they think prc^>er, and so on successively 
every three years, provided always that the said directors be chosen amoegst our resi- 
dent natural bom subjects. 

XLII. The directors will prepare, every year, about the end of the month of De- 
cember, a general statement of tlie afBiirs of the company, and will call, by public no- 
tice, a general meeting of all the members of the said company, in which meeting the 
dividends of profits of the said company shall be established and declared. 

XLIII. In consequence of the large number of stockholders compa«ng the said 

company, We think it expedient, for the convenience of our subjects, to establish such 
an order in the payment, as well of the interest as of the dividends, that each bearer 
of shares may know the day he must call at tho office of the company to be paid, with- 
out being delayed and retarded ; and to this effect, we do hereby ordain that the rents 
of the said company, together with the dividends of the profits made by tho company, 
shall be paid according to the numbers on each of the said shares, beginning by the first 
number, it being expressly forbidden to the company to make any alteration to this or- 
der ; and we do lurther ordain that the directors of the said company do publish at the 
door of their office and in the newspapers, the numbers to be paid in each ensuing 

XLIV. The sharesof thecompany,togetherwiththeassets thereof and thesalariesof 
the directors, officers and other persons in the employ of the said company, vrill not be 
subject lo any attachment by seizure, under any pretext whatsoever, not even for our 
own dues, save and except that the creditors of any shareholder may seize and attacl^ 
in the hands of the cashier and book keeper of the company, what might appear to be 
due to any such shareholder, alter a settlement of the accounts of the said company^ 
^ iriiich settlement the creditors shall be bound to aHde, without the directors being 
obliged to communicate to them the statement of the assets of the company, nor render 
them an account, and without such creditors being permitted to constitute guardians to 
wch assets, everything done to the contrary, we do hereby declare to bo null and void. 
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XLV, It is also our will that the notoe of the government, bUleU d^etaty which shall 
be remitted to the keeper of our royal treasury, for the said company, be by them taken 
to the City-Hall, Hotel-de'Ville, of our city of Paris, there, in the presence of the sienr 
Bignon, councillor of state, ex Prevot of merchants, the sieur Trudaine, councillor of 
state, now Prevot of merchants in office, of the sieurs de Serre, le Virloys, Harlan and 
Boucat, who have also signed the said notes, and in presence of the mimicipal officers 
of our said city of Paris, to be pubUcly burnt and destroyed, immediately after the ex- 
ecution of any contract or obUgation, there having been previously made k proces-verhd 
containing the registers, numbers and sums of such notes, with entries in the said re- 
gisters for the discharge of such notes, which said jfroces-verbal shall be signed by the 
said Prevot of merchants and others named in the above article, 

XL VI. The directors will name and appoint, by a majority of votes, all persons to 
be employed by the said company, masters and other officers to serve on board of their 
vessels, military and judicial officers and others, to be employed witliin the limits of their 
grant, and shall have power to remove or dismiss such officers when they will think 
proper, provided always that such appointments or removals bo signed by at least three 
of the directors. 

XL VII. The directors vdll not be resposible personally, nor shall their property 
be made liable, by reason of the affairs of the company. 

XL VIII. It vnll be their duty to settle the accounts of the clerks and other persons 
in the employ of the company, either in France or in the countries of their grant, as 
also the accoimts of their agents, which said accounts shall be signed by at least three 
of the directors. 

XLIX. There shall be kept regular sets of books, cash book, book of the purcha- 
ses and sales, and book of invoices ; such books to be kept by double entry, as well by 
the general direction of Paris, as by the clerks, agents and officers of the company in 
the provinces and in the coimtries of their grant ; the same to be attested and signed by 
the directors, and to be relied on in courts of justice. 

L. We do hereby give and transfer to the said company all the forts, magazines, 
houses, cannons, arms, powder, brigantines, boats, pirogues, and all other goods and 
utensils now belonging to us in the said province of Louisiana, to be placed in the hands 
of the said company upon .)ur orders to be therein transmitted by our maritime coun- 
cil. 

LI. We do also hereby give and transfer to the said company all vessels, merchan- 
dizes and other effects assigned us by the sieur Crozat, as further appears by the de- 
cree of om- coimcil of the 23d day of the present month, of whatever nature the same 
may be, and to whatever sum they may amoimt, under the express condition that the 
company vnW send, in the countries of its grants, at least six thousand whites and three 
thousand blacks, dining the period of the privileges granted to the said company. 

LII. After the expiration of this privilege <5f twenty-five years, granted to the said 
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tnmpany, if we are of opinion not to grant A contiiiti&doii of the e&me, all the lamls and 
islands tlie company shall have taken posaeesion of, or caused, to be inhabited, with 
all lucrative rights, dues, cau et rentei, which shall be due by the inhabitants, shall be- 
long' to the said company for ever in fiill property, to be disposed of as they shall think 
fit, and we do hereby renounce now and for ever the right of taking from them, under 
any pretext and for any cause whatever, the said lands and Islands ; provided the said 
company do not sell them to any other pereon but our subjects ; end in relation to the 
forts, arraa and munitions of war, they shall be transferred to us by the said company, 
on our paying thera the vaJne thereof, according to valuation, 

LIII. Inasmuch as in the settlement of the countries granted to the said company 
by these presents, we have particularly in view the glorification of God, in procuring 
the salvation of Indians, savins and negroes, whom we are desirous of bringing to the 
knowledge of the true religion, the said company ahaJl he obUged to erect churches in 
its settlements and to maintain the required number of ecclesiastics, either as rectore 
or otherwise, for the preaching of the Holy Gospel, to perform divine service, and to 
administer the sacraments, under the authority of the bishop of Quebec, in wliose dio- 
cese the said colony shall remain as heretofore, and such rectors and other ecclesiastics, 
to be so maintained by the said company, will be named by the said bishop and will be 
under his control. 

LIV. The company may take for its arms an Sscutcheon, field green with the ex- 
tremity OTidee d'argenl, upon which wiD be laid a river au naturel, resting upon a cor- 
nucopia, ecu cJiefd'azur, sprinkled with^ear* de lyi vr, supported £uni face et iemie 
or, having two Indians aa supports and a cro^vn treflie, which we do hereby grant to the 
said company, to be used as their seal, authorizing the said company to affix the same 
upon their buildings, vessels, cannons, and wherever else they will think proper. 

LV. We do hereby authorize the stud company to make the necessary rules and 
regulations for tlie management and direction of their affairs and their trade, as well 
in Europe as in the countries of their grants, which rules and regulations we shall con- 
firm by letters psU^ent, so that the associates in the said company may be obhged to ob- 
serve the same according to their tenor and effect. 

LVI. Inasmuch as our intention is not that the protection which we do hereby 
grant and promise to tlio said company, be prejudicial to any of our other colonies, 
which it is our intention equally to protect. We do hereby forbid the said company to 
send over, under any pretext whatever, in the said province of Louisiana, any of the 
inhabitants of our said colonies, unless they obtain a written permission to that effect 
from our governors general in the said colonics, attested by our intendants or commis- 
sioners ; and We do hereby require our trusty and well beloved councillors, members 
tX our parliament, board of aocounts, and txywr de» aides, at Paris, to cause these pre- 
sents to be read, published and registered, and their contents to bo kept and observed 
according to their tenor and effect. All edicts, declarations, regulations, decrees and 
other things to the contrary notwithstanding, to which we have and do hereby derogate ; 
and we do hereby wiD and ordain that such faith be given to copies of tliere presents 
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torApareA with the original by our trusty and well boloycd couucillurB and Bccretaries) 
as is giTen to the original itself, for such is our pleasure ; and in order to give autheiL 
ticity to these presents, we have caused our seal to be hereunto affixed. 

Made at Paris, in the nkonth of August, in the year of our Lord one tbousandi 
iteven hundred and sevenleeni and of our reign the second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And further down, by orJIer of the King, 

LE DUC D'ORLEANS, 

Regent, present. 

PHILLIPPEAUX. 

Visa D'AouessEAU. Examined in the council Villeroy, and sealed with the great 
seal, &c.| then is written :«-*- 

Registered, at the request of the king's attorney general, to be executed according 
to its tenor and effect, without nevertheless that the statutes and regulations to be here- 
after made by the said Compagnie d* Occident f^^Weatem Company," may be put in'exe^ 
cution, unless they shall have been confirmed by the king's letters patent, duly register- 
edj and true copies of these presents have been sent to the Bailliages and SeTiecJiatissees 
within this jurisdiction, to be there read, publishexl and registered ; the deputies of the 
attorney general are required to cause this to be done, and to report the same to the 
court, vrithin one month, at Paris in parliament, the sixth day of September, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventeen. 

(Signed) GILBERT. 

And further down :— Compared ujion the original by us coimcillors and secretaiiea 
of the king, house and crown of France. [Signed.] 



[Oi'd. of 1705 to 1707, No. 1, Folio 5Q.] 

Ordinance wkdch lindis the reserve of fire-wood, which the seigniors liave stipulated in their 

cancessionSf to the inJiabitants of t/ie island of Montreal* 

jAcauEs RAunoT, &;c. 

The inhabitants of the island of Montreal having made known to us that ill theii* 
deeds of concession, there is a clause by which the seigniors of said island have thd 
right to take all the Wood they want upon conceded lands, which clause, not being 
well understood, might justify the seigniors in taking, upon each lot conceded such a 
quantity of wood, that it might at once iniin the whole of the said inhabitants ; by 
reason of which the said inhabitants having requested us to summon the sieur Caich^ 
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to nppear before m, that he nrright exptain this clause, and to know from him, if the 
intention of the seigniors is to take upon ear.ii habitation all the wood ami timber 
they may want, either ibr iiiel or for r.arponter's work, fences and other works, and 
the said Caiche, having appeared before ua, has alleged and stated that in tiiith the 
intention of the seigniors was, inasmud) as by i-caaon of the grant wliicli bad bcrii 
asked of them, they could not preserve for themselves a sufficient quantily of wikmI 
for fuel, to take the same upon the lands of the inhabitants when they shouhl have 
none elsewhere, but that until now, the inhabitants have no reason to comjihiiii, tlio 
Heigniora not having as yet made use of their right ; that nevertheie^, the said wcii;- 
niors being willing to treat the said inhabitants fevorably, and in order to do away 
with their anxieties in that respect and the inconvenience it might siibject them to 
hereafter, he, in the name of the said seigniors, consented to limit the right of ta- 
king fii-e wood to one arpent upon each land of sixty arpt-nts, and so in proportion, 
upon the others, which firewood they will take upon tlio arpent nearer* the clearings of 
the inhabitants where the wood shall not have been cut dovm, reser^-ing to themselves 
the right of taking the other timber necessary for the erection of the buildings and de- 
pendencies of the seigniory, and for all other public buildings, which has been agreed 
to by the said inhalritants ; we do hereby ordain, conformably to the offers of the said 
seigniors, and to tho acceptation of the said inhabitants, that in respect to the fire wood, 
the said seigniors of Montreal shall only take it upon one arpent in each concession 
of sixty arpents, and so in proportion in tho others, which said fire wood they wUl 
take on the arpent nearest the clearings of the inhabitants where the wooil shall not 
have been cut down, of which fire wood, the said seigniors will dispose as they think 
proper, by means whereof the said seigniors are deprived of the riglit to which they 
laid claim, of taking all the fire wood they might want in the swd concea^iions, reser- 
ving CO them, however, the right of taking upon the said lands all tho timber necessa- 
ry for their own buildings and for public buildings. 

Made in our residence, at Montreal, the 2d July 1706. 



[Ordinance of 1708, No. 2, Folio 13.[ 

Judgmmt rendered by Mr. Raudot, ia ^elafjoit to tlie rig/U of ahooling nndJUhing in 
the leignimry of Beaupre. 

Jacques Raubot, &c. 

The Reverend Gentlemen of the Seminary of this city, seigniors of the (Jke de 
Beau^e, having informed us that they obtdned, in the month of July 1689, ft«ra Mr. 
de Lotbiniere, acting for Mr, de Ohampigny, iniendant of ttus country, an ordinance 
founded upon another, rendered by Mr. Duchesnean, dated 91st day of October 1G77, 
containing a prohibition to all the inhabitants of this cotmtry to enter, for the purpose 
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of shoodng and fishing, upon the lands of the seigniory of Beaupr^, tinder a penaltf 
of one hundred livres, and under pain of confiscation of their arms, which ordinance 
remained unexecuted until this day, for want of publication, and of the said He- 
verend Gentlemen of the Seminary praying for a renewal of the said probibitiooi 
under the same penalties, we, having taken the matter into our consideration, consi- 
dered the petition of Mr. Tremblay, acting for and on behalf of the Seminary, in 
which a reference is made to tho ordinance of Mr. Ducbesneau, dated the 2l8t day of 
October 1677, to the ordinance of Mr. de Lotbiniere, at the bottom of the p>etition of 
the 2d day of July 1689, the grant made to the Seminary aforesaid by Messrs. Denou- 
ville and de Champigny, governor and intendant of this province, of the beaches in 
front of the said seigniory of Beaupre and other lands in their possession, dated the 
24th day of October 1657, and the confirmation of His Majesty, dated the 1st day of 
March 1688, registered in the office of this council the 28th day of February, — ^We 
do hereby prohibit and forbid any person of whatever quality and condition, to shoot 
and fish upon the beaches, fiats and islands in front of the said seigniory of Beau- 
pr^, and also upon the lands within its limits, without leave from the seigniors, under 
the penalty of one hundred livres, and under pain of confiscation of the arms of per* 
sons found shooting or fishing upon the said lands as aforesaid ; and these presenti 
shall be read and published in the parishes of the said seignioiy, at the chur^ door, 
on the first simday or holyday hereafter, after divine service, so that no person may be 
ignorant of these presents. 

Made at Quebec, at our residence, the 16th March 1 708. 

(Signed) RAUDOT. 



[Ordinance of 1708, No. 2, Folio 92.] 

Ordinance to aittJiorizi Mr. de Berihier to reunite the lands of his inhalntaiiUg to Hi 

Domain. 

Jacques Baudot, &c« 

Seeing our ordinance of the 27th January 1707, ordering the inhabitants who have 
taken concessions in the parish of Berthier, within a year and a day from the date of 
publication of oiu: said ordinance, to reside upon the lands granted them, temr Jhu 0t 
lieu, and satisfy all the other conditions of their said concessions, in default of which 
it will be adjuged upon the demand of the said seignior, of the 28th August last, that 
their lands be re-imited to his domain, and Martin Casaubon, acting for Mr. de Ber- 
thier, having made known to us that Lagrandeur, Safa^ Lavigne, Du Tremble und Chsr 
ron, inhabitants of the said seigniory, have failed to comply with the said ordinance^ 
and praying that their lands be re-united to the domain of the said seigniory ;- 



eonaideration thereof, W« do hereby re-unite to the domuii of tba saitl seigniory of 
Beithier, the lands of the above named inhabttauts, and grant leave to Mr. de Berthier 
to dispose of the aajne as he shall think fit. 

Made at Quebec, in our reeldence, the Slat October 1708. 

(Signed) RAUDOT. 



[Ordinance of 1710, No. 4, Folio 117j 

Ordinance tttaintaming Mr. Michd Perrot in the property and pottaiion of a land gi- 
ven to Mm in exdMtge hy Mr. La Rose, and ordering Mr. dv Becanamrt to grant 
to him a deed of conceaiion of the said land. 

Antoine Denis Racdot, ka. 

Having seen and examined the ordinance rendered, after contestation, by Mr, Jac- 
ques Raudot, our father, the 15th June 1708, between Michel Perrot, as representing 
Louis Chedevergne dit La Rose and Mr. de B^cancourt, by which the said Perrot bte 
been maintained in the property and possession of the land he had received in ex- 
change from the said La Rose, and this according to the proces-verbal of a survey, 
made by Michel Lefevre the 22d February 1703, reserving one arpent and one eighth 
of an arpent, granted to the Indians of the mission of Bccancourt, for the erection of 
their fort, and for which the eaid Mr. de Bccancourt was ordered to give him a deed rf 
concession, according to promise made by him to that effect, the 9th September 1700, 
and the metes lixed by the said proces-verbal, and also conformably to the other clau- 
ses and conditions menboned in the said proces-verbal and the deeds of concession 
given to the other inhabitants, and that within fifteen days of the notification of the 
said ordinance, in default whereof the said ordinance should operHte as a valid title of 
concesdon to the said Perrot, and by which ordinance Nicholas Perrot, captain, was 
required to pve communication thereof to Mr. de Bccancourt, and to certify the same 
at the bottom of the said ordinance ; having also seen and examined the certificate of 
the said Nicholas Perrot, dated the 20th Juno 1708, together vrith the documents 
mentioned in the said ordinance, placed in our hands by the said Michel Perrot, toge- 
ther with memoirs explanatory of his pretensions ; having moreover seen another or- 
dinance of Mr. Jacques Raudot aforesaid, our father, dated the 22d February 1709, 
by which it has been ordained that the parties should be more amply heard upon 
their respective contestations, before him or before us, when on our way to Montreal 
we shoi^ pass hy Three-Rivers, and by which ordinance, by provision and without 
prejudice to the rights of the parties, upon the merits of their pretensions, permission 
has been given to Mr. Bccancourt and to the Indians of the mission of father Ralte, 
to sow the lot of land in question, and the said La Rose has been forbidden to disturb 
them ; also the other documents placed in our hands by the said Mr. de Becancoturt, 
to wit : three deeds of concession to Claude David, Vincent Verdon"and de Cado 
4it Poitevin, dated 4th December 1678, 28th July 1682, and 2d April 1683 ; a certi 
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ficate of Nichola-s Pcrrot of tlie 6tli February 1709, the certificate of the notificatioii 
of the fiaid La Rose?, dated the 11th March 1709; a plan of the land in contestadoD 
by Mr. de Bucancourt, and a memoir of the same upon the case adressed to Mr. Jac, 
ques Raudot, oui* father, dated the 2'lth March 1710 ; — Upon the whole having matu- 
rely deliberated, and inasmuch as when we were about to adjudicate upon the matter 
at Three-Rivrrs, on our return from Montreal, the said Mr. de Bdcancourt requested 
us verbally to suspend our judgment until his return from a voyage he was about to 
make, to visit the highways in his quality of road insjx^ctor, grand voyer^ after which 
immediately on his return, he would come down to this city with the said Perrot, his 
adverse party, and being informed that he has returned from his voyage upivards of 
fifteen days, and has neglected to come to this city as he had promised, although the 
sai^ Nicholas Perrot, who is here since four days, has certified unto him that he had 
notified him to come down with him ; — We, wiUiout any reference to the last provi- 
sional ordinance rendered by default by Mr. Jacques Raudot, intendant, our &ther, 
the 22d February 1709, do hereby ordain that the ordinance rendered, after contesta- 
tion, by the said Mr. Jacques Raudot, the 15th June 1708, be executed according to 
its tenor and effect ; and in conformity with this ordinance, we do hereby maintain the 
said Michel Perrot in the property and enjoyment of the land he has received in ex- 
change from the said La Rose, and this according to the proces-verbal of survey of 
Michel Lefevre of the 22d February 1703, with the exception of one arpent and one 
eighth of an arpent given to the indians of the mission of B^cancourt, for the erection 
of their fort; and we ftirther ordain and enjoin the said Mr. de Becancourt to execute 
in his favour a deed of concession, according to the promise of concession made 
thereof, the metes fixed by the said proces-verbal of survey, and the clauses and con- 
ditions of the deeds of concession he has given to the other inhabitants, and this with- 
in fifteen days of this ordinance, and in default thereof, this ordinance to operate as 
a valid title of concession in favour of the said Michel Perrot ; we do hereby order 
the said Nicholas Perrot, captain, to give commimication of this ordinance to Mr. de 
Becancourt, and to certify the same at bottom thereof; and inasmuch as the said pro- 
perty has been enjoyed by the indians, we do hereby order that the parties be put out 
of court in relation to the claim of interest and damages, and restitution of revenue 
made by the said Perrot ; and we fiuther declare and ordain that, in case the said in- 
dians should have sowed the land in question this year, they shall reap the produce 
thereof, forbidding them and Mr. de Becancourt, for the future, to disturb and molest 
the said Perrot in the property, possession and enjoyment of the said land, on pain of 
damages interest and costs. 

Made at Quebec, at our residence, the 24th August 1710. 

(Signed) RAUDOT. 
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[Ordinance of 1711, No. 5, Folio 9.] 

Oramance ordering the widow Toupin to take the necessary steps upon tJie departure of 
the vessels, to obtain tlie ratification of a concession made to her, 

Jacques Raudot, &c. % 

Upon the representations made to us by Maiic Madeleine Mezeret, widow of the 
late Jean Toupin, that a concession of half a league in front by two leagues in depth* 
to begin behind the seigniory of Belair, granted to her by the Marquis of Vaudreuil 
and by us, on the 20th January 1706, which said concession she has neglected to have 
ratified, in consequence of the representation of Mde. Dauteuil, who stated to her that 
the lands mentioned in the said grant had already been conceded to her, without exhi- 
biting, however, any title of concession ; and that during that year, the said dame 
Dauteuil had gone over to France, and the said dame widow Toupin, expecting her re- 
turn every year, has taken no steps to have"^the said lands established, although a num- 
ber of inhabitants have demanded the same, and as it would be unreasonable that the 
said dam[lB Dauteuil, by her absence, should expose the said vtddow Toupin to lose her 
rights, if any she has by virtue of our concession, and inasmuch as it is the intention 
of His Majesty that lands shall be established, the said widow Toupin demands from us 
that we shall be pleased to grant her permission to concede lands to the inhabitants 
who demand the same, upon the same conditions lands are conceded in the seigniory of 
Belair, vnth promise to surrender the said concessions in the hands of the said dame 
Dauteuil, if she has obtained a previous grant of the said lands, provided nevertheless, 
that she vnll not be bound to the restitution to the said dame Dauteuil of the rents she 
shall have received from the inhabitants, who will be obliged to pay her the said rents, 
until she surrenders the same to the said dame Dauteuil ; — In consideration whereof, 
seeing the said concession of the 20th January 1706, and inasmuch as the intention of 
His Majesty is that lands be immediately established, we do hereby ordain that the 
said widow Toupin will be prepared, at the departure of the first vessels, to apply to 
the king for a ratification of the grant in question, without prejudice, however, to the 
rights of the said dame Dauteuil ; we do hereby grant her permission to concede the 
lands within the said half league in front by two leagues in depth behind the said sei- 
gniory of Belair, to the inhabitants who shall demand the same, upon the same condi- 
tfons as lands are conceded to inhabitants already established in the said seigniory, 
granting to her all the rents that shall be due by the said inhabitants, until the day that 
the said dame Dauteuil shall establish that she has obtained a previous grant. 

Made at Quebec, the 8th March 1711. 
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[Ordinances of 1713 to 1730, No. 6, Folio 19.] 

Ordinance re-uniting to the domain of the sieur Tremblay fix arpenU of land out if 
twelve, possessed by sieur Louis Gaul tier and ordering the said LouU GauUier 
to take a title for the othtr six arpents, at tJie rate of ttccnty sols and one capon, or 
instead of tlie capon, twenty sols for each arpent in front by 40 wi depth. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

On the petition of Pierre Tremblay, presented to us, stating that he has acqmred 
from Charles and Pierre Lessard, brothers, a seigniory situate at EboulementSy of three 
leagues in front by two leagues in depth or thereabout, upon which seigniory the said 
Lessards have granted to Louis Gaultier a concession of twelve arpents in front, by 
a written promise that the said Louis Gaultier pretends to have, who, -within the 
last seven years that he is established upon the concession, has only cut down the 
trees upon three or four arpents in superficies, more or less, and cultivated the same 
with the hoe (cL lapioche) ; inasmuch as the said concession cannot be put in value, bj 
the said Louis Graultier, and causes considerable injury to the said Tremblay, who 
humbly prays that we will be pleased to reunite to his domain, six arpents out of the 
twelve arpents now possessed by the said Louis Gaultier, and that he be obliged to 
take a title from the said Tremblay, under the condition of paying him every year, on 
the day and festival of St. Remy, twenty sols and one capon, or twenty sols^ at the 
choice of the said Tremblay, for each arpent in front by forty in depth, and one soil of 
certs for the six arpents in front ; — In consideration whereof, we have re-united and do 
hereby re-unite to the domain of the said Tremblay, six arpents of land in fixmt, out of 
twelve arpents of which the said Louis Gaultier has taken possession, and we ordain 
that the said concession be limited to six arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, 
upon condition that the said Gaultier shall take from the said Tremblay a deed of am- 
cession, at the rate of twenty sols and one capon, or twenty soh, at the option of the said 
Tremblay, for one arpent in front by forty arpents in depth, and one sols de cens for the 
said six arpents in front, payable upon the festival of St. Remy, in each year, upon con- 
dition also that the said Gtiultier shall reside upon the said land, and shall preserve the 
oak and pine timber thereon, fit for masts and the building of vessels. 

Done at Quebec, the eighteenth of April 1713. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ordinances from 1713 to 1720, No. 6: Folio 67.] 

OrdkMmce r^ecting another ordinance of Mr, Descharnhault, and which orders thai the 
deed of concession of the common of La Prairie de la Magddaine shall be granted 
suxording to its tenor and effect, Sfc. Sfv. 

Michel Beoon, 

Considering the petition presented to us by Jean Baptiste Hervieux and Fran9oii 
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Le Bert, inhabitants of La Prairie de la Magdeleine, setting forth that the reverend 
Fathers of the company of Jesus, seigniors of the said place, by contract of the nine- 
teenth day of May, one thousand six hundred and ninety-four, had conceded to their 
tenants a common, to be by them and their heirs and assigns enjoyed for ever, subject to 
the charges, clauses and conditions therein stated, by which said deed it is expressly 
covenanted that it shall be lawful for the said reverend Fathers, the Jesuits, and all 
the said tenants, to take in the said common timber for making boards, deals and other 
wood which may be needful to them for building, and in the event of any wood being 
taken by them or by others to be sold, the wood so taken shall be paid at the rate of 
twenty sols by each tree that will be cut down, the proceeds to be used for the advan- 
tage of the said common, and accounted for annually, and that upon the faith of these 
conditions the said Hervieux and Le Bert, to follow up the instructions of His Ma- 
jesty and to contribute to the public good, have caused a saw mill to be constructed 
upon their lands, in the hope of enjoying the privileges mentioned in the said deed, 
which said mill cost them considerable sums ; nevertheless, the inhabitants of the said 
place, in small numbers assembled, and moved by envy and jealousy and acting, so to 
say, fiirtivelyr have by surprise obtained from the reverend Father Vaillant, the agent 
of the said Jesuits, and from the lieutenant-general of the royal jurisdiction of this 
town, an ordinance dated the nineteenth day of January last, by which upon their 
mere statement and without the principal inhabitants having been heard, and without 
any reason whatever, the said lieutenant-general declared null and void the said article 
cf the said contract, forbidding the said Hervieux and Le Bert from cutting and carrying 
away any wood, upon pain of confiscation and other greater penalties, without taking 
into consideration the injury done to the said Hervieux and Le Bert, who went into 
the undertaking upon the solicitation of the said inhabitants, and particularly of the 
said Father Vaillant, who for the purpose of giving the undertakiug increased facili- 
ties and ensuring its success, gave them a permission to take timber upon the lands of 
the said seigniory, dated the twelfth of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
twelve, and without considering also, that it is not lawful to annul a contract without a 
general meeting and deliberation of all the parties interested ; the said Hervieux and 
Le Bert praying that, seeing the deed of concession of the nineteenth of May, one 
thousand six hundred and ninety-four, and without regard to the ordinance of the 
nineteenth of January last, it may be ordered that the said Hervieux and Le Bert 
shall be kept in the privileges to them granted imder the contract, and to forbid all 
persons from troubling them in any manner whatsoever, inasmuch as it is the inten- 
tion of His Majesty to establish manufactures for the good of trade in the colonies, 
our order at foot of the said petition, dated the twenty-seventh of March last, shall 
be communicated to the parties interested in order that they may appear before us, . 
upon our arrival at Montreal, the said petition and order served at the instance of the 
said Hervieux and Le Bert to Jacques Den6 Detaille, an inhabitant of the said seig- 
niory of the Prairie de la Magdelaine, as well for himself as for the other inhabitants 
of the said place, by Le Pailleur, a bailiff of the superior council, dated the seven- 
teenth of this month, with notice to appear before us on the said day to answer the 
complaint of the said Hervieux and Le Bert, Pierre Gagn^, captain of militia in the 
i^d seigniory, and part of the inhabitants having appeared before us this day, the 
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said parlies heard, and the said Herrienx and Lo "Bort, who have prayed that the co!!' 
elusions of the said petition be granted, and incidentally have requested that the said 
inhabitants may be prevented from obstiiicting the small river which feeds their mill 
with water, by trees which arc daily cut down without being hauled up by them, 
which causes them damages, on penalty of fifty livresy which they claim from such of 
the inhabitants as will so cut down trees in the said liver, without cutting them up 
and upon the verbal demand of the said inhabitants, that the said Hcrvieux and Lc 
Bert will be bound to saw the timber which they will carry to their mill, the 
said Hervieux and Le Bert, consent to saw the said timber, in so far as the mill will 
allow, upon condition that the inhabitants will give them one half of the boards and deals 
which will be cut, together with the slabs, as is practised in other mills in this coun- 
try, upon condition, nevertheless, that the said inhabitants shall give the said Her- 
vieux and Le Bert, in all the month of November of each year, a statement of the 
timber, the sawing of which they vnW require, in order that they may act accordingly 
upon default whereof, and the said period elapsed, the said Hervieux and Le Bert 
will be permitted to cut the timber necessary to furnish their said mill ; further that 
permission will be granted them to saw about seven hundred logs, which are now at 
the saw mill, before the timber which the said inhabitants may send thereto ; — Seeing 
the said deed of concession of the nineteenth of May, one thousand six hundred and 
ninety-four, the paper signed by the said Father Vaillant, dated the twelfth of Decem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and twelve, the ordinance of the said lieutenant-ge- 
neral of the nineteenth January last, published the twenty-first of the said month, the 
petition of the said Hervieux and Le Bert, and the written answer fiimished by the 
said inhabitants to the said petition, together vnth the plan of the said common, with- 
out regard to the ordinance of the said Deschambault, of the nineteenth of January 
last, we Jiereby order that the said deed of concession of the said common, of the nine- 
teenth of May, one thousand six hundred and ninety-four, shall be executed according 
to its tenoi: and effect, forbidding the said inhabitants from obstructing the river which 
feeds the mill of the said Hervieux and Le Bert with water, by the trees daily cut 
down by the said inhabitants, vnthout cutting them up, upon pain against contrave- 
ning parties of a fine of ten livres, payable to the said parish of La Prairie de la Magde- 
laine, and upon the verbal request made by the said inhabitants that the said Hervieux 
and Le Bert shall saw the timber which shall be taken to the said mill, it is ordered 
that the said Hervieux and Le Bert shall be held to saw the timber which shall be car- 
ried to the said mill by the said inhabitants, in so far as the mill allows, the said inha- 
bitants giving therefor one half of the said boards and^all the slabs as is practised in 
other mills in this coimtry, we also order that the said inhabitants shall notify the said 
Hervieux and Le Bert of the quantity of timber they will require to be sawed, in order 
that they may act accordingly, and not cause to be cut as large a quantity of timber as 
usual for the purposes of the saw mill, which declaration the said inhabitants shall be 
b6tmd to make to the said Hervieux and Le Bert in the month of November of each 
year, in default of which, after the lapse of the said period, the said Hervieux and Le 
Bert shall have the right of cutting the timber required for the said mill, and of sawing 
it in preference to that of the said inhabitants ; leave is further granted the said Her- 
vieux and Le Bert to saw seven hundred pieces of timber now at their said mill, be* 
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fere ihey saw for the said inhabitants ; and upoii the representation of the said He 
tieux and Le Bert, that some of the inhabitants frequently, without any great neces- 
sity, cut down the timber of the said common and allow it to rot upon the spot, for 
the purpose of depriving the sard Hervieux and Le Bert of the same for the use bf the 
said saw mill ; we have also ordered that the said inhabitants shall abstain from cut- 
ting down any timber in the said common, which is ilot immediately carried of, either 
for the purpose of making boards or for their us^, on pain of a fine of ten livres 
against those who shall permit timber to rot upon the spot after cutting it down; paya- 
ble to the said parish ; these presents shall be read and published after diviile service 
in the said parish, in order that no body plead ignorance of the premises. So order 
ted &c. 

Done at Montreal, the twentieth of May, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen; 

(Signed) BEGON, 



[Ordinances from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 75.] 

Ordinance hy which the inhabitants of "Bouchafd Islands are dtspeTisedfrom the nec'essiti^ 

of giving their corvee labor upon consecutive days, and providing that such labor 

shall be given at different and at separate periods', as hereih eetjbrth: 

• 
Michel Begon, &c. 

... . . • ^ • '•■•'','" . » ■• . J 

Considering the petition presented to us by Michel Lalibert^, Jean Gautler and 

Pierre Cezar^ dit La Grardelette, inhabitants of the seigniory of Bouchard Islands, 
belonging to the sieur Desjordy, acting as well for themselves as for the other inhabi- 
tants of the said seigniory, setting forth that, although the lands which they possess in 
the said seigniory have been granted to them, subject to the payment of rents and 
other seigniorial dues, such as otlier seigniors in this country exact froni their tenants,- 
nevertheless the said sieur Dejordy compels them to give him daily corvee labor, in 
proportion to tlie extent of land possessed by each of them, and that such corvee la- 
bor is exacted from them during the season for sowing, and praying that we may dis- 
«harge them from the said corvee labor, unless the said Dejordy will prefer granting 
a common for the purpose of grazing their cattle, which would not be prejudicial to 
the said Dejordy, his seigniory being extensive, and seeing our drder appended to the 
isaid petition, dated the twenty-third of May last, requiring the parties to appear be* 
fore us this day, touching the said petition, which said parties having appeared, the 
fiaid sieur Dejordy stated that the said inhabitants had no right to claim exemption 
from corveelabor in his favor, inasmuch asby their deeds of concession they were bound 
thereto ; that although he was tiot averse to granting the common which they asked 
for, nevertheless he would only make such grant to the inhabitants already settled 
and to settle hereafter in the said Bouchard Islands, on condition that the said inha- 
bitants would fence in the said common with pickets, and that they would, by reason 
of the said grant, give him a day of corvee labor by each farm, and in the event of 
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tiiere being inhabitants with two farms, such to give two days labor, and so on vnttk 
respect to others, requesting us further to order that all the inhabitants shall reside 
upon their farms, tiendrontjeu et lieu, and shall clear their lands according to the in- 
tention of His Majesty, in default whereof such lands shall bo reunited to his domain^ 
and that it be prohibited them to shoot elsewhere than upon their own property, on 
pain of incurring a fine of ten livres, — ^to wliich the said inhabitants made answer that 
they cannot accept the offer of the said sieur Dcjordy to grant them a common npoa 
condition of fencing in the same, inasmuch as the said fence could not be made strong 
enough to resist the ice and floods, which would carry away the said fence and oblige the 
said inhabitants to go to considerable expense every year to keep up the same, and 
that in respect to the corvee labor, in the event of our condemning them to give such, 
to apportion it and to give them the alternative of giving the labor or of paying to 
die said sieur Dejordy, when they desire to exempt themselves from such labor, forty 
sols for each day of such corvee^ After hearing the parties, considered the petition^ 
examined a deed of concession and Upon the whole deliberated, we order that the 
said inhabitants shall give to the said Dejordy the daily corvee labor mentioned ill 
their deeds of concession, which said corvee labor, the said Dejordy will only exact 
from the said inhabitants but at different periods and separately, to wit : one during 
sowing time, one during hay making and the last during harvest time, that those who 
have more than three to give, shall give them during the season for ploughing, thai 
such of the inhabitants who desire to exempt themselves from the said corvee labor^ 
Inay do so upon payment, to the said sieur Dejordy, of forty sols for each day of such 
labor, provided payment be made forthwith to the person notifying them to furnish 
such labor.— *" We enjoin the said tenants to reside upon their farms and to cause 
the same to be cleared, in default whereof it is hereby declared that, upon complaint 
made by the said Dejordy against those who shall not reside upon their farms and 
cause the saihe to be cleared, we shall reimite the same to the domain of the said De* 
jordy, upon the certificate of the rector and of the captain of militia ; they are pro^ 
hibited from shooting upon the domain of the seigniory of the said sieur Dejordy, 
and upon his uncoHceded lands, under the penalty of ten livres against the contra-^ 
vening party. The captain of militia is required to carry out the provisions of the 
present ordinance, and the necessary prosecutions for the recovery of the fines in* 
curred under the same. Thus ordained, &c. 

Made and ordained at Montreal; the third of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen* 

(Signed) BSGON« 
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[Ordinances from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Polio 77.} 

Ordinance wJiich reqtdres the sieurs Hertd and de Niverville, teigniars of C^ambly, anct 
the inhahitonts of the said Seigniory to agree upon experts to ascertain the damages 
suffered by the latter y by reason rf the tmU race of the said sieur Hertdf and the 
timber which is deposited upon their lands^ 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Jean Maillot dit La Roche, Adrian Cliarlegrain and Francois Bcsset, of Chambly^ 
acting as well for themselves as for the other inhabitants of the said place, entrusted 
with their power of attorney, dated the third of the month, having represented to us 
that the sieur Hertel, seignior of Chambly aforesaid, has granted to Monsieur de Ra- 
mezay, governor of Montreal, permission to erect a saw mill upon the river des Hu- 
rons, which flows through the lands of several of the said inhabitants, that the waters 
retained by the dam of the said mill submerge a portion of the said lands, and caus» 
them considerable injury ; that the waters so retained upon their lands rapidly flowing 
out carry with them the saw-dust and slabs, which are deposited upon their 
fields, which injures them and compels them to carry off the said slabs to prevent the 
grass under from rotting; that a number of pine trees have been taken upon the lands 
granted them, which the said sieur Hertel has furnished to the said mill, without pay- 
ing them the value of the same, to which they are entitled as the proprietors of the 
pine trees upon their farms ; that by the ordinances of Monsieur Raudot, dated the 
3d July 1707 and 23d of June 1710, ordering the reunion to the domain of the said 
Jean Hertel of a grant to them, made by the sieur St. Ours, the twenty-sixth Augtist 
one thousand six hundred and ninety-seven, and approved by Monsieur le Marquis de 
Denonville and Monsieur de Champigny, the twenty seventh of the said month, it is 
provided that the said Hertel will furnish other lands, in other places, when thereunto 
required, the said inhabitants praying of us that the same extent of ground be awarded 
them, upon the same charges and conditions as those set forth in the said concession, 
and that permission be granted them to take timber upon the imconceded lands of the 
said seigniory, and further that a common be granted them, as well for the grazing of 
their cattle and the taking of wood for their use, as for the purpose of making a set- 
tlement so soon as they may be obliged to do so ; — ^the sieur Pierre Hertel de Mon- 
court, Jean Baptiste Boucher, sieur de Niverville, as having married demoiselle The- 
reze Hertel, acting for themselves and for the sieur Hertel, their father, and for the 
sieurs de la Fresni^re, Coumoyer, Rouville, Hertel St. Louis, Beaulac aad St. Michel, 
having been heard, they stated to us that the sieur Hertel, their father, has by deed 
executed before La Baume, notary at Boucherville, dated the of March 

last, ceded to them, by way of anancement Wmrie^ the said seigniory in its entire, which 
remains undivided between them ; that in their quality aforesaid, answering the de- 
mands of the said inhabitants, they are willing that the pretended damages suffered by 
them, in consequence of the overflowing of the waters by reason of the dam of the 
said mill, shall be estimated by experts, to be chosen among themselves j that they 
are flirthcr willing to give up to the said inhabitants all the slabs which are deposited 
upon their lands by the waters of the said mill, by way of compensation for the da-^ 
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mages which it is pretended they suffer, as well by reason of the said slabs as bj lei* 
son of the saw-dust deposited in their fields ; that as to the demand of payment made 
by the said inhabitants, for the pine timber cut upon their lands, the sieur de Hert4 
their father, prays that our judgment may be withheld in that respect until the retun 
of Monsieur de Ramezay here, by reason ol" the covenants between the said sieor de 
Hertel and the said sieur de liamezay ; thai they agree to give them, as an equivalent 
of the concession to them made by the sieur de St. Ours, two arpents in front by forty 
in depth, upon the banks of the little river adjoining the new concession of three ar- 
pents in front, which the said sieur de Niver\'iile has undertaken to make to Phillippes 
Poirier, abreast of St. Pierre Island, descending the little river, at the same rate of 
six deniers yearly for each of the said inhabitants ; that with respect to the permissioii 
required by the said inhabitants, of taking timber upon the other unconceded lands of 
the seigniory, they can give no consent to that effect, that the sieur de Niverville ofien 
to the said inhabitants St. Pierre Island, to him granted in its entire by the said dear 
Hertel, for the purposes of a common, in which common the said inhabitants maj 
graze their cattle and take the timber necessary, either for building or for the\r use, 
and in which said common, an extent of ground shall be set apart for the purpc^^ of 
a settlement when the same shall bo deemed necessary, upon condition that all the in- 
habitants of the said seigniory shall give him, yearly, two days of corvee labor, by 
each granted land, one during the season for sowing and the other in l^arvest time, 
upon notifying them two days beforehand, or forty sols for each day's labor, at their op 
tion, that the said sieur de Niverville shall have in the said settlement a lot of ground 
for the purpose of building, twice the size of those alloted to the said inbabitans, and 
will have the right of grazing his cattle in the sai^ common, subject to his contributing, 
in the same way as an inhabitant, his share of the labor necessary to the said conunon. 
After examination of the deed of concession made by the said sieur de St. Ours, dated 
the twenty-sixth of August 1687, the ordinances of Monsieur Raudot of the third of 
July 1707 and of the twenty-third of June 1710, the power of attorney of the said in- 
habitants and their petition of the third of this month, the plan of the seigniory of 
Chambly, to all which due regard being had, we do order that the said sicurs Hertel 
and Niverville, and the said inhabitants shall agree with one another with respect to 
experts, to value the pretended damages made to the said lands by the overflowing of the 
water, occasioned by the mill dam aforesaid, such damages to be paid to the said inha- 
bitants, according to the report which vnll be made by the said experts, that the slabs 
which the said inhabitants have collected and will collect hereafter in their fields vrill 
belong to them, by way of compensation, as well for the past as for the future, of the 
injury pretended \o have been sustained by the said inhabitants in consequence of the 
deposits of the said timber and the said saw-dust, that the pine timber which has been 
cut upon the lands of the said inhabitants, by the order of the sieur Hertel, shall be 
paid to the said inhabitants^, at the rate of tei^ sols for each tree, saving to hini his re- 
course against such persons as may be liable to him, that the said ordinances of Mon- 
sieur Raudot, of the third of July 1707 and twenty-third Jime 1710, shall be executed 
according to their tenor and effect, that by reason of the premises, the sieurs Her-: 
tel and Niverville shall make a grant to the said inhabitants as an equivalent of the 
ppncession to them made, by the said sieur de St. Ours, of three arpents in front, 
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which the said eieur de Niverviile hath undertaken to make to Phillfppes Poirierv 
abreast of St. Pierre Island, in descending the little river, upon condition of the pay- 
ment of six deniers annually, by each of the said inhabitants, the said inhabitants are 
forbidden from taking any timber upon the unconceded lands of the said seigniory of 
Cbambly, under penalty of a fine of three Uvt^^ against each of the contravening par- 
ties, payable to the Fabrique of the parish of the said seigniory of Chambly, and 
seeing the offer of the said sieur de Nivendlle to give to the said inhabitants St. 
Pierre Island, for the purposes of a common, and to build therein a settlement to pro- 
tect themselves from the enemy, and the acceptation made by the said inhabitants of 
the said offer, it is in consequence ordered that the said sieur de Niverviile shall cede 
and abandon to the said inhabitants of St. Pierre Island aforesaid, in its entire, to him 
granted by the said sieur Hertel, to be by them used as a common, and in which com- 
mon the said inhabitants may graze their cattle and take the timber necessary for 
building and for their use, and in which an extent of ground shall be set apart for the 
purposes of a Settlement, upon condition that all the inhabitants of the said seigniory 
shall give him, yearly, two days of corvee labor by each granted land, one during the 
season for sowing and the other in harvest time, upon notifying them two days before 
hand, or forty sols for each day's labor, at their option, that the said sieur de Niver- 
viile shall have in the said settlement a lot of land for the pmpose of building, twice 
the size of those allotted to the said inhabitants and will have the right of grazing his 
cattle in the said common, subject to his contributing, in the same way as an inhabi- 
tant, his share of the labor necessary to the said common. 

Made at Montreal, in our residence, this seventh day of June one thousand seven 
hundred and fourteen, 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ordinances, from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 83.] 

Order c<mfirming the redemption made hy Madame de Varenne of a lot of land pur- 
chased by Alexis Bissonnet, 

Michel Begon, &;c. 

The widow lady of the late sieur de Varenne, proprietor of the seigniory of Cap 
Varenne, having represented to us, that having brought suit in an action en retrait 
figainst Alexis Bissonnet, an inhabitant of Vercheres, in which suit an interlocutory 
order was made, the eleventh day of May last, requiring qu^avantfaire droit, the said 
dame de Varenne should produce the deed of concession made to Jean Gaultier, of 
the land acquired by the said Bissonnet, and that being desirous of proceeding tojudg- 
fnent in the said suit, the sieur Deschambault, lieutenant-general, had sent the pro- 
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seedingsin the said action before iia» by reaBon of his having been informed dUit As 
said Bissonnet had appealed to us in the matter in qaestion, wliich convpek hert9 
pray of us, inasmuch as the determination of the said cause lies with us, to confirm 
the proceedings had before the said justices of this city and thereby avoid the hetLTf 
expenses which would be incuired by a new proceeding, praying of us to cause tiie 
said Bissonnet and Jean Graultfer to appear before us, and that thereupon it be ordered 
that the said Bissonnet shall be bound to give up and abandon to the said dame de Va- 
renne, a lot of land situate in the said seigniory of Cap Varenne, containing two azpenta 
in fixmt by thirty in depth, acquired by the said Bissonnet from the said Jean Graultier^ 
in compliance with the clauses of the deed of concession made by the said late sieurde 
Varenne, to the said Graultier, of the said land, executed before Frerat, notary, on the last 
day of May, one thousand six hundred and seventy-eight, setting forth that the said sienr 
de Varenne, among other things, reserves to himself the right of redeeming the said 
land, in the event of the same being sold by the said Graultier, upon repaying to the 
purchaser the price of the same, the said dame de Varenne offering to repay the said 
principal sum, with costs and charges, the amount being tendered a bourse deUee et de- 
nieri decouxerU^ and sauf d^parfaire ; — ^Having heard the parties and seen the deed of 
concession of the last day of May 1678, the ^petition presented by the said dame de 
Varenne to the said sieiu* Deschambault, dated the first of may last, the order at the 
£x)t of the same, bearing the same date, the service of the said petition and order at 
the instance of the said dame de Varenne, to the said Bissonnet, by one Senet, a bai- 
liff, the fourth of the same month, the notification of the redemption to be made, at 
the instance also of the said dame de Varenne to the said Bissonnet, by the said Senet 
the fourteenth day of the month of May aforesaid, with summons to appear before the 
justices of the said city to be condemned to surrender to the said dame de Varenne^ 
by right of seigniorial redemption, the possession of the said conceded land, circum- 
stances and dependencies, upon the offers made by the said dame de Varenne to the 
said Bissonnet, of the price of sale, costs and charges a bourse deliee et deniers decou- 
vertSn yxA sauf h farfairey accoding to law, the judgment rendered the said eleventh 
of May last, — The whole seen and considered, we have, seeing the appeal to us in 
this cause, affirmed the proceedings had before the said Deschambault, and have de* 
clared the redemption, {retraiC) made by the said dame de Varenne, good and valid,, 
and we therefore order that the said Bissonnet shall be held to surrender and deliver 
up to the said dame de Varenne, the land and premises by him acquired £iom the said 
Jean Gaultier, subject to the said dame de Varenne, paying forthwith to the said Jean 
Gaultier the sum of fifteen hundred and fifty livres, amount of the piu-chase money, in* 
asmuch as the said Bissonnet has not paid the said sum to said Gaultier, we a^uge the 
said dame de Varenne to pay to the said Bissonnet, the simi of thirty-six livres, at which 
we have taxed the costs and charges, upon which the said dame de Varenne will remain 
and be the proprietor of the said land, and the said dame de Varenne did immediately and 
in our presence, pay the said siun of fifteen himdred and fifty livres to the said G^aultier, in 
notes, nine whereof of one hundred livres each and thirteen of fifty livres eadi,^ toge^ 
ther with the sum of thirty-six livres, of which payments the said dame de Varenne 
required acte^ which we have granted her, by reason whereof the said dame de Va» 
renne doth remain well and duly exonerated and discharged ; we adjudge the said 
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fiissonnet to give up to tho said dame do Varenne, the sidd deed of sale end other ti« 
ties relative to the said land and to him given by the said Graultier. 

Done at Montreal^ the fifteenth day of Jmie, one thousand seven hundred and 
ifourteen> 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. of 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 88.] 

OrJimance ioMch condemns the sieur de RigauvUUt to give titles to the inhabitants to 
whom he hxis cowxded lands ^ and to make them place metes and bounds, and ordering 
him to appoint am, ag&nt to receive his rentes m the seigniory of Berthier^ 

Michel Begon, &Cv 

Considering the present petition, we order tlie sieur de Rlgaurille, to cause the 
lands conceded in the seigniory of Berthier to be meted and bounded in all the month 
of March next, for which purpose the said de Rigauville will procure the attendance 
of a surveyor from Montreal, who will be paid by the said inhabitants, we further or 
der the said Bigauville to grant deed^ of concession to the inhabitants to whom lands 
have been conceded, upon their paying the costs of such deeds ynxh a copy for tho 
seignior and another for the grantee : and upon the complaints made to us by the said 
inhabitants that the said Rigauville hath neglected to appoint an agent in the said 
seigniory, to receive the rents of the same, we do order that tho said de Bigauville 
shall appoint an agent in the said seigniory, to whom the said inhabitants may pay 
the rents due to them, and we dispense them from paying the said rents elsewhere 
than in the manner house of the said seigniory, or in some place vdthin the same, at 
the time fixed by their deeds of concession. — The present ordinance shall be signified to 
the said de Bigauville, and upon his default, to cause the lands of the said inhabitants to 
be meted and bounded, in all the month of march next, and to grant them their deeds 
of concession, we have discharged and do hereby discharge the said inhabitants from 
the payment of any rents to the said de Rigauville, from the first day of April next 
until the day of the execution of the deeds of concession before notaries, which he 
is bound to give them, and of the prods'Verbal of bomage. 

Done atMontreal^ the nineteenth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
{burteen^ 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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naid parties heard, and the said Hervieux and Le Tiert, who have prayed that the coh 
elusions of the said petition be prrantcd, and incidentally have requested that the said 
inhabitants may be proventcul from obstnicting the small river which feeds their miB 
vnth water, by trees which arc daily cut down without being hauled up by them, 
which causes them damages, on penalty of fifty JivrfSj which they claim from such of 
the inhabitants as will so cut down trees in the said nver, %vithout cutting them up 
and upon the verbal demand of the spid inhabitant.**, that the said Hervieux and Lc 
Bert will be bound to sew the timber which they will carry to their mill, the 
said Hervieux and Le Bert, consent to saw the said timber, in so far as the mill will 
allow, upon condition that tlie inhabitants will p^ve them onohalf of the boards and deals 
which will be cut, together with the slabs, as is practi-;od in other mills in this coun- 
try, upon condition, nevertheless, that the said inhabitants shall give the said Her- 
vieux and Le Bert, in all the month of November of each year, a statement of the 
timber, the sawing of which they will require, in order that they may act accordingly 
upon default whereof, and the said period elapsed, the said Hen-ieux and Lc Bert 
will be permitted to cut the timber necessary to furnish their said mill ; further that 
permission will be granted them to saw about seven hundred logs, which are now at 
the saw mill, before the timber which the said inhabitants may send thereto ; — Seeing 
the said deed of concession of the nineteenth of May, one thousand six hundred and 
ninety-four, the paper signed by the said Father Vaillant, dated the twelfth of Decem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and twelve, the ordinance of the said lieutenant-ge- 
neral of the nineteenth January last, published the twenty-first of the said month, the 
petition of the said Hervieux and Le Bert, and the written answer fiimished by the 
said inhabitants to the said petition, together vnXh the plan of the said common, with- 
out regard to the ordinance of the said Deschambault, of the nineteenth of January 
last, we Jiereby order that the said deed of concession of the said common, of the nine- 
teenth of May, one thousand six hundred and ninety-four, shall be executed according 
to its tenor and effect, forbidding the said inhabitants from obstructing the river which 
feeds the mill of the said Hervieux and Le Bert with water, by the trees daily cut 
down by the said inhabitants, vsrithout cutting them up, upon pain against contrave- 
ning parties of a fine of ten livres, payable to the said parish of La Prairie de la Magde- 
laine, and upon the verbal request made by the said inhabitants that the said Hervieux 
and Le Bert shall saw the timber which shall be taken to the said mill, it is ordered 
that the said Hervieux and Le Bert shall be held to saw the timber which shall be car- 
ried to the said mill by the said inhabitants, in so far as the mill allows, the said inha- 
bitants giving therefor one half of the said boards and»all the slabs as is practised i» 
other mills in this coimtry, we also order that the said inhabitants shall notify the said 
Hervieux and Le Bert of the quantity of timber they will require to be sawed, in order 
that they may act accordingly, and not cause to be cut as large a quantity of timber as 
usual for the purposes of the saw mill, which declaration the said inhabitants shall be 
bdund to make to the said Hervieux and Le Bert in the month of November of each 
year, in default of which, after the lapse of the said period, the said Hervieux and Le 
Bert shall have the right of cutting the timber required for the said mill, and of sawing 
it in preference to that of the said inhabitants ; leave is ftirther granted the said Her- 
vieux and Le Bert to saw seven hundred pieces of timber now at their said mill, be* 
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i fere ihdy saw for the said inhabitants ; and upoii the represeritation of the said He 
?' tieiix and Le Bert, that some of the inhabitants frequently, without any great neces- 
• flity, cut down the timber of the said common and allow it to rot npon the spot, for 
Uie purpose of depriving the said Hervieux and Le Bert of the same for the use bf the 
said saw mill ; we have also ordered that the said inhabitants shall abstain from cut- 
ting down any timber in the said common, which is liot immediately carried of, either 
for the purpose of making boards or for their usd, on pain of a fine of ten livres 
against those who shall permit timber to rot upon the spot after cutting it dovnii paya- 
ble to the said parish ; these presents shall be read and published after divine service 
in the said paiishj in order that no body plead ignorance of the premises. So order 
ted &c. 

Done at Montroal> the twentieth of May, one thousand seven hundred and fourteen: 

I (Signed) BEGON, 



[Ordinances from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 75.] 

Ordinance by which the inhabitants of Botichard Isldnds are dtspemedfrom the necessity 
of giving their cortee labor upon consecutive daysy and providing that such labor 
shall be given at differeTU and at separate periods^ as hereik s€tforth\ 

MicuEL Begon, &c. 

. • ■ . , ■ ■•-.'»■ < •• ^ • . 

Considering the petition presented to us by Michel Lalibert^, Jean Gautier and 

jPierre Cezare dit La Grardelette, inhabitants of the seigniory of Bouchard Islands, 
belonging to the sieur Desjordy, acting as well for themselves as for the other inhabi- 
tants of the said seigniory, setting forth that, although the lands which they possess in 
the said seigniory have been granted to them, subject to the payment of rents and 
other seigniorial dues, such as otlier seigniors in this country exact froni their tenants,* 
nevertheless the said sieur Dejordy compels them to give him daily corvee labor, in 
proportion to tlie extent of land possessed by each of them, and that such corvee la- 
bor is exacted from them during the season fol: sowing, and praying that we may dis- 
eharge them from the said corvee labor, unless the said Dejordy will prefer granting 
a common for the purpose of grazing their cattle, which would not be prejudicial to 
the said Dejordy, his seigniory being extensive, and seeing our drder appended to theJ 
isaid petition, dated the twenty-third of May last, requiring the parties to appear bc* 
fore us this day, touching the said petition, which said parties having appeared, the 
feaid sieur Dejordy stated that the said inhabitants had no right to claim exemption 
from con;ec labor in his favor, inasniuch as by their deeds of concession they were bound 
thereto ; that although he was tiot averse to granting the common which they asked 
for, nevertheless he would only make such grant to the inhabitants already settled 
and to settle hereafter in the said Bouchard Islands, on condition that the said inha- 
bitants would fence in the said common with pickets, and that they would, by reason 
of the said grant, give him a day of corvee labor by each farm, and in the event of 
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land ; — ^the said rEchaillon having been heard stated, that the said eieur de St. Ours, his 
father, had ceded the said land to him, by deed executed before Antoine Adh^mar, a 
royal notary, of the royal jurisdiction of this city, dated the 19th of July 1712, the said 
land having belonged to the said de St. Ours, by means of re-union to his domain eject- 
ed by the ordinance of Monsieur Raudot, dated the 17th of July 1710, and of the sieur 
Raimbault, acting as his deputy, dotted the 30th Jime 1712, by reason of the default of 
the said heirs Deguire to inhabit the said land, tenirfeu et lieu, to cultivate the same, 
make the necessary fences for the common, perform the other public works, and to give 
the necessary clearings to their neighbours, the said de TEchaillon praying that he may 
be kept in the possession and enjoyment of the said land ; — The said Jean Deguire 
having represented that since the said pretended re-union, one Sanssoucy to whom he 
had farmed out the said land, had paid to the said de St. Ours the sum of three livres, 
on account of the ccns et rentes of the said land, as appeared by a receipt of the said de 
St. Ours, dated the 10th of November 1712, and had made all the fences and ditches: 
and had given dealing to their neighbors, as appears by the certificate of the sieur de 
la Faye, rector of the seigniories of Contrecceur, St. Ours and Verch^res, maintaining 
that the said ordinances cannot be invoked against them, and praying that they may 
be allowed to contest the same, inasmuch as the same were rendered against them by 
default : — ^Having heard the parties, seeing the sale by the said de St. Ours to the said 
Francois Deguire dit Larose, dated the 13th September 1682, the discharge of the said 
de St. Ours, dated the eighth of April 1688, of the purchase money, another discharge 
of the 17th November 1712, the deed of concession of the said land, made by the said 
de St. Ours to the said de TEchaillon, the 12th July 1712, the ordinance of Monsieur 
Raudot of the 7th July 1710, that of the sieur Raimbault of the 30th June 1712, and 
having considered upon the whole, we have admitted the said heirs Deguire as parties 
contesting the said ordinances of Monsieur Raudot and the sieur Raimbault, and inas- 
much as it doth not appear by the same, that they were informed that the said land, 
which was so re-united to the domain of the said de St. Ours, had been sold by him for 
the sum of one hundred and thirty-one livres, by his paper writing, dated the twentieth of 
September 1682, nor that they were informed that, since the sale of the said land coa- 
siderable sums of money have been expended by the said late Francois Deguire to 
clear the same, we do hereby order that the said de TEchaillon shall pay to the said 
heirs Deguire the sum of one himdred and thirty-one livres for the like sum paid to the 
said sieur de St. Ours, by the said late Francois Deguire ; moreover that the said land 
shall be seen and examined by the inhabitants, having a knowledge of these matters, 
who shall be chosen by the said TEchaillon and by the said heirs Deguire, who will 
estimate all the improvements made upon the said land since the thirteenth day of Sep- 
tember 1682, to the 19th of July 1712, at which period the said TEchaillon "took pos- 
session of the said land, in virtue of the grant made to him by the said de St. Ours, by 
his father, after the re-union made of the same to the domain of the said de St. Ours, 
the 30th of June of the said year 1712, in virtue of the ordinance of the said Raim- 
bault, which said arhitres shall draw up a report for the said heirs, upon which the said 
de rEchaillon shall pay to the said heirs the estimated value of aU the said improve- 
ments, together with the said sum of one hundred and thirty-one Hvres, and this with- 
in eight days after the said report shall have b^en served upon the said rEchaillon,-^ 
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k imd in default of the said de rEchaillon paying the said sums within t)ie said delay, we 

£ hsLve condemned him and do hereby condemn him, without the necessity of any further 

n proceedings, to deliver up and surrender the said land to the said heirs, who shall en- 

s j#j the same sus they have hitherto done, subject to the payment, by them to the said de 

: St. Ours, of the arrears ofcens et rentes now due. — We have granted acte to the said sieur 

t de rEchaillon of the nomination naade by him of one Laiiviore, of St. Ours, yeoman, 

I and to the said Jean Deguire and Jeanne Deguire, his sidter, of the nomination made 

by them of one St. Martin of Contrecceur, yeoman, who will take the necessaiy oath 

before the dsar Faye, rector of the seigniories of St. Ours and Contrecoeur, whom we 

have named for that purpose. 

Done at Montreal, tlie twenty-seventh of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
iburteeo. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. from 1713 to 1720, No. 6: Folio 180.] 

(Ordinance pestponmg a decision upon the petition of the sieur de Vincclotte (by which it 
is pretended that tJte oak trees upon his seigniory belong to him, as having been 
given to the dame de Chavigny, his mother,) until the intentions of His Majesty 
upon the subject shaU have been made hnowru 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Between Joseph Amiot, sieur de Vincelotte, plaintiff, by petition, personally pre- 
«ent on the one part, and Pierre Caron, Pierre Bemier, Charles Bemier, and Jean 
Foumier, inhabitants of the said seigniory, acting'as well for themselves as for Jean 
Blais, Jean Goudreaux ismd the widow C6t(^, defendants, summoned to appear this day, 
personally present, on the other part, the said petition shewing that Damoiselle Gene- 
vieve de Chavigny, mother of the plaintiff, wife by her second marriage of the sieur 
de rEjHnay, a councillor of the king, and his attorney in the prevote and admiralty of 
this city, hath obtained from Messrs. de Frontenac and Duchesneau, heretofore gover- 
nor-general and inteTidant in this country, an ordinance in virtue of which the plaintiff 
pretends h^hath a right to take oak trees, in his seigniory of Vincelotte, for building 
SB well upon sea as upon land, and for these purposes he hath, about a year ago, com- 
menced cutting down and drawing out a portion of the oak timber for a vessel which 
lie is desirous of building, which oak timber he has so drawn from a distance of four 
miles and a half^ with a view of preserving a few trees of like timber nearer to him, 
upon the lands of some of his censitaires, to be used as he may require the same in 
building, but that having been compelled by illness, duiing the last winter, to come hither 
m search of health, the said censitaires, notwithstanding the reserve made of the said tim- 
^ bar upon their lands did, immediately after his departure, sell and take away all the oeJc 
limber which they had upon their lands, to defraud the plaintiff, and to derive profit from 
that which does oiot belong to them, concluding that we might be pleased to compel to ap- 
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pear before iis, such of tlie said inhabitants as have clandestinely sold the said oak trees, 
in order that such penalties may be imposed upon them as may be thouglit fit by«i 
and that the sums of money received for the value of such timber may be paid over to 
the said plaintiff, as the proprietor of the said timber, and with a view of avrndiBg 
costs, that the captain of militia of the place shall read the said petition to the paities 
interested, and that the price agreed upon for the said oak timber shall be seized in the 
hands of the purchasers of the same ; and by the said Caron, Bemier and Foiimier,it 
was stated that they had sold a few oak trees which were upon their lands, to the sieor 
Prat, for the purposes of a vessel he is now building, but that the said oak trees do not 
belong to the said Viucelotte, as alleged by him in his said petition, but that the same 
belong to His Majesty, who has in all the grants made in this coimtiy, of lands in 
seigniory, reserved the oak timber for the construction of vessels, and who has order- 
ed all seigniors to make the same reserve in the grants which they would make of lands 
in their seigniories, to the inhabitants of this country, which reserve is not made widi 
a view that seigniors may profit by the same, but solely that oak timber being pre- 
served in this colony. His Majesty may dispose of the same for the building of sbipe, 
that the plaintiff cannot take advantage of the permission obtained by damoiselle Char 
vigny, the mother of the sieur de Viucelotte, from Messieurs de Frontenac and Dtt- 
chesneau, to take timber upon the conceded lands of his censifaires to build as wefl 
upon sea as upon land, inasmuch as the said permission is only granted upon condition 
that it shall not interfere with the condition set forth by the grant made by Mr. Talon, 
which sujects the said damoiselle de Chavigny, as well as all other seigniors of the 
coimtry, to preserve and cause to be preserved, the oak timber, not for their use, but 
for the king's, and that though it were a favor which Messieurs de Frontenac and Du- 
chesneau had intended to convey upon the said damoiselle de Chavigny, it could not be 
prejudicial to them, inasmuch as they had not been heard, the permission having been 
granted upon a mere petition, that if Messieurs de Frontenac and Duchesneau had 
intended that the said damoiselle should be more favorably ti-eated than any of the 
other seigniors of the colony, by granting her the oak which His Majesty has reserved, 
they would have obtained a confirmation of the gift; of the said timber, which the 
sieur de Viucelotte pretends was made to his mother, which has not been done, and 
which, nevertheless, was more necessary than the confirmation of grants, inasmuch as 
to render this gifl valid, it would be necessary that His Majesty should have desisted 
from the reserve which has always been made of the said timber, that since the settle- 
ment of the coimtry, the seigniors have sold the oak timber which has been found on 
their domains, and the inhabitants the timber foimd upon their lands, when occasion 
presented itself, vsrithout either the seigniors or the inhabitants being prevented by the 
governors or intendants, by reason of any contravention by the said seigniors and in^ 
habitants, to the clause in their deeds of concession which prohibits their disposing of 
any oak timber, which seems to have been tolerated in favor of ship building, by rea- 
son of the advantages resulting to the colony therefrom, but that this indulgence hav- 
ing always been extended equally to the seignior and inhabitant, it is right that they 
should profit by the oak timber foimd upon their lands respectively, and in truth, no 
other seignior, except the said Viucelotte, has claimed such a privilege up to this pe^ 
riod, that moreover they pay him forty sols of rente fmcure annually, by each arpent 
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in front by foity in depth, besides a capon, whilst the iiili&bilanU of the udjoiiiiug 
seigniories only pay twenty soU by arpent. Praying that the action wrongfully 
brought against them by the sieur Vincelotte may be dismissed, and main-levee granted 
of the seizure made in the hands of the sieur Prat, — Having examined the said peti- 
tion, our order dated the twentieth of April last, at foot of the same, requiring tlio 
parties to appear before us, at our residence, the first day of July next at eight o'clock 
in the morning, with permission to the petitioner to seize as prayed for, at his risk 
and peril, the certificate of the service of the said petition and order at the instance 
of the said Vincelotte, to the said Goudreaux, Blais, Pierre and Charles Bemier, Jean 
Founder and the widow C6te, by Jean Michon, bailiff*, dated the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth days of June last, with summons to appear before us on the said day, the re- 
turn of the seizure made at the instance of the said de Vincelotte, in the hands of tlio 
sieur Prat, by Rageot, a bailiff* in the prevote of this city, this day, the deed of con- 
cession dated the third of November 1672, granted by the said Mr. Talon, intendant 
in this country, to the said damoiselle de Chavigny, of a league of ground in firont, 
by as much in depth upon the river St. Lawrence, from Cap St. Ignace inclusively to 
the unconceded lands, in which deed it is set forth that the said damoiselle Amiot 
shall preserve as well the oak timber fit for ship building, which may be found upon 
the land she will reserve to herself for her principal manor, as the oak timber of like 
quality upon lands conceded to, or to be hereafter conceded to her tenants, — also the 
petition presented to Messrs. de Frontenac and Duchesncau, their order at the bottom 
thereof, dated the 29th October 1680, setting forth a permit to the petitioner to take in 
the said seigniory such timber as she may require for the building of houses and of 
vessels, without that the said order can be prejudicial to the clause set forth in the 
deed of concession of Mr. Talon, nor that the said damoiselle Amiot shall have the 
right to take from any one inhabitant all the timber which she may require, or to take 
the same from such places where they may have been preserved, either fijr ornament 
or for immediate use, — ^having also seen a deed of concession of a land four arpents 
in front by forty in depth, granted by the said damoiselle Amiot to Pierre Glonet, ex- 
ecuted before the late Remain Becquet, royal notary in the pr^vdt^ of this city, dated 
the 14th October 1678, by which the said Glonet is bound to preserve standing all the 
oak trees which may be found upon the said land fit for ship building, — ^and having 
upon the whole maturely considered, we have suspended adjudicating upon the de- 
mand of the sieur Vincelotte, imtil it shall have pleased His Msgesty to communicate 
to us his intention touching the said demand ; nevertheless we have provisionally 
granted main-levee of the seizure made in the hands of the said Prat. 

Done at Quebec, the fourth of July, one thousand seven hundred and fifteen. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Polio 188.} 

OrdiTiance pcrmittifig the sieur Hamelin, seignior of a portion, of Crrandinetj to cause t&t 
issues and profits of the land of the widow Lahais and of her children^ to he sold, 
the proceeds of such sale being applied to the payment of the rents and arrears (f 
rent due, the balance to be paid over to tJie said widow as tfte tutrix of her childroL 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Upon the representations made to us by sieur Francois Hamelin, seignior of a por- 
tion of Grondines, that the land belonging to the widow Lahais and her minor chil- 
dren, issue of her first marriage, situate in the said seigniory, has been abandoned for 
the last five or six years, and the rents and arrears of the same have not been paid 
during that period, the said widow being in the district of Montreal, praying, as well 
for the purpose of securing the said arrears m for the benefit of the said minors, that 
h/s may be allowed to cause f he sale of the produce of the said land, to be puUished 
by the captain of militia, — ^to all which having due regard, we permit the said Hune- 
lin to cause publication of the sale of the produce of the said land by the said cap- 
tain of militia, and thereupon proceed to the sale of the same to the highest and last 
bidder, after three publications, after divine service, at the church door of the parish, 
the proceeds of the said sale to be applied to the payment of the said arrears, die ba- 
lance, if there be any, to be paid over to the said widow as tutrix of her said children. 

Done and given at Quebec, the 22d July 1715. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. of 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 190.] 

Judgment by which certain parties called Mayot, Lavigne and Gregoire are condemned 
by default, to residue (tenirfeu et lieu) upon the seigniory of Lotbinierey and to pay 
to the sieur Gkartiery seignior of the same, the cens and rentes due, upon pain qfrer 
union of their lands to the domain of the said seigniory. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

In a cause wherein Eustache Chartier, Esquire, sieur de Lotbiniere, councillor in 
the superior council of the country, plaintiff by petition, present in person, on the one 
part, against Ren^ Mayot, Lavigne and Gregoire, defendants, by default, acte of their 
default is granted to the said plaintiff, upon the summons served upon them by De- 
home, bailiff, dated the twenty-eight day of July last, retimiable this day, to the end 
that they may be condemned to reside upon, tenir feu et lieu, in the said seigniory of 
Lotbinidrc, and to pay the cens et rentes which they owe, in default whereof that the said 
lands may be and remain re-united to the domain of the said seigniory, to be dispose^ 
of by the said sieur de Lo&iniere as he may seo fit; and the said Lotbiniere having 
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prayed that the default of the said Mayot, Lavigne and Grx^goire may be registered, 
we have granted the same with costs. — These presents to be served, &c. 

Done and given at Quebec, the third August, one thousand seven hmidred and 
fifteen. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 204.] 

Ordinance coTidenrnmg the mhahUcunts of the Cote de Lauzon to exhibit to the sieur Bou- 

cheTy Priest <md Rector of Lauzon qforesaidy the deeds and titles concerning the 

lands which tJiey holdy together with the receipts of the cens and rentes they have paid 

to the late sieur Duplessis, in order to wind uf tJie accounts of the estate, under tits 

penalty of a fine of 20 livres against defaulters. 

Michel Bbgon, &;c. 

Having examined the present petition, we order all the inhabit;ants of the seigniory 
of Lauzon to exhibit to the sieur Boucher, Priest and Rector of the said seigniory, 
the titles and deeds of the lands they hold within the said seigniory, together with the 
receipts for the cens et rentes they have paid to the late sieur Duplessis. We name and 
appoint the said Boucher to settle and close the accounts which the said inhabitants 
have vdth the said estate, and confirm what may be done by the said Boucher, and for 
that purpose, we order the said inhabitants to exliibit to the said Boucher their titles, 
deeds and receipts within fifteen days afler the said petition, and these presents, shall 
have been read and published after divine service in the parishes of St. Nicholas and 
St. Joseph in the said seigniory, under penalty c^ a fine of twenty livres against every 
defaulter, payable to the said parishes and which fines shall be recovered and sued for 
by the church wardens of the said parishes. 

Done at Quebec, the twentiy-second of November, one thousand seven hundred and 
fifteen. 

(Signed) BEGUDN. 



[Ord. from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 204.] 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of the seigniory of NeuvUle from cutting doum 
timber of any description upon the unconceded lands of the said seigniory, under pe- 
nalty of a fine of fifty livres against any contravening parties ^ payable to the fa- 
brique of the said seigniory, 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Upon the complaints made to us by the sieur Dupont, councillor in the superior 
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eeedinga in the scdd action before jm, by reason of his having been informed that Ae 
said Bissonnet had appealed to us in the matter in question, wliich compels her to 
pray of us, inasmuch as the determination of the said cause lies with us, to confinn 
the proceedings had before the said justices of this city and thereby avoid the heavy 
expenses which would be incurred by a new proceeding, praying of us to cause the 
said Bissonnet and Jean Graultfer to appear before us, and that thereupon it be ordered 
that the said Bissonnet shall be bound to give up and abandon to the said dame de Va- 
renne, a lot of land situate in the said seigniory of Cap Varenne, containing two arpenta 
in fixmt by thirty in depth, acquired by the said Bissonnet from the said Jean Gaultier^ 
in compliance with the clauses of the deed of concession made by the said late sieurde 
Varenne, to the said Gaultier, of the said land, executed before Frerat, notary, on the last 
day of May, one thousand six hundred and seventy-eight, setting forth that the said -sieur 
de Varenne, among other things, reserves to himself the right of redeeming the said 
land, in the event of the same being sold by the said Craultier, upon repaying to the 
purchaser the price of the same, the said dame de Varenne offering to repay the said 
principal sum, with costs and charges, the amount being tendered a bourse deliee et de-^ 
niers decouverts, and sauf d parfaire ; — ^Having heard the parties and seen the deed of 
concession of the last day of May 1678, the ^petition presented by the said dame de 
Varenne to the said siem* Deschambault, dated the first of may last, the order at the 
foot of the same, bearing the same date, the service of the said petition and order at 
the instance of the said dame de Varenne, to the said Bissonnet, by one Senet, a bai- 
liff, the fourth of the same month, the notification of the redemption to be made, at 
the instance also of the said dame de Varenne to the said Bissonnet, by the said Senet 
the fourteenth day of the month of May aforesaid, with summons to appear before the 
justices of the said city to be condenmed to surrender to the said dame de Varenne, 
by right of seigniorial redemption, the possession of the said conceded land, circum- 
stances and dependencies, upon the offers made by the said dame de Varenne to the 
said Bissonnet, of the price of sale, costs and charges d bourse deliee et dcniers decou- 
verts, hndsatifd parfaire, acceding to law, the judgment rendered the said eleventh 
of May last, — The whole seen and considered, we have, seeing the appeal to us in 
this cause, affirmed the proceedings had before the said Deschambault, and have de- 
clared the redemption, {retrait) made by the said dame de Varenne, good and valid,, 
and we therefore order that the said Bissonnet shall be held to surrender and deliver 
up to the said dame de Varenne, the land and premises by him acquired £iom the said 
Jean Gaultier, subject to the said dame de Varenne, paying forthwith to the said Jean 
Gaultier the sum of fifteen hundred and fifty livres, amount of the piu-chase money, in* 
asmuch as the said Bissonnet has not paid the said sum to said Gaultier, we adjuge the 
said dame de Varenne to pay to the said Bissonnet, the simi of thirty-six livres, at which 
we have taxed the costs and charges, upon which the said dame de Varenne will remain 
and be the proprietor of the said land, and the said dame de Varenne did immediately and 
in our presence, pay the said sum of fifteen himdred and fifty livres to the said Gb,ultier, in 
notes, nine whereof of one hundred livres each and thirteen of fifly livres eadi, toge* 
ther with the sum of thirty-six livres, of which payments the said dame de Varenne 
required acte, which we have granted her, by reason whereof the said dame de Va* 
renne doth remain well and duly exonerated and discharged ; we adjudge the said 
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fiissonnet to ^ve up to tho said dame do Varenne, the said deed of sale end other ti« 
ties relative to the said land and to him given by the said Graultier. 

Done at Montreal^ the fifteenth day of Jmie, one thousand seven hundred and 
fourteen> 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. of 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 88.] 

Or^i$uince tohick condemns the sieur de Rigauville, to give titles to the inhabitants to 
whom he ha^ conceded lands , and to make them place tnetes and bounds, and ordering 
him to appoint an agent to receive his rentes in the seigniory of Berthier^ 

Michel Begon, &Cv 

Considering the present petition, we order the sieur de Rigauville, to cause the 
lands conceded in the seigniory of Berthier to be meted and bounded in all the month 
of March next, for which purpose the said de Rigauville will procure the attendance 
of a surveyor from Montreal, who will be paid by the said inhabitants, we further or 
der the said Rigauville to grant deed^ of concession to the inhabitants to whom lands 
have been conceded, upon their paying the costs of such deeds with a copy for tho 
seignior and another for the grantee : and upon the complaints made to us by the said 
inhabitants that the said Rigauville hath neglected to appoint an agent in the said 
seigniory, to receive the rents of the same, we do order that tho said de Rigauville 
shall appoint an agent in the said seigniory, to whom the said inhabitants may pay 
the rents due to them, and we dispense them from paying the said rents elsewhere 
than in the manner house of the said seigniory, or in some place within the same, at 
the time fixed by their deeds of concession. — The present ordinance shall be signified to 
the said de Rigauville, and upon his default, to cause the lands of the said inhabitants to 
be meted and bounded, in all the month of march next, and to grant them their deeds 
of concession, we have discharged and do hereby discharge the said inhabitants from 
the payment of any rents to the said de Rigauville, from the first day of April next 
until the day of the execution of the deeds of concession before notaries, which he 
is bound to give them, and of the prods'Verbal of bomage. 

Done atMontreal^ the nineteenth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
fourteen. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord.from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Polio 92.J 

Ordina'nce which maintaiTU the sieur Guertin in the possession and enjoyment of a Imii 
conceded to him the 20<A March 1710, without further dirges tJuin those stated^ 
his deed of concession. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Paul Guertiii, an inhabitant of the seigniory of ContreccBur, having represented to 
us, that he has purchased a land from Paul Demarest in the seigniory of Contrecoeuri 
containing three arpents in front, by twenty in depth, in exchange for ivhich he has 
granted the said Demarest a land to him belonging in Bouchard island, of which the 
sieur Dejordy is seignior, the said land belonging to the said Demarest, by purchase 
from Jacques Lavoix dit St. Amour, by deed executed before Abel Michon, notary, 
in the jurisdiction of ContrecoBur, in 1710, and to the said Lavoix belonging, by pur- 
chase from Guillaume Edeline dit Labonte, by deed before Antoine Adhemar, notary 
in this city, dated the twentieth of March 1710, praymgthatwe may order the sieur 
de ContrecoDur to appear before us, to the end that he may be ordered to allow the said 
Guertin to enjoy the land so granted, according to the deed of sale of the twentieth of 
March 1710, in which it is stated that the land is bounded, on one side by the lands of 
the church of the parish of Contrecoeur, and on the other side by dit 

Chateaubrillant, in front by the river St. Lawrence, and in the rear by uncoticeded 
lands, \vithout reference to a survey of the said lands made at the request of the said 
sieur de ContrecoBur, by one Basset, surveyor, about three years ago, and to the new 
boundaries established without reference to the survey made and the old boundaries es- 
tablished by one Le Rouge, a surveyor, about forty years ago, inasmuch as by follow- 
ing the recent sur\'ey, there wuuld be a diminution of a quarter of an arpent in front, 
by the whole depth of the said concession, and that if this diminution took place, hd 
would cease to be bounded on one side by the lands of the church, and on the other by 
that of the said Chateaubrillant, although these boundaries are stated in his title ; thel 
the said Contrecceur having been heard stated, that having ascertained that the survey 
made by Le Rouge caused him considerable loss in the whole extent of his possession, 
he has caused the same to be surveyed anew by the said Basset, and that in fact, by the 
last mentioned survey, it has been ascertained that the inhabitants of his seigniory pos- 
sess about five arpents of land in front, over and above the quantity set forth in their' 
titles, and that the said Guertin is in possession of a quarter of an arpent over the thre€f 
arpents conceded him, without paying rent for the said quarter of an arpent, vvhich hef 
deems to be unjust, inasmuch as by his deed he is only entitled to ninety arpents in su-' 
perficies ; — ^Having seen and examined the deeds of sale above dated, taken the wholes 
into consideration, without reference to the recent survey made by the said Basset, at 
the request of the said ContrecoBur, we do order that the said Guertin shall enjoy th0 
said grant, which vnll be bounded on one side by the lands of the church, and on the 
other side by that of dit Chateaubrillant, as set forth in the deed of the 

twentieth of March 1710, and according to the survey made by the said Le Rouge, 
which will be followed throughout the extent of the said seigniory, subject only to the 
payment of the charges stated in the said concession ; we do hereby enjoin all persons 
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to abstain fi'otn changing the ancient boundaries fixed, as well by the said Le Rouge, as 
by other surveyors, under pretence of correcting errors which may have been made by 

I him ; the present ordinance shall be read and published in the parish of the said seig- 

i niory, in order that nobody may pretend ignorance of the same. 

Done at Montreal, the twenty-fourth of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
fourteen. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ordnces. 17l3tol720, No. 6, Folio 94.] 

Orddnance condemnirig ths sieur de VEschaUlan to pay to the heirs Deguire dit Larose 
the sum ^131 livresj being Jbr a like sum paid to the sieur de St. Ours, his father ^ 
for a land sold to Frs, Deguire by the said de St. Ours, the improvements upon the 
said land to be paid, d dire d^ experts* 

Michel Segon, &c. 

Jean Deguire and Jeanne Deguire, wife of Jean Boyer, acting as well for themselves 
as for Jean Baptiste, Pierre Francois and Marie Magdelaine Deguire, Jean Valade, as 
having married Marie Joseph Deguire, and the children and heirs of the late Luc De- 
guire, all heirs of the late Fran9ois Deguire, their father, have represented to us that 
the sieur de St. Ours, Esquire, seignior of the place, had by a certain paper vmting 
Under his signatdre, dated the thirteenth of September, one thousand six hundred and 
©ig^ty-two, sold to the said Fran9ois Deguire dit Larose, a land and dependencies, si- 
tuate in the said seigniory of St. Ours, containing two arpents in front by thirty ar- 
pents in depth, which had heretofore been conceded to one Lacroix, for the sum of one 
hundred and thirty-one livres, as the price of sale, subject further to the payment of 
three livresr of seigniorial rent, three live capons or fifteen pence as and for the value of 
each capon, and one sols of seigniorial ceris et rentes, payable yearly, for the said land, at 
the manor-house of the said de St. Ours, at the festival of St. Martin of each year, which 
said sum of one hundred and thirty-one livres the said late Francois Deguire had paid 
to the said de St. Ours, upon a receipt signed by him, dated the eighteenth of April, 
one thousand sijt himdred and eighty-eight, of which land the said late Deguire had 
the enjoyment up to the day of his decease, which had occurred twelve years ago, hav- 
ing previously cleared about eight arpents of land fit for the plough, the said Jean De- 
guire, having since the decease of his father enjoyed the said land, up to the spring of 
last year, 1713, when the sieur de rEchaillon, the son of the said sieur de St. Ours, had 
prevented him from ploughing and sovring in the said land, under pretence that the same 
belonged to him, as having been given him by the said sieur de St. Ours, his father, 
"which had surprised the said Deguire, inasmuch as since the death of his father, he had 
always been in possession of the said land, praying of us that we may be pleased to 
order the said sieur de TEchaillon to appear before us, to the end that he may be order- 
ed to leave the said Deguire in the imdisturbed possession and enjoyment of the said 

H 
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niory, after divine 8er\-ice in the forenoon, on tlie first ensuing Sunday or fesdTal, 
that none may be ignorant of its content •>. 

Done at Quebec, the 15th February 1716. 

(Sigiiedj BEGOX. 



[Ord. of 1713 to 1720, No. C, Folio 231.] 

Ordinance hy uhich the inhahitanU of tJic se'ignlory of ha CJicrrotiere are exempted 
from corvee lahcmr in favor of their srignior, hy paying him txctnty sols a yearfr 
each concession of three arpents in front J hy forty arpents in depth ^ am St. Martini 
day, 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Having seen the petition presented by Ilcnr}- Germain, Simon Arcan, Jean Arcam 
inhabitants of the seigniory of La Chcvroticre, acting as wtll for theni^Ives as for 
Joseph and Louis Chapelain, Thereze ChtiilK', widow of the late Francois Nau and 
other inhabitants of the said seignior}-, by wliich they have given us to undeR^tand 
that, by our ordinance of the 22d January last, rendered between Mr. de la Chevro- 
tic^rc, proprietor of the said seigniory, and the said Joseph and Louis Chapelain, the 
said widovir Nau and Francois Nau, we have condemned them to give to the said de 
la Chcvrotiere their corvee labour, free from all expense to the seignior and -without 
he be obliged to provide them with food and the necessary tools, whenever they shall 
be requested so to do, by the said Mr. de la Chevrotiere, save and except during sow- 
ing and harvest seasons, with prohibition, however, to the said Mr. de la Chevrotiere 
and other seigniors of this colony to insert, in future, in their deeds of concessioii 
clauses relative to corvee labour, on pain of nullity, which said ordinance was by us 
rendered conformably to an ordinance of Mr. Raudot of the 4th June 1710, by which) 
upon the complaint of Mr. Robineau, seignior of Portneuf against one Marcot, by rea- 
son of his refusal to provide his own food and necessary tools during the days of cor* 
vie labour he was obliged to give every year to the said Mr. Robineau, free from all 
expense to the said Mr. Robineau, and without he should be obliged to provide for 
their food and necessary tools, and which is made common and applicable to the inha- 
bitants of Mr. de la Chevrotiere, and ordering thereupon the said inhabitants to give 
him their corvee labour, in the same manner as was settled and ordered for the inha- 
bitants of Portneuf, at the bottom of which ordinance is our own of the 2nd February 
1714, by which we have ordained that the ordinance of Mr. Raudot shall be executed 
aiicording to its tenor and effect; that the said si cur de la Chevrotiere having sued 
tlHjrn b(;foro the prevote of this city, by reason of the said corvee labour, a judgment 
Wfw therein rendered the 9th November 1714, by which the action of the said sieur 
de la (^!ievroti«ko was dismissed wdth costs; upon which the said sieur de la Chevro- 
tiOro did apply to us the 2nd October last, and our ordinance of the 22d January last 
was rendered, which said ordinance the said Germain and Arcan, the elder and the youn* 
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■ ger do request us to be allowed to oppose, as also the ordinance of Mr. Raudot of th» 
4th June 1710, inasmuch as the former was rendered without being prayed for by the 
said sieur de la Chcvrotiere, and without the said inhabitants having had an opportunity 
of being heard upon its contents, and the latter also for the reason last above mentioned, 
and fiirther because the said sieur de la Chevrotiere has failed to comply with the said 
ordinances, by the action he has brought against them before the prevdte, upon which 
"was rendered the judgment of the 9th October 1714 ; and inasmuch also as the ordi- 
nance of Mr. Dartigny of the 20th January last, by which the said sieur de la Che- 
vrotiere was permitted to oppose the judgment of the said 9th November, and sent to 
proceed before us, never was served upon them, the inhabitants, who however, do give 
their consent, to put an end to all litigation, to* pay to the sieur de la Chevrotiere, as 
an equivalent for the said corvee labour, twenty sols for each lot of land of three ar- 
pents in front by forty arpents in depth, to be paid every year on St. Martin's day ; 
seeing also our ordinances of this day, in the forenoon, at the bottom of the said peti- 
tion, summoning the parties to appear before us at two of the clock in the aflemoon 
to be heard upon the said petition, inasmuch as the said sieur de la Chevrotidre is now 
in town ; — ^Having heard the said sieur de la Chevrotidre, who has declared to us that, 
to avoid any contestation with his said inhabitants, and although they show no good 
and sufficient reasons to maintain their opposition, he is willing to accept of their of- 
fers, praying us, they the said inhabitants, and the said sieur de la Chevrotidre, to 
grant them acte of their offers and acceptation thereof respectively : — ^Wherefore, we 
do hereby grant acte to the said inhabitants and the said sieur de la Chevrotiere of the 
said offers and acceptation, and thereupon, notwithstanding our ordinances of the 2nd 
February 1714 and 22d January last, we do hereby order and command that all the 
inhabitants of the said seigniory shall pay in future, as an equivalent for the said cor- 
vee labour, twenty sols every year, for each lot of land of three arpents in front by for- 
ty arpents in depth, the payment to be made on St. Martin's day next, and shall so 
continue in future, by reason of which we do hereby exempt the said inhabitants froni 
the obligation of giving the said corvee labour. 

Done at Quebec, the 15.th March 1716. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. from 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 237.J 

Ordinance which forbids any person from tapping maple trees upon the domain of the 
seigniory of Bellechasse oMdthe unconceded lands of the said seigniory, upon penal- 
ty of lO livres, 

MiGHEL BeGON, &C. 

Upon the complaint made unto us by the sieur Rigauville, seignior of Bellechasse, 
that many inhabitants, without his knowledge, enter every spring upon the unconceded 
lands of the said seigniory, and even upon those of his domain, to tap the maple trees 
thereon and make sugar, which destroys the said trees, by causing the same to dry and 



TO 

4ecay in the space of two or diree years, and which causes a great injury to him tb 
said sieur de Rigauville, praying that we may bo pleased to forbid the said inhaHtantB 
tapping the said trees in future, upon such penalties as we shall think proper to impose: 
Wherefore, we do hereby forbid all persons from tapping maple trees upon the doman 
of Bellechasse and the unconceded lands of the seigniory, for the purpose of making 
sugar, on pain against the contravening parties of paying a fine of ten livret to dn 
church of the parish of the said seigniory ; and this ordinance shall be read and pub- 
lished in the said parish, after di\due service in the forenoon, so that none may be igoo- 
rant of its contents. 

Done at Quebec, this 20th March 1716. 

(Signed) BECK)N. 



[Ord. of 1713 to 1720, No. 6, Folio 247.] 

Ordmcmce which condemns the inJiahitants of (J/iamplainf to carry the grain Jhr the Jti* 
tenance of their JamUies to the mill of the said seigniory and to pay tocthe seigniuf 
toUf droit de mouture,/or such grain as they will take elsewhere, 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Upon the complaint made imto us by Madame de Cabanac, that many of the inha- 
bitants of the seigniory of Champlain refiise to take their grain to the mill of the said 
seigniory, to be ground there, although they are bound so to do by their deeds of con- 
cession, praying that We may be pleased to condemn the said inhabitants so to do, and 
to pay the droit de mouture for such other grain, which being intended for the sustmi- 
ance of their family, they may cause to be groimd in other mills than that of the said 
seigniory, and to pay such fine as we may think proper to impose. 

Wherefore, we do hereby condernn the said inhabitants to take to the niill of the 
said seigniory the grain intended for the consumption and sustenance of their familyi 
to be ground there, on pain of paying a fine of ten livres to the church of the parish rf 
the said seigniory, and also to pay to the said Madame de Cabanac the droit de mow- 
ture for such grain as they will cause to be ground at any other mill ; and this ordinance 
shall be read and published in the said parish, afler divine service in the forenoon, so 
that none may 1)6 ignorant of its contents. 

Done at Quebec, this 27th May 1716. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. of 1720, No. 7, A. FoUo 20.] 

Ordinance hy which Nicolas Bissonnet is admitted to oppose the execution of the ordin- 
ance of Mr, Raudot, of the 2nd July 1707, arid that provisionally he be bound to 
pay one bushel and a half of wheat for rent, the seigniorial dues, and one day^s 
work upon the common, 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Nicolas Bissonnet, one of the inhabitants of Vercheres, having appeared before us, 
•and having represented to us, that on the 25th June 1717, he obtained from Mr. Rau* 
dot, our predecessor, an ordinance by which Madame Vercheres was ordered to grant 
Jiim a deed of concession upon the conditions contained in the location ticket he had 
obtained from the late sieur de Vercheres, her husband, dated the 4th July 1685, ac- 
cording to which he is not bound to pay more for his land of three arpents in front, 
by thirty arpents in depth, than a bushel and a half of wheat, the seigniorial dues, and 
one day's work upon the common ; and more particularly that the said Madame de 
Vercheres, vdthout his knowledge, has obtained another ordinance of the said Mr. 
Baudot, dated the 2nd July 1707, by which she has obtained that he should pay 
for the said' land of three arpents in front by thirty arpents in depth, four Uvres and ten 
solSf and one bushel and a h^ilf of wheat, every year, which said ordinance the said 
Madame de Vercheres has never caused to be notified to him, and which only came to his 
knowledge in the month of July 1719, when the said Madame de Verchdres obtained 
a judgment to the same effect, in the jurisdiction of this city ; praying that inasmuch as 
the ordinance last mentioned was rendered at the request of the said Madame de Ver- 
ch^res, without his having had an opportimity of being heard, we may be pleased to 
admit him as an opposant against the execution of the said ordinance, and to order that, 
conformably to the location ticket of the said late sieur de Vercheres, he be merely 
bound to pay one bushel and a half of wheat for rent, every year, the seigniorial dues* 
and the day's work upon the conamon, as was ordered by the said ordinaace of the 25th 
June 1707 ;— Wherefore, we do hereby admit the said Bissonnet as an opposant against 
the execution of the ordinance of Mr. Baudot, dated the 2nd July 1707, and we do 
hereby ordain provisionally that the said Bissonnet do only pay, conformably to the 
location ticket of the sieur de Vercheres, one bushel and a half of wheat for rent, the 
seigniorial dues and one day's work upon the common; and we do hereby forbid the 
said Madame de Verch^es to require more;— Whereupon the parties shall appear 
before us the 18th September next. 

Done at Montreal, in our residence, this third day of July one thousand seven 
hundred and twenty. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. of 1720, No. 7, A. Folio 22.] 

OrdlnaTice which obliges the sieur Neveu to grant and amcede to Genevieve Ayot, vnfe of 
Jean Turcot, anot?ier lot of land in lieu of that belonging to her, and upon which he 
has established his domain, and to give her gratuitoiisly tlie proces-verbal of the, said 
landt 

Mtchkl Begon, &Ci 

The sietir Neveu, ptoprietor of the seigniory of Dautr^, Jean Turcot, one of the 
inhabitants of the island called St. Ignace, and Genevieve Ayot, his wife, widoW of 
one Berard dit Lepine, acting as well in her own name as in the name of her children', 
issue of her marriage with the said Lepine, having appeared before us, upon the 
summons of the said sieur Neveu, served upon the said Turcot and his vnfe and her 
children, by Perrin, a bailiff, the first day of this tnonth, in virtue of our ordinance of 
the 26th June last, at the bottom of the petition presented to us by the said sieur Ne- 
veu, the day last aforesaid ; and the said sieur Neveu having represented to us that he 
has acquired the said seigniory by judicial sale ; that having foxmd upon the said seig 
niory no domain nor any other* settlement, (the inhabitants who had taken concessions 
having lefl since fifteen or sixteen years,) he did apply to Mr. Raudot, our predecessor, 
who rendered an ordinance which he has brought before us, dated the 3rd Marcjh 1711, 
by which it is ordered that the inhabitants to whom concessions have been made in the 
said seigniory and their assigns shall reside thereon within six months from the day of 
notification of the said ordinance, and in default of so doing within the said period, 
that the said lands be re-united to the domain of the said seigniory, authorizing the 
said sieur Neveu to dispose of the salne in favor of v^hom he may think fit, declaring 
the said concessions he may so grant good and valid as if the said lands had never be- 
fore been conceded; that on the Sunday, 22d March 1711, he has caused to be pub- 
lished and posted up the said ordinance in this city, afler divine service in the fore- 
noon, that none may be ignorant of its contents ; that having heard since that the said 
Berard dit Lepine had possessed a land in the said seigniory, that he had died since 
he had lefl it, and that his widow had married again with the said Jean Turcot, then 
of Charlesbourg, he had caused to be served and delivered to him, in person, copy of 
the said ordinance of th^ 7th April 1713, with a request to reside upon the land of 
the said Lupine, in default whereof the said land should be re-united to the domain df 
the said seigniory, in conformity with the said ordinance ; that on the 29th January 
1713, there was published and posted up in this city a deci*ee of the King's Council^ 
fCon^seil d^Etat,) ordering all those who were possessed of seigniorial properties, 
upon which there was no domain in a state of cultivation, and upon which no inhabi- 
tants had settled, to put them in a state of cultivation and to cause inhabitants to settle 
thereupon, within a year from the day of the publication of the said decree, in de- 
fault whereof, afler the said lapse of time, it was the will of His Majesty that the 
said properties should be re-imited to his domain ; that to avoid being exposed to this 
re-imion and to comply with the intentions of His Majesty, he was obliged at the be- 
ginning of the year 1714 to cause a domain to be cleared and established, and none 
of the old grantees having appeared, he has made choice of the most convenient place 
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to erect a. grist mill ; that he began by the erection of such a building, as being the 
most efficacious to induce the inhabitants to settle in the said seigniory : that having 
found a place where pine was in abundance, he has erected a saw-mill and other 
buildings, and made extensive clearings, the whole amounting together to the sum of 
forty thousand livi'es ; that the facilities afforded by his mills have in fact induced a 
large number of inhabitants to settle in the said seigniory ; that he haii enjoyed his 
improvements until the fall of 1718, when having placed a farmer upon his domain^ 
the said Turcot, his vnfe, and the children of her marriage with the said Lepine came 
thereto, and having borrowed ploughs, they ploughed, against the will of his farmer,. 
a certain extent of land of his said domain, pretending that it formed part of the 
concession made to the said Lepine and by him abandoned ; that in the spiing of last 
year they gathered on the same spot, with force and arms, to sow the same, notwith- 
standing the proMbition made by the lieutenant of this city to do any work on the said 
land ; that it is not his intention to sue for these trespasses,, and that he would give 
them willingly the lands abandoned by the said Lepine, if things were still as they 
originally were, but that having established his domain upon the same, after a reu- 
nion thereto, and having spent thereon a great portion of his fortune, he ie entirely 
prevented from doing so, but nevertheless, to show his good disposition to render them 
justice to a greater extent than they a?e entitled to, he is ready and willing to give 
them, in IJeu of the concession of two arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, gi- 
ven to the said Lepine, another concession of three arpents in front by twenty ar- 
pents in depth, upon the same charges and conditions as those imposed upon lands of' 
a like extent, such concession to be bounded in front by the river St. Lawrence, in rear 
by the unconceded lands, on the north-east side by one Benin, and on the south side 
by one Glatus, of which said boundaries he will give them a proces-vcrhal gratuitously, 
when he shall give them possession of the premises, provided they take from him a 
deed of concession ; and the said sieur Neveu fuither offers to cause to be cleared 
upon the said land a certain extent of ground, ready to be ploughed, aiKl sufficient to. 
receive the sowing of eleven bushels, to cause this clearing to be begun in the month 
of September next, to continue the same with as many hands as possible, and to de-. 
mand ao rents for the said concession during ten years from the day that the said 
clearing shall be by him put in a state to be cultivated ; and that as to the other two 
concessions of two arpents in front each, purchased by the said Lepine, he is willing 
to reimburse the purchase money, amounting to ninety livres ; — Praying that if the 
said Turcot and his wife, in her said quality,, accept of the said offers, we may bo 
pleased, in case of need, to confirm the re-union of the lands abandoned by the said 
Lepine to the domain of the said seigniory, which said offers the said Turcot and wife,^ 
acting as aforesaid, have accepted and have then and there, in our presence delivered 
to the said sieur Neveu the deeds of the said three concessions abandoned as afore- 
said by the said Lepine ; and having seen the said deeds of concession, the first dated 
6th May 1674, being a concession to the said Lepine of two arpents in front by forty 
in depth, bounded on one side by the lands of Adrien Betourne on the north-east, and 
by the lands of Jean Groullard on the south-west ; the second, dated on the day last 
above mentioned, being a concession to the said Betourne of two arpents in front by 
forty arpents in depth, bounded on the south-west side by the said Lejnne ; the third* 
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ef the 4th May 1685, being a sale to the said Lepine of the concession of the said B^ 
toum^ ; the fourth, of the 6th May 1676, being a concession to the said Jean Goullard 
of two arpcnts in front by forty in depth, that the said Ayot states to have been pur- 
chased by the said Lepine, but of which the said deed of acquisition has been des- 
troyed by fire. 

The petition presented to us by the said Ayot and Jean Fran9ois Berard dit Le- 
pine, her son, acting as well for himself as for his brothers and sisters, praying, for the 
causes, matters s^d things therein stated, that we may be pleased to order the said 
sieur ^eyeu to surrender to them the possession of the said lands, at the bottom where- 
of is our ordii;iance of the 21st A^gus^ 1719, calling upon ihe parties to appear before 
us, to be heard on the 2nd Oc^ber theu next, at two of the clock in the afternoon ; the 
the service of the said petition an4 ordinance ; the summons to appear served upon 
^he said Nev^u on the 3rd September then next; seeing also the said petition of the said 
^eur Neveu, presented \o us ^e 3Qth June \as%, our ordinance of the same day and 
year last aforesaid, ordering the said Neveu to summon the said Ti^rcpt, and his wifp 
and the children of the said la^e Lepine to appear before us : — ^i 

We have grafted acfe to the said Neveu of his offers, and to the said Turcot and 
his wife of their acceptation thereof; and we do hereby ordain that in lieu of the cour 
cession of two arpents in front by forty in depth granted to the said late Lepine in the 
said seigniory, the said Neveu shall grant another concession bounded as above stated 
of three arpents in front by twenty arpents in depth, subject to the same charges and 
conditions as those imposed upon lands of a like extent, the proces-verhal of the bounda 
ries of which land the said sieur Neveu shall give them gratuitously, when he shall put 
them in possession of the same as he has agreed to do, and shall execute a deed in favor 
of the said Ayot and of her children issu^ of her marriage with the said Lepine, fpr 
their portions respectively, which deed they shall be bound to accept, upon which land 
the said Neveu shall begin to make a clearing in the iponth of September next, and 
shall continue the same with as many hands as possible, until there is a clearing ready 
for the plough ai^d sufficient to receive the sowing of eleven bushels of grain ; that the 
said Ayot and her children shall pay no rent for the said land during ten years from the 
day that the said clearing shall be terminated and shall have been put by the said sieur 
Neveu in a state to be sown ; and that in relation to the said concessions of two arpents 
in front by forty in depth, acquired from the said B^toum<^ and Goullard by the said 
Lepine in the said seigniory, the said Neye\i shall reimburse to the said Ayot and her 
children, the sum of ninety livres for the purchase money of the said lots, according to 
the parts and portions of and belonging to each and every one of them respectively, 
and thereupon We do hereby, if need there be, re-unite to the domain of the said seig- 
niory the three lands and concessions abandoned by the said late Lepine, to be dispos-* 
^d of by the said Neveu as ho may think fit. 

!OoQQ at our residence, in Montrei^l, the 3rd July 1720. 

(Signed) 5EQQ]^^.. 
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[Ord. from 1720 to 1721, No. T, B. Folio 11.} 

CrdimzTice vMck recalls an ordinance of Mr. Raimhauh, and which directs that anothe/ 

of Mr. Raudot of the 2nd July 1707 shall he executed according to its tenor ani 

effect, and that in con^cqtience the sieur Bissonnet will he hound to pay to Mr. de 

Vercheres the cens et rentes in corformity wUh his location ticket of the fourth of 

Jidy US5. 

Michel IBegon, &c; 

Nicolas Bissonnet, one ojf the inhabitants of Verchores, and Mde. do Vercheres^ 
having tins day appeared before ns, and the said Bissonnet having brought before us our 
drdinahce of iiie 3rd July last, by which, for the matters and things therein contained^ 
we have admitted him as an opposaht against the execution of the ordinance of Mr. 
Raudot, our predecessor, dated the 2nd July l7()7, rendered against him in favor o^ 
Mde. de Vercheres, and by which we have ordered provisionally that he will only pay 
Oh6 bushel and a half of wheat for the rent of his land in the said seigniory, the seig- 
niorial dues and the day's work upon the common, in conformity with the location 
ticket he has obtained from the late sieur de Vercheres forbidding Mde. de Vercheres 
to do any thing to the contrary, and by v^rhich said ordinance the parties ai'e ordered 
to appear before us on the 15th of the present nionth ; and the said Mde. de Verche- 
res having also stated to us, that in obedience to our said ordinance she has d|)peared 
to demand the dismissal of the opposition of the said Bissonnet against the execution 
of the said ordinance of Mr. Raudot, and to request the execution thereof, as also the 
execution of a previous ordinance by hini rendered the 6th June 1706 ; after having 
heard the said Bissonnet, inasmuch as the sieur Raudot, by his said ordinances, haa 
ordained amongst other things, as follows, to wit ; by the former, that the said Bisson- 
net shall take a deed of concession subject to the charges and conditions contained in 
his said location ticket, and as to the charges and conditions omitted, such charges and 
conditions should be the same as those contained in the deeds of concession gi*anted to 
the other inhabitants ; and by the latter, that the said Bissonnet should pay her for 
three arpents in front by thirty in depth, "being the extent of his land, the sum of four 
livres and ten sols every year, on St. Martinis day, besides a bushel and a half of wheat 
a year, notwithstanding what was ordered by another ordinance in favor of the said 
Bissonn^, ordering him to take a deed of concession, which said ordinances, together 
with a deed of concession granted by her to the said Bissonnet, and executed beforei 
Adh^mar, royal notary, at Montreal, the 25th June 1704, she has produced before us, 
together with a judgment rendered between her and the said Bissonnet, in the royal 
jurisdiction of Montreal, the 18th July 1719, which judgment in conformity with ih^ 
said ordinances, condemns the said Bissonnet to pay her the arrears of cens et rentes 6( 
his land, at the rate of four livres and ten sols, and one bushel and ai half of wheaty 
€ivery year : 

And the said Bissonnet having answered, that in conformity with a location ticket 
Ranted by the said late Mr. de Vercheres to Andre Berzat, whom he represents, dated 
the 4th July, 1685, he the said Bissoimet is merely obliged to pay for the said three ar- 
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penis of land in front by thirty in depths one bushel and a half of wheat every yearj 
the seigniorial dues, a day's work upon the common, and to help in erecting a May- 
pole ; that the said Mde. de Vercheres in the year 1707, having refused to give him 
a receipt for five years of rent v^rhich he oWed her, at the rate of one bUshel and a half 
'of wheat every year, her pretentions being that he was boimd to pay her three bushels 
t)f wheat instead one and a half; he the said Bissonnet was obliged to apply to the 
said sieur Raudot, who rendered his ordinance of the 25th June of the same year, by 
which it was ordered that the said Mde. de Vercheres should execute a deed in favor 
x)£ the said Bissonnet under the terms and conditions contained in the location ticket 
of the said late Mr. de Vercheres, and should give him a receipt for the said five years 
of rent, in default whereof, the said ordinance should be equivalent to such receipt ; 
that consequently under the teitns of the said location ticket and of the said ordinance^ 
he is not bound to pay to the said Mde. de Vercheres four Uvres and ten sols of cens et 
rentes every year, but merely one bushel and a half of wheat, wherefore he concludes 
that, taking into consideration his opposition against the execution of the said ordin- 
ance of the said second July 1707, we be pleased to exempt him from the paym^it of 
the said four Uvres and ten sols of cens et rentes. 

And the said Mde. de Vercheres having replied that the said Bissonnet cannot take 
{advantage of the location ticket granted by the sieur de Vercheres, nor of the ordin- 
ance of Mr. Raudot, rendered in his favor the twenty-fifth June 1707, to avoid the 
payment of the said four Uvres and ten soh of cens et rentes^ inasmuch as by the deed of 
concession which she has granted to him for the land in question, executed before thd 
said AAemar, the 25th June 1704, and which she is ready to deliver to him, he binds 
and obliges himself to pay the said cens et rentes, inasmuch as the said ordinance of 
Mr. Raudot, posterior to the one he has produced, condemns him to the payment of 
the said four Uvres and ten sols of cens et rentes, and to take a copy of the said deed 
of concession, notwithstanding the terms of the ordinance rendered in his favor and 
by him produced; and thereupon having seen the said location ticket granted to An- 
dre Berzat, the deed of concession granted by the said Mde. de Vercheres to Bisson- 
net, the ordinances of Mr. Raudot, together with a judgment rendered in the royal ju-* 
risdiction of Montreal, as above mentioned. 

We have annulled and reversed, and we do annul and reverse the judgment of 
the sieur Raimbault, inasmuch as he had no power to take cognizance of the execu- 
tion of the ordinances rendered by Mr. Raudot therein mentioned, and We do hereby 
ordain that the ordinance of Mr. Raudot of the 2nd July 1707, shall be executed ac- 
cording to its tenor and effect, and thereupon that the said Bissonnet shall pay to 
Mde. de Vercheres the seigniorial cens et rentes for the land he is possessed of, in con- 
formity with the location ticket of the sieur de Vercheres, dated the 4th July 1615, 
and with a deed of concession granted to him, Bissonnet, by the said Mde. de Ver- 
cheres, executed before Adhemar, notary, at Montreal, the 25th June 1785 ; — and we 
do hereby prohibit all justices from hearing any causes relating to the execution of the 
ordinances rendered by our predecessors and by us, declaring null, by these presents, 
the judgments which they may render in relation to the execution of the said ordinan- 
ces, and declaring also the justices who shall have rendered such jud^ents respon- 
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lible 111 their own name Tor the costs whteh shall have been incurred in such proceed- 
ings ; and this ordinance shall be enregistered in the office of the jurisdiction of Mon- 
treal, upon the request of the king's attorney there, who shall transmit to us, within 
one month, a certificate of such enregistration. 

Dated at Quebec, the 14t^ September 1720. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. from 1720 to 1721, No. 7, B, Polio 107.] 

Grdijtdwse vMck condemns the Sieur Joseph Amiot, Seignior of Vincelotte, to cause 
the boundary tines of the lands which he has promised by location tickets to tlie 
Inhabitants of his seigniory ^ to be dravm, and to execute in their favor deeds of 
concessiony ttnthout any other charges but those of annual rents or quit-rents 
(redevances)^ and under tlie condition mentioned in tJtese presents. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Between Jean Poumier, the yoimger, Joseph Langlois, Ambroise Foumier and 
Thomas Caoiiet, inhabitants of the place called the Bras de St, NidwlaSy in the sei- 
gniory of Vincelotte, plaintiffs by petition, of the third april last, presented by the 
«aid JeanJ^oumier and Caoiiet, of the one part; and Joseph Amiot, seignior of Vin- 
celotte aforesaid, personally appearing, defendant, of the other part. 

The plaintifi& aforesaid having demanded the conclusions of their petition, the 
defendant fyled before us dilatory pleas {fins dilatoires), praying, for the reasons 
therein contained, that we should be pleased to permit him to withdraw immediately, 
and that we should send the proceeding in question before the natural judge of the 
parties, where the judicial forms of litigation would be observed, inasmuch as we have 
given our opinion upon the matter in contestation in the presence of witnesses ; where- 
fore, considering that since the ninth of April last, when the defendant was summoned 
to appear, he has had sufficient time to prepare his defence and to appoint an attorney 
to act in his name, that the contestation bears merely upon the execution of the decree 
of the King's Council of the 6th July 1711, in relation to which jurisdiction is given 
to no other judges but ourselves, inasmuch as His Majesty therein commands the 
governor, lieutenant general in this country and ourselves to concede or grant the lands 
in his name, in case the seigniors should refuse so to do, and to concede them for 
laimual rents or charges, quit-rents (d titre de redevance), and without requiring the 
payment of any sum of money, and inasmuch as we have only stated to the defendant 
that We should not permit him, nor any other seigniors, to levy or impose any other 
dues or rights than those of annual rents or charges (redevafwes)^ permitted by the 
said decree, in consequence of our orders to have the same strictly enforced. 

We have dismissed and we do hereby dismiss the dilatory pleas (fins dtlatoires) of 
the said defendant, as also i\iQ'evoratio7i by liim prayed for, and we declare his reason.^ 
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of recusaticm impertinent and iaadmisdble* and in consequezice we order 
parties to plead to the merits instanter, and condemn the defendant to a fine d 
livres, payable one half to the King, and the other half to the plaintifl&y and the i 
defendant ha\'ing withdrawn, and having refused to plead as aforesaid, the said ^ 
tiffs have prayed, conformably with their said petition, that we may be pleased to oi 
that the said defendant shall cause the boundary lines of their lands to be dratni 
each side, as seigniors are bound to do, offering to take, as soon as sath, boimd 
lines shall have been drawn deeds for their said lands ; 

And the said plaintiffii have declared unto us that they have offered in their said { 
tion to execute deeds of concession similar to the one that Fran^ob Richard, the nea 
neighbour of the said Jean Francois Foumier, has executed in favotir of the defend 
but that they have observed since then in that deed, a copy whereof is now prodai 
that there are very onerous charges and conditions, such as the oblig^ation of bdi 
their bread in the banal oven, when one shall have been erected, a thing which is 
practicable in this country, principally during the winter season by reason of its « 
rity and the distance between each settlement, and such other conditions contrar 
the King's intention ; wherefore they revoke their offers in that respect, inasmud 
the said defendant has not accepted such offers, but on the contrary has insisted 
they should execute a deed in his &vor, containing conditions more onerous than tl 
contained in the deed of the said Richard, pretending that, by the location tid 
signed and written by him in their favor, he has undertaken tp grant them the la 
they possess under the conditions contained in the deeds heretofore granted by I 
and that inasmuch by reason of that cause he wants to impose upon them the same ( 
ditions that he has imposed upon Mathieu Guillet, one of the inhabitants of his & 
niory, by the written promise that he made him, on Slst May 1712, to grant hi 
land of four arpents in front, with the understanding that the said Guillet will ei 
the said land under the same conditions as those to which other inhabitants are sub 
to, and that moreover, the said Guillet shall not be allowed to sell or give ai 
any kind of wood from the said land, but will only be permitted to take the same 
his own use, the defendant having reserved to himself to take all sorts of wood am 
any quantity he may want, under the condition also that if there is any place, i^al 
the BrcLS ds St, Nicolas within the limit of the said concession, fit to build any i 
the seignior will be entitled to take the same without paying any indemnity ; tb 
would be most injurious to the said plaintiffs if, having worked upon their said land 
the faith of the promises made to them in writing by the said defendant,in 1718, to g 
them the said lands subject to the conditions of the concessions he has made i 
viously (which can only be understood to mean annual rents or charges, quit-n 
(redevances), which seigniors are only permitted to stipulate in their favour), t 
were now obliged either to abandon their work, or to submit to conditions so onei 

m 

and exorbitant, that they could not subsist upon their lands, and lastly that the rejfi 
of the said defendant to draw their lines before they signed the deeds he requires fi 
them, has subjected them to very serious injury, inasmuch as they have been preven 
from increasing their clearings, having worked with great apprehension, and 
knowing for want of boundaries, whether they were improving their own lands/ 
those of their neighbours ; 
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Having seen the said petition of the plaintiffs, stating, amongst other things, that the 
^" lands that the defendant has promised in writing to grant them are, to wit : the land 
^ bf Jean Foumier, of four arpents in front ; of that the said Langlois of five arpents ; 
" that of Ambroise Foumier of six arpents, and tliat of the said Caoiiet of four arpents 
* in front, all of forty arpents in depth ; our ordinance of the third April last requiring 
'* the parties to appear before us on the 15th of the present month ; the summons served 
' upon the defendant the ninth April aJforesaid, to appear before us on the fifteenth of 
the present month, the default entered by us on the day last aforesaid, in favor of the 
said plaintifi^, for want of an appearance by the defendant, by which we have ordered 
^ that he should be summoned again to appear before us this day, at two of the clock in 
the afternoon ; the summons served upon the said defendant, in consequence of the said 
' default to appear before us this day, at the hour aforesaid ; the deed of concession 
granted by the defendant, the 8th October 1711, to the said Fran9ois Richard, of five 
arpents in front by forty in depth, together with the right of shooting within the limits 
of the said concession, under the condition of paying every year, on St. Martin's Day, 
to the defendant, at his manor house, a live capon and thirty livres for each of the said 
five arpents, and to bake his bread at the banal oven, when one shall have been built, 
suffer the opening of roads that shall be thought necessary for the said defendant, or his 
ofiScers, for public use or accommodation ; to permit the draining of the adjacent lands, 
if necessary ; to preserve the oak trees fit for the building of vessels ; that in case these 
conditions should not be complied with, the said concession should revert to the defen- 
dant or to his assigns, without any reimbursement or indemnity for the clearings and 
Improvements made thereon ; that in case the said concession or any part thereof should 
be sold, the defendant or his assigns should have the right of redemption by re-paying 
the purchase money together with all the costs and charges incident thereto, and that 
the grantee should be obliged to furnish to the defendant an authentic copy of the said 
deed ; having also seen a promise of concession in writing, signed by the defendant, by 
which he has undertaken to concede or grant to Mathieu Guillet four arpents in front by 
forty arpents in depth, under the clauses and conditions mentioned in the pleadings of 
the plainti£& ; another promise of concession in vmting, signed by the defendant, dated 
|Jie 4th September 1718, by which he acknowledges to have granted to Ambroise 
Foumier six arpents of land on the same conditions as those imposed upon his brother 
Jean and others, to whom he has lately given grants ; and a third promise of concession 
in writing, signed by the defendant, by which he has imdertaken to grant to the said 
Thomas Caoiiet four arpents of land on the same conditions as those by him latterly 
imposed, the said three paper writings marked by us, and deposited in our office ; 
having seen also the decree of His Majesty's Council of the 6th July 1711, and upon 
the whole maturely deliberated, ^ 

We do hereby condemn the defendant, within fifteen days from the notification of 
this ordinance, to cause the boundary lines of the lands he has promised to grant as 
aforesaid to the said plaintiffs to be drawn, and to cause the metes and boimds in each 
fi^nt division line to be placed, and similar metes and bounds in each division line in 
the rear, of which survey the said plaintiff shall pay the costs ; we do hereby also con^ 
demn the said defendant, vrithin one month from the day of the notification of our ordi-. 
nance, to pass deeds of concession of the nun^ber of arpents in front and in depth which 
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cf lecuiatlan impertlticnt and inadnrfarfblc and in consequence we order 
parties to plead to the merita inttanUi; and condemn the defendant to a fine o 
livret, payable one half to the King, and the other half to the plaintif&, and the 
defendant hanti); withdrawn, and having refined to plead as aforeaaid, the saiilfj 
til6 have prayed, conformably with their «aid petition, that we may be pleased too 
that the said defendant tbsW canse the boundary lines of their iKoda to be diani 
each Bide, as seigniors are bound to do, aSonng to take, as soon as sach boon 
lines shall have been drawn deeds for their said lands ; 

And the stud plaintiSb have decUred unto us that they have ofiercd in their said 
tion to execute deeds of omcession similar to the one that Fran^ob Richard, the BB 
neighbour of the said Jean Francois Foumier, has executed in favour of the defen 
but that ihey have observed rince then in that deed, a copy whereof is now proi 
that there are very onerous charges and conditions, such as the obligation of bi 
their bread in the banal oven, when one shall have bcien erected, a thing which > 
pracUcable in this country, principally duiing the winter season by reason of its i 
rity and the distance between each settlement, and such other conditions contrt 
the King's intentjon; wherefore they revoke their offers in that respect, inasmui 
the said defendant has not accepted such offers, but on the contrary has insisted 
they should execute a deed in his fiivor, contwning conditions more oneroua than 1 
contained in the deed of the said Uichard, pretending that, by the location ti 
signed and written by him in their favor, he has undertaken to grant them the I 
they possess under the conditions conttuned in the deeds heretofore granted bj 
and that inasmuch by reason of that cause he wants to impose upon them the same 
ditions that he has imposed upon Mathieu Guillet, one of the inhabitants of his 
niory, by the written promise that he made him, on Z 1st May 1712, to grant 1 
land of four arpents in iront, with the understanding that the said Guillct 'willi 
the said land under the same condiuons as those to which other inhabitant.'; are su 
to, and that moreover, the said Guillet shall not be allowed to sell or give i 
any kind of wood from the said land, hut will only be permitted to take the san 
hla own uao, the defendant having reserved to himself to take all sorts of wood a 
any quantity he may want, under the condition also that if there is any place,;i 
the Bras rls St. Nicdas within the limit of the said concession, fit to build any 
the seignior will be entitled to take the same without paying any indemnity; t 
would be most injurious to tlie said plaintiffs if, having worked upon their said Ian 
the faith of the promises made to them in writing by the said delendant,in 1718, to ; 
them the said lands subject to the conditions of the concessions he has made 
vioualy (which can only be understood to mean annual rents or charges, quit- 
(redevawxs), which eeigniora are only permitted to stipulate in their favour), 
were now obliged either to abandon their work, or to suliniit to crmdi lions so oni 
and exorbitant, that they could not subsist upon their landx, and lastly that then 
of the said defendant to draw their lines before they signed the deeds hereqnUw 
them, has subjected them to very serious injury, inasmucli ii.s iliey have been j 
from increasing their dealings, haring worked ivitli crem apjoehgi 
knowing for want of boundaries, whether they were improving d 
those of tbeir neighbours ; 
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Having seen the said petition of the plaintiff, stating, amongst other things, that the 
lands that the defendant has promised in writing to grant them are, to wit : the land 
of Jean Foumier, of four arpents in front ; of that the said Langlois of five arpents ; 
that of Ambroise Foumier of six arpents, and that of the said Caoiiet of four arpents 
in front, all of forty arpents in depth ; our ordinance of the third April last requiring 
the parties to appear before us on the 15th of the present month ; the summons served 
upon the defendant the ninth April aforesaid, to appear before us on the fifleenth of 
the present month, the default entered by us on the day last aforesaid, in favor of the 
said plaintifl&, for want of an appearance by the defendant, by which we have ordered 
that he should be summoned again to appear before us this day, at two of the clock in 
the afternoon ; the summons served upon the said defendant, in consequence of the said 
default to appear before us this day, at the hour aforesaid ; the deed of concession 
granted by the defendant, the 8th October 1711, to the said Fran9ois Richard, of five 
arpents in front by forty in depth, together with the right of shooting within the limits 
of the said concession, under the condition of paying every year, on St. Martin's Day, 
to the defendant, at his manor house, a live capon and thirty livres for each of the said 
five arpents, and to bake his bread at the banal oven, when one shall have been built, 
suffer the opening of roads that shall be thought necessary for the said defendant, or his 
officers, for public use or accommodation ; to permit the draining of the adjacent lands, 
if necessary ; to preserve the oak trees fit for the building of vessels ; that in case these 
conditions should not be complied with, the said concession should revert to the defen- 
dant or to his assigns, without any reimbursement or indemnity for the clearings and 
Improvements made thereon ; that in case the said concession or any part thereof should 
be sold, the defendant or his assigns should have the right of redemption by re-paying 
the purchase money together with all the costs and charges incident thereto, and that 
the grantee should be obliged to furnish to the defendant an authentic copy of the said 
deed ; having also seen a promise of concession in writing, signed by the defendant, by 
ivhich he has undertaken to concede or grant to Mathieu Guillet four arpents in front by 
forty arpents in depth, under the clauses and conditions mentioned in the ploEidings of 
|lie plainti£& ; another promise of concession in writing, signed by the defendant, dated 
|ihe 4di September 1718, by which he acknowledges to have granted to Ambroise 
Poumier six arpents of land on the same conditions as those imposed upon his brother 
Jean and others, to whom he has lately given grants ; and a third promise of concession 
in writing, signed by the defendant, by which he has undertaken to grant to the said 
Thomas Caoiiet four arpents of land on the same conditions as those by him latterly 
imposed, the said three paper writings marked by us, and deposited in our office ; 
having seen also the decree of His Majesty's Council of the 6th July 1711, and upon 
the whole maturely deliberated, '' 

We do hereby condemn the defendant, within fifteen days from the notification of 
this ordinance, to cause the boundary lines of the lands he has promised to grant as 
aforesaid to the said plaintiffs to be drawn, and to cause the metes and bounds in each 
front division line to be placed, and similar metes and bounds in each division line in 
the rear, of which survey the said plaintiffe shall pay the costs ; we do hereby also conn 
demn the said defendant, within one month from the day of the notification of our ordi* 
|iance, to pass deeds of concession of the nun^ber of arpents in front and in depth which 
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he has promised to grant by the promises in writing above mentioned, forbidding him* 
to impose any other charges upon the said lands than annual rents and charges, quit* 
rents, redevances, and to introduce in the said deeds any other conditions than those 
of residence upon the lands, of preserving the oak trees fit for the building of vessels, 
of making the usual opening along the clearing of their neighbours, and of snflfering^ 
all necessary roads ; of which deeds the said plaintifis shall respectively furnish an au- 
thentic copy to the defendant at their own costs, and in default of the defendant exe- 
cuting such deeds as aforesaid in favor of the said plaintiffs within a month, and this 
delay having expired, we do hereby authorize the plaintiflGs to apply to the Marquis of 
Vaudreuil and to ourselves, demanding the grant of the said lands in the name of His 
Majesty, upon the same charges and conditions as those set forth in the decree of His 
Majesty in council of the €th July 1711, and this ordinance shall be execcted, riotwith» 
standing any appeal, but without prejudice thereto. 

Commanding, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 28th June 1721. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ordinances of 1720 to 1721, No. 7, B, folio 146.] 

Act or Certificate granted to the Sieur Louis Levrard, Seignior of St. Pierre^ and to 
Messire Lefebvre, curate of Batiscan, and an Ordinance which reunites the land 
of the said Lefehvre to the Dmnain of the said Seigniory, inasmudi, as tlie mill 
of tlie said Sr, Levrard, is erected thereon, and that cultivation of the said land i» 
prejudicial to the said mUh 

Michel Beoon, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us by Louis Levrard, of His Majesty's artillery in 
this coimtry, and seignior of St. Pierre, opposite Batiscan, stating that there has been 
granted, by the late Gilles Masson to the late Joseph Moreau a land of six arpents in 
front, all covered whith wood, in the said seigniory of St. Pierre, wich land has since 
been sold by the widow of the said Moreau to the Sieur Lefebvre, cui'ate of Batiscan» 
for the price and sum of 80 livres ; that inasmuch as this land is traversed by the 
water-course of which he has been obliged to make use to work his mill, there being no 
other mill stream in the said seigniory, which watercourse is formed by several natural 
springs that would be dried up if the said land was put in a state of cultivation which 
land is still all covered with wood, such as it was when granted twelve or thirteen 
yeEa*s ago, and inasmuch as the said Sieur Lefebvre is about to cut down the wood 
upon the said land, which would cause a great injury to the said seigniory, and to the 
said mill, which is the most valuable part thereof, and woidd induce the present settlers 
to leave their lands and prevent others from settling in the said seigniory, which would 
be against public policy, praying us, for these reasons, that we may be pleased to order 
that the said land shall be reunited to the domain of the said seigniory, offering to 
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[ indemnify the said Sieur Lefebvre by granting him another land covered with wood 
; of the same extent in front and in depth as that where the said mill is built, and in 
; case the said Sieur Lefebvre should refuse to agree to this and continue to cut down 
the wood, that he may be condemned to pay all damages, interests, and costs arising 
, liierefrom, at the bottom of which petition is our ordinance of the 28th August last, 
ordering that the said Sieur Lefebvre shall be summoned to appear before us this day 
at two of the clock in the afternoon, and the notification and service of the said petition 
and ordinance to the said Sieur Lefebvre, and summons to appear this day, at the hour 
aforesaid, to which simimons the Sieur Hazeur de Lorme, curate of Champlain, having 
answered, as attorney duly authorized by the said Sieur Lefebvre to make a defence 
to the demand of the said Sieur Levrard : the said Sieur DeLorme declared to us that 
he did not intend to contest the demand of the said Sieur Levrard, that as he thought 
the public good ought to be preferred to private interest, he was -willing, in the name 
of the said Sieur Lefebvre, to consent to an exchange of the land in question for 
another of the same extent in front and in depth, in the same seigniory, provided the 
said Sieur Levrard should permit him to choose among the unconceded lands of the 
said seigniory, leaving however the matter to our judgment, and reserving to himself 
his recourse for other claims and demands of the said Sieur Lefebvi'e against the said 
Sieur Levrard ; upon which the said Sieur Levrard answered that he has already made 
the same offers to the said Sieur Lefebvre, and that he consents to the exchange pro- 
posed by the said Sieur Hazeur DeLorme : — Having heard the parties, 

We have given ticte to the parties of their respective offers, declarations and con- 
sents, and in consequence we do hereby ordain that the said land of six arpents in front 
by forty in depth, belonging to the said Sieur Lefebvre and upon which the mill of 
the said seigniory is erected be re-united to the domain of the said seigniory, and that 
by way of exchange, the said Sieur Levrard do give him by way of indemnity, another 
land upon the usual charges and conditions, in such part of the unconceded lands of the 
said seigniory as the said Sieur Lefebvre shall choose, provided the said Sieur Lefebvre, 
con£)rmably to the offers of his attorney, Sieur Hazeur DeLorme, shall leave, if his 
land does not join those already conceded, at least four arpents in front upon the whole 
depth for a settlement, between his land and the nearest conceded land, without pre- 
judice to other claims of the said Sieur Lefebvre against the said Sieur Levrard, 
vrhich he may hereaB^er exercise as he will think fit. 

Commanding, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 20th September 1721. 

Signed, BEGON. 
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[Ord. from 1720 to 1721, No. 7, B, Folio 187.] 

Concession of a land of 5 arpentSy 4 perches in front, by fifty arpents in depth, by 
Messieurs de Vaudreuil and Begon, to tlie Widow Petit (in compliance of a 
decree), in the seigniory of St. Igruice, belonging to the Rdigums Ladies of the 
Hotel -Dieu of Quebec, by reason of their feftisal to give lier a grant of the same, 

Philippe de Rioaud, &c. 

Michel Begox, &c. 



To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 



We do hereby make it known that, upon the petiton presented to us by Dame Char- 
lotte Elizabeth Dugue, widow of the Sieur Petit, in his lifetime councillor of the 
supreme council of this country, as well in her own name as commune with the said late 
Petit, as tutrix to the minor children issue of their marriage, stating that, by a decree of 
His Majesty's council, dated the 2nd June 1720, His Majesty has ordained that the ReH- 
g^ous Ladies of the Hotel-Dieu of this city, should grant to the said late Sieur Petit the 
cleared and uncleared land, of which they have taken possession, and which formed 
part of their grant to the late Martin LePirs, of the 28th June 1698, subject to the 
usual charges and rents, which shall be paid by the said Dame Petit, together with all 
the arrears that will be due on the day of such grant ; and in case the said Religious 
Ladies would not make such grant, when requested so to do, or at least within eight 
days from the day of the service of the said decree, His Majesty had ordained that the 
said lot of land should be united to the King's domain, by virtue of the said decree, and 
that a grant of the same should be made by us to the said late Petit, subject to the same 
rents and charges as are imposed upon the other conceded lands of the seigniory of St. 
Ignace belonging to the said Religious Ladies, which rents should be paid in future into 
the hands of the receiver of the King's domain in this city, without that the said Religious 
Ladies should be permitted to claim any right whatever upon the said lot, provided 
nevertheless that the said late Sieur Petit should pay all the arrears of cens et rentes 
that should be due up to the day of service of the said decree, and in case the said Reli- 
^ous Ladies should refiise to accept the said arrears, when requested so to do, that the 
said Sieiu* Petit should be authorized to deposit the same, praying of us to cause the 
said decree to be executed; 

That since the rendering of this decree, she has attempted all conciliatory means of 
inducing the said Religious Ladies to grant her the land in question, in which she has 
failed, and has in consequence been obliged to cause the decree aforesaid to be served 
upon them by Riviere, a bailiff of the superior council of this country, the seventh day 
of August, requesting them to comply therewith, within the delay therein prescribed, 
offering on her behalf to do as much ; that instead of complying with the said decree, 
the said Religious Ladies, on the 29th day of August aforesaid, have caused a notice to 
be served upon her to the effect that it is their intention to provide themselves before 
His Majesty's council against the said decree, which shows on their behalf a disposition 
to resist the intentions of His Majesty ; that this opposition is null and void in itself 
and cannot be supported against the said decree ; 
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That, nevertheless, and although she is not bound to do so, she has renewed her 
summons of the 7th August to the said Religious Ladies, by a summons of the 11th of 
liiis month, requesting them to comply with the said decree, and offering to pay them, 
in cash and ready money, 80 livres for the said arrears ofccns et rentes and other dues 
up to the 7th August last, and more if necessary (the exact amount not being ascer- 
tained), which offer the Reverend M6re de la Croix, superior of the said Hotel-Dieu, 
has refiised to accept, as appears by her refusal, signed by her at the bottom of the 
summons ; by reason of which the said Widow Petit, in conformity with the said decree, 
has been obliged to deposit the said sum of 80 livres in the office of the superior council 
of this city, offering to pay more if necessary, as the whole appears by the receipt of 
the Sieur Barbel, clerk of the said council, dated the 12th day of the present month; 

That, inasmuch as she has complied on her behalf with the said decree, and that the 
said Religious Ladies on their behalf have refused to do so, she is forced to apply to us 
to demand fi*om us that, having seen the decree of the King's council aforesaid, of the 
2nd June 1720, <he service made of the same the 7th August last, another service 
thereof, with a summons of the 11th of the present month, at the bottom of which sum- 
mons is the refusal of the Mere de la Croix to receive the said sum of 80 livres, for the 
arrears due for the land in question, in conformity to the said decree, and that without 
taking any notice of the opposition of the said Religious Ladies, which is null and void in 
itself, inasmuch as a peremptory decree {arrit en commandement)y must be executed, 
we may be pleased, in conformity with the said decree and with the intentions of His 
Majesty, to grant her, as aforesaid, all the extent of land cleared and uncleared, of 
which the said Religious Ladies have taken possession, and forming part and portion 
of the land granted by them to the said late Martin Le Pirs, the 28th June 1698, so 
that the said grant may contain altogether five arpents and four perches in front by 
fifly arpents in depth, adjoining at one end and in front the bye-road which leaves that 
of St. Bernard in coming down to the bye-road called St. Charles, on the north-east 
side joining one Michel Verret, and on the south-west side the little river called 
Shepherd's River, following all the sinuosities of this river along the said concession, 
so that she may have about three hundred and eighty arpents of land in superficies, in 
conformity with the deed of concession executed by the said Religious Ladies to the late 
Martin Le Pirs before Grenaple, royal Notary, offering to pay to the domain of His 
Majesty the ground rents, or quit-rents, for the said lot of land of which the Religious 
Ladies have taken possession, in proportion to the whole extent of the said grant, 
according to the survey to be made by such land-surveyor we may be pleased to appoint ; 

All which we have taken into consideration, and ha\ang seen the said petition, the 
decree of the King's council of the 2nd Jime 1720, the docimients therein mentioned, 
the service of the 7th August last upon the said Religious Ladies, at the request of the 
said Widow Petit, requesting them to comply with the said decree, and in conformity 
thereof to grant her the lot of land in question, and her offer to pay the arrears ofcens 
et rentes and others dues for the past up to the said day, in default whereof she would 
apply to us to obtain such grant in the name of His Majesty; a document served upon 
the said Widow Petit at the request of the said Religions Ladies, of the 29th of August 
last, by which they declare that they oppose the execution of the said decree for causes 
and i^asons to be hereafter assigned by them; another docmnent served, at the request 
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of the said Widow Petit, upon the said Religious Ladies, the lltb September laeti 
being a new summons adressed to the said Religious Ladies to grant ber, in confonnity 
with the said decree, the lot of land therein mentioned, in default wbereof sbe would 
apply to us for a grant of the same in the name of His Majesty, and tbe ofi^ to pay 
them the sum of 80 livres, in cash and ready money, for the arrears of cens et renta 
and others dues payable for the said lot, at the bottom of which sunmions is -written tk 
refusal of the Reverend Mere de la Croix, superior of the said Religious Ladies, to 
accept the tender of the said 80 livres, consisting of two louts (Tor of 36 livres each, a 
silver coin of six livres and another silver coin of forty sds ; and the deed of tbe deposit 
made in the office of the superior council of this city by the said Dame Petit, the ISA 
September, of the pieces of money above mentioned, making altogether 80 livres, witk 
the offer of paying more, ifmorebedne, and in consequence of the default of the said 
Religious Ladies of the Hotel-Dieu to make a grant, in conformity with tbe said decree, 
to the said Dame Petit of the cleared and uncleared land of which tbey bave taken 
possession, and forming a part of the concession by them made to the late Martin Le 
Pirs, the 28th June 1698 : ^ 

We have granted and conceded, and we do hereby grant and concede, in conformity 
with the said decree, to the said Dame Petit, in her qualities aforesaid, tbe said lot of 
land^ containing, with the one she now possess, five arpents and four perches in front by 
fifty arpents in depth, being the whole of the grant made to the said Martin Le Pii«, 
the said lot of land adjoining at one end in front the bye-road called St. Bernard, at the 
other end the bye-road called St. Charles, on one side to the north-east one Midiel 
Verret, on the other side to a small river called the Shepherd's River, following tbe 
sinuosities of the said river, by reason of which sinuosities the said grant contaisSr 
in conformity with the title of the 28th June 1698, three hundred and eighty arpents 
in superficies ; the said lot of land to be enjoyed by the said Dame Petit, her children, 
their heirs and assigns, in full property for ever, under the condition of paying every 
year, at the usual time, to the domain of His Majesty the same cens et rentes and dues 
that she pays to the said Religious Ladies for the lands granted as aforesaid in the said 
seigniory of St. Ignace, and imder the ordinary and usual conditions, and in proportion 
to the extent of land contained in the present grant, the said cens to produce lots A 
ventesy saisine et amende (conunutation fine, seizin and fine), as the case may be, accoii 
ing to the Custom of Paris. 

In testimony whereof we have signed these presents, have caused our seal to be affixed 
thereto, and have had the same countersigned by our secretaries. 

Done at Quebec, the 13th October 1721. 

(Signed) VAUDREUIL, and 

BEGON. 

True copy, 

BEGON. 
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B [Ordinance of 1722, No. 8, folio 7.] 

■T 

i Ordinance disallomng the pretension set up by Jacques Hamelin, seignior of Gran- 
V di9ies, of preventing Frangois Hameliny from building upon a lot of latid near 

to tJie banal mill of the said seigniory, 

u Michel Beoon, &;c. 

Jacques Hamelin coproprietor of the seigniory of Grondines, having procured the 
^pearance before us of Fran9ois Hamelin, his uncle, also a proprietor of the said 
seigniory, requested that we would be pleased to prohibit the said Francois Hamelin 
'Gcoja constructing a house, which he is about to erect upon a lot of ground near to the 
banal mill of the said seigniory, inasmuch as the building which the said Francois 
Hamelin desires to erect, is very prejudical to the said mill, the banalitS of which 
belongs to him the said Jacques Hamelin as heir to his late father Louis Hamelin, 
according to the ordinance of Mr. Raudot heretofore intendant in this country, and 
the report of arbitrators rendered between the said late Louis Hamelin, and the said 
Fran9ois Hamelin, in consequence of the said ordinance of the 5th August 1710, and 
4th March 1711, the said report of experts homologated by the said Monsieur Raudot 
the first day of April 1711 ; — the said Francois Hamelin, acting 'as well for himseli^ 
as for his son Francjois Hamelin, having been heard stated, that being the proprietor 
of an arpent and a third on the domain of the said seigniory, as appears by the said 
report of arbitrators, that the pretension of the said Jacques Hamelin that the building 
" lie intends to erect upon the said lot of ground vsrill be prejudicial to his banal mill is 
^ tmfounded ; that the reason alleged is not the true one but that his object is to take 
• advantage of the situation of the said lot of ground, which belongs to him the said 
Fran9ois Hamelin, and which is convenient to him for that pmpose ; that moreover 
the building which he intends erecting upon the said lot of land, will not be more 
injurious to the said mill than the one now used as a residence for the miller, inasmuch 
as it will be further from the said mill, praying for these reasons that the complaint of 
the said Jacques Hamelin may be dismissed, and that he may be permitted to build 
upon that portion of his said lot of ground which has been set apart by him ; to all which 
the said Jacques Hamelin replied that by reason of the said ordinance of Mr. Raudot, 
and the report of arbitrators aforesaid, attributing to the said late Louis Hamelin his 
father, whom he represents, the rights assigned by the said Jacques Hamelin and 
which the late Jacques Aubert, their fe,ther in law, had against the said late Louis 
Hamelin to the extent of one fourth of the said mill, which belonged to him, as also 
the right ofhanalite in the said mill forever, against the inhabitants which up to that pe- 
riod had caused their grain to be ground thereat, he could not prevent him from en- 
joying the said mill ; that his attempt to build so near to the said mill as he intends to 
do would have that effect, inasmuch as the building used as the miller's residence is in- 
convenient to him and he intends to cause it to be demolished; and the said Fran9ois 
Hamelin answered that he persists in what he has already stated, having no intention 
to injure the said mill, his object being only to take advantage of a lot of ground which 
belongs to him, and upon which he believes he has a right to build in such way as will 
be most convenient to him, and that he is strenghtened in this belief, by tiie fact that 
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the said ordinance and the said report of arbitrators do not prohibit his building upon 
the said lot of gi'ound, and that no servitude can exist without a title ; — To all wbiA 
having due regard, and seeing the ordinance of Mr. Raudot, heretofore mentioned, bj 
which, for the reasons therein set forth, it is among other things ordered, that the said 
Francois Hamelin shall remain and be th(» proprietor of that portion of the seigniory 
of Grondines which belonged to the late Jac(jut»s Aubert, save and except, with refer- 
ence to the said portion of the said seigniory, of one fourth of the mill which belongs 
ed to the said Jacques Aubert, which will remain the property of the said Fran^ds 
Hamelin forever, with the right of banal ite against all the inhabitants who cause their 
grain to be groimd thereat ; tlie report of contractors also hereinbefore mentiQiied, 
made by Messieurs Delarue, justice of the ordinary jurisdiction of Ste. Aime, Fran^oii 
Trotain, royal notary of Batiscan, arbitrators named by the said Louis Hamelin and 
the said Francois Hamelin, and Mr. Ignace Dissy, judge of Champlain named as 
third arbitrator, the original of which report is deposited among the recoids of 
the said Mr. Trotain, by which, among other things, it is set forth, that the pcntkn 
^>f the said Francois HameJin in the manor of the said seigniory shall be of an ar- 
pent and a third, as heretofore enjoyed by him, according to the petition mentioned a 
the said report, and that the mill of the said seigniory shall belong to the said Loan 
Hamelin, together with the right of banal lie, as well against the tenants of the saxl 
Francois Hamelin, as against the tenants of the said Lotus Hamelin, in all the said 
seigniory of St. Charles des Roches, forever, conformably to the ordinance of Mr. Rau- 
dot ; having also seen the ordinance of the said Mr. Raudot, hereinbefore mentioned, 
following the said report of arbitrators and confirming the same, to be executed ac- 
cording to its tenor and effect. 

We have, inasmuch as by the said ordinance and the said report of arbitrators here- 
inbefore mentioned, it is not prohibited, nor has it been stipulated, that it would not be 
lawful to the said Fran9ois Hamelin, to build upon the arpent and a third -which be- 
longs to him in the manor of the said seigniory of Grondines, which would be a mt- 
titude which cannot be established without a title, dismissed and do hereby diR miaa tbe 
complaint of the said Jacques Hamelin. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the sixteenth day of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-two. 

(Signed) BEGK)N. 



ft 
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[Ord. 1722, No. 8, Folio 46.] 

Ordinance jpermitting the sieur P let dlt Trampe to gather in the crop produced hi/ the 
grain sown upon his land by the seignior of the Jief d^ OrvilUers, the said Piet 
dit Trampe paying the cost of the grain soion, with the costs of sowing, according to 
the valuation of arbitrators, 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Pierre Piet dit Trampe, an inhabitant of Berthier, having appeared before us, with 
Antoine Puisseron de la Fosse, a baiUfF of the jurisdiction of this city, acting on behalf 
of Pierre Francois Pelletier Antaya, proprietor of the fief d'Orvilliers, in virtue of 
his power of attorney, the said Trampe stated that he was the proprietor of a land of 
five arpents in firont by forty in depth, situate in the said fief d'Orvilliers, purchased by 
him frora Thomas Duhamel dit Sansfa9on, residing in Bouchard Islands, and Ang^- 
lique Bemier, his wife, by deed before Normandin, notary, the 3rd March 1716, in con- 
sideration of the price and subject to the charges, clauses and conditions therein set 
forth, of which deed he procured the ensaisinement, seizin, by the sieur d'Orvilliers, 
the former proprietor of the said fief, the 17th of the said month of March, as appears 
by the said deed, which land belonged to the said Duhamel dit San6fa9on, as having 
been granted him by the said d'Orvilliers by deed executed before the said Norman- 
din, the second of July 1710 ; that notwithstanding the said titles, the existence of 
which is perfectly well known to the said Antaya, the said Antaya has taken upon huor 
self to sow upon the clearings of the said Trampe, on the said land, and desires to 
compel him to abandon the same, which being against all rule, he prays we may bo 
pleased, inasmuch as he is in possession in virtue of titles, to order that he will re-enter 
into possession of the said land, that he will gather in the produce of the grain the said 
Antaya has sown in his clearings, and that the said Antaya may be prohibited from dis- 
turbing him in fixture in the possession and enjoyment of the said land, on pain of all 
costs, losses and damages; 

The said de la Fosse, acting as aforesaid, having been heard, stated that the 
sieur Antaya having sold his property, to retire upon the fief d'Orvilliers, and 
that having done so, he was unable to find a spot whereon to locate himself and sow 
his grain ; that the land which the said Trampe claims, and which he has thought he 
could use, as forming a portion of the old domain, belonging to his late father, which 
the said d'Orvilliers has conceded to a number of inhabitants, to deprive the said An- 
taya, who is burthened with a large family, of the means of subsistence, praying that 
it may be ordered by us that he shall remain upon the said land, as forming a portion 
of the old domain, reserving to the said Trampe his recourse against the said d'Orvil- 
liers, as may be advised ; — To which the said Trampe answered, that the reasons al- 
leged by the said de la Fosse, on behalf of the said Antaya, cannot prevail against his 
title, which is executed in due form, whereupon he persists in his allegations , — To all 
which due regard being had, seeing the said deeds, the ensaisinement at the bottom of 
the last, together with the power of attorney by the said Antaya to the said de la Fosse, 
dated the eleventh of the present month, signed by Charlas Boufcher, on behalf of the 
said Antaya who cannot write. 
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We do order that the said Pierre Piet dit Trampe shall resume the posaesuon ad 
enj^oyment of the land in question ; that he will enjoy and gather in the the produce of 
the grain sown by the said Antaya upon his clearings, the said Piet returning to ^ 
said Antaya the grain so 8o%vn by him and paying the expenses he has incurred there' 
for, according to the valuation to be made by two cultivators to be named by thea^ 
who shall appoint a third arbitrator in the event of their not agreeing in respect of the 
said valuation ; which said aibitrators and third arbitrator, in the event of such being 
named, shall before proceeding in the premises, be duly sworn, by the sieur Amanll, 
rector of TIslo du Pas and Bertliier, whom we have appointed for that purpose; tiie 
said Antaya is hereby forbidden from molesting the said Trampe in the possession anl 
enjoyment of the said land, upon pain of all damages, interest and costs. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the eighteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-two. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. of 1722, No. 8, Folio 90.J 

Ordinance adjudging one Cluinlus to pay to tJtc Sieur L*Espinay the arrears of the 
seigniorial rents of a land abandoned hy him 17 years ago, and obliging his son 
to reside (tenir feu et lieu) upon the said land as soon as he sfiall have attained his 
full age, upon pain of re-union to the domain cftlie seigniory. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

The Sieur de L'Espinay, lieutenant, &c., having procured the appearance of 
Francois Chanlus, residing in this city, praying that he may be condemned to reside 
(tenir feu et lieu) upon the land conceded to him in the said seigniory, which he aban- 
doned seventeen years ago, and upon which six or seven years of arrears of the seig- 
niorial rents are due, and praying further that, in default of the said Chanlus Tesidiiig 
upon the said land and paying him the arrears due, it may be ordered that the saki 
land shall be re-united to his domain ; the said Chanlus having been heard, stated that 
since he is the grantee of the said land, he has resided thereupon eleven years, and that 
he only abandoned the same seventeen years ago, by reason of the death of his wift^ 
who left him four yoimg children, three of which are still with him, namely: a girl aged 
24 years, now married, another girl aged 22 years, and a boy aged between 19 and 20; 
that he so abandoned the said land by reason of his being incapable of cultivating it 
alone, and that his three children being still minors, and proprietors of one half of the 
same, he cannot dispose of that portion which belongs to them ; that his son has pro- 
mised to settle upon the said land next fall, and that in consideration thereof he haa 
given him the portion which belongs to him, in addition to the third belonging to him 
in the other half, the other two thirds belonging to his sisters ; to which the said ^eur 
de L'Espinay answered that, for the last three years, he has promised to cause his mm 
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U) settle upon the said land, and that the said Chanlus admits the fact, wherefore he 
prays we may be pleased to re-unite the same to his domain, with permission to grant 
it to another inhabitant, in default of his residing thereon himself as he undertakes, 
without the necessity of any further proceedings and in virtue of oiur ordinance ; to 
which the said Chanlus answered that it was not in his power to dispose of the pro- 
perty oihia children, and that nobody can do so until they shall have become of age. 

We have adjudged th^jsaid Chanlus, acting as s^oresaid, to pay to the said Sieur de 

L'Espinay the arrears of the seigniorial cens et rentes due by reason of the lot of land 

wiiich the said Chanlus possesses in the said seigniory, as well those due as those which 

may become due in future, we order that the son of the said Chanlus, as soon as he 

shall have attained his full age, shall reside upon the said land, and in default thereof, 

one year afler his ^1 age, we shall adjudicate upon the reunion to the domain prayed 

for by the said L'Espinay. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 19th July X722. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. of 1722, No. 8, Folio 111.] 

Ordina/nce permitting Michel Laliberti, an inhabitant of Bouchard Islands^ and the 
Sieur Dtjordy, seignior of tJie said islands, respectively to go to proof as to the 
facts by them alleged touching the oak timber cut by the said Laliberte. 

MicBKL Beooh, &C. 

Olivier Hurgron of this city, tailor, the attorney duly named of Michel Laliberte, 
an inhabitant of Bouchard Islands, and the Sieur Barbel, acting for the Sieur Desjordy, 
mstjor of the town of Three Rivers, and seignior of Bouchard Islands aforesaid, having 
appeared before us in obedience to our ordinance of the 29th July last, by which at 
the request of the said Laliberti, we prohibit the said Sieur Dejordy from hindering 
the inhabitants of his seigniory, in the sale of the oak timber they cut down in making 
their lands, and from making any claim upon them by reason of the said timber, except 
as to those who might cut down such timber expressly to sell it, and without after- 
wards clearing the land upon which it has been so cut, in which case permission is 
granted him to cause such timber to be seized, with the right of applying to us to pro- 
cure forfeiture of the same, without the right however, under any pretext whatsoever, 
of exacting anything from the said inhabitants by reason of the said timber; 

And by which ordinance, and before adjudicating upon the demand of the said Lali- 
berti by reason of thirty-six biishels of wheat which the said Dejordy detains, we have 
ordered that the said Dejordy should appear, in person or by his attorney, before us 
yesterday, the said Olivier Hurgron praying that, inasmuch as the said Sieur Barbel 
appears lor the said Sieur Dejordy, we will be pleased to condemn the » d Dejordy 

M 
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to siirrender to the said Lalibert^ the said thirty-six bushels of wheat; the said Sieuf 
Barbel, acting as aforesaid, having been heard stated that the allegations of the peti- 
tion of the said Lalibert^, upon which we have rendered our ordinance were unfounded, 
inasmuch as the intention of the said Sieur Dejordy is not to hinder his inhabitants 
from benefiting by the oak timber upon their lands, as they clear and improve the same, 
but merely to prevent them from cutting down the oak timber at the extremity of the 
lands granted them, and which they do not clear, because after having stripped the said 
lands of the said timber, they abandoned the same, and he cannot afterwards find any 
inhabitants who will settle upon the said lands when the oak timber has been so cut- 
down; consenting to execute o\\r ordinance of the 29th July last, and offering to 
establish that the oak timber cut by the said Laliberte was not so cut upon his own 
land only, but upon the lands of other inhabitants and upon unconceded lands, and 
that he is therefore obliged to detain the said thirty-six bushels of wheat until such 
proof shall have been made ; and by the said Olivier Hurgron, acting as aforesaid, was 
replied that the oak timber which the said Laliberte has caused to be cut down, and 
for which the said Sieiu- Dejordy detains from him the said thirty-six bushels of wheat, 
has been so cut down upon his own land in the progress of clearing, and not upon the 
lands of other inhabitants or upon micoiiceded lands, as atscrted by the said Sieur 
Barbel, and which he the said Laliberte offei-s to prove, wherefore he persists in claim- 
ing the restitution of the thirty-six bushels of wheat which the said Sieur Dejordy 
detains from him ; and the said Sieur Barbel persisting in requiring to be allowed to 
prove the contrary. 

Seeing our said ordinance, and also the power of attorney by the said Laliberte 
to the said Hurgron without date, we, before adjudicating upon the restitution of the 
said thirty-six bushels of wheat, order the parties to go to proof, respectively, touching 
the matters of fact alleged by them, before the Sieur Raimbault, His Majesty's attor- 
ney in the royal jmisdiction of Montreal, whom we have named and appointed to 
hear the witnesses which the parties will produce before him to. establish by evidence, 
respectively, namely : the said Sieur Dejordy, that the oak timber cut by the said 
Laliberte has not been so cut only upon his own land, but also upon the lands of other 
inhabitants and upon unconceded lands ; and by the said Lalibert^, that the said oak 
timber cut by him has been so cut upon his own land in the process of clearing and 
improving it, and not upou the lands of other inhabitants or upon unconceded lands; 
to be hereafter, upon such evidence as shall be laid before us, done as to law and 
justice may appertain. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, die 30th August 1722. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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i: [Qrd. of 1723, No. 9, Folio 3.] 

^ Ordinance rejecting and dismissing the apposition made by Nicolas Bissonct to the 
z seizure of his moveables ; and ordering that the ordinance of tlie ^tJi September 

1720 shall be executed^ and that^ vdthin fifteen days, he do pay to Hie Dame de 
^ VerdUres the arrears of cens et rentes, a?id condemni?ig him to a fine of 60 livres, 

if he does not c&m/ply with these presents* 

Michel Beoon, &c. 

Joseph de V«rcheres, Esquire, Sieur de Pouligny, acting for and in the name of 
the widow lady of the Sieur de Vercheres, his mother, having come before us 
with Nicolas Bissonet, an inhabitant of Vercheres, the said Sieur de Pouligny acting 
as aforesaid, has informed us that the said lady, his mother, having obtained our ordi- 
nance of the 14th September 1720, made between her and the said Bissonet, she has, 
in default of payment of the cens et rentes to her due by the said Bissonet; to which 
payment we have condemned him by the same, caused the moveables of the said Bisso- 
net to be seized and taken in execution, as appears by the return of Dorien, bailiflf, bear- 
* ing date the 5th december last; that the said Bissonet in a litigious spirit, and in order 
' to avoid the payment of his debt, has thought proper, on the day of the said seizure, 
to make an opposition thereto, as well in his own behalf as on behalf of his wife, 
grounded upon the pretended torts and grievances which he intends to particularize, 
' and has caused the said Dame de Vercheres to be summoned to appear before us, this 
day, to proceed upon the said opposition, and that not seeing upon what groimd the 
said opposition has been made, unless it be to vex the said Dame de Vercheres, he 
prays that it may please us to dismiss the said opposition, made by the said Bissonet 
and his wife, to the seizure of their moveables, and that in consequence, in default of 
the said Bissonet paying the aforesaid arrears of cens et rentes, the moveables aforesaid 
may be removed and sold. 

Having heard the said Bissonet who stated to us that^he had made the said opposition 
merely because the said Dame de Vercheres exacts from him the payment of four livres 
and ten sols of cens et rentes for the land which he owns in her seigniory, and one 
bushel and a half of wheat yearly; and that he is only bound to pay her, according to 
the location ticket of the said land, grantd by the Sieur de Vercheres to Andr^ Berzat 
whom he represents, one bushel and a half of wheat yearly, the seigniorial dues, a 
day's work, and to assist in planting the May-Pole, and that, in consequence, it may 
please us to discharge him from the payment of the four livres and ten sols, which the 
said Dame de Vercheres demands of him yearly; and the said Sieur de Pouligny, 
acting as aforesaid, having replied that the defence of the said Bissonet is the same as 
the one by him set up, at the time of the making of our ordinance of 14th September 
1720, and which we have disregarded, praying, moreover, the said Sieur de Pouli- 
gny, acting as aforesaid, that inasmuch as the said Bissonet is in bad faith and only 
seeks to elude the payment of his debt, it may please us to order that our ordinance 
of the 14th September 1720 be executed. 
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Considering all which, and seeing our said ordinance of the 14th September 1790, 
the said seizure and the opposition thereto made, as aforesaid, we, without regard to 
the opposition made by the said Bissonet to the seizure of his moveableSy which oppo- 
sition we hereby dismiss, order that our said ordinance of the 14th September 1720 
shall be executed; that, to that effect, the said Bissonet do, within fifteen days fron 
the service of the present ordinance, pay to the said Dame de Vercheres all the arrean 
ofcens et rentes to her due by reason of the said concession ; and that he wiD take tke 
deed of concession to him granted and passed, by tlic said Dame de Vercheres^ hefen 
Adh^mard, notary, on the 25th June 1704, and, in default by him to compl j with tke 
present ordinance, and the delay above mentioned having expired, we have condenmBd 
him to a fine of sixty livres payable to the fabrique of the parish of Vercheres, andtiie 
recovery of which shall be enforced at the diligence of the said Dame de VerchereB» or 
of the acting chiurch warden of the said fabrique, who shall be held to enter the aid 
sum in his account of the present year. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the fifteenth day of January one thousand seven hundred od 
twenty-three. 



(Signed) 



BEGON. 



[Qrd. of 1723, No. 9, Folio 14.] 

Ordmanct condemning Jean Boutin, Pierre Guignard and Guillaume JLemieua^ to wA 
within a year, to the clearing of their lands ; and aUotoing a default against JjUeiM 
Guillemet and the widow Guignard, they not having appeared, 

Michel Beoon, &c. 

Seeing the petition to us presented by the sieiu: de Rigauville, seignior of SeUediaflKi 
an officer in the navy in this coimtry, stating that he has conceded lands in the seigoio- 
ry of Bellechasse, to Francois La Croix, Jean Fradet, Antoine Guillemot, Jean Prt)- 
vencal, Sebastien Morin, Guillaume Lemieux, Louis Fortin, Jacques DestroismaisooBi 
Joseph Fortin, Pierre Guignard, Augustin Guignard, Jean Boutin, Antoine Moriiif 
Simon Foumier, Jean Baptiste Daigneau, Louis Destroismaisons, Simon, Jacques and 
Joseph Talbot, Timothy Par^ and Prisque Paulin, who do not actually reside, (mt 
tiennent pasjeu et lieu J on the said lands, and do not clear them, although they have 
been, for a long time, conceded to them, to his prejudice and damage, and to the pre- 
judice and damage of the other inhabitants settled in the said seigniory, inasmudi 98 
most of the said grantees do not pay their rent, do not bring their grain to the mill rf 
the said seigniory, do not contribute to the public works, and do not make the ordi- 
nary clearing to which they are bound towards their neighbors, and praying that it 
may please us to order that the said inhabitants or grantees do appear before us, to 
hear it declared that their lands are forfeited or re-united to the domain of the mi 
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seigniory. Our ordinance being at the bottom of the said petition, and bearing date 
on the thirtieth day of January last, to the effect that the parties be called to appear 
before us this day, and that the said petition and ordinance be served upon the grantees; 
following which said last mentioned ordinance is the notice thereof and of the said 
petition, by Lemieux, officer of miUtia of the said seigniory of Bellechasse, given to 
the said Jean Boutin, Pierre Guignard, Guillaume Lemieux, widow Guignard and 
Antoine Guillemet, inhabitants of the said seigniory, and the said Boutin, Guignard, 
and Guillaume Lemieux having appeared before us, in obedience to our said ordi- 
nance, have stated, to wit : — The said Jean Boutin, that it is true that some time has 
elapsed since the sieur de Rigauville has conceded to him the land of which he de- 
mands the forfeiture or re-union, but that when he requested the grant of it he told the 
sieur de Rigauville that he took it to settle one of his children thereon, who is now ar- 
riving at an age to enable him to work upon it ; that the said sieur de Rigauville does 
not suffer any damage from the want of a settlement upon the said land since he is a 
grantee of the first range of concessions, and has paid him the cens et rentes due to this 
day, by reason of the said concession, upon which he will cause the required work to 
be done during the present year. 

< 

The said Pierre Guignard who stated to us, that he has already cleared four arpents 
and a half of his said land, that he is ready to go and reside thereupon and to conti- 
nue to clear the same, and that he now resides in the said seigniory ; that as regards 
the cens et rentes, he has paid them up to this day. 

And the said Guillaume Lemieux, who also stated to us, that the said sieur de Ri- 
gauville cannot complain of his not having commenced the clearing of his said land, 
it having been conceded to his father, for him the said Guillaume Lemieux when he 
was yet very young ; that during the present year he will commence to work upon it ; 
and that the cens et rentes have been paid to this day to the said sieur de Rigauville, 
who persisted in the conclusions of his said petition. 

We order that the said Jean Boutin, Pierre Guignard and Guillaume Lemieux* 
shall be held to work at the clearing of their said lands, in a year and a day, from the 
notice to them given of the present ordinance by the captain of militia, who shall 
affix his return at the bottom thereof; and that in default thereof and the said delay 
having expired, we shall proceed upon the petition of the said sieur de Rigauville as 
may be fitting, and we have granted a default against the said Antoine Guillemet and 
widow Guignard, who have not appeared either in person or by attorney, and we de- 
clare our present ordinance executory against them. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done and given at Quebec, the first of March one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-two. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. of 1723, No. 9, Folio 24-1 

Ordinance ohligi/ig Adam arid Rivard to settle and continue the dearimgM upon tkv 
lands; condemning thesieur Levrard, sdgniorqf St. Pierre^ to return to MoMPOi 
and Carignan the rents which he has received during five yean that he haeheetm 
possession of their lands^ arid to concede, to each of them, another land tfjour or- 
penis hy forty, in such part of his unconceded lands as they may select and at Hi 
same rate of cens et rentes, 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Seeing our ordinance of the 29th June 1721, made between the neur Lievrardf mi- 
ter gunner, in this country, owner and proprietor of the seigniory of St. PierTe, on^ 
one part, and St. Marc and Pierre Rivard, farmers of Batiscan, the 8aid St. Maic, 
acting as well for himself as for Jean Baptiste Adam and one GuiUet, his sons in law, 
on the other part, enjoining the said grantees of the said seigniory of St. Peter, actu- 
ally to settle and reside upon their lands wiihin a year&om that day, andin.de&nk 
of their so doing, and the said delay having expired, permitting the said sieur Levnil 
to summon them to appear before us, that it may be ordered that the forfeiture or n- 
union of the lands which they hold in the said seigniory to the domain thereof shall 
take place ; and that the sieur Levrard shall be permitted to concede them to bthen, 
at the same rate of rents and dues ; also the return of Normandin, bailifi^ residing at 
Batiscan, at the bottom of the said ordinance, and bearing date on the twentyHsecond 
September following, by which it appears that he has read, published and posted vf 
a copy of the said ordinance, at the church door of Batiscan, where all the said grafi- 
tees reside ; 

Another return of the said Normandin, bearing date on the twenty-fifth of Fehnmq 
last, that at the request of the sieur de Levrard, he has summoned the said Pieirefii- 
vard, St. Marc, Adam and Francois Frigon, Francois Du Clos dit Carignan, Luc Pro- 
tean, Madelaine Guillet, widow of Robert Rivard dit Loranger, and Jean Baptiste 
Braussard dit Langevin, to appear before us this day, at two of the clock P. M., to 
the end that it may .be ordered that their lands shall be re-united to the domain of tbe 
said seigniory of St. Pierre, in consequence of their having neglected to occupy the 
same, fd^ tenirfeu et lieu J vnthin a year, in conformity with our said ordinance ; sni 
only Jean Baptiste Adam having appeared, in obedience to the said summons, win 
stated to us, namely, the said Adam, that he appeared as well for himself, as for Jac- 
ques Massicot and Fran9ois Carrignan, farmers of Batiscan aforesaid, in virtue of their 
power of attorney, dated the second day of the present month, which he exliibit^ to 
us, and stated also that, as to himself, he had cleared five arpents of his said land, and 
had erected a hut, imtil he had the means of erecting a house thereon, and that eaiiy 
next spring, he intends to cross the river, and to continue his clearings, offering more- 
over to pay the rents and dues, fcens et rentes J as he has heretofore done. 

And, with regard to the said Massicot and Carrignan, that since five or six years, the 
said sieur Levrard has taken possession of their lands, without their consent, to construct 
his mill ; that in consequence they^ have not been able to comply with our ordinance of 
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the 20th June 1721 ; praying that they may fee permitted to re-enter upon their landsi 
in order to settle upon the same ; and that it may please us to condemn the said sieur 
Levrard to return and reimburse to them the rents of the said lands, during the time 
he has had possession of the same, and which they have paid to the agent of the said 
Masson, until the year 1722, at which time she died. 

The said sieur Rivard being also heard, stated that, last year he erected upon his 
said grant, a log-house of twenty-five feet, at which he is now working, and sawing 
eome boards to make the roof and floors ; that he has cleared two arpents of his said 
land and hopes to make it productive this very year, offering also to pay the cens et 
rentes as he has done heretofore. 

And the said sieur Levrard answered that upon the representations of the grantees 
of lands in his said seigniory, that the erection of a mill would induce them to settle on 
their lands, he had built a mill in his said seigniory five years ago ; that the said mill 
is in good order, and that he suffers considerable damage from the refusal of the said 
grantees to settle on their said lands. 

That with regard to the defence set up by the said Massicot and Carrignan, und the 
demand by them made of the restitution of ceTis et rentes which they have paid to the 
attorney of the said Masson up to 1722, the period at which she died, he stated that 
being imder the necessity of building a mill in his said seigniory, at the request of the 
grantees, and not finding a more convenient place to erect the said mill, than the lands 
of the said Massicot and Carrignan, upon which they had made no clearings what- 
ever, be was compelled for the sake of public utility to build his said mill there, as 
being the most convenient place in his seigniory, but that he is ready and offers to give 
to each of them, in lieu of this said grant, a concession of four arpents by forty, in such 
part of the onccHiceded lands as they may select, on payment by them of the same cctib 
et rentes as the other grantees pay; offering moreover, to reimburse to them such cefis 
et rentes as they shall prove they have paid to the said widow Masson by reason of 
their said grants, during the five years he has been in possession of their said lands, 
until the decease of the said widow; persisting however, the said Levrard, in the con- 
clusions and objects of his said petition. 

We order that the said Adam and Rivard shall continue the clearing of their lands, 
and that they shall immediately settle on the same ; and in default of their working 
at the clearing of their said lands, vdthin a year from the service upon them of our pre- 
sent ordinance, we authoiize the said sieur de Levrard to cite them before us, to be 
dealt with as may be proper ; we have granted acte to the said Massicot and Carrignan 
of the offers of the said Levrard, and in consequence have condemned him to reim- 
burse the cens et rentes which they shall prove they have paid to the said widow Mas- 
son, by reason of their said lands during the five years that he has had possession of it, 
until her death, and to concede to them, in exchange for the said land which the said 
Levrard has retaken, a land of four arpents in front by forty arpents in depth, in such 
part 01 the unconceded lands of his seigniory as they may select, at the same rate of 
€€ns et rentes as the other grantees of the said ieigniory, which concession they shall 
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bt held to chooM withiu three months at the latest, from the date of the service upon 
them of om- present ordinance, and upon condition that they shall actually settle and 
reside (tenirfeu et lieu) upon the said concession within a twelve months ; and in de- 
fault of settling and residing upon the same, within a year, and the said delay having 
expired, we permit the said sieur Levrard to cite them before us; to abide our further 
order. We grant default against the said Saint Marc, Fran9ois Frigon, Luc Pro- 
tean, Madelaine Guillet, widow Robert Rivard dit Loranger, and Jean Baptiste Brans- 
sard dit Langevin, defendants who have not appeared, cither in person or by attomej, 
and we declare our present ordinance executory against them. 

Done and given at Quebec, the 11th March 1723. 

(Signed) BEGtON. 



[Ordinance of 1723, No. 9, Folio 46* j 

Ordinaf%ce compelling the inhabitants of LoTigueuil who have a right in the common (9 
contribute one day^s work, each year, to clear the addition to the said comanan tnait 
by the Baron de LonguH^ without any further charges. 

Michel Begon, &;c. 

It having been represented to us, by Mr. le Baron de Longueuil, governor of Three- 
Rivers, that with a view to enable the inhabitants of the seigniory of liongneuil to 
pasture their cattle, he has enlarged the common of the said seigniory by adding to it 
eighty arpents, without any other rent or charges than those contained in their deeds 
of concession ; that as the said enlargement is advantageous and beneficial to them, 
he prays that it may please us to order that each of the inhabitants who have a right 
of common, shall contribute one day's work to clear the addition to such common. 

We, in consequence order that all the inhabitants of the said seigniory of Lon- 
gueuil, who have a right of common, shall, on the day to be fixed by the said sieur de 
Longueuil, perform a day's work, each and every year, to clear the aforesaid eighty 
arpents of land added to the said common. 

Ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-fourth day of April, one thousand seven hmidred and 
twenty-three. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



97 

[Ordce. of 1723, No. 9, Folio 78.] 

Ordinance prohihMng the sieur St, Denis ^ acting for dame Duchesnay, his mother ^ and 
all other seigniorSf to exact the rents stipulated in livres tournoisy monnoie de France ^ 
otherwise tJian after a reduction of a quarter ; and condemning those tcho have re- 
ceived them in full, to return the difference, or carry it to tJie credit of tJiose con- 
cemed. 

MiCHlBL BeGON, &C. 

Upon the petition presented to us by Jean Marcou, Ignace Toupln, Vincent Rodri- 
gue, Ren^ Toupin, Jacques Avisse et Michel Chevalier, old inhabitants of the parish of 
Beauport, alleging that they own in the seigniory of Beauport, belonging to the widow, 
children and heirs of the late sieur Duchcsnay, lands acquired by themselves, and others 
left to them by their fathers and mothers, the rents of which lands the said widow Du- 
chesnay exacts, at the rate of twenty livres, monnaie de France, money of France, per 
arpent in front, without explaining the ccn^, under the pretence that in the deeds of 
concession of the said lands, it is stipulated that twenty livres toumois of rent shall be 
paid for each arpent in fiont ; that the said widow Duchesnay cannot avail herself of 
the word toumois, which was formerly used by notaries, because since that period, the 
rents of the said lands have been paid to her, and she has received them at the rate 
of " la monnaie de cartes, " deducting one quarter ; and praying that it may please us 
to order that the said dame veuve Duchesnay give her explanations respecting the 
word toumois, and declare whether she intends to make them pay the said rents, at 
any other rate than that upon which she has received them duiing the time of the 
monnaie de cartes. 

At the bottom of the said petition is found our ordinance of the 14th instant, to the 
effect that the parties be called to appear before us this day ; as also thesmnmons gi- 
ven, in consequence, to the said dame Duchesnay, as well in her own name, as in the 
name of her children, minors and of age, by Dessaline, bailiff, on the 18th instant. — 
To which summons, the sieur Juschereau de St. Denis, son of the said dame Duches- 
nay, acting as well for himself, as for his said mother, tutrix to his brothers and sis- 
ters, still minors, and also for his other brothers and sisters, who are of age, has ap- 
peared and stated to us, that he wall abide by our decision upon the present contesta- 
tion ; praying that if we consider that he is not well founded in his demand, we may 
be pleased to order that those, to whom gi'ants have been made, since the suppression 
of the monnaie de cartes, at the rate of twenty livres per arpent in front, shall be held 
to pay the said twenty livres in specie, as it is stated in their deeds that they shall pay 
20 livres, monnaie de France ; and the said petitioners have persisted in their demand ; 

Having heard the paities, and seeing the said petition, oui ordinance and summons 
subjoined thereto, we, considering that tlie said rents which have been stipulated in 
livres toumois have, with the consent of the seigniors, boon received with a deduction 
of one quarter, until the suppression of the monnaie de cartes ; and that, on the con- 
trary, those which have been stipulated monnaie defrance have been paid without any 

N 
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reduction ; and considering also, that by the 9th article of the king's declaration res- 
pecting the monnaie de cartes , of the 5th July 1717, His Majesty has ordered that the 
cens et rentes j dues, farm and house-rents, and other debts contracted before the enre- 
gistration of the said declaration, whenever monnaie de France is not stipulated, might 
be paid with la inxmriaie de FrancCy deducting one quarter, which is the difference be- 
tween the currency of France and of this country. — We prohibit the said sieur de Sl 
Denis, in his said quality, and all other seigniors, from exacting the rentes stipulated 
in livres Ummoisy and others not stipulated monnaie de France^ firom receiving 
them, otherwise than with a reduction of one quarter ; and we order all those who 
have received them in full, to return the difference, or to carry it to the credit of their 
tenants, to be deducted from the rents due and to accrue hereafter ; and adjudicating 
upon the demand of the said sieur de St. Denis, in his said quality, that the rents of 
the grants made in the seigniory of Beauport, since the suppression of the monnaie de 
cartes, and which have been stipulated, at the rate of 20 livres per arpent in front, 
without stating that monnaie de France was meant, — 

We order that the said rents shall be paid at the rate of 20 livres, monnaie de Franux, 
in full and wdthout any reduction of one quarter; inasmuch as by the 8tli article of 
the said declaration. His Majesty has abrogated the currency of this country, and has, 
in consequence, ordered that all contracts, stipulations, dues, rents and all other tran- 
sactions whatsoever shall be made and stipulated in monn^aie de France, from the enre- 
gistering of His said declaration. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, this 21st June 1723. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. of 1723, No. 9, Folio 93.] 

OrdinaTice whic/t sets aside and dismisses the pretensions of the sieurs Marcot and Chas- 
tenay to arrogate to themselves the right of fishing in front of their land, reserved by 
Mr. Robineau, seignior of Fortneuf and tchich permits the sieur de Oroisille^ son w 
law of the sieur Rohineau, to farm the said right to them, at the rate of four Tiogs- 
heads (hariques) of Eels per annum, 

MiCHFX Begon, &c. 

The sieur Croisille, an Ensign in the company of the naval force in this country, as 
having married Miss Marie- Anne Robineau, acting also for Miss Marguerite Ren^ 
Robineau, his sister-in-law, universal legatees of the said late sieur Jacques Robi- 
neau, and in that quality proprietors, each for one half, of the lands and barony of 
Portneuf, having cited before us, Henry Marcot and Jean Baptiste Chastenaye, inha- 
bitants of Portneuf aforesaid, as representing Jean Frangois Marcot, to the end that 
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they may be prohibited from setting nets to catch Eels in front of their residence, in- 
asmuch as they have no right so to do, and that they never have exercised the said 
right, nor the said Jean Francois Marcot whom they ropro.-cnt, tho riglit of fishing 
having always been reserved and farmed out by tho said lato Jacques llobineau, 
and since his decease by the said sieur de Croisille, acting as aforesaid. 

We have heard the said Marcot and Chastenaye, who informed us that the said sieur 
de Croisille has no right to hinder them from fishing as aforesaid, since they ought to 
have the same privileges as the other inhabitants of the locality, who have the right 
to fish in front of their lands ; that it is true that in the location ticket of tlie land they 
own, granted by the said late Jacques Robineau to tho said Jean Fran^'ois Marcot, 
and addressed to the sieur La Ceticre, a notary of this town, in order to prepare a 
deed thereupon, no mention is made of the said right to fish; but that it is therein 
stated that the said sieur de la Cetiore shall make and prepare the deed vidth the same 
clauses, and upon the same conditions, as the other inhabitants of the place. That tho 
deed was accordingly prepared by the said sieur de la Cetiure, which deed, however, 
the said late sieiu* Jacques Robineau refused to sign; that nevertheless, they have ac- 
quired the said land from the said Jean Frjui^ois Marcot, solely in tho hope of enjoy- 
ing the right of fisliing, as aforesaid, inasmuch as the greater part, or almost the whole 
of the said land is worthless, they arc thereby exposed to great damage and loss, hav- 
ing incurred considerable expense to establish the said fishery, never anticipating any 
trouble in the enjoyment of the right in question ; that the said sieur de Croisille has 
no right to hinder them from enjoying the said privilege of fishing, since tho 
* intention of the said lato sieur Jacques Robineau, was that tho deed for the said land 
should be passed with the same clauses and upon the same conditions as those of the 
other inhabitants who enjoy tho privilege of fishing in front of their lands. Wliere- 
fore they pray that it may please us to order that they shall have and enjoy the right 
to fishing in front of the said land, and that the sieui* de Croisille be jirohibited from 
disturbing them in the enjoyment thereof. 

To which defence, the said sieur de Croisille replied, that it is ea^iily perceived that 
the said Marcot and Chastenaye are acting under the influence of bad advice, and that 
their demand to enjoy the said right of fishing, is the effect thereof, inasmuch as the 
said sieur Robineau has always reserved to himself the said right, and that he never 
intended to give it up to the said Jean Francois Marcot, it being tho most consider- 
able revenue of the seigniory, and that to indemnify the sai J Miticot for the privation 
of the said right, he, she said Robineau, granted him six arpents of land in front, 
which are only charged with the rent of four arpents. 

That the proof that the said Jean Fran9ois Marcot never enjoyed the right of 
fishing, is made evident by their defence, since they agree themselves that the said 
late sieur Robineau would not sign the contract which was drawn by the said sieur de 
la Cetiere, because it was therein stated that the grantee would have the right of fish- 
ing ; that what establishes more strongly that the defendants have no right to the said 
fishery and never pretended to have any, and that the said right has not been conceded 
to the said Jean Fran9ois Marcot, and tiiat they have never enjoyed the same, is 
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that to their knowledge the said late bicur Robineau has always farmed it out, and the 
said Jean Fran9oi3 Marcot never enjoyed it, neither have they since their residence 
on the said land ; the said Henry Marcot not being even able to deny that he did not 
last year ofter to give to the said Croisille, five bonels and a half of Eels, per annum, 
for the rent of tl:o said fishery : that in consequence, tlioir demand to enjoy the said 
fishery on the sauio footing with the oilier inhabitants is absurd; that nevei*theless, and 
whereas it is more natiu-al that tho said defendants should have the lease of the said 
fishery, in preference to any other, on account of its being situate in front of their 
lands, he consents to give them the lease and privilege thereof, for the said five barrels 
and a half of Eels, which the said Henry Marcot offered him last year. 

To wliich the said Henry Marcot replied, that it is true that he knew that the 
said fishery had always been leased, and that he had the preceding year offered five 
barrels and a half of Eels per annum, but that he had since been informed that the 
said sieur de Croisille could not deny him the right of fishing, since all the other in- 
habitants of Portneuf enjoyed the same, in front of their lands : wherefore he per- 
sisted, as well as the said Chastenaye in their said defences. 

We, inasmuch as it appears that the said late sieur Robineau has always enjoyed 
the right of fishing in front of the land by him conceded to Jean Marcot, and that he 
has not specifically conceded the said right : — 

Order that the said sieur de Croisille, acting as aforesaid, shall continue to use and 
enjoy the said fishery, and by his consent, that the said Marcot and Chastenaye may 
use and enjoy the same for the space of two years, on their giving him, for each of 
the said two years, four barrels of Eels, that is to say, two baiTols per annum each, 
and they shall be held to make their option within eight days firom the notification 
which vnll be made to them of the present ordinance, in default of which, and the said 
delay expired, we permit the said "sieur de Crosille to dispose of the said fishery as 
he may see fit. 

It is hereby further ordered that, at the expiration of the said two years, of the en- 
joyment by the said Marcot and Chastenaye of the said fishery, they may, if they 
think proper, continue to enjoy the same, on paying to the said sieur de Croisille the 
same annual rent of four barrels of Eels. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, this 25th July 1723. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. from 1723, No. 9, Folio 112.] 

Ordinance which condemns the Sieur Gachet, agent for the scigyiior de la Durantayef 
to cause the layids of tlie inJiabitants of the said seigniory to he bounded iciihout 
delay y and which suspoids the payment of tlic la?ids until bou?idaries sJudl have 
been placed, Sfc,, ifc. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Upon the petition to us presented by Jacques Quenet, Antoine Couppy, Pierre Jovin, 

Jean Pasquier and Joseph Denis, inhabitants of St. Michel de la Durantaye, acting as 

well in their own name as in the names of the other habitants of the said place, alleging 

that, during several yeai*s past, they have paid to the Sieur Gachet, the authorized 

agent of the Sieurs de la Durantaye and Widow Cadran, absent from this coimtry, 

the rents of the lands which they possess in the said seigniory, which said lands have 

never been measured nor bounded, notwithstanding their numerous applications to 

the said Sieur Gachet, so that they do not know the extent in depth of their lots, and 

praying that we may be pleased to condemn the said Gachet in his said quality to 

deliver to them the extent of land which they ought to have, as well in front as in 

depth, according to their location tickets, and a necessary road, upon the offer by them 

made to pay their rents at the same rate as the other inhabitants of the said seigniory 

as also that he shall be held to jompel the other inhabitants in front of them to reside 

upon their grants in order to give them the ordinary clearing ; at the bottom of which 

petition is our ordinance of yesterday to the effect that the parties be called to appear 

before us this day, at ten o'clock in the morning. 

And the summons in consequence given to the said Gachet by Rageot, bailiff, yes- 
terday, and the said Gachet having appeared and stated to us that, in his quality of 
agent of the said Sieur de la Durantaye and Dame widow Cadran, he does not intend 
to oppose the demand of the said Quenet, Couppy and others, and that he wall abide 
by the order by us given; 

Considering which, and seeing the said petition, our order and the summons at the 
bottom of it dated as aforesaid, we condemn the said Gachet, in his said quality, to 
cause the boundaries of the plaintiffs* said lands to be drawn without delay by a sur- 
veyor, as well in front as in depth, according to their location tickets, in presence of 
the said parties or afler due notice given to them, the cost of which survey shall be 
paid by the plaintiflfe, and we do hereby suspend the payment of the rents of the lands 
until the said survey shall have taken place ; condemning also the said Gachet, in his 
quality, to frimish to the said plaintifis the road by them demanded, and as to their 
rents, we order that they bring back their location tickets, in order to pay them at the 
same rate as the other inhabitants of the seigniory de la Durantaye. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the sixteenth November one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-three. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. of 1724, No. 10. Folio 11.] 

Ordinance condemning tJie Sieur Pierre TrenMay to concede to the Sieur CftnUicr 12 
arpents of land in front hy 40 arpcnts in drpth, i/jxm tlie condition that hedopajf 
tlie arrears of rent at tlcc rate tf 6 livres currency of tJie country y or 4 iivres 10 sob 
currency of France^ and 6 capons or 4 livres, 10 sds atid 9 deniers of cem per 
arpenty ea^h year, and to give him a deed of co?wession thereof. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Seeing our ordinance of the 3rd February 1717, made between Pierre Tremblay, 
proprietor of tbe seigniory of Eboulcmens, and Loui« Gontier, residing in the said 
seigniory, enacting that, without regard to our ordinance of 1713, made in fevor of 
the said Pierre Trembly, and by which we have reduced the land of the Baid Gontier 
from 12 arpents to 6, upon the statement made to us by the said Pierre Tremblay, that 
the said grant was too extensive to be ciTectually cultivated by the said Gontier alone, 
without informing us that he had pre^'iou«ly been condemned by Mr. Raudot ,by his ot- 
dinance of the 8th March 1710, to concede the said twelve arpents, by which we haw 
ordered that the said ordinance of Mr. Raudot should be executed, according to its 
tenor and effect, and that, consc;quently, the said Tremblay should be compelled ts 
allow the said twelve arpents which he had been condemned to concede to him, upa 
the same conditions as those mentioned in the deeds of the other grantees of lands of 
the Petite-Riviere, and upon condition of the payment of the said rents, from the 8th 
March 1710. 

Another ordinance by us made, on the 28th June last, between the said parties, 
by which, to establish the depth which the said land should have, we have given act 
to the parties of the nominations by them made to settle the same, namely: the said 
Tremblay, of Louis Tremblay, his brother, and the said Gontier, of Jacques Fortin; and 
in case they should differ, they might call in an umpire ; that the said arbitratora 
should go on the premises to examine the same, after having been duly sworn before 
the Sieiu" de Chavigny, whom we have authorised to that effect, as also to reduce the 
report of the said arbitrators to writing, which report should be brought before ub, 
that thereupon we might order what should be right respecting the depth of the said 
land. 

Seeing also the return of the said Sieur de Chavigny, dated on the 29th August 
last past, establishing that the said Lonis Tremblay and Jacques Fortin had been 
duly sworn to make the said visit, after which the said arbitrators differing in opinion 
and not having agreed upon the nomination of an umpire, and the said Tremblay and 
Gontier differing also as to the nomination of such an umpire, the said Sr. de Chavigny 
shoul have named as such umpire Joseph Poulin, agent of Bay St. Paul's farm, who, 
after being duly sworn well and truly to visit and examine the said farm, has de- 
clared that he had well examined the same in several parts thereof, and had observed 
that it was composed of nothing but red earth, which is rather sand than earth, having 
a stony bottom wdth large rocks, impracticable in consequence of the height of the 
land which rises very rapidly ; that it is impossible to make roads through it ; that the 
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upper part is covered with bad fir and cedar trees ; that he does not believe that more 
than five aipents in depth of the said land, in the widest part of the same, are fit for 
cultivation and sowing, and that even, as to that depth, a part of it tumbled every 
year ; and that, during the last five or six years, half an acre had been thus destroyed. 

"We, considering the return made by the said Poulin, umpire as aforesaid, have 
condemned the said Pierre Tremblay to concede to the said Louis Gontier 12 arpents 
in front by 40 in depth, in his seigniory, upon the same conditions and at the same 
rate mentioned in the concessions made to the inhabitants of the Petite-Rivier^, and as 
■ it has been heretofore ordered by the ordinance of Monsieiu* Raudot of the 8th March 
1710, and by that which we have made in consequence on the 3rd February 1717. 

And being informed that the inhabitants of La Petite-Riviere pay, according to 
their deeds of concession ten sols currency of this country, per arpent in front, and 
the half of a capon, we condemn the said Gontier to pay to the said Tremblay the 
arreaiB of rents of his said land, in specie, to begin on the 8th March 1710, at the 
rate of 6 livres cmrency of this country, being in currency of France 4 livres, 10 sols 
and 9 deniers of cens per arpent, yearly. 

And we order that the said Tremblay shall execute a deed of concession to the said 
Gontier, upon the conditions and at the rate above mentioned, and in default by the 
Bsid Tremblay to comply with these presents within one month from this day, and the 
Baid delay being expired, we further order that our present ordinance shall be to the 
said G<mtier equivalent to such deed of concession. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Q,uebec, the twelfth day of April one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
four. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. of 1724, No. 10, Folio 34.] 

Ordinance corrvpelling the Sieur Beaudoin to clear, for the Widow Beaudoin, his sister 
in laWf as much land upon tJie new grant to her made, as there is on the lot cut 
off' from lier farm by the seignior of Repentigny, and of which the said Beaudoin 
is now in possession, 

MiCBBL Begon, &c. 

Marie Riviere, widow of Jacques Beaudoin, of the River of L'Assomption, in the 
seigniory of Lachenaye, having appeared before us with Guillame Beaudoin, her 
brother in law, and her neighboins, to settle the difficulties existing between them in 
relation to the execution of our ordinance of the 7th July 1720 ; the said widow pre- 
tending that the land which the Sieur de Repentigny wishes to give her to indemnify 
her for the land of which the fixing of proper boundaries has deprived her, and by 
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which the Raid Bcaudoin has been benefitted, is not acceptable by reason of the great 
expences to be incnrred in draining the same by means of ditches at least fifteen feet 
deep ; and therefore praying that bhe may be placed in the same situation as she was 
previous to our said ordinance. 

And the said Beaudoin maintaining that she cannot avail herself of that reason or 
disturb liim, having voluntarily agreed ^^'ith him that, in lieu of the work "whicli he was 
to do on the new grant to her promised by the said Sieur de Repentigny,he would clear 
the same quantity of land upon her old grant, according to the procis-verbcd of Beaudry, 
a land-siu^'cyor, wherein the said agreement is mentioned, and which he has exhi- 
bited unto us as bearing date the 16th May 1721 ; 

Whereupon, and having heard the said Sieur de Repentigny who stated that the said 
widow has accepted the said land which he offered her, at the time of the making d 
our said ordinance, and that he has no other to give in the said seigniory ; seeing our 
ordinance of the 7th July 1720, and the report of the said Beaudry of the 16th May 
1720, and upon the whole deliberated, without reference to the said covenant alleged 
by the said Beaudoin, which we declare to be null, 

We have ordered that our said ordinance of the 16th May 1720 be executed hetwea 
the said parties, and that, in consequence, the said Beaudoin shall be held to dear, 
upon the new grant to the said widow, as much land as there is upon the land cut off 
from her farm and of which the said Beaudoin is in possession, according to the survey 
thereof made by the said Beaudry ; the said clearing to be made at the place indicated 
by the said ^vidow, upon the said new grant, which indication she will be bound to 
make within two years from this day, during which time and imtil the said Beaudoin 
shall have made the said clearing, she will remain in possession and enjoy the said 
ground cut off from her farm, according to our said ordinance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, in our residence, this ninth day of June one thousand seven 
hundred and twenty-four. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. from 1725 to 1726, TS'o. 11, Folio 22.J 

Ordinance between the sieur Gastin and the sieurs Peyre and Becquet, respectiag the Cod 
fishery in, the river de le Magdelaine, in the Grande- Vallec-dcs-Monts-Notre-DafM 
and ai, L*An^e a VEtangy leased to the sieur Gastin alone, by Messieurs Seerrazin 
and Lajus. 

Michel Begon, &;c. 

Upon the petition to us presented by the sieur Gastin, Merchant of this city, alleg- 
ing, that having leased from the sieur Sarrazin, member of the superior council of 
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this city, and of sieiir Jourdain Lajus, in his own name, and as agent for the sieurs 
Thierry Hazeur, common and grand Penitentiary of the Cathedral Church of this city, 
and Pierre Hazeur de Lorme, also Cannon and first Chorister of the said church, the 
land, seigniories and fiefe of La-grande-vallee-des-monts-Notre-Dame, of the river 
de laMagdelaine and of TAnse du Grand-Etang, to them belonging in common, with 
the rights of trading, hunting and fishing through all the extent of the said lands and 
seigniories, upon the conditions mentioned in the deed of lease, and among others, to 
make upon the said seigniories the necessary establishments for trading, hunting and 
fishing, as appears by the said lease, passed before Mtre. Barbel, notary of the Pr^- 
Yoste of this city, on the fifth of April last. 

That by reason of the said lease, he has made the necessary preparations and dis- 
buisements to commence the said establishments for a permanent cod fishery, and is 
about to dispatch, for that object, three vessels of forty tons each, with fourteen fish- 
ing boats and sixty-five men, inasmuch as he intends to occupy the whole extent of 
the said seigniories, as representing the proprietors thereof, in virtue of the said lease, 
and by our order of the fourteenth of the said month of April, by which we have per- 
mitted him, in his said quality, to establish in the said seigniories a permanent fishery, 
and jforbidding all other persons to molest him. 

That nevertheless, he has been informed that the sieurs Peyre and Becquet, mer- 
chants of this city, having obtained a passport from the admiralty in this city, for a 
boat, which they declared they wished to send to the said Anse-du-Grand-Etang, did, 
on the ninth of the said month of April, send a canoe with five men, to retain, in their 
name, a certain extent of beach for cod fishing, which undertaking of the said Peyre 
and Becquet, is in contravention to the marine ordinance of one thousand six himdred 
and eighty-one, contrary also to our said ordinance of the fourteenth of the said month 
of April and against thejights of the said sieurs Sarrazin and Hazeur, proprietors, 
who ought to have the exclusive privilege of fishing upon as much space as they may 
occupy, which said right they have ceded to the petitioner, praying that inasmuch aA 
the said undertaking would cause him considerable damage, we may be pleased to 
confirm our said ordinance of the fourteenth of the said month of April ; and seeing 
the said lease, to forbid the said sieurs Peyre and Becquet, as well as all others, to 
make any establishments whatsoever for fishing, hunting or trading upon the said lands 
and seigniories of the Grande- Vail ee-des-Monts of the river de la Magdelaine and of 
TAnse du Grand-Etang, to the prejudice of the petitioner, and to cause him any trou- 
ble or hindrance, under such penalty, costs and damages as we may be pleased to 
order, — the said petition signed "Gastin", at the bottom of which is our ordinance 
of the twenty-third of the said month of April, to the effect that the parties be called 
to appear before us on the following day, at eight o'clock in the forenoon, and the 
summons jin consequence given to the said sieurs Peyre and Becquet, by de Salme, 
bailiff, dated on the same day ; the defence set up against the said petition, served at 
the request of the said sieurs Peyre and Becquet, upon the said sieur Gastin, by the 
said de Saline, on the twenty-seventh of the said month of April ; by which they al- 
lege, amongst other things, that the pretensions of the said sieur Gastin are not only 
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new, but contrary to justice and tend to ruin the commerce of this cotmtry ; that they 
do not pretend to raise the question, whether the titles given for a number of yean 
for such a large extent of the country, as are the tracts leased to the said sieur Gras- 
tin, which contain nearly twelve leagues of the beach along the sea coast which have 
not been settled by the proprietors, in any manner whatsoever, can now have their ef- 
fect, after so many declarations by His Majesty and orders from the Council of State, 
for the remainder of the non-established grants, but that he takes the liberty of sta- 
ting that it is useless for the said siem* Gastin to represent the heavy expenses, which 
he states he has incurred for the establishment of permanent fisheries, "which he in- 
tends to form on the said lands by him leased, inasmuch as it is notorious that the two 
largest of three vessels which he states he has equipped for the said fisheries are by 
him intended for his ti*ade with Isle Royale ; that no other expenses are to be incurred 
than those of the ordinary equipments, greater or smaller, according to the intention 
and the means of the parties ; the stages, shanties and clearings, the privilege of 
which he asks, having been erected and made by the diflferent merchants who have 
carried on the. fishing business during every year since seventeen hundred and four- 
teen, period at which the said harbors have been found fit and convenient for fishing; 
and even admitting that those leases were in full force, the right of fishing, thereby 
granted, can only extend to such lakes or rivers contained in the said conceded lands, 
or to such fish as can be taken along the beach, which is left dry at low tide, and that 
it cannot extend to the cod fishery, since the king's intentions are absolutely to the 
contrary to such pretentions. 

That this is proved by the concessions granted at Labrador, to the sieurs de Courte- 
manche, de la Valterie and Constantin, by which, though the exclusive seal fishery is 
granted to them, nevertheless His Majesty expressly reserved in their deeds the cod 
fishery, for all his subjects ; that this reserve has always been the king's intention^ as 
fully appears by His ordinances. 

That the ordinances of the year one thousand six hundred and eighty-one, respect- 
ing the navy, set forth in the fifth book, title first, article first, that His Majesty de- 
clares the sea fishing free to all his subjects. 

That it would.be useless for His Majesty to grant such right, if his subjects coeU 
not dry their fish on the beach, and thereby enjoy the said right. 

That the second article of the said title, only obliges such of his subjects as shall 
carry on the cod fishing in the seas along the coast of America, where it can be carried 
on, to obtain a clearance from the admiral for each voyage. 

That lastly, the title sixth, which treats solely of cod fishing, prescribes the rules 
which ought to be observed in such fisheries, the privilege given to the first arrival, the 
distribution which should take place of the beach and the rules to be observed durixij[ 
the said fishing. 

That it was with a view of complying with the said ordinance, that the petitioner^ 
despatGhed a boat on the ninth of the said month of April, with a peimit from the aA- 
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miraltj for mx boats, not only to retain a site, but also to make and repair the stages 
and shanties which are deteriorated during the winter, so that nothing could delay or 
impede their fishing. 

That in so doing they have only done what is customary in this country. 
That the said sieur Gachet has done so several times and namely last year. 

That they imderstand that the clause in the said deeds, which grants the right of 
fishing, hunting and trading, can only have reference to cod fishing. 

That they believe they are right in maintaining that, if the deeds, in question, men- 
tioned cod fishing in plain terms, the sieurs Gastin and his authors not having given 
nodoe of the new privilege, either by registration or publication ; and being desirous 
of exercising the same, after other individuals, upon the faith of a received and uncon- 
tradicted custom, have incurred considerable expense in equipping six boats and a 
flloop, carrying forty men, ought to be dismissed and their pretensions rejected, for the 
present year at least, because the defendants have in their favor the ordinances and 
their good faith. 

That, although the southern coast of the river St. Lawrence, from Matanne where 
the cod fishing commences, is very extensive, there are but few spots where the fish 
can be prepared, inasmuch as the places where boats can be hauled on shore arc very 
scarce. That, however, the inhabitants of Canada can only fish for cod in the river 
St. LaMrrence, for many reasons, the first of which is that the opening of the naviga- 
tion being very tardy, and the wind from the sea blowing during all the month of May, 
they only reach the bay of Canada long after the fishing has commenced, and they 
would be obliged to go beyond Tlsle Percee to find out new spots to dry their fish, 
which is not possible, since all the harbors fi:om Cap d'Espoir to the bottom of Baie 
des Chaleurs, although conceded to several individuals of this coimtry, as those leased 
to the said Gastin, are occupied by vessels from France, whose crews exercise there, 
as ,well as in all the other harbors known, north and south of the St. Lawrence, the 
privilege granted by His Majesty, to the first comer, in the same manner as within 
the limits prescribed by the ordinance, from the Cap-des-Rosiers, to Cap d'Espoir 
which limits were, at that time, considered alone fit for fishing cod. 

The second reason is, that the Canadian fishermen not being yet perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the fishing business, could not fish on the open sea, as the french fishermen do, 
but can fish very well in the river. 

That finally, those who fish in the river only, dispatch their vessels after sowing time, 
because the fishing commences late there. 

That, if the pretensions of the said sieur Gastin were maintained, very few indi\d- 
duals could carry on the fishing business, because the southern coast of the St. Law- 
rence having been conceded to some ancient families, and the northern coast being the 
property of the king, the Islands Maingan, Anticosti and the main land in front of 
them to the limits of the said king's property, to the families of the sieurs Jolliet and 
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Bissot, which extent of ground, the Isle Maingan excepted, is without any establish- 
ment whatever ; should each of the said proprietors wish to exercise the same priri- 
lege of fishing granted to them, that branch of trade would have to be abandonned, 
aldiough it is now carried on without the least prejudice to the proprietors of the fiefe; 
that on the contrary, it is very useful to them and to all the colony, inasmuch as it at- 
tracts a great number of vessels yearly, in search of codfish ; and for all those reasons 
they conclude that the demand of the said sieur Gastin ought to be dismissed, as to the 
present year, at least, and that he be prohibited from causing any trouble or impedi- 
ment to the people employed by the defendants, upon pain of a fine and the payment 
of the loss and damages sufiered by the said defendants. 

Seeing also the replications of the ssdd sieur Grastin, aerved upon the said taexm 
Peyre and Becquet, by the said Dessaline, bailiff, on the second of the present month, 
by which the said Gastin maintains amongst other things, that the allegation of the said 
Peyre respecting the right of fishing, which he says cannot be understood to mean the 
right of cod fishing, but only the right of fishing in the lakes and rivers within the ex- 
tent of the conceded lands, or of taking the fish which can be caught upon the banks 
left dry by the tide, militates agains him and shows the justice of the pretension set 
up by the said Gastin, because without inquiring whether the right of fishing, which he 
has leased, may or may not mean the right of cod fishing, it is certain that by virtue of 
the naval ordinance, by which His Majesty has declared cQd fishing upon the high seas 
free and common to all his subjects, he has the right to it, as being one of His Ma- 
jesty's subjects ; that he does not oslf, that the said sieur Peyre and his associates he 
prevented from fishing for cod in the river, in front of the grants by him leased. 

That there now only remains the question relative to the beach necessary to dry the 
fish ; that it is but just that, having taken a lease of seigniories, containing in all, fimr 
leagues in extent, (instead of twelve, as stated by the sieur Peyre) and having* incur- 
red considerable expense in establishing upon each of the said seigniories permaaent 
fishing establishments, he should have the choice of the extent of beach which be re- 
quires, since the sieur Peyre agrees that the right of fishing means the privilege to take 
all the fish that can be caught on the banks which are left dry at low water ; and that 
he, Gastin, consents that when he shall have chosen the extent of beach which he re- 
quires, they the said Peyre and his associates may also take what they require. 

That the clearance which they allege they have taken at the admiralty office, for six 
boats, is contrary to the regulations, such clearance being only deliverable to vessels 
actually in the stream and ready to sail with the first fair wind. 

That by the 10th article of the 4th title of the regulation of the 12th January 1714, 
concerning the establishment of admiralty jurisdictions, in all the ports in the colonies, 
it is expressly enacted that the permits for fishing shall only be delivered with the con- 
sent of the governors, and that it is certain that the sieurs Peyre and Becquet have not 
obtained the consent of Mr. le Marquis de Vaudreuil to the said permit, which they 
allege that they have obtained from the admiralty office, which invalidates the said 
permit. 
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That the naval ordinamce, book 5th, title 6th, grants the privilege of cod fishing in 
the Baye du Canada, only to him who arrives first with his vessels; that consequently 
he who only sends a canoe, as the said sieur Peyre and his associate have done, or even 
a boat, cannot enjoy that privilege even if he is the first comer, to the prejudice of one 
who would reach the ground with his vessel. 

Secondly, that the permission to fish, as to Canada, is, by the 5th article of the 6th 
title of the said book 5, limited fi-om Cap d'Espoir to the Cap des Hosiers, which is 
the nearest to the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, in the Bay of Canada, so that the 
said seigniories leased by the said sieur Grastin, being in the river St. Lawrence, and at 
a distance of twelve leagues from the Cap des Hosiers, and beyond the limits of cod 
fishing in the Bay of Canada, it is through kindness only that the said sieur Grastin is 
wining to allow the said Peyre and his associate to use the beach of the said seignio- 
rieBy after he shall have selected the extent which he shall require and the most com- 
modioQS spot to erect a house and stotes for his permanent fisheries ; wherefore he per- 
sists in the conclusions of his petition. 

And the answers of the said Peyre and Becquet, served upon the said Gastin, by 
the said de Salline, bailiff, on the eighth instant, by which they persist in main- 
taining the validity of their said permit, and their right to fish and to use the beach 
which they shaQ select, in front of their grants, the banks of the St. Lawrence being 
free to an fishermen ; seeing also, the lease granted to the sieur Grastin, and dated as 
aforesaid, together with an ordinance of the 14th April aforesaid ; and having heard the 
8idd parties, we, with the consent of the said parties, order that the sieur Grastin shall 
alone enjoy the right of fishing at the Grrand-Etang and at the river de la Madelaine ; and 
as to the Grande VaU^e-des-Monts Notre-Dame, the sieur Gastin shall take beach 
enough, the flfaanties, stages and sheds for seven boats, and shall give up the remainder 
to the said Peyre for his fishery ; and in case the crew, sent by the said Peyre to the 
said Gh:Bnd-Etang, shaU have commenced the erection of huts and stages, the like work 
win be performed for him by the crew of the said Gastin, at the Grande- VaU^e afi:>re- 
said ; and we do forbid all other persons, besides the said Grastin and Peyre, from 
going to fish in the said localities, during the present year, or to molest or trouble them 
on pain of a fine of four hundred livres, applicable aa follows : one half to the general- 
hospital, and the other moiety to the Hotel-Die u of this city, without prejudice to the 
costs, damages and interests suffered by the said Gastin and Peyre. 

And weftnther order provisionally, and until His Majesty shall have made known 
his win, that the said sieur Gastin may, during the ensuing year and the three follow- 
ing years of his lease, send, in the extent of the said three fiefe of the river de la Ma- 
delaine, de la Vall^e-des-Monts and de TEtang, such number of boats aa he may see fit, 
to carry on cod fishing, and shall enjoy the preference as to the beach, huts and stages 
necessary, without trouble or hinderance from any one whomsoever, upon the same 
penalty above mentioned, and ftirther order that our present ordinance be posted up, 
read and published wherever need be, so that no one may plead ignorance in relation 
thereto. Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th May 1725. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. from 1725 to 1726, No. 11, Folio 29.] 

Ordinance maintaining the Sieur Gosselin in the possession of the domain of Mmt- 
Louis, in preference to cdl others; and p3ohibiti?ig the Sieur de la Coudrayeto 
disturb him therein, o?i pain of a fine of one hundred llvrcs applicahle to ike 
Hotel'Dieu. 

Michel Begon, &c. 

Upon the petition to us presented by Louis Gosselin, merchant of thi.' city, as weU 
in his own name, in his quality of donee {donataire entre vifs) of the late Mr. Pierre 
Haymard, judge of Notre-Dame des Anges, and as such, he, the said Qosselin, pro- 
prietor for one half of the fiefs of Mont-Louis and Paspebiac, as in his quality of agent 
of Louise Guillot, his mother, widow, by her third marriage, of the said late Sieur 
Pierre Haymard, alleging that the said fiefs have been granted to them for the purpose 1 
of establishing permanent fisheries, and namely Mont-Louis, with the right of fishing, 
himting and trading, upon which said fief settlements have existed for the last thirty 
years, and upon which there are two domains, one, on a point at the mouth of the 
river Mont-Louis, on the eastern side thereof, containing about fifteen arpents in firont 
by about one arpent in depth, with a house and another building tvventy feet square, 
used as a store for salt, thereon erected, which domain has been cleared at the expenoe 
of the petitioner, acting as aforesaid, to serve as a place to dry fish ; that, within a few 
years, individuals of this country who go to fish at Mont-Louis aforesaid, have, of their 
own authority, constructed huts for their crews, and other buildings to store their pro- 
visions and fishing utensils, which takes up the best spot on the said domain, which is 
required to pile the fish in the open air ; that the said individuals go at night to fish for 
trout, by torch-light, in the said river, by which great damage'is occasioned to his 
men, who are often left without bait, owing to the large number of persons who fish 
the said trout ; 

And praying, the said petitioner, that taking into consideration his right of fishing 
in the said fief, it may please us to pennit him to demolish the huts and other buildings 
erected on the said domain, and to forbid any person to make any settlement on the 
said domain in future, but on any other part of Mont-Louis which they may select, and 
to go and fish for trout in the said river, on such penalty as it may please us to order. 

At the bottom of the said petition is found our ordinance of the 7th instant, to the 
effect that the parties be called to be heard on the said petition ; and the summoDS 
in consequence given on the same day, by Dubreuil, bailiff) to the Sieur Jean Bapdste 
La Coudraye to appear before us this day, who having appeared, stated to us that it \b 
true that he has caused huts and other buildings to be erected on the said domain of Mon^ 
Louis, for the purpose of fishing, as he has done for several years ; that nevertheless, 
as he does not intend to deny or contest the right and preference which the said Sieur 
Gosselin oijght to have upon his said domain, for the fishery which he intends to esta- 
blish there, he consents to remove his huts, etc. to the spot which shall be left vacant, 
after the said Sieur Gosselin shall have selected a place as being commodious for his 
fishing-boatf. 
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Which oflfer having been accepted by the said Sieur Gosselin, we grant act to the 
parties of their said consent and acceptance, and do, in consequence, order that the said 
Sieur Grosselin shall enjoy, by preference to all others, such portions of the said domain 
of Mont-Louis as he shall have selected for his fisheiy, and that,according to his consent, 
the said Sieur de la Coudraye shall afterwards take the unoccupied ground, provided 
that he reach the spot in time and before any other shall have taken possession of it; 
prohibiting the said Sieur de la Coudraye and all others to disturb the said Sieur Gos- 
selin in the occupation and enjoj-ment of the extent of gi'ound by him occupied for his 
boats, on pain of a fine of one hundied livres, applicable to the Hotel-Dieu of this city 
and without prejudice to the damages by him incuiTed. 

Thaa ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the eighth day of June one thousand seven hundred and 
twenly-Bve. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



[Ord. from 1725 to 1726, No. 11, Folio 45. J 

Ordinance reuniting to the domain of ilie Sieur de Varennes Hie land of one Lapcdme^ 
and condemning the said seignior to indemnify tlie said Lapalme for the work by 
him done on tJie said land, to be estimated by experts, and prohibiting the said 
Ijo^palme to disturb the said Sieur de Varejines in the enjoyment of the said land. 

Michel Begon, &;c. 

Seeii^ the ordinance made by the Sieur Raimbault, Ring's attorney of the jurisdic- 
tion of Montreal and our deputy in that part of the country, bearing date the 20th 
September 1724, between the Sieur de Varenne, lieutenant in the navy, seignior of 
the fief de Varenne situated on the south bank of the river St. Lawrence, of the ono 
part; and Christophe Lapalme, farmer of L 'Isle- Jesus, of the other part; granting 
act to the parties of their appearances, statements, demands, tenders and pleas enun- 
ciated in the said ordinance, to avail the parties before us in so far as may be right ; 
nevertheless prohibiting the said Lapalme from working on the land in question imtil 
it shall be otherwise ordered ; the said statements, demands, tenders and pleas of the 
parties being as follows, that is to say : 

On the part of the said Sieur de Varenne, that, notwithstanding the verbal and 
written prohibitions by him made to the said Lapalme to work or cause work to be 
done upon the said land, situated in the domain of the said fief de Varenne, at the dis- 
tance of forty arpents in depth from the river St. Lawrence, the said Lapalme virishes 
to take possession of the said land against the wdll of the said Sieur de Varenne, under 
the pretence of a certain survey and measurement Xhejoeoi {procis-verbal d^arpentage)^ 
which he has caused to be made by a land-surveyor in his absence and which he, the 
said Sieur de Varenne, has refiised to sign; wherefore he prays that it may please us to 
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prohibit the said Lapalme from working upon the land which the said Sieur de Va- 
renno requires to draw his fiiel therefrom, and therefore can not grant to the said La- 
palme, because the line which has been drawn to divide the said fief de Varenne from 
the fiefde Martigny, takes away the greater portion of his said domain and all which 
he had reserved for a wood land, insomuch that he has been compelled to buy laods 
from an inhabitant of that fief for the purpose of procuring fire- wood ; 

That, moreover, the said Lapalme is liable to the effect of the ordinances, even if 
he had a deed of the said land, inasmuch as he has not actually resided or settled upon 
the said land, he having resided at L*Ile-Jesus for several years ; that he oilers to pay 
to the said Lapalme the value of the work which he had performed on the said land, if 
any he had done, previous to the defense to him signified by Thibaut, bailiff, on the 9th 
September 1723, and which he has exhibited unto us; although, strictly speaking, he 
ought to loose his said work, because he was notified about six months after the survey 
above mentioned, when the Sieur de Varenne perceived that his domain was cut cS, » 
aforesaid, by the line since drawn, as above stated, and that, at that time, the said 
Lapalme had incurred no expense on the said farm. 

And on the part of the said Lapalme it was stated that, although the said Sieur do 
Varenne has always refused to sign the said certificate of survey of the land in quesdoi, 
and to grant him a deed of the same and to receive rents therefore, he is, neverthelea, 
proprietor of the said land, having been in possession thereof for a year previous to tk 
said survey which he exhibited, bearing date on the 14th September 1720 ; 

That it is true that the said Sieur de Varenne has, verbally and in writing, prohibited 
him from working on the said land ; but that did not hinder him nor will it stop him finom 
working thereupon, and that he is acquainted vdth the King's ordinance. 

We, considering that the said Lapalme has not obtained a deed for the said land, and 
that, even if he had, he would be deprived of the benefits resulting from it, inasmoch 
as he has not actually settled and resided upon the said land, and that the said Sieur de 
Varenne has not received any rents in consideration of the said grant, that on the 
contrary the said Sieur de Varenne has, verbally and in writing, prohibited him fitan 
working on the same, order that the said land shall be and remain re-united to the 
domain of the said fiefde Varenne, so that the said Sieur de Varenne may enjoy the 
same, upon his reimbursing to the said Lapalme the costs and value of the work by him 
done upon the land in question, if any he had done, the said work to be valued by 
experts named by the parties before the Sieur de Raimbault, our deputy in that part 
of the country, and in default of the parties to name such experts, our said deputy shaO 
name them ez officio^ and we forbid the said Lapalme to disturb the said Sieur de 
Varenne in the possession and enjoyment of the said land, on pain of all costs and da- 
mages, and of a heavier penalty if the case required it. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-fiflh day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-five. 

(Signed) BEGON. 
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[Ord. ofl726, No. 12, A, Folio 51.] 

Ordinance prohibiting all seigyiim's and all i/iIiabitantSy carters, carjKntcrs, icheel' 

wrightSy coopers, joiners, gunsriiitlts ami oilier tradesmen, to cut, fell and carry 

away any wood %ipon and from tJie lands a7id seigniories of otJters, o?i pain of a 

fine of 100 livres against the contravening party, a7id of corporal jrunislbment 

against those who sluill not Imve it in their 2)oiccr to rejmir the damages Inj them 
occasioned, 

Claude Thomas Duput, &c. 

Upon the petition to us presented as well by the Gentlemen of the Seminary of this 
towi& of Quebec, the Reverend Fathers of the Order of Jesus, the Sieur Sarrazin, 
member of the Superior Council of New France, the Sieur Lanouiller, also a member 
cf the said Superior Council, as by Dame Marie- Anne Beccart de Granville, widow of 
the late Pierre Jacques Joibert, Esquire, seignior of Soulange, Marson and other 
places^ in his Hfetime captain of a company in the naval service in this country, in her 
own name as Dame of the fief and seigniory of L'lslet-du-Portage contiguous to the 
fief of Kamouraska, alleging that the neighboming seigniors and their tenants, and 
chose to wkoca she has granted lands in her own seigniory, are in the daily habit, and 
paiticiilaily at this season of the year, without any permission and notwitlistanding the 
proihibitioB which she has made and caused to be made to them on the spot, of cutting 
and destroyiBg the timber, as well upon her reserved domain as upon lands yet uncon- 
ceded, which is very prejudicial to her, inasmuch as the said unconceded lands being 
bared and deprived of timber fit for building and other purposes, such as maple-trees, 
the individoab who might be inclined to settle upon the said unconceded lands will 
abstain &om so doing if such an abuse is permitted to continue, and if we do not adopt 
the means of putting an end to it ; 

AQegtng further, the said petitioner, that she can no longer find people who will 
lease and preserve the maple-trees which are found upon the said unconceded lands and 
" i^K>n her own domain in the said seigniory, and that inasmuch as it is necessary to pre- 
serve the timber, fit for building, still to be foimd out he said lands, she prays that it may 
please us to prohibit the seigniors, her neighbours, their tenants and all other persons 
whomsoever, to cut or cause' to be cut or take away any timber, make notches or holes 
^ cause the sap of trees and the juice of maples to run, on any of the said unconceded 
and resei ved lands where the timber is still to be found, in the said seigniory of L'Islet 
du-Portage, without having previously obtained permission in ^vriting to that efTect from 
her or from her representative. 

Considering the said petition, and inasmuch as it is indispensably necessary to pre- 
serve the timber of all kinds in the extent of each seigniory, as well for the use of the 
seigniors upon the lands of whom there is such timber and wood, as for the presei-vation 
of that part of it which is to be presei-ved for the King, by virtue of each deed of con- 
cession; and considering also the complaints made to us by several other individuals, 

p 
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that their wood and timber are stolen, and that other misdeeds are daOy committed in 
their forests by carpenters and other tradesmen who go and cut the timber necessary 
for the carrying on of their trade, and by sleigh-drivers who carry it away wben ready 
cut and piled, or who go on the said lands to cut fire-wood to sell in the towns ; and in 
order to prevent all trespasses, discussions and contestations which might arise out of 
such abuses and misdeeds in the woods, and also to the end that the inhabitants of the 
seigniories may no longer take the liberty of cutting timber indiscriminately and beyond 
the limits of their g^rants, or cause any damage to the trees of their seigniors or of 
their neighbours. 

We do expressly prohibit all seigniors to go or send people to cut airy ^vrood beyond 
the extent of their seigniories, and also all inhabitants to cut or cause to be cut any 
wood, nor make any notches or holes in the trees, without a written penmsBion from 
the seigniors or other individuals to whom such timber belongs; as also all caitersor 
persons driving sleighs, all carpenters, wheel-wrights, coopers, joiners, airnoreis and 
other tradesmen, and all other persons of what rank or condition soever, to fell or cot 
and carry away any timber which has been blown down, on pain by the contraveoiiig 
party of a fine of one hundred livres, one half of which to be applicable to the fabziqae 
of the parish in which such trespass shall have been committed, and the other half to 
the informer, and moreover upon pain of confiscation, to the profit of the injured party, 
whom we authorize to seize and stop all cattle, carriages, sleighs, axes and other ufcefr 
sils or things used or fit to cut down timber or draw wood, which seizure shall how* 
ever be reported together with a complaint, within twenty-four hours, to the judges or 
militia officers, and we also condemn to corporal punishment the trespassers unable to 
repair the damages they shall have done. 

And we order that the crown judges as well as those of the seigniors, and the captains 
and other militia officers shall assist in the execution of our present ordinance ; as also 
to reduce to writing their report against those who shall have been by them found tres- 
passing in the woods, without having a right to cut timber therein, that, upon sack 
their reports, we may order what may be right; we fiuther order that, at the <fi]igeiioe 
of the judges of the seigniors and of the captains and other officers of militia, this cor 
ordinance shall be read, published and posted up wherever need be, that no perBoa 
may plead ignorance in respect thereof, and further that our said ordinance ^all be 
deposited in the offices of the clerks of the different royal and seigniorial jurisdBctioiiii 
where commimication thereof may be had whenever necessary. 

Done and rendered in our residence at Quebec, on the fifth day of April one thou- 
sand seven himdred and twenty-seven. 

(Signed) DUPUY. 
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[Ordinutces of 1726, No. 12, folio 70.] 

OrdinaTice whidt reunites to the domain of tJve Sieur Lcvrcvrd, the lands of several we- 
habitants therein named, in consequetwe of their not Imving actually settled and 
resided thereon ; and which permits him to grant the said lands to otiiers ; and 
moreover J condemning the said vihahitants to pay to the said Sicur Levrard, the 
costs and eapefuxs, by him incurred in the pretnises, ^., 3fC. 

Claude Thomas Dupuy. 

Upon the petition presented to us, by the Sieur Levrard, master gunner in thii 
country, as well in his own name, as in his capacity of father and natural guardian to 
the minor children, issue of his marriage with the late Catherine Becquet, his wiiSi 
deceased ; the said Catherine Becquet being the heiress and representative of the late 
Marie Becquet, her rister, deceased without issue. The said Sieur Levrard, in his 
qualities aforesaid, being proprietor of the seigniory of St. Pierre, alleging that lands 
have been granted, in the said seigniory, to several inhabitants of this coimtry, namely, 
to Jean-Baptiste Adam, a land of eight arpents in front, by forty arpents in depth, in 
the year 1705 ; to Joseph Moreau, a land of six arpents ; to Jean Frangois Fiigon, one 
of five arpents ; to the Widow Moreau, one of four arpents, in tlie year 1706 ; to 
Joseph Guillet or Masson, one of ten arpents ; to Luc Protean, one of six arpents, in 
1708, the said Luc Protean being now represented by Mathieu Lemay, since 1723 ; 
to Madame Lorange, one of four ai^ents, in 1715 ; to Pierre PeiTot, one of four 
arpents, in 1721 ; to Jacques Courteaux, one of four arpents ; to Antoine Trottio, 
one of ^ght arpents, in 1722 ; to Augustin Moreau, one of four arpents \ to Paul 
L'Ecuier, one of four arpents, in 1723 ; to one Touville, one of four arpents; to Joseph 
Rouillardf one of four arpents ; to Frangois Rouillard, one of four arpents in 1724, all 
the said grants being of forty arpents in depth. 

That the said grantees do not actually reside on their said respective grants, although 
bound 80 to do by their deeds ; and they enjoy the said lands, without having settled 
upon the same, and without having made any cleaiing, or at least very little work there- 
upan» their intention being merely to deteriorate the wood of the said lands ; that, by 
reaBon of their neglect to settle upon them, he is unable to maintain the mill which 
he erected, in the year 1717, and which cost him more than fifteen thousand livres ; 
and he is exposed to complete ruin, inasmuch as he deiives no profit at all from the 
works which he has made on his said seigniory, the said grantees refusing to settle 
therein, as aforesaid, which is contrary to the Ring's intention and to the decree of the 
State Council, of the 11th July 1711 which orders that the inhabitants who possess 
lands in the seigniories, shall actually settle and reside thereupon, within a year and a 
day ; and that, in default thereof, their lands shall be reunited to the domains of the 
seigniories, upon the certificate of the Cui'ates of the localities and of the Captains 
of Militia. 

That he has applied to Messieurs Raudot & Begon, Intendants in this country, to 
the effect that they would order the reunion to his domain^^, of the lands upon which 
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no actual settlement had taken place ; that he has, to that end, obtained several ordi- 
nances, from those gentlemen, and namely one fiom M. Begon bearing date on th« 
lltli of March 1723, by which it has been ordered that the grantees then present 
Bhould actually settle and ros-ide on their said grants, within a year and a day ; and 
that in default of so doing, and the said delay being expired he would be permitted 
to summon them, before th(5 said Sieur Begon to have it ordered, as to right might 
appertain. And the said Sieur Begon has further granted a default against several 
other grantees who had not appeared, and in what might be advantageous, the said 
ordinance was declared to be executory against them, the said Sieur Levrard pta^^ng 
that inasmuch as the said grantees have nf)t complied with the said decree of the Ring'fl 
Coimcil of State, nor with the ordinances of the Sieurs Raudot and Begon, it may 
please us to permit him to cite, before us, on such day as it may to us seem fit to indi- 
cate, all the said grantees, to the end that it may be ordered that the lands which 
they possess in the said seignioiy shall be reiuiited to his domain, that he may dispose 
of the same, in favor of others now eanici:tly applying for them. 

Seeing the said petition, at the bottom of which is an ordinance of the foui-th of April 
last, by which we have permitted the said Sieur Levrard to summon the grantees named 
in the said petition, to appear in our residence, on the first day of this month, witkot 
any other delay. 

Also the sei^ices of the said petition and ordinance, made by Rouillard St. Siift 
bailliff, in the jurisdiction of Three-RivcTs, on the twelfth and sixteenth of the saU 
month of Apiil, upon each of the said grantees, with a summons to appear before oSi 
on the said first day of the present month, to answer the demand contained in the said 
petition and to receive our judgment thereon. 

Seeing also the deed of concession, bearing date on the 27th of April 1683, by which 
Messieurs de la Barre & DemeuUes, goveraor-general and intendant in this country, 
have given and granted to the said Misses Marie and Catherine Becquet a tract of 
land of about two leagues on the River St. Lawrence, on the southern side thereof, 
and all the land which is found between the seigniories of G^entilly and De«- 
chaillons, with the islands and banks in front of the said gi*ant, as a fief and seigidoiy, 
vsdth ( hnute, inoyenne et hasse-justice) ci-iminal and civil jurisdiction, with the right 
of fishing and himting through the whole extent of the said tract of land, to be enjoyed 
by them, their heirs, executors and assigns ; subject however to the charges menticHied 
in the said deed, and namely, subject to actual residence and to cause their grantees 
actually to reside and settle upon their respective grants, within a year and a day ; and 
in default of so doing, that they the said seigniors should, as of right, re-enter into pos- 
session of the grants by them so made. 

Seeing also the ordinance of M. Raudot, intendant of this coimtry, and bearing date 
on the 9th of March 1708, by which upon the demande en degicerpissement, action of 
ejectment of this said Sieur Levrard, by which the said Sieur Raudot condemned Gilles 
Masson and Jeanne Gautier, his wife to quit and abandon the said land, fief and 
seigniory of St. Pierre and dependencies, ^Iso all the land to be found between the 
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seigniorios of GrentUly and Deschaillons, belonging to the said late Catliciine Becquct, 
wife of the said Sieur Levrard, and the late Marie Becquet, her sister, both deceased, 
according to the deed of concession to them granted by the Sicurs de la Barre and De- 
meulles, above mentioned, of which he has declared the Sieur Levrard to be owner 
and proprietor, subject however to the right of usufruct thereof in favor of the said 
Masson and his wife, and subject also to the condition that the farm often arpents iu 
fronty by them given to Pierre Masson, their son, would continue to be his property, 
upon the conditions stated in his deed of concession. To which the said Sieur Le\'rard 
consented, prohibiting the said Masson from granting any more concessions in the said 
seigniory for the future, without the consent of the said Sieur Levrard to whom leave 
was granted to concede lands to whomsoever he pleased. 

Also another ordinance, made by the said Sieur Raudot, on the Slth June 1711 by 
which, upon the representations of the said Sieur Levrard, that the said Gilles Masson 
fencying himself proprietur of the said seigniory, had granted to his said son, Pierre Mais- 
Bcaif two farms, one of twenty-one arpents in front and the other of ten arpents, upon 
the depth of the said seigniory, of which grants the said Sieur Levrard was igno- 
irant at the time of his deTJU^nde en deguerpissement, before the said Sieur Raudot, as 
above stated, the wife of the said Pierre Masson having then stated that they had only 
^ven to their son, Pierre Masson, a concession of ten arpents, upon which false state- 
ment, it has been ordered, by and with the consent of the said Sieur Levrard, that the 
sidd grant of ten arpents should remain the property of him, the said Pierre Masson, 
Upon the conditions eniimerated in his deed of concession ; that the said Sieur Raudot, 
in explaining his said ordinance of the 9th Maich 1708, aforesaid, and in addition 
thereto, has orderd that the said concession of ten arpents, granted to the said Pierre 
Masson, and the grant of twenty-one arpents, (which he has, with the consent of the 
parties reduced to six arpents) now belonging to Luc protean, as representing the said 
Pierre Masson, should continue to be their property, (after however having r(^duced 
the depth of each said farm to forty aipents) on condition that they shall remain 
charged, according to their extent, with the same cots et rentes as are paid by the 
tenants of the seigniory of Batiscan. 

Seeing ajso the decree of the King's State Council of the 6th of July 1711, regis- 
tered in the Superior Council in this country, on the 5th of December 1712, by which 
it has pleased the King to order that, within one year from the publication of the said 
decree, and no longer, the inhabitants of New France who do not reside upon the 
lands granted to them, should be held actually to reside and live upon their said 
grants, and to make clearings upon the same ; and that in default of so doing, within 
the said delay. His Majesty ordered that, upon the certifiates of the curates and cap- 
tains of militia, of the respective localities, to the effect that the inhabitants who have 
not, within a year, actually settled and resided, and improved their said grants, should 
be deprived of the right of property in the same ; and that they should be reunited 
to the domains of the seigniories, upon the ordinances to be made by the Sieur Begon 
intendant ; a copy of which decree has been read, published and posted up, at the 
request r»f the said Sieur Levrard wherever it was necessary, after morning senncc 
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at Batiscan, on the 30th of January 1718, by Trottain, royal notary, at the said place, 
there being no bailiff, in the said locality. 

Also an ordinance of M. Begon bearing date on tha 25th of February 1714, upon the 
petition presented to him, on the same day, by the said Sieur Le^Tard, by Mrhich ordi- 
nance, upon the statement therein contained, the said Sieur Begon ordered that all the 
lands conceded by the said Gilles Masson in contravention and desobedience to the said 
ordinance, made by the said Sieiu* Raudot, bearing date on the 9th of March 1708, 
should be reunited to the domain of the said seigniory, and condemned the inhabitants, 
(gi-antees, to take new deeds of concessions, from the said Sieur Levrard, upon the 
only charge of twenty sols and one live capon, for each arpent in front by forty 
arpents in depth, and six denicrs of cens for all the said grant, and upon condition of 
actual settlement and residence upon the grants to them made, according to His Ma- 
jesty's intentions, and that, in default thereof it would be permitted to the said Sieur 
Levrard to reunite them to his domain. 

A petition presented to the said Sieur Begon, on the 10th of March 1719, by which 
the said Sieur Levi*ard prays that in as much as a long period of time has elapsed, since 
the inhabitants therein named, have been in possession of lands without having reauled 
or caused clearings to be made thereupon, it might please the said Sieur Begmif to 
prevent the petitioners complete ruin, to order that, in conformity with the Rin^fl 
intentions the said inhabitants should within such delay as he should see fit to assign 
actually settle and reside upon their said grants, in default of which and the said delij 
expired, the said lands should of right be reunited to his domain, that he might grant 
them to others who are desirous of taking them, upon the conditions mentioned in tfae 
said State Council. At the bottom of which said petition is found the ordinance of the 
said Sieur Begon, of the 10th of March 1719, ordering the parties to be summoned to 
appear before him on the twentieth of Jime then next to answer the demand of the said 
Sieur Levrard. 

Another petition presented to the said Sieur Begon, on the 14th of May 1721, for the 
same object, at the bottom of which is the ordinance of the said Sieur Begon, dated on 
the same day, that the parties be also summoned to appear on the 20th of June, ac- 
cording to the ordinance made by the said Sieiu* Begon, on the 20th of June 1721, by 
which the said Sieur Begon ordered that, wdthin a year, from the said day twentieth of 
June, the grantees of lands of the said seigniory of St. Pierre should settle and actuaHj 
reside on their said grants ; and in default of so doing, and the said delay having ex- 
pired, the said Sieur Levrard would be authorized to summon them before the said 
Sieur Levrard to see it ordered that the reunion thereof to the domain of the said b«- 
gniory shall take place ; and that the said Sieur Levrard should be permitted to grant 
them to others, at the same rate of rents and dues; which said ordinance was read and 
published at the church door of the parish of Batiscan, after high mass, on the 2l8t of 
September of the same year 1721, by Normandin, notary of the locality, in default of a 
bailiff. 

Also the summons given to divers inhabitants, by the said Normandin, on the swd day, 
20th of June 1721. 

Another ordinance made by the said Sieur Begon, on the 11th of March 1723» by 
which, upon the statement of the said Sieur Levrard and the answers of Jean-Bsptiete 
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Adam and Pierre Rivard who alone then appeared ; the said Sieur Bcgon ordered 
that the said Adam and Rivard should continue to work at the clearing of their lands, 
and that they should immediately settle and reside thereon ; and in default of their so 
doing, within one year, from the date of the service upon them, of the said ordinance, 
the said Sieur Levrard should be permitted to summon them before the said Sieur 
Begon, that he might order as to right and justice might appertain ; by which ordi- 
nance a de&ult has been recorded against the other inhabitants therein named, in favor 
of the said Sieur Levrard ; and the said ordinance has been declared, inasmuch as it is 
beneficial to the said Sieur Levrard, common to the other persons summoned ; the said 
ordinance served upon the parties, at the request of the said Sieur Levrard, on the 20th 
rf April 1723, by the said Normandin, with an injunction to comply with the contents 
tliereo£ 

The returns of the summons served, by the said Normandin, at the request of the 
said Sieur Levrard, on the first day of July 1726, upon Jean Adam and Joseph Guillet 
St. Marc, to appear before the said Sieur Begon, within fifteen days, from the ensueing 
tuesday, for the purposes of the said petition ; and a list of the names of the inhabitants 
who possess lands in the said seigniory, and who neither reside or settle thereon ; fol- 
lowing which list are the certificates of Messire Lefebvre, Curate of Batiscan, and mis- 
monaxy of the said seigniory of St. Pierre and of the Sieur Marchand, captain of militia 
of Batiscan aforesaid, bearing date on the 30th and 31st of August 1726, stating that 
the persons named in the said list, and who possess lands, in the said seigniory of St. 
Pierre, dnce fifteen to twenty years, have neither settled nor actually resided upon 
thexKL 

Having seen and considered all the above mentioned documents ; and inasmuch as 
the persoDS named in the said Sieur Levrard's petition, (and cited to appear before us 
to answer the contents of the said petition, on the first of the present month of May, 
in virtae of our ordinance, of the 4th of April preceding, by the above mentioned 
summons of the 12th and 16th of the said month of April, at the bottom of the 
said petition and ordinance) ; have not appeared either in person or attorney ; and that 
notwithstanding all the extraordinary delays to them granted to come and settle on their 
said lands, they have not deigned to do so, or even, to answer the summons served 
upon them, we have granted to the said Sieur Levrard, the benefit of a default against 
them, and in consequence, order that, in conformity with the said decree of the State 
Coimdl of the 11th of July 1711, registered in the Superior Council of New France, 
on the 5th of December 1712, the lands granted, as well by the said Sieur Levrard, 
acting as aforesaid, as by his predecessors, to the said Jean-Baptiste Adam, Joseph 
Moreau, Jean Francois Frigon, to the Widow Moreau, Joseph Guillet or Masson, Luc 
Proteau, now represented by Mathurin Lemay and to Mrs. Lorang^, Piere Perrot, 
Jacques Courteaux, Antoine Trotier, Augustin Moran, Paul Lescuyer, to one Fonville, 
Joseph Rouillard and Fran9ois RouTllard, be, from this day, reunited to the domain 
of the said seigniory of St. Pierre, by reason of their neglect and refusal to settle and 
actually reside on their said grants, in conformity with the decree of the State Council 



And we declare the deeds and all other writings, which they may obtained from the 
said Sieur Levrard, in relation to sucli grants, to be null and void. 



120 

And we further order that, in consequence of the present reunion, the said Sieur 
Levrard, or his representatives, may again concede the said lands, in conformity with 
the said decree of the State Council of the 11th of July 1711, and upon the conditions 
therein contained ; and also that, in conformity with the the said decree the new 
grantees shall be held to settle and actually reside on their said lands, within one year 
and shall also conmience to clear and cultivate them, during the first year ; in de&olt 
of which we, by these presents, declare the deeds that may be granted of the said lands 
to be null and void ; and that, according to the King's intentions and as explained in 
the said decree of the State Council, we do, most expressly, prohibit the persons 
in default-as aforesaid, to oppose, in any manner whatsoever, the said Sieur Levraid 
whilst placing the new grantees of the said lands, in possession of the same, on pain of 
being responsible for the damages and interests incurred, as well by the said Sieor 
Levrard, as by the said new grantees ; and we condemn the persons so in default, as 
aforesaid to pay the expenses legally incurred by the said Sieur Le\Tard, acting as 
aforesaid, to compel them to settle on the said lands, and also to pay the expenses by 
him incurred to obtain the present reunion. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done in our residence, at Quebec, the 8th May 1727. 

Signed, DUPUY. 



[Ord. of 1727, No. 13, Folio 33.] 

Ordinance made between the sieur de Rigauville seignior of Bellechasse and his temmts 
who are condemned to pay their cens et rentes conformably to their deeds , instead f§ 
paying them with a deduction of one quarter as they j^retend, vn consequence cf the 
reduction of the monnaie de cartes, 

Claude Thomas Dupuy, &c. 

The sieur Nicolas Blaise des Bergeres de Rigauville, Esquire seignior of Belle- 
chasse, lieutenant in a company of the troops stationed in this country for the service 
of His Majesty, in this colony, having prayed us to grant him our order to summon be- 
fore us, Antoine Blay, Jean Nadeau, the widow of Augustin Guignard, Pierre G«nr 
gnier, Pierre Blay, the father, and Frangois Butteaux, all inhabitants of Bellechassei 
which order we granted him on the sixth of the present month, to the effect that 
the above named should come to this to^vn and should appear in our residence before 
us, this day, to answer the demands of the said sieur de Rigauville, which said order 
has been served upon them by Michon, a bailiff, in the jurisdiction of Quebec, on the 
tenth of this month. 

In consequence of which said order, two of the said inhabitants only appeared, 
namely, the said Pierre Blay, the elder and the said Antoine Blay, by his son, befae 
us, in presence of the said sieur de Rigauville, who upon therefiisal, by all the above 
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umned to pay him the arrears of the seigniorial rents due him, by virtue nf tlieir deeds 
of concession of the lands which he has granted to them, or which have been to them 
conceded by his predecessors, prayed that we might condemn them to the payment of 
the said arrears, to this day, according to their said deeds, as well in money as in ca- 
pons. 

To which said demand, the said Pierre Blay, the elder, and the said Antoine Blay, 
l>y his son, answered that up to the pre.-^ent time, they have not refu-sed to comply with 
all that is stipulated in their said defds of concession to them granted of the lands 
they possess, and to pay yearly to their seignior what is stated in th(^ir said contracts. 

That they have paid the arrears thereof in full, up to tlietime (»f tlie discontinuance 
of xhemonnaie de cartas, which ceased to be current in this country in ccnisequence of 
the king's declaration of the 5th July 1717, made for the extinction ol' tlie sai<l mon- 
naief and registered in the Conseil Suj^erieur of New-France aiuresaiil, on tlu^ eleventh 
of October of the same year; but, as they have been informed tliat His Majesty orders, 
among other things, by his said declaration, that the airears of the said rents, payable 
in future, in French money, as the only one to be now current in this colony, may be 
paid and acquitted with the deduction of one fourth ; they pray that it may please as 
to order that they shall pay the said arrears due and to become due, with a deduction 
of one fourth, that is from the year 1717, and as part of their answer to the said peti- 
tion, they produce an extract of the king's declaration : 

Louis, BY THE GRACE OF GoD, KING OP FrANCE AND N AVAR RE, 



To. all to whom these presents shall come, gi'eeting. 



The incofnveniences caused in our colony of Canada, by the 7no?inaie de caries have 
induced us to have it withdra\vn, at the rate of one half of its value, as it has already 
been done since they year 1714. We have also determined to order, for the last time, 
in our said colony of Canada, the making of a certain quantity of inonnaic de cartes, to 
meet the expenses payable by the treasurer-general of the navy, during the last six 
months of the last year, and the first six months of the pi'esent year; as also to reduce 
the value of all the monnaie de cartes, to the rate at wliich it shall be received by the 
said treasurer : and to order further, that the specie of France shall, in future, have 
tlie same value in our said colony, as in our kingdom ; and to abolish in the said colo- 
ny the monnaie called la montiaie du pays, it being equally advantageous to the wel- 
fare of our kingdom as to our said colony and to commerce in general. 

Article 8. 

As the currency of the country, la mormaie du pays, which has been introduced in 
Canada, is of no utility to the said colony, and as the existence of two currencies in 
which stipulations can be made, tend to embarrass trade. We have abrogated, and Wo 
do hereby abrogate in Canada, the currency called monnaie du pays ; and in conse- 
quence it is our pleasure, and We order that all stipulations by contracts, for dues, 
rents and all other transactions whatever, be, fi'om the date of the registration of these 
presents, in the Cornell Superieur of Quebec, made in monnaie de France, which cur- 

Q 
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rency shall be mentioned in the deeds or notes, after the sum for which an obligatioo 
idiall be contracted, and that the specie of France have in our said colony, the same 
ralue as in our kingdom. 

Article 9. 

It is our pleasure, and We order that the ccns, rents, dues, and all other debts stipo- 
lated and contracted before the registering of these presents, and with regard to whidi 
the marmaie de France has not been stipulated, may be acquitted and paid with frendi 
specie, deducting one fourth, which is the reduction of the currency into the Gurreney 
of France. 

And the said sieur de Rigauville, said in reply that the king's declaration, by his te- 
nants alleged, and of which they have exhibited an extract, does not justify their pro- 
tensions to the reduction of one fourth from the cc7%s et rentes which they owe him. 

That His Majesty has by no means ordered it by Uiat declaration, or by any odMr 
to his knowledge. 

That it is true that, by the 9th article of the declaration of the 5th of July 1717, 
His Majesty, in enumerating the different liabilities which may be stipulated by deedii 
such as cens, seigniorial rents, rejUesfoncierest arrears of constituted rents, de rentes ok 
stituees d prix d' argent, house and farm rents, obligations, notes and all other xmdor 
takings of what nature soever, has ordered that all such debts and obligations, and nj 
other whatsoever, should in future, be paid in french currency, with the reduction of 
one fourth, that is to say, in that cuiTency brought back to its primitive and legal va 
lue, divested, diminished and deprived of one fourth beyond the said value, "which kad 
been added to it in Canada, which is perfectly explained in the said 9th article, by the 
following words, to wit: — " In which the reduction of the currency of the country into 
the currency of France consists'', which words indicate nothing but the reduction md 
diminution of the currency, and in no manner whatever the funds of the debts and 
obligations, it being obvious, as well by the title of the said declaration, as by its pe 
amble, and the disposition of its articles, and paiticularly by the 8th article of ^ 
said declaration, that it was promulgated for the purpose of suppressing the momak 
de cartes only, and to abolish the difference of one fourth which had been introdiioed 
between the value of the currency in France and its value in the colony, but not witb 
a view of making any reduction, or of discharging in any manner whaterer, in part or 
in full, the debts contracted in the colony, a matter vnxh which the king never inter- 
feres, His Majesty considering the respective debts of his subjects as their own pri- 
vate affairs between them, and as resulting from contracts or g^t^on-contractSy ^diidi 
are sacred among men, and which, none but the parties interested can, by mutual Con- 
sent, altfer or destroy ; the obligations which result from them being the more invio- 
lable and their fulfilment the more indispensable, as at the time of the undertaking Ae 
greatest freedom to contract or not to contract, such undertaking existe^d, and that d 
the laws enacted by men, and which are daily used in the administration of jnsd^ 
are only made to give to the obligations which men have imposed npon themsdfMk 
aD their effect, and to insure their full execution ; and thai is so true, that the kblgfli' 
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▼cr grants the benefit of kis inteiference, but for the purpose of delaying prosecutions, 
9iid not for the discharge or restitution of any debt, unless fraud, surprise or deceit have 
been practised. The sieur de Rignuville, who respects the king's authority, and knows 
the fill! extent of it, not meanino:, however, to say th:it he ha- any doubt that the sove- 
reign may, in certain cases, and for most weighty reasons, and under important cir- 
cumstances, such as the entire ruin of a country devastated and desolated by wars, 
after which none could pay their debts, make remission of such debts ; but that even 
in such a case, the nature of the debts would be considered, in order not to assimilate 
those respecting which the creditor might have taken advantage of tlic pressing wants 
of his debtor to those which arise from so legitimate, so simple and so favorable a 
BOttrce as the origin of the seigniorial dues ; which dues may be called respectable, 
and even more so than all others, since it is the stipulation and condition without 
which the seignior could not have parted with his lands, and in doing which he always 
benefits his tenants, since in transfering to them an object precious in itself and having 
a price certain and a sure value, the seignior never obtains from his tenants a propor- 
licmate acknowledgment for the objects of which he divests himself; hence it is Uiat 
the reductions, lometimes made in law, of excessive rents, have never taken place re^ 
ispecting the rents of immoveables or respecting seignioiial dues, it being an acknow* 
ledged principle that things immoveable are not subject to reduction. 

That, as to the Royal Letters Patent granted to those whom he employs, or whom 
he sends upon his special service, even on the most pressing and interesting occasions, 
"which letters are, however, merely letters o£ sursea^icc, it has been expressly ordered, 
by the declaration of the 23rd October 1702, that they should have no eifect as to the 
rents c^immoyeables called rentes fonci^reSy and to seigniorial rents which ought to be 
▼iewed more fiivorably in Canada than in any other part of the world, inasmuch as, 
^th a Tiew of obtaining a more prompt establishment of the country, the King obliged 
the seigniors to give their lands at low prices : hardly any land being Granted at a rate 
Off more llhan one sol per arpent in superficies, and one dtnier of cct»s ; tliat, on the 
contrary, a great munber of them are gianted at the rate of six deniers per ai-pent only, 
although they are covered with fine forests, the produce of which is the first fruit reaped 
by the tenants, in a country where fire-wood sells, even now, at a considerable price 
per eord, independently of the timber fit for building and other timber, which are 
the principal produce of the country and which they obtain for nothing ; so that it would 
not he just or natural to reduce by one fourth, as it is asked, so small a rent which is 
given rather in recognitionem Domini and as a sign of the dominium directum than to 
create a revenue of any importance in favor of the seignior, who is himself subject to 
much heavier charges than his tenants, iuasmuch as, on pain of seeing his land re- 
united to the King's domain, he is obliged to erect and keep in good repair a grist-mill 
for the convenience of his tenants, and moreover held to contribute to the erection and 
maintenance of a church, to the keeping of the roads in good repair ; to contribute 
towards the salaries of judges and other officers, and to other charges resulting from 
Ihe dominium directum ; so that considering all the charges and obligations imposed 
Upon the seignior, the propositions this day made to deduct one fourth from the seig- 
idorial rents, maybe considered as not being serious, the said rents consisting of one sol 
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pcrarpcnt, and even, in maiiy cases, ofaixdenic/'S only j the only thing to be done, should 
8uch an injustice take place, would be to ^ve the lands for nothing, which, certainly, 
never was the King's intention, who, on the contraiy, had in \'icw the distributing 
and granting of lands in ficf, in Canada, as it has been done in France; to establish in 
the said colony some fi<Js de dignitc^ inid to foi-m therein a faithful nobility devoted to 
His Majesty's service, ever ready to take up amis for the defense of the country, and 
capable of sustaining and of retaining the people in the persons of their vassals ; 

The second proposition of the Sieur de Rigauville is that, had it been the King's 
intention to reduce the rents in Canada, in consequence of the suppression of the 
monnaie de cartes, and of the reestablishment of uniformity between the currency of 
Canada and that of France, His Majesty would have done so, not by a simple decla- 
ration, as it is pretended, but by an edict, the only act emanating from the royal autho- 
rity, capable of producing such an effect, it being necessary to distinguish in what 
manner His Majesty exj^resses his will and his sovereign authority whenever he is 
desirous of introducing or suppressing anything in his realm, as he undoubtedly has 
the power of doing, which power is vested in His Majesty by God; but, inasmuch as 
this right of introducing or suppressing, resembles the supreme power, the King, in 
such cases, is obliged to exercise the most effectual means at his disposal . 

And, as it is well known that the most powerful act of the sovereign is an edict ; tht 
it is, of all his mandates, that which most eminently bears the character of his fiill 
power and royal usefulness ; that it is always by an edict that he creates or destroys; 
that he authorizes or revokes, so also is it well knovni that he never does either for 
any cause whatever without first making known his intention in the preamble of his 
edicts, which contain the reasons of Justice or of indispensable necessity for which he 
makes his laws and his regulations ; as to tht* King's declarations, their name explains 
their use; they serve to explain more pjuticularly the King's vrill in relation to the 
execution or the modification of his edicts and ordinances; they are given after the 
edicts to explain, change, restrict or enlui^o them, in the same manner as the deci- 
sions (an*ets) of the coimcil are made and given in consequence of the edicts and ordi- 
nances which decide, between individuals, doubtful or imforseen cases, and the parti- 
cular circumstances which may arise respecting those whom the execution of the edicts 
and declaratibns concern ; it is thus that the King, by different kinds of mandates which 
are never confoimded, establishes his laws, gives the means of executing and of causing 
them to be obeyed. 

It is by an edict that the King introduces a new currency ; it also by an edict that 
he establishes new jurisdictions, and creates commissions and offices ; it is by an edict 
that he establishes rents, and fixes their rates ; each of these things necessitates a new 
edict of the King whenever he is desirous of abrogating, suppressing, revoking, extin- 
guishing and annulling them, because everything must be dissolved by the same means 
which have given it existence ; and as the rate of interest at which individuals have con- 
tracted debts and established rents, are so many laws wluch individuals havO received 
from the King, or which they haVe made for themselves, the King has never changed 
or leduced the rate of any rent, except by edicts, and never by simple declaratioQs. 
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It is thus that the rents constituted to the denier 12 and to the denier 14, in the j mis- 
diction of Normandy, have been reduced to the denier 18 by the edict of 1667 ; and 
that by an edict of 1670 all the rents of the province have been reduced to the denier 
20 (to 5 per cent) ; and that, necessarily, all the rents of that province have been re- 
duced to the denier 12, to the denier 16, to the de?iier 18, and to the denier 20, and 
to other rates by the edicts of 1567, 1601, 1634, 1635, and others v^hich it is not 
necessary to mention. 

Therefore, if the simple reduction of the rates of rents {rentes constituees), which 
are only one species of transactions in a kingdom, compels the King to use the greatest 
part of his authority to alter their conditions and to remodel their imdertakings, how 
can it be prevented that the King, by a simple declaration such as the declaration of 
the 5th June 1717, which is not o^./wc, but which is made for quite a different object, 
that is' to suppress the monnaie de ca9i;es, and to abolish the difference of one fourth 
between the value of one currency and another, two things which, had they been 
established by the King (as it is necessary to observe), would not have necessitated an 
edict for their revocation ? 

How can it be pretended that, by that same declaration which had only those two 
objects in view, the King, without announcing it, without assigning a reason for it, 
when no one expected it, without having been soUicited by any one, without the exis- 
tence of any necessity for it, or of any reason of state, could have had the intention to 
subvert, in one and the same day, the whole internal economy of Canada, destroy its 
commerce, a£fect all sorts of liabilities, to remodel all the undertakings and obligations, 
and to Tedoce them to sums other than those which are written and stipulated in deeds, 
a measure however the most important that has ever been adopted in Canada, a mea- 
sure which would indicate the general ruin of a country, which, it is well known, has 
not experienced any calamity ; a measiure of which but one parallel exists in the king- 
dom, namely: when, after the troubles in 1695, Henry IV by two edicts, one of the 
year 1595, and the other of 1596, went no further than to discharge the debtors of 
rentes constitutes dprix cPargent, in Paris, from one third of the five years arrears of 
the said rents, which by law could be claimed and which could not be recovered 
during the war, but no portion of the principal, or any part of the stipulated rates ? 

The Sieur de Rigauville does not hesitate to assert that it was not sufficient, in this 
case, for the King, by his declaration of the 5th July 1717, to order that reduction in 
general terms, without specifying the mode of effecting it. 

■ The Bang's justice, which induces him to descend into the most minute details when 
he gives any commands respecting the fortunes of his subjects, necessitated something 
more, namely, that His Majesty would indicate, as it is usually done, the means of 
eflfecting the said reduction, and to establish it between individuals, another article, at 
least, should have been added to the said declaration to explain the details of it, in fact 
to state whether the said reduction was simply of the rates of the said rents, or whether 
it was to apply to the principal also. 
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Would it not have been necessary, for the purposes c^the said declaration, to older 
the production of the deed s in order to alter them, or to enter the said reduction in dis 
mari^n of the said contracts ? 

Would not tfij (\:L:\'iji 1 .n.-:'', of Tin -^l* 11*1 (•:: Oi cni.^, the obligations containing 
term-s of p?*y merit, have to l>tr'ii..r.dtd ? without ^uch a r.rec'utiou, tliere 'wrould exist 
iniuy means of e'udiiiir siuh a di-rl iralion, for, a dved un» hanged always expresses the 
»ame tenor, it ever retain-* its j ninitivt* effect ; and, when the recollection of such de- 
clariition sl:(»ukl begin to ilide, the seigniors would have the right to exacrtbis rents, at 
the original rate. 

TIio<e different features tend to sho^.v how groundless such a pretension is, and inas- 
much as the King n-ver expreo.-?es his vHll imperfectly, and as those particulars are war- 
ranted by expressed tenns in his said declaration, no other conclusion can be arrived 
at than this : the King has not so ordered it, and that it was not his will so to do. 

To remove all possible doubt i»i this respect, it Ls merely necessary to examine the 
terms of that declaration wliich, by their context and their union, can not give roon 
to the leJLSt ambiguity v, hereupon to ground t^uch an opinion. 

The 9th article enacts that the debts may be paid in French currency, with a dedQ& 
tion of one fourth. Who does not, by those words, understand that it isivith tins re- 
duction ol'tlie cun-ency ? since that fourth is abrogated by the said declaration, nl 
not with a reduction of one fourth of the debt ; and are not the following wardi: 
•* which is the reduction of the currency of the country into the currency of France," 
explained clearly enough, and are tliey not sufficient to determine and to make ajo* 
application of the s^id word " reduction," and to render it only applicable to the woA 
•*cmTency," as was the King's intention, and not to the debt, of whatever nature it 
might be ? 

If, however, those words had been applied othei'wise than they are in the aaid de- 
claration, and, if in the text, it had been stated that the debts might be paid and ac* 
quitted with a reduction of one fourth, in the ciurency of France, etc., this transpositioD 
of the word "reduction" which would then follow innnediately the words " di^ 
acquitted," and not the word " currency," as it does in the declaration, might well 
have given rise to an ambiguity and created a doubt, which if not legitimate, wooU 
have been sufficient to pray the King to explain his intention ; but that ambiguitj 
would not have been sufficient to conclude, as of light, that the pretended reduction 
Was really and effectually established, as it has bf;en shown, by him the Sieur de Ri* 
gauville who believes that he has sufficiently demonstrated that something beyond a 
mere ambiguity, in the terms of a declaration, was necessary to produce such an alte- 
ration in all the transactions of a colony ; how then, in the absence of even the least 
ambiguity in the expressions, can a disposition be imagined to exist in the said decUr 
ration, which is not found in the text and which can not be added thereto without dfii* 
troying the faith of contracts and the most substantial principles of the common law) 
without endangering the concord existing among the people, which is based upon a 
gtrict fulfilment and execution of promises and undertakings ; without subverting t)i9 
principles of justice which are : " leave and give to each his own," and without oftac 
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blisbing an ill judged preference in favor of the tenant who would enrich himself by 
having it in his power to sell his produce and his labour at the same rate, and even at 
a higher price, whilst his seignior would ses his prop:jity snu incuuie dimIni>Lod by 
the reduction of his rents : a preference which woul'l, fiiiailv, oper?te disadvanta- 
geously to the tenant inasmuch as the gentleman, finding his income declining in con- 
sequence of the reduction of so considerable a portion, as would be the fomth of the 
rents, would in proportion restrict his expenses and consume less, thereby diminishing 
the general commerce of the country, which is the source of individual welfare, for it 
behoves the farmer to produce as it behoves the nobility to consume. 

To the above, the Sieur de Rigauville desires to add one more observation, equally 
fit with the others, to prove that the declaration of the 5th July 1717 never enacted 
the said reduction of the capitals and of the rents; it is that it never occurred to any 
one in the country, at the period at which the declaration was made, nor has occiured 
to any one since, that the King intended to make any reduction, and that the said su- 
perior council, to whom the said declaration was sent for regi titration, having deemed 
it proper to remonstrate with the King respecting the said declaration, pre\'ious to its 
regulation, did not allude, in their remonstrances, to the subject in question, althcugh 
it certainly was one of the most important events which could occur in Canada, and 
was certainly worthy of being noticed; indeed it would have been the desire of the 
pablic, that it should have been noticed in the said remonstrances, had it for one 
moment been supposed that the said reduction was intended by the King. 

It is» therefore, only necessary to inquire whether in 1717, when the declaration of 
the fith July arrived in Canada, any one ever reckoned upon the said diminution of 
capittds and rents, or if it was thought of, even in 1718, when the King, upon there- 
monstrances of the said council, sent back a second declaration explanatory of the 
first, which remonstrances are to be found in the said second declaration wherein they 
are reported and relate merely to the time at which the payments in the reduced TnoU" 
ncde de cartes should commence ; or was it even thought of, one year afler the regis- 
tration of the said second declaration of the 21st March 1718, which said second decla- 
ration still more clearly establishes the reduction of the said fourth from the mcnncue 
de cartes J inasmuch as it states that the carte of 4 livres shall, in future, be worth only 
^ livres^ and as to the abrogation of the fourth in addition, that the same carte of 4 
livres only be worth 1 livre and 10 sols of the currency of France ; it is thus that the 
said declarations explaining each other, leave not the least doubt on the subject. 

If the superior council had registered the said first declaration immediately and with- 
>out any delay, it might be said at present that the council had seen therein the pre- 
tended reduction of debts, without saying anything ; that the said coimcil had felt the 
whole extent of the law, and had submitted to it ; but nothing can be more convincing 
that such Was not the law, and that it was not so understood ; 

That the silence of the council upon a matter which necessitated their most respect- 
Ibl but most presssing remonstrances, on the behalf of a country exposed to great sufifef- 
^i by it, whilst the same body addressed remonstrances respecting toiOthet enactm^lt 
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of die said declaration ceitainly m Jch loss important than would be the reduction in 
question, shows that if tlie council was silent on the subject, it was because the law 
said nothing about it. 

That the attorney general of the superior coimcil, who was acquainted with the 
principles of public law and with the mode in which the King usually explains his in- 
tentions by his edicts and declarations, should have added his remonstrances to those 
of the said council to obtain from His Majesty, if such was the King's pleasure to 
convey his intention othenvise than by a declaration ; and to do it by an edict, whicb 
alone could innovate respecting individual obligations, and derogate from the common 
law, and effect a change in the covenants of parties; but nothing of the kind has been 
done. Why ? because such a reduction was not in question, and because the King 
had ordered nothing to necessitate such remonstrances. 

But when was it that this opinion was first expressed ? by what means was it propa- 
gated for so disgraceful a purpose 1 One is not surprised to find advantageous things 
received and promulgated with favor ; but who can by a forced interpretation (which 
is never permitted) extend the dispositions of a law imfavorable in its provisions ] 

And since the reduction of the rents was not thought of in 1717 or even in 171S, 
when the two regulations in question were registered in the superior coundl of 
Quebec, by what title has it been established since 1 or under what pretext is it, th< 
individuals have imagined it existed ? 

The Sieiu- de Rigauville prayed us to observe moreover that, far from this being a 
common opinion, some of his tenants who entertain it, are so uncertain as to the prin- 
ciple upon which they rest it, that they are ready to pay him his rents in full, whilst 
others only tender a part of them; 

That, however, this uncertainty or popular error, which increases daily, is very 
prejudicial and demands a remedy the more prompt, as the seigniors experience great 
difficulties in collecting their rents, and are reduced to grant their tenants merely 
receipts on account. 

But the seignior and the tenant having, as to the said rents, but one title which ifl 
common to both, namely the deed by which the said rents are established, this deed 
is a law which can not have been altered as to its effects, as he, the Sieiu* de Rigan- 
ville, believes he has demonstrated it, and therefore he prays the full execution of the 
same. 

Considering the above and seeiug the deeds exhibited as well by the said Sieur de 
Rigauville as by some of the tenants of the seigniory of Bellechasse, 

We condemn the said Pierre Blay, the father, and the said Antoine Blay to pay 
the arrears of ce/w, rentes seigneuriales and the capons by them due respectively, as 
they are stipulated in their deeds ; and we .further condemn them jointly and severally 
to pay the costs of the present suit and of the service of the present ordinance, and we 
.discharge them from the seigniorial penalty (amende seigneurialc) for this tiuie only; 
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and we grant default against Jean Nadeau, the widow of Augu3tin Guignard, Pierre 
Gangnier and Frangois Butteaux above named, tenants of the said seignior of Belle 
chasse, who have not appeared, and we condemn them by default to pay the cejis et 
rentes seigneuriales and the capons, as stipulated in their deeds, and we condemn 
* them, jointly with the said Pierre and Antoine Blay, to pay the costs of the present 
Buit, and personally to pay the seigniorial penalty of five sols each. 

And we permit the said Sieur de Rigauville to cause this, our present ordinance, to 
be published and posted up in all the extent of his said seigniory, and wherever it shall 
be necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done and granted in our residence at Quebec, on the sixteenth day of November 
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven. 

(Signed) DUPUY. 



[Ordinance of 1727, No. 13, folio 43.J 

. Ordinance by which Thimothie Farre, Prisque Poulln and Etienne Morel are con- 
aemnedi by default^ to pay to the Sieur de Rigauville the arrears of com et rentes 
they awe him, and to a seignioral fine of five sols, 

Ci^AUDS Thomas Dupuy, &c. 

The Sieur Nicholas Blaise Desbergdres de Rigauville, Esquire, seignior of Belle- 
chasse, lieutenant of a company of troops for the King's service in this colony, having 
applied to us for an order to summon before us Thimothde Parre, Prisque Poulin and 
Etienne Morel, residing at the place called Cote Beaupr«5, in the parish of Chateau- 
Richer, which order was delivered to him on the sixth of the present month, summon- 
ing the above named inhabitants to appear before us in this city, on this day, at eleven 
of the clock in the forenoon, to answer the demand of the Siem- de Rigauville, which 
order was served upon them by thereon, a bailiff, in the jurisdiction of Beaupre the 
4th of this month, which demand of the said Siem- de Rigauville is to the effect that 
the said Thimoth^e Parrd, Prisque Poulin and Etienne Morel be by us condemned 
to pay him the arrears o£cens et rentes that they owe him by reason of the lands he has 
granted them, as appears by the deeds of concession, submitted to us by the said Sieur 
de Rigauville, relating to the concession of the said lands to each of the said inhabi- 
tants. 

To which summons none of the said inhabitants having answered, nor any person 
for them, having seen the said deeds of concession, we have entered a default against 
the said Timothde Parr^, Prisque Poulin and Etienne Morel, and inasmuch as they 
cannot have any legitimate grounds for refusing to pay the said arrears oicens et rent is 
according to their deeds of concession, we have condemned them to pay to the said 

R 
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Simir de Rigauville the arrears of cens et rentes due up to this day ; we have ako 
condemned each and every one of them to pay a seigniorial fine of five soIb, and yxoAj 
to pay the costs of the summons, and of the service that will be made of this our or- 
dinance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 20th November 1727. 

Signed, DUPUY. 



(Ordinance of 1728, No. 15, folio l.J 

Ordinance whidi confirms anotltcr ordinance of Mr, Raudot relating to the boundanj 
lines of the seigniory of Ste. Anne ; which orders that the island called SU 
Ignace and ail the other islands in front of tlie said seigniory j shall belong to (k 
Sieur de la Ftrade^ and which condemns the Sieur JDorvilliers, the proprietor <f 
part of the said seigniory j to pay the cens et rentes^ for the lands he owns w ^ 
said Island of St. Ignace, to the said Sieur de la Perade, and to take a deeiif 
co9tcession, SfC.^, SfC. 

Claude Thomas Dupuy, Knight, King's Councillor in his Councils, Ma^e des Bt- 
quites, Intendant of Justice, Police and Finances throughout New France, uimA 
and other adjoining dependencies. 

Between Pierre Thomas Taricu, Sieur de la Pdrade, part owner of the seignioa^ 
of Ste. Anne, lieutenant of the troops in this country, appearing at our reddenoe by 
Dame Magdelaine Jaret de Vercheres, his wife, duly authorized by power of attarnej 
to us exhibited, dated the 11th March 1728, plaintiff by petition presented to vs ihe 
16th of the month and in the year aforesaid, of the one part ; and the Sieur Morel Dorvil- 
liers, also seignior of part of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne, defendant, not appealing 
nor represented by any other person ; by which petition the said Sieur de la Parade bai 
given us to imderstand that having a law suit, which has been pending several yean* 
with the said Sieur Dorvilliers, we granted him, in the month of March 1727, an cider ' 
commanding the said Sieur Dorvilliers to appear before us in this dty to the end itaX ' 
their contestation might be adjusted by us, but that the said Sieur Dorvilliers did BOt 
comply with the said order under false pretences. 

That having waited with patience for a whole year, he the said Sieur de la P^rado 
applied to us to grant him a new order, which he obtained on the 2nd March last, 
again commanding the said Sieur Dorvillier to appear before us on the 16th of tha 
said month of March for the same object, with which latter summons, though duly 
served upon him, on the 8th of the said month of March, by the Sieur Rouillaxd St. CSr, 
a bailiff, residing at Botiscan, he has also failed to comply, as he had done with dii 
former. 
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That it being for the benefit of the said Siour de la Perade to obtain a judgment, 
which will settle the difTerencea existing between him and the said Sieur Dorvilliers, 
l^e has requested us by his petition, tliat, by reason of the defaults of the said Sieur 
Dorvilliers to appear as aforesaid, we would give judgment and grant the conclusions 
of his petition which are, first, that the said Sieur Dorvilliers be condemned to pay 
him the seigniorial cens et rentes which he owes him for eight arpents of land he owns 
in the Island of St. Ignace, at the rate ofsixdeniers of cens, and twenty sols of annual 
rents, and a live capon per arpent, and this from the 9th March 1697, when the said 
Island of St. Ignace and others were granted to Dame Marguerite Denis, Widow of 
the late do la Naudidre, mother of the said Sieur de la Pdrade. 

That the said Sieur Dorvilliers be condemned further to take a deed of concession 
for the said eight arpents, inasmuch as he is in possession of the same vnthout 
title. 

That the fi>ur arpents of land in front, by their depth, in the said island, sold by the 
8ud Sieur Dorvilliers to one Pierre Lanouette, a resident in the said island, be declared 
to be within that portion of the seigniory belonging to the said Sieur do la Pcradc and 
not within that of the said Sieur Dorvilliers, reserving his recourse against anyone 
he may wish to exercise it against, for the lods et ventes due by reason of the sale of 
the said four arpents. 

That the procis-^erbal of survey of the extent of the first seigniory of Ste. Anne on 
the shore of the River St. Lavnrence, made by Hilaire Bernard do la Riviere, surveyor 
appcHntedby Mr, Raudot, heretofore intendant, homologated by the ordinance of the 
said Raudot of the 29th March 1710, shall be executed and followed, and in case any 
difficoltj lAurald arise between the said Sieur de la Perade and the said Sieur Dorvil- 
liers in relatiaii to the possession of the said lands, the boundary line shall be settled 
according to the ordinance of the said Sieur Raudot. 

That the said Sieur Dorvilliers shall be forbidden to encroach upon the lands of the 
sud Sieur de la Perade such as they are bounded by means of the said survey. 

• 

That the five arpents of land sold by the said Sieur Dorvilliers to one Julien 
Lanouette, which, according to the said survey, are situate within that portion of the 
said seigniory belonging to him the said Siem- de la Parade, shall be held to be within 
his domain and subject to the payment, to the said Sieur de la Perade, of the locls et 
ventes and cen^ et rentes^ and arrears thereof, and that tho said Sieur Dorvilliers be 
condemned to pay the costs, even those of the said Dame de la Parade, incurred upon 
di&rent occasions last year and this year when she came to this city touching the said 
matter ; upon which petition it is ordered as follows : 

We have, in compliance with the prayer of the said petition, granted default to the 
said Sieur de la Perade, the said default to be served upon the said Sieur Dorvilliers ; 
certificate of service of which default upon the said Sieur Dorvilliers made by Rouillard 
St. Gir, bailifi) dated the 16th June last, wdth command to the said Sieur Doi-villiers 
to appear before us on the tenth of July instant is exhibited to us, which parties having 
appeared before us on the said dayt and the said Sieur de la Pdrade, the plaintifi*, 
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appearing as aforesaid, and persisting in the demand and conclusions of his said peti- 
tion, upon the ground that the said Island of St. Ignace and all other islands in front 
of the said seigniory are not comprised in the first concession made to the Sieur Sueve 
and de la Naudiere, and that they have been granted to the said Dme Marguerite 
Denis, Widow of the late Sieur de la Naudiere, his mother, by Mr. de Calliere, 
governor general in this country, and by Mr. de Champigny then intendant in the said 
country, the said grant or concession dated the 30th October 1700, and the patent of 
confirmation of the 22nd day of May 1701 ; and that in relation to the other new con- 
testations relating to the division line and partition of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne 
between the said Sieur de la Perade and the said Sieur Dorvilliers, that point is settled 
altogether by the ordinance of Mr. Raudot rendered between the parties then present 
the 28th and 29th March 1710, which ordinance has established and adjusted their 
rights and pretensions, and which ordains that the report, procis-verbal, by Hilaire 
Bernard de la Riviere, appointed by the said Sieur Raudot to that effect, be executed, 
with which said ordinance and procis-verbal , the said Sieur dela Parade has always 
complied, and which he invokes this day, although he is the party who has mostso^ 
fered by the partition in question, but with a view to obtain that peace and tranquillitj 
which procure the termination of law suits, he the said Sieur de la Parade demands 
that the said Sieur Dorvilliers, for his renewal of the contestations adjusted between 
them by the ordinance of Mr. Raudot, be condemned to pay all his damages, interests 
and costs, and more especially the costs incurred by the said Sieur de la Perade 
and his wife, upon two occasions when they were obliged to come to this city in 
obedience to our orders, which the said Sieur Dorvilliers, on his part, revised to 
obey. 

That the said Sieur Dorvilliers be again forbidden to disturb the said Sieur dela 
Parade from enjoying what was allowed him by the ordinance of the said Mr. Raudot 
of the 28th and 29th March 1710, and that in consequence and in execution of the said 
ordinance the said Sieur Dorvilliers be condemned to pay to the said Sieur de la Pa- 
rade the cem et rentes of five arpents out of the eight arpents which he owns in the said 
Island of St. Ignace, having remitted him willingly the cens et rentes of three arpents, 
as is stated in the said ordinance of the said Sieur Raudot, the said cens et rentes 
payable since His Majesty has granted him the said islands, or at least since the date 
of the ordinance of the said Sieur Raudot of the year 1711, at the rate of 20 sols each 
arpent, and six deniers o£cens and a live capon also for each arpent, praying thereupon 
that the said Sieur Dorvilliers be held to take a deed of concession from the said Sieur 
de la Parade, as seignior of the said island, and frirther that the said Sieur Dorvilliers 
be ordered not to prevent the said Lanouette and others inhabitants, who might have 
purchased lands from him, from acknowledging the said Sieur de la Parade as their 
seignior, and from paying him the lods et ventes due upon such purchases together with 
the cens et rentes in friture at the rate of twenty livres and one live capons and six de- 
niers of cens for each arpent. 

And it has been stated by the said sieur Dorvilliers, that the original grants made 
to the said sieur de Sueve and sieur do la Naudiere, must be understood as compris- 
mg the islands in front of the said seigniory, and that consequently those islands which 
are in front of the portion allotted by the partition to the said sieur Dorvilliers do be- 
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long to him, and being called upon by us to produce liis titles, he has answered that 
he had none. 

Having seen the deed of concession of the said islands, granted to the said dame 
Marguerite Denis, widow of the said late sieur de la Naudiere, by the late Mr. do 
CaUidres, governor-general and Mr. de Champigny, Intendant for the whole of New- 
France, dated 30th October 1700, the patent of confirmation thereof, dated the 21st 
May 1701, the ordinance* of Mr. Raudot, our predecessor, rendered between the par- 
ties the 28th and 29th March 1710, relating to the boundary line and partition of the 
said seigniory of Ste. Anne, 

We have ordaind and do hereby ordain that the said ordinance shall be followed and 
executed according to its tenor, and that the said island of St. Ignace and others in 
front of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne shall be the property of the said sieur do la 
Parade, and we do hereby forbid the said sieur Dorvilliers to disturb him in the enjoy- 
ment thereof. 

We do further ordain that the lands which the said sieur Dorvilliers owns in tho said 
island of St. Ignace, as well as those belonging to other inhabitants, be considered as 
being in the domain of the said siem- de la Perade, to whom they shall pay the cefns et 
rentes at the rate above mentioned, and thoy, the said Dorvilhers and others, shall be 
held to take deeds of concession from the said sieur de la Parade, — 

And leave is granted to the said sieur de la Parade to claim lods et rentes from any 
peiBons who have piu-chased lands from the said sieur Dorvilliers. 

We also condemn the said siem- Dorvilliers to the costs of this suit, and also to tho 
costs incurred by the said sieur de la Perade, upon coming to this city on two occa- 
mons last winter, as appears by his declaration upon oath to that effect, which costs we 
tax at thirty livres for each occasion. 

Dated at Quebec, the 11th July 1728. 

(Signed) DUPUY. 



[Ord. of 1728, No. 15, Folio lO.J 

Ordinance which maintains cw good and valid the seizure of the grain of the curate and 
inhabitants of Ste, Anne (de la Perade) in the hands of the miller of St, Pierre 
(des BecquetsJ, and which forbids them to take their gram to any other mill ilian that 
of the seigniory of Ste. Anne, on pain of confiscation of the same and of the pay- 
ment of afirie, and of paying toll, droit de mouture, and which condemns them to 
costs of seizure, summons and travelling, and to a fine, which hxis been remitted them 
upon the present occoMon, 

Claude Thomas Dupuy, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us by the sieur de la Perade, seignior of Ste. Anne, 
stating that a large number of the inhabitants of his seigniory do not bring their grain 
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to his mill, although they arc bound to do so by their deeds of concession, and that 
having had a contestation in that respect in 1707, Mr. Raudot, then intendant, by his 
ordinance condemned the curate and inhabitants of the said seigniory to carry their 
wheat to the mill of the said sieur de la Perade, prc^ibiting them to go elsewhere 
upon pain of confiscation and payment of a fine. 

That notwithstanding these obligations and prohibitions, the said inhabitants conti- 
nue to take their grain to other mills, and that he has been obliged recently to cause 
a seizure to be made at the mill of Pierre Brisson, miller of the sieur Levrard« sag- 
nior of St. Pierre, praying that the said inhabitants to whom the said wheat belongs, be 
summoned to appear before us, as well as the said Brisson, to declare the quantity of 
wheat or flour he has in his possession, belonging to the said inhabitants ; upon which 
petition, it is ordered as follows : 

Let the said sieur de la P<^rade siunmon before us the said curate of Ste. Anne, and 
the other inhabitants who have acted in contravention to the ordinance of Mr. Raudot, 
to hear their reasons, and to be present at the judgment upon the seizurb and confis- 
cation in the event the same should take place, and let also the miller of the said se^- 
niory of St. Pierre, to whom the said wheat has been brought, appear before us, and 
the wheat and flour attached in his hands to remain, to be accounted for by him. 

Upon which ordinance the said inhabitants have appeared with the said sieur de h 
Perade, represented by his wife, duly authorized to that efiect, and represented to us, 
in writing, that the mill of the said sieur de la Perade is out of order, so much so, that 
since the beginning of the proceedings in this matter, the said sieur de la Perade has 
employed carpenters to repair the said mill. 

That the miller who has the said mill is a dishonest man and well known as such to 
the said sieur de la Pdrade, who has been obliged to expel him ibr that reason ; that 
although, this mill is insuflicient to grind the grsdn required for the maintenance of 
their families, the miller moreover receives the grain of strangers, to whom he gives a 
preference, inasmuch as having one half of the profits of the said mill, he is interested 
in satisfying the said strangers, and in attending to them in preference to the inhabi- 
tants of the said seigniory, who are bound by law to come to the said mill, and may 
be compelled by him to come there or to pay toll upon the grain they vnll carry else- 
where; alleging that for the better regulation of the said mill, and to protect them 
against any wrongs to which the miller might subject them, the said sieur de la Ti- 
rade ought to be compelled to have in the said mill weights and scales, to enable the 
said inhabitants to weigh their wheat and flour. 

Alleging further, the said inhabitants, that far from having any objection to go to 
the said mill, it is their advantage not to be obliged to go to any other mill, and if they 
have done so, they have been forced to it by necessity, and that they would never fail 
to frequent the said mill if we were to decide upon their complaints. 

And to this, the said siem* de la Perade answered that this complaint of his inhabi- 
tants proceeded from a spirit of insubordination ; that his mill has always been in good 
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vey thereof; that the work he is now doing to the said mill, is merely by precaution 
and to prevent the said mill from being stopped, that the said work consists in making 
a set of spindles and cogs. 

That in relation to the complaint made against the honesty of the miller, it proceeds 
firom a spirit of ill-wOl and caprice, inasmuch as they, the said inhabitants have never 
made a precise and formal complaint in that respect, but have made notliing but vague 
allegations, to which the said neur de la Perade had paid no attention ; that to satisfy 
them he has had fourteen different millers during eighteen years, and has not been able 
to please them. 

That when they say that a preference is given to strangers who go to the mill for the 
purpose of having their grain ground, there is not one of them but would say, where 
he to speak the truth; that the sieur de la Perade recommended nothing more strongly 
to his miller, in their presence, than that he should serve the inhabitants in preference 
to all others, with due diligence and fidelity ; that by theii complaint, they themselves 
prove how unreasonably they looked for unfounded grounds of complaint against the 
said mill, by alleging in their petition, that for a long time it has been out of repair, 
once they say that strangers, who as a matter of course, are not bound to do so, come 
to it and are attended to, when they themselves cannot get served. 

That when they say they are out of flour for their every day wants, they must only 
blame themselves, as they would never take the proper means, although they had been 
often tequested to do so, which would have been to have grain constantly at the mill, 
wUch would depend entirely upon themselves, as they could bring a bag of wheat to 
the min when coming to take away a bag of floiu:, and so by adhering to this rule, they 
wotdd always have grain at the mill, and by that means would always be certain of 
having flour there also ; but they follow a very different line of conduct, as there arc 
some who often wait till they have eaten their last loaf, before starting for the mill, 
and in consequence of their negligence, in not taking advantage of the proper winds, 
which are sufficient to furnish flour to the whole concession, they wait till calms come 
on, which causes them to run out of flour, but the fault is purely their own and not that 
of the miller or the mdl. 

As to the scale and weights which they wish to have placed in the mill, they know 
very well that one had been placed there before, which, far from giving satis&ction and 
causing less suspicion, had given rise, as it would do again, to innimierable disputes, 
quarreb and useless difficulties, because to make such a thing of any use, the people 
would be obliged to have a clerk who, as they arrived at the mill, would take down in 
writing the weight of their grain, so as to balance the quantities received and sent out, 
for it is out of the question to say they would abide by the marks they would make 
themselves, this would be another source of difficulty, they have tried it before and 
have seen it by their own experience. 

They merely make this request to day because they imagine it would perplex him, 
but this is a mistake, there would be another expedient which would be much better 
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more suitable and loas embarrassing, it would be this, when an inhabitant found such a 
great difference, as they say there is, between the flour given to them at the mill and 
the grain they have taken tlicrc, they should not receive it, and should inform him 
of it, so that he might ascertain the fact and sec who was in default. 

The said Sieur de la Perade praying, inasmuch as his mill has always been and 
still is in a fit state to make good flour, he being willing to submit to an inspection of the 
said mill, the costs whereof shall be paid by whomsoever it shall appertain, and if 
the said inhabitants have been elsewhere, as it has been proved and established they 
have, it was from a spirit of opposition and disobedience to their contract and to the or- 
dinances which oblige them to go there, and not for any of the reasons given by them. 

That the seizure made in the hands of one Brisson, miller of the seigniory of St. 
Pierre, which belongs to the said Sieiu- Levrard, of the grain which his tenants had 
taken to his mill, be declared good and valid. 

And that the said Brisson be condemned to return the said grain or flour accordhig 
to the memorandum he gave us of it. 

That we be pleased to condemn all the inhabitants, who have taken their grain to 
any but the seigniorial mill to which they are obliged to go, to pay toll in proportioa to 
the quantitity used by their families. 

That they be again prohibited, under the same penalties, of the seizure of their 
grain, from absenting themselves from the said mill v^thout leave in vnriting &om the 
said Sieur de la Perade, and that those who have infringed the rule be condemned to 
such penalty as we may think proper, and also that the said inhabitants be condemned 
to pay the costs and expenses incurred, both for travelling and for board and lodging. 

In consequence of which, and taking into consideration the dee<ls of concession of the 
said inhabitants, by which deeds they are indispensably obliged to take their grain to 
be ground to the mill of the said seigniory, an ordinance of Monsieur Raudot passed 
in consequence of a like difiiculty, on the 30th August 1707, which obliges them so to 
do, under penalty of the confiscation of the grain they might carry elsewhere and of 
such fine as might be thought proper. 

We have declared that the said seizure, made in the hands of the said Brisson miller 
of the seigniory of St. Pierre, upon the curate of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne, and 
upon the other inhabitants thereof) is good and valid, and we therefore ordain that the 
said Brisson shall return the grain and flour, seized in his hands, into the possession 
of the said Sieur de la Parade according to the returns given of the same by him, jxpm 
receipt of which he will be well and duly discharged. 

■ We again prohibit both the curate of the said place and all the other inhabitants 
from taking their grain to be ground elsewhere than to the banal mill of the said sei- 
gniory, under penalty of confiscation of the grain, and of such fine as we may think 
proper, and of paying toll for the grain they may have taken elsewhere and to 
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prevent the abus^ whieh are committed at the mill by the said inhabitants who take 
each others flour instead of their own. 

We prohibit them in the most express manner from taking back any grain or flour 
which has not been given to them by the miller upon pain of being looked upon and 
being prosecuted, as having caused an injury to the others who may have grain or flour 
in die said mill, and also from going into the mill unless the miller shall be there ; and 
in case any person has reason to complain of any injury he may think has been done 
him in the said mill, as to the produce of the grain he may have taken there, and as 
to the flour that the miller should return to them, if less than they should receive ; 
we ordain that complaint shall be immediately made to the Sieur de la Parade, 
and before taking away the flour, he shall be requested to go to the mill to examine 
into the &ct, and cause justice to be rendered to whom it may belong ; but after the 
flour shall have been removed, no person shall have any right to complain. 

We have condemned the inhabitants to pay the costs of the seizures and summons, 
tc^gether with the travelling expenses of the said Sieur de la Parade, which we have 
taxed at thirty livres, and which are to be borne by those of the inhabitants against 
whom the seizures of grain were declared good and valid, but whom we exempt from 
paying the fine, the Sieur de la Perade having signified his willingness to remit it to 
them for this time ; all which will be executed notwithstanding any opposition or 
appeal whatever. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at our residence, in Quebec, this tenth of July, one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-eight. 

Signed, DUPUY. 



[Ordce. of 1728, No. 15, Folio 10.] 

Judgment rendered upon the complaint of the inhabitants of Grondines, ordering that 
the wirul mill of the said Parish of Grondines he examined hy men of skUlj and 
• which names Messrs, Proteau and Perrault to fulfil that duty, 

Claude Thomas Duduy, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us by Jacques Drolet, Jacques Renaud, Baptiste 
Joabin, Alexis Sauvageot, Francois Brunet, Nicolas Rivard and other inhabitants, of 
Ae Sieur Amelin, of the parish of Grondines, setting forth that as they are obliged to 
go to the windmill in the said seigniory, it is both grievous and hurtful to them to take 
llieir grain there, inasmuch as the mill only breaks their wheat, both because the mill 
is absolutely spoilt by the different persons who have worked it heretofore, and 
because the Sieur Amelin who now works it, not being a miller by trade, in- 
creases the defects in the flour made by him, and praying us, for the purpose of 

s 
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proving what they state in their petition, to order that the said mill be visited and 

examined by men of skill, 

t 

And the said Sieur Araelin, being present, answered that his mill is in good order, 
that it is true he has had no miller for some time, because his miller was a soldier, and 
the general has taken him away, but that having hired, in his place, a man w^ho is able 
to work the mill, he persisted in stating that his mill makes good flour and is provided 
with every thing that is necessary for it ; he also requested that it should be examined 
by men of skill and experience in such things. 

We, considering the respective complaints and demands of the parties, have or- 
dered and do order that the said mill be visited by two desinterested persons of skOl, 
to be agreed upon by the parties, in default of which they will be named ex-officio, 
and the Sieur Amelin having named as his arbitrator one Protean of Batiscan, the above 
named inhabitants chose for themselves one Perrault, a miller, also of Batiscan, which 
nominations we have confirmed ; and we order that the said Protean and Perrault, ar- 
bitrators named by the parties, do repair to the said place called Grondines, to the 
wind mill there built, belon^ng to the Sieur Amelin, for the purpose of examining into 
the condition in which the mill stones are at present, making the mill work so as to 
see the quality of the flour, and then raising the mill stone to examine its sur&ce and 
ascertain the cause of the evil, and the inhabitants shall then continue to go to ths 
mill as they are obliged, under penalty of a fine and of the confiscation of the graa 
that may be taken elsewhere, which grain we allow the said Sieur Amelin to follow 
and seize. 

We do also forbid the said inhabitants to threaten or illtreat those who may be put 
to work in the said mill under penalty of being prosecuted and punished in an exem- 
plary manner, which will be done notwithstanding any opposition or appeal whatever. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at our residence in Quebec this 10th July 1828. 

Signed, DUPUY. 



[Ordce. of 1728, No. 15, Folio 24.] 

Ordinance which reunites to the domain of the seignorypf the Sieur Charles Legaard&ux, 
called Portneuf, tliefarm of Robert Germain, hy reason of his not residing upon 
it, in conformity uith the dea'ee of the Council of State of the 11th July 1711, 
and which permits the said seignior to concede it to wJwm he may please, ani 
which forlids all persons from opposing his being put in possession thereof ^ 

Claude Thomas Dupuy, &c. 

. Upon the representation made to us by the Sieur Charles Legardeur, Esquire, 
Sieur de Croisy and Miss Marguerite Rdne Robineau, seigniors and proprietoni of 
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the fief and seigniory of Portneuf, that the late Sieur Robineau, their uncle, here- 
tofore seignior of the said seigniory, from whom they inherited, had, about sixteen 
years before, granted a concession in the said seigniory of six arpents in front by forty 
in depth, to one Robert Germain, upon the charge ond condition that he would im- 
mediately pass a deed of the same ; that the said Germain neglected to have the said 
deed passed, and having merely made a clearing of about an acre upon the said land, 
left for the purpose of travelling through that part of the country situate behind the 
coast of Louisiana, where he died about seven or eight years ago without being 
married, as attested by the certificate of the Revd. Father St. Pe, Jesuit and missionary 
of that place, dated the 13th of July of the present year, and jiroduced before us by 
the said seigniors ; praying the said seigniors that in conformity with the decree of the 
King's Council of State, of the 11th July 1711, registered in the superior council of 
this country the 5th December 1712, by which decree the King wills and ordains that 
the inhabitants who shall have been one year without residing, [sans tenir feu ct lieu) 
upon the lands conceded to them, be deprived of their property and that the same be 
reunited to the domain of the seigniors, in obedience to the ordinances which shall bo 
made by the Governor of New-France ; 

In consideration of which, and of the decree of the State Council of the 11th July 
1711, registered at the Superior Council of New France on the 5th December 1712 
and also the attestation of Father St. Pe, Jesuit and missionary in the above 
mentioned country, dated 13th July 1728 which certifies that it is to his knowledge, 
according to the uniform report of several travellers and also by letter, that the said 
Robert Germain died at Louisiana in 1722, and also considering that it is proved that 
the said Bx)bert Germain never resided upon the land {tenir feu ct lieu) nor paid any 
rent and that he did not cultivate the said land, otherwise than by cutting down about 
an acre o£ wood which is now grown up in brush. 

We ordain that the said land, from this day, shall belong to the domain of the said 
seigniory, in consequence of the said Robert Germain having failed to reside thereon 
{tenir feu et lieu) in conformity with ^e said decree of the State Council, and we 
declare the deeds and other writings, which njay have been given him by the said 
iate Sieur Robineau or his ancestors, granting him the said land, null and void. 

We fiirther ordain that, in consequence of the present reunion, the said seigniors 
or their heirs, shall have the right to rcconcede the said land in conformity with the 
decree of the State Council of the 11th July 1711, and also that pursuant to the said 
decree the new grantee ehall be bound to reside {tenir feu et lieu) upon the said 
land within the year, and shall also commence to clear and cultivate within the 
same period, in default of which we declare the deeds which may be given of the 
said land to be null and void from this day, the whole in obedience to the inten- 
tions and will of the King explained in the said decree of his State Coimcil. 

We expressly forbid any body from hindering in any manner the person to whom 
the said seigniors may again give a grant of the said land, from taking possession 
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of the same under pain of becoming responsible for damages and interest tlierdbr 
towards both the seigniors and new grantee. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at our residence in Quebec, the 14th July 1728. 

Signed, DUPUY. 



[Ordinance of 1728, No. 15, Folio 26. j 

Ordinance prohibiting tJtetieur Hamelin, seignior of St. Charle9-deM-Roche» de$ Grm^ 
dines, from disturbing the sieur Nicolas Rivard, inhabitant of his seigniory^ in ik 
possession and enjoyment of a farm tchich he ha>s sold to him, a» accowU eftke 
right of ^fishing, under pain of all costs, damages and interests. 

Claude Thomas Duput, &c. 

Between Nicolas Rivard, inhabitant of Grondines, plaintiff personally present, «il 
sieur Jacques Amelin, proprietor of the seigniory of St. Charles des Roches des Gf» 
dines, defendant, also personally present, of the other part, and after the said Bival 
had stated to us, that he had bought from the said sieur Amelin a lot of land, sitaH 
in the said seigniory of St. Charles des Roches, of three arpents in £ront by fin^a 
depth, according to the deed passed before Normandin, royal notaiy, the 11th Augiit 
1722, in which it is stated that the said lot shall be bounded towards the north-east V} 
the said sieur Amelin, towards the south-west by Frangois Dubois, in front by the nfff 
St. Lawrence, and in the rear by the said depth, with right of fishing and huntings die 
said vendor mcJiing over to the purchaser all rights of property in the soil, seizin and 
possession, which he might have or pretend to have upon the said three acres, being 
willing that he be put in possession and enjoyment of the same, by means of these pre- 
sents ; the said sale made subject to the charge of forty-five sols and three capons, of 
rente foTiciere, not redeemable, and three sols of cens, and also for and in consideration 
of the sum of two thousand oue hundred and seventy-five livres, which he has paid to 
the said sieiu- Amelin. 

That notwitstanding the said sale was made without any reserve on the part of die 
sieur Amelin upon the said three acres of land, he nevertheless pretends to have a 
right of possession upon the frontage of the said land, contrary to the conditions and tenor 
of the said deed of sale ; and as the said Rivard has a small clump of trees upcm the 
front of his land, among which are some maple trees, the said sieur Amelin taps them, 
notwithstanding the frequent notices given him by Rivard to abstain from taking Us 
property, and as the said sieur Amelin has not paid any attention thereto, he^ RiYaid 
has been under the necessity of bringing his complaint before us, and praying us to 
command the said sieur Amelin to leave him in the peaceable enjoyment of his land, 
and to forbid him, from henceforth, to make any claim upon the frontage of the said 
three acres of land, to which he has the entire right of property, not being bounded 
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Otherwise than by tlie river St. Lawrence, and consequently the owner of every thing 
comprised vnthin those limits as far as the edge of the said river, under pain of all 
costs, damages and interest. 

To which the said sieur Amelin replied, that by his deed, he had only sold forty 
acres in depth, and that if the said Rivard wished to enjoy the possession of the front 
of the said land, he must begin to take the said depth from low water mark, otherwise 
he was under the impression that he had a right to dispose of the surplus which might 
be upon the said front, and which was not included within the said forty acres, as he 
deemed fit. 

To this, the said Rivard again answered that his boundary had been marked out in 
the presence and with the consent of the said sieur Amelin ; that it is from that point 
that his depth must begin, and consequently from there that his frontage must 
start, and go to low water mark ; that this frontage has been left open to all the 
inhabitants; not only of Grondines, but of all the coimtry, as a useless beach that is 
covered with water or dry as the tides rise and fall ; that the inhabitants have never 
been bounded but by the highest water mark, all the remainder being what is called 
their frontage; that the idea of the sieur Amelin is not warrantable, for if the inhabi- 
tants were bounded by low water mark, more than half would not possess any thing, 
there being many places where there are three miles of beach, but that the genercd 
rale in relation to lands having a beach in front, is to take the boundary frx)m the high- 
est spring and fall tides, and also to give them possession of the beach, as otherwise it 
would be useless to insert the following clause in the deeds between the seigniors and 
the inhabitants, that they grant them the right of fishing, supposing they have a right 
to do BO, of disposing of and re-selling the frontage which may have been already con- 
ceded to them by their deeds ; that certainly the sieur Amelin is the first in the coun- 
try who has had a like difiiculty ; that he, Rivaled, can also say, without going beyond 
proper boimds, that he has bought this land twice over, since he pays annually the 
same rente fondere, not redeemable, as the othe inhabitants, and has also paid to the 
said sieur Amelin two thousand one hundred and seventy-five livres, without possess- 
ing more rights or privileges than another. 

To this the sieur Amelin answered, that if the land was thus sold to him, it was on 
account of its being cleared and cultivated. 

We, having examined the deed of sale by the sieur Amelin to Rivard, by which the 
sieur Amelin makes over to the said Rivard all rights of property, yJmcZ, tres-fonds and 
possession which he might have, or pretend to have, upon the said three acres of land 
so sold, without in any manner reserving or retaining any thing thereon. 

That by the said deed, it is stated that the said three acres of land are bounded to- 
wards the north-east bj the land of the said sieur Amelin, towards the south-west 
by Fran9ois Dubois, in front by the river St. Lawrence and in rear by the said depth, 
with the right of fishing and hunting : 

We prohibit the said sieur Amelin, under pain of all costs, damages and interest 
from henceforth disturbing the said Rivard in the entire and perfect enjoyment of the 



142 

said three acres of land in firont by fortj in depth, according to his deed of sale, which 
depth of forty acres will be taken and commence at the old boundary which was pla- 
ced by and known to the said gieur Amelin, and which has always been and still is to- 
day, looked upon as the established boundary, fr-'in which as far as low water mark 
shall be the frontasre of the said land, and bevoud which bour,dr.r\- the scid Rivard 
shall enjoy all the ground that may Ik? found, as far as the river, the said sleur Amelin 
not having made any reserve upon the beach which forms, as it were, a stepping stone 
to rivers. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Made at oiu: residence, at Quebec, the fifteenth day of July, one thousand seven 
hundred and twenty^ight. 

(Signed) DLTPX7\-. 



[Qrd. of 1728, No. 16, Folio 2.] 

JSocecution agaijist one Brissan, miller of the seigniory of St. Pierre, condemning kim to 
a^ne of five livres, witJi costs and expenscsjfur having rifused to ohcy Hie ordinafta 
of the 10 fh July last, enjoining him to return to the sieur de la P trade th 
grain andfiour seized in his possession, belonging to the cure and inkahitoMU of ike 
seigniory of Ste. Anns (Laperade,) 

Claude Thomas Dupuy, &c. 

Upon the complaint to us made by the sieur de la Perade, an officer in the troops of 
this country, that one Brisson, miller in the seigniory of St. Pierre, has refused obe- 
dience to our ordinance of the tenth of July, ordering him to give up the grain and 
flour seized in his hands, to the said sieur de la Perade, according to the menioraiiduffl 
he gave us, upon receipt of which he would be discharged therefrom. 

Seeing also the notice given to the said Brisson, at the request of the said sieur de 
la Perade, by Rouillard St. Cyr, royal bailiff, on the eleventh of this month, who read 
our said ordinance to him, and presented the receipt of the said sieur de la Perade, in 
presence of two witnesses, to which he refused to submit. 

We do order the said Brisson, upon the first demand that shall be made him by the 
said sieur de la Perade, to return the twenty bushels of wheat or flour which he de- 
clared he had in his possession, belonging as well to the rector as to the inhabitants of 
the said seigniory of Ste. Anne, by reason whereof we have declared the present or- 
dinance executory against him, in virtue whereof he will be compelled to restore the 
said effects, in like manner as a guardian or depositary of effects seized under legal 
process, on pain of arrost and injprisonment; we condemn him to the payment of all 
the costs which may be incurred in the premises, and to the payment of all damages* 
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a8'"the same shall be ascertained by arbitration, and in a fine of five livres, by reason of 
his disobedience, payable to the parish of the said seigniory of Ste. Anne, the recovery 
of which fine^shall^be made by the church-warden of the said parish, who shall be res- 
ponsible for^the same, in his own private name. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, in our residence, the 20th August 1728. 

(Signed) DUPUY. 



[Ord. from 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Folio 4.J 

OrdifuiTice proJiibiting all persons from molesting the sieur Sarrazin and his associates f 
as well in respect of the working of a quarry of slate^ as in respect of the cod fisheries 
in his seigniory, 

Giles Hocquart, &c. 

Upon the petition presented to us, by the sieur Sarrazin, acting as well for himself 
as for his co-heirs, proprietors of the lands and seigniories of the river de la Magde- 
laine, Grande Valine and Anse des Etang, situate on the south shore of the river St. 
Lawrence, at a distance of one hundred leagues from this town, by which he sets forth 
tiiaty wilii a view of complying with the intentions of His Majesty, upon the discovery 
made last year of a quairy of slate at Grand Etang aforesaid, confirmation of the ex- 
istence of ifduch has been obtained from the mechanic sent there this spring, he has 
fhrmed a co-partnership with the sieurs Lepage and Riou, proprietors of the lands and 
seigniories of Eimousquy and Trois-Pistolles, for the working, in the ensuing spring, 
of this quarry of slate, and inasmuch as there are fisheries in that place, where codfish 
is cau^t every year, and moreover he, the said sieur Sarrazin, in his quality afore- 
saidy having an establishment there since several years, some individuals, under the 
provisions of the admiralty laws, might, as the first discoverers, equip vessels to come 
there, under pretence of fishing, and working the said quarry of slate, and thereby dis- 
turb him in the working of the said quarry and in the enjoyment of the said fishing 
ground; in which he has engaged with his said partners, a thing which occurred in 
1725, and was regulated by Mr. Begon, the then intendant, by his ordinance of the 
10th May of the said year; — Requesting us thereupon to prohibit all persons of any 
quality, from disturbing him or his associates in the enjoyment of the fishing ground and 
dependencies which they have and ought to have in the said places, for the permanent 
fishing operations had there for a number of years, and from even setting there before 
they have taken possession of the extent of ground necessary for the proper working 
of the quarry, of which quarry the said sieur Sarrazin is the sole proprietor. 

Thereupon having considered, and seeing the ordinance of Mr. Begon, formerly in- 
tendant in this country, dated the 10th May 1725, ordering that the sieur Gastin, hav- 
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ing the same rights as those of the said sieur Sarrazin, should alone eqoy the fisheries 
of the Grand Etang, and of the river Magdelaine, and as to the Grrande- Valine des 
Monts-Notre-Dame, the said sieur Gastin should only fish thereats with bait, and have 
the smoking and drying apparatus necessary for smoking and drying the fish be mi^ 
catbh with seven boats, and should give up the rest for the fishing operations of tlie 
sieur Peyre, the defendant in the matter. 

We forbid all and every person or persons, of any rank or quality, to disturb the 
said sieur Sarrazin, or his associates in the choice they have made in the said places 
for their fishing operations, or to settle in the place until after they shall have taken 
the extent of ground they may want, or fiirther to disturb them and interfere in the 
working of the quarry of slate belonging to the said sieur Saraazin, on pain against 
the contravening parties of a fine of fifty livres, and of a greater penalty if thought 
fit. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, this 14th October 1729. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. fi-ora 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Polio 34.] 

Ordinance which declares tJiat the inhabitants of the seigniory of Bdlechasse hawkA 
tlmr lands, and that Hie said lands shall he re-united to tJie domain of the M 
seigniory, w/Uess they reside on the same mthin the time prescribed by the sad 
ordinance, and whiclb orders that the said ordinance be read at the door of ^ 
church of the said seigniory. 

GlLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Upon the petition to us presented by the Sieur Nicolas Blaise de Rigauville, Esquire 
seignior of Bellechasse, a lieutenant in the troops kept up in this country for the King's 
service, assistant major of the city and government of Quebec^ stating that he had for seve- 
ral years conceded lands,in the fief and seigniory of Bellechasse, to a nimiber of persons 
who have taken no steps to reside thereon and to improve the same, although lliey had 
undertaken to do so, within a year and a day, by their deeds of concession, and as 
they are boimd to do by virtue of the decree of the King's council of the 6tb July 1711i 
which decree has been sufiiciently made known in the said seigniory of Bellechasse by 
the publication the petitioner has caused to be made thereof at the door of the paro- 
chial church of the said place, ailer divine service of the forenoon, the 7th June 1718, 
by Meschin a bailifi^ which said neglect is contrary to the intentions of His Majesty, 
and prejudicial to the interests of the said Sieur de Rigauyille and to the other inhabi- 
tants who have settled in the said seigniory ; praying, the said Sieur de Rigauville, 
that we may be pleased to order the said inhabitants, within such delay as may be 
thought proper, to comply with the said decree of the King's council and vrith their 
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delay, tho said lands bo taken from them and re-united at once to tlie domain of the 
said petitioner, to bo by him again granted to whom ho pleases. 

Having seen the said petition, the decree of the King's council of tho Gth July 1711, 
the certificate of publication made thereof by tho said Meschin, and upon the whole 
deliberated. 

We have ordered and do hereby order that, from the day of the publication of the 
present ordinance to the 10th day of the month of November, and without further 
delay, all the inhabitants who have taken grants in the said seigniory of Bellechassc, 
fihall be boimd to reside thereupon, conformably with the decree of His Majesty's 
council of the 6th July 1711, in default whereof, and after the expiration of the said 
delay, we declare them to have forfeited all right of property in the said lands, which 
we will reunite to the domain of tho said Sieur de Rigauville, upon the production by 
him of the certificate of the rector of tho said parish of Bellechasso and of the captain 
of militia, to the efiect that the said inhabitants have failed to reside upon their said 
l€uids (tenirfeu et lieu), as it is enjoined by the said decree of His Majesty's council. 

The present ordinance shall be read, published and posted up at the church door of 
the said seigniory, after morning service in the parish, and shall be by the said Sieur 
de Rigauville signified to every one of his tenants affected by the same, in order that 
they may be made acquainted with the effect thereof. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done- in our residence at Quebec, on the twentieth day of January one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. {torn 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Folio 77.J 

Ordifumce by which I/mis Durand and Nicolas Iluyot dit Saint-Laurent , and oUwrSj 
infwbitants oj the seigniory of TUly^ are declared to have forfeited their 'proper ties, 
and the same re-united to the domain of the said seigniory^ in default of their 
residing upon the same vdthin the delay prescribed by these presents, and whidt, 
orders the reading of the said ordinance at the church door of the said seigniory. 

GlLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Upon the petition presented to us by the Sieur Charles Le Gardeur, Esquire, an 
officer in the naval force in this country, acting as well for himself as for. his mother, 
the widow of the late Sieur Pierre Noel Le Gardeur, Esquire, a captain in the same 
service, seignior of Tilly and of Bonsecours, setting forth that, v/ithin the last eight 
years, they have granted several lands to different individuals, and particularly to Louis 
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Durand and Nicolas Huyot dit ^ain^Lau^ent, now absent, who have not as yet taken 
any means of residing upon their grants and of improving the same, although thereunto 
obliged, by the provisions of the decree in council of the 6th July 1711, which has been 
duly published in all the seigniories of the colony, which neglect, independently of ita 
being contrary to the intentions of His Majesty, is prejudicial to the interests of the peti- 
tioners and of the inhabitants of lands in the neighborhood of the lands that are uninha- 
bited, and not cleared or improved, as weD by reason of the proprietors of such lands 
not contributing their portion of labor necessary to the maintenance of the church, the 
parsonage house and the roads, as by reason of the seigniors being deprived of their 
right of toll upon grain (droit de mouture), which all the inhabitants are bound to pay, 
and of their default to give their neighbors the necessary clearing; praying that we 
may be pleased to appoint a certain delay within which such individuals shall be bound 
to comply with the said decree in council, under penalty of forfeiture of the right of 
property of the lands granted them as aforesaid, which shall be re-united to the domain 
of the said seigniory to be conceded anew. 

Seeing the said petition signed " Le Gardeur," the decree in council of the 6th Jdj 
1711, the certificates of the rector and of the captain of militia of the said seigniory of 
Tilly, by which it appears that the said inhabitants above named have not resided upon 
their said lands, and having thereupon considered: 

We have ordered and do hereby order that, from this day to the festival of & 
Martin, and no later, the said Louis Durand and Nicolas Huyot, and all others y/rho 
have taken lands in the said seigniory of Tilly, shall be bound to reside upon and im- 
prove the same, in conformity with His Majesty's decree in coimcil above dated, in 
default whereof and after the expiration of the period above fixed, we shall dedaie 
them to have forfeited all right of property in the said lands, and we shall reunite ikb 
same to the domain of the said seigniory of Tilly, upon the production by the said Si^or 
Le Gardeur and wife of fresh certificates of the rector and captain of militia, to the effect 
that the said inhabitants have neglected to reside upon their said lands within the delay 
we have, by favor, granted them, to comply with His Majesty's said decree in counciL 

The present ordinance shall be read, published and posted up at the church door of 
the said seigniory, after morning service of the next ensuing Sunday, and served, at the 
instance of the said Le Gardeur and wife, upon the said Louis Durand, Nicolas Huyot 
and other inhabitants affected by the same, in order that they may not be ignorant of 
the contents thereof, certificates of which publication and service shall be produced 
before us, together with the said certificates of the rector and captain of militia, to be 
thereupon proceeded to the reunion of the said lands; if the same should be necessaiy. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the first day of April one thousand seven hundred and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



147 

[Ord. from 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Polio 83.J 

Ordinance obliging the widow andheirs Ganthier^ and other inhabitantSf to take title$ 
from the Sieur TrevMof^^ seignior of EbaulementSf mbject to the same dutrges 
as those mentioned in the ordinance of Monsieur Begon of the l%th of April 1713, 

andseth forth in these presents, under penalty of re-^inion to the domain of the said 
seignior, 

GiLLES HOCQUART, ftc 

Upon the viad voce request made to us by the Sieur Tremblay, touching several of 
the inhabitants of his seigniory of Eboulements, who refuse to take titles from him for 
lands which he has granted them, and more particularly touching the widow and heirs 
of the late Louis Gronthier, who are in possession of a lot land in the said seigniory, 
of six arpents in front by forty in depth, which forms part of a lot of twelve arpents 
heretofore possessed by the said late Louis Gronthier, one half whereof was re-united 
to the domain of the said Sieur Tremblay by the or(finance of Mr. Begon of the 18th 
April 1713; the said Tremblay praying that we may be pleased to compel the said 
widow and heirs to take a title for the said land of six arpents, conformably to the said 
ordinaace, that is to say at the rate of 20 sols and a capon by each arpent, or forty sols 
without capons, at the option of the said Sieur Tremblay, and 1 sol of cens for the said 
mx aipenlB. 

Seeing the said petition, and the whole being considered, we do hereby order that 
llieMd widow and heirs Gronthier shall be held to take a title from the said Sieur 
TreaUtsji for the said land of six arpents which they hold from him, at the rate and 
moooi£agto the terms of the said ordinance of Monsieur Begon of the 18th April 1713, 
onder penalty, in de&ult thereof, of the reunion of the said land of six arpents to the 
domain of the said Sieur Tremblay, which reunion shall likewise take place in respect 
of the other inhabitants of the said Sieur Tremblay, who shall refuse to take titles for 
their lands. 

Thvi ordered, &6. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-second day of April one thousand seven hundred 
and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



146 

Durand and Nicolas Hoyot dit Sain^LatlTent, now absent^ who have not as yet taken 
any means of residing upon their grants and of improving the same, although thereunto 
obKged, by the provisions of the decree in council of the 6th July 1711, which has been 
duly published in all the seigniories of the colony, which neglect, independently of its 
being contrary to the intentions of His Majesty, is prejudicial to the interests of the peti- 
tioners and of the inhabitants of lands in the neighborhood of the lands that are uninha- 
bited, and not cleared or improved, as weD by reason of the proprietors of such lands 
not contributing their portion of labor necessary to the maintenance of the church, the 
parsonage house and the roads, as by reason of the seigniors being deprived of their 
right of toll upon grain {droit de moutiire)^ which all the inhabitants are bound to pay, 
and of their default to give their neighbors the necessary clearing; praying that we 
may be pleased to appoint a certain delay vdthin which such individuals shall be bound 
to comply wdth the said decree in council, under penalty of forfeiture of the right of 
property of the lands granted them as aforesaid, which shall be re-united to the domain 
of the said seigniory to be conceded anew. 

Seeing the said petition signed " Le Gardeur,'' the decree in council of the 6th Jalj 
1711, the certificates of the rector and of the captain of militia of the said seigniory of 
Tilly, by which it appears that the said inhabitants above named have not resided opflQ 
their said lands, and having thereupon considered : 

We have ordered and do hereby order that, from this day to the festival of 8l 
Martin, and no later, the said Louis Durand and Nicolas Huyot, and all othens yfAo 
have taken lands in the said seigniory of Tilly, shall be bound to reside upon and im- 
prove the same, in conformity with His Majesty's decree in coimcil above dated, in 
default whereof and after the expiration of the period above fixed, we shall dedue 
them to have forfeited all right of property in the said lands, and we shall reunite te 
same to the domain of the said seigniory of Tilly, upon the production by the said Sieor 
Le Grardeur and wife of fresh certificates of the rector and captain of militia, to the effect 
that the said inhabitants have neglected to reside upon their said lands v^rithin the delay 
we have, by favor, granted them, to comply vdth His Majesty's said decree in counciL 

The present ordinance shall be read, published and posted up at the church door of 
the said seigniory, after morning service of the next ensuing Sunday, and served, at the 
instance of the said Le Grardeur and wife, upon the said Louis Durand, Nicolas Huyot 
and other inhabitants affected by the same, in order that they may not be ignorant of 
the contents thereof, certificates of which publication and service shall be produced 
before us, together with the said certificates of the rector and captain of militia, to be 
thereupon proceeded to the reunion of the said lands, if the same should be necessaiy. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the first day of April one thousand seven hundred and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Ori from 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Polio 83.J 

Ordinance obliging the wtdow andhevn ChniMer^ and other inhabitants^ to take titles 
from the Sieur TrerMayy seignior of EboulementSf subfect to the same dutrges 
€Ls those mentioned in the ordinance of Monsieur Begon of the l%th ofAprd 1713, 

andseth forth in these presents, under penalty of re-^inion to the domain of ^ said 
seignior, 

GiLLES HOCQUART, ftc 

Upon the viifA voce request made to us by the Sieur Tremblay, touching several of 
the inhabitants of his seigniory of Eboulements, who refuse to take titles from him for 
lands which he has granted them, and more particularly touching the widow and heirs 
of the late Louis Gronthier, who are in possession of a lot land in the said seigniory, 
of six arpents in front by forty in depth, which forms part of a lot of twelve arpents 
heretofore possessed by the said late Louis Gronthier, one half whereof was re-united 
to the domain of the said Sieur Tremblay by the ordQinance of Mr. Begon of the 18th 
April 1713; the said Tremblay praying that we may be pleased to compel the said 
widow and heirs to take a title for the said land of six arpents, conformably to the said 
ordinaace, that is to say at the rate of 20 sols and a capon by each arpent, or forty sols 
without capons, at the option of the said Sieur Tremblay, and 1 sol ofcens for the said 
mx aipents. 

Seeing the said petition, and the whole bdng considered, we do hereby order that 
the wad widow and heirs Gronthier shall be held to take a title from the said Sieur 
TvanUaf^ for the said land of six arpents which they hold frt)m him, at the rate and 
aooostdiiiigto the terms of the said ordinance of Monsieur Begon of the 18th April 1713, 
wmdar paultjf in default thereof, of the reunion of the said land of six arpents to the 
domain of the said Sieur Tremblay, which reunion shall likewise take place in respect 
of the other inhabitants of the said Sieur Tremblay, who shall refuse to take titles for 
their lands. 

Thvi ordered, &6. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-second day of April one thousand seven hundred 
■nd thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Ord. from 1729 to 1730, No. 17, Folio 114.] 

Ordinance c(mfirm,mg a former ordinance of Mr, Begon of the 25th July 1723, proU- 

hibiting the sieurs Marcot and Chastenay^ inhabitants of the barony of Portneufy 

from molesting the sicur Crois-iUe, seignior and proprietor of the sanUy in the 

enjoyment of the rigid of fishing which he Juts in front of their lands f under penalty 

of ajine of five livres, tcith damages, interest and costs. 

Gjlles Hocquart, &c. 

Upon the complaint made to us, by the sienr do CroisiUe, an officer in His Ma- 
jesty's troops in this country, proprietor of the lands and barony of Portneuf, against 
Henry Marcot and Jean Baptisto Chastenay, his tenants at Portneuf aforesaid, repre- 
senting that notwithstanding the ordinance of Mr. Begon, heretofore intendant in this 
country, dated the 25th of July 1723, ordering that the said sieur Croisille shall con- 
tinue to enjoy, as his predecessors have always done before him, the right of fishing in 
front of the land conceded by him to Jean Frangois Marcot, not having specifically 
granted that right, the said Croisille having nevertheless consented that the said Mar- 
cot and Chastenay, should enjoy the right of fishing as aforesaid, during two years 
only, upon payment by them of five barrels of Eels per annum ; nevertheless the said 
Marcot and Chastenay pretend that they have the said right of fishing without the 
permission of the said Croisille, to whom they have latterly refused to pay the said 
five barrels of Eels, and have even gone so far as to treat him disrespectfully, and to 
use insult towards him, upon the occasion of his having personally gone to them to re- 
quest the payment of the arrears due for the past years, which has induced the said 
Croisille, proprietor of the said right of fishing, to let the same to one Ren^ CuiHerie 
and to one Jean Baptiste Groleau, by a paper writing, setting forth the conditions d 
such lease, bearing date the 26th January last ; upon which complaint we have caused 
an order to be served upon the said Henry Marcot and Jean Baptiste Chastenay, to 
appear before us, and after having heard their defence, and upon their admission that 
they had refused to pay the said four barrels of Eels ; seeing the said ordinance of Mr. 
Begon of the 25th July 1723, and having considered upon the whole : 

We do hereby order that the said ordinance shall be executed according to its tenor 
and effect, and in consequence that the said sieur Croisille shall continue to enjoy the 
right of fishing in front of the said land, which at present belongs to the said Henry 
Marcot and Jean Baptiste Chastenay, as being in the stead and place of Jean Francois 
Marcot, to whom the same was granted by the sieur Robineau, in the same manner as 
the predecessors of the said Croisille have always enjoyed the said right. 

We do hereby expressly prohibit the said Marcot, Chastenay and all others from mo- 
lesting the said Croisille, or those to whom he has let the said right of fishing, in the 
works and setting of nets which they may deem proper for the enjoyment of the said 
right. 

We likewise prohibit the said Marcot and Chastenay from fishing upon the extent 
of groimd, from low water mark to the boundary of their lands in front, going towards 
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the depth of the same ; the said right of fishing to extend from the north-east line of 
the said Chastenay up to the fishing establishment of Simon Fronay, under a penalty 
against the said Marcot and Chastenay, should they be guilty of contravention to oiir 
present ordinance, of a fine of ten livres, and of all damages, interest and costs to- 
wards the said sieur Croisille, or those who hold under him. 

We further order that our present ordinance shall be served upon the said Marcot 
and Chastenay, by the captain of militia upon the spot, who shall certify such service 
upon the said ordinance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 2nd of July 1730. 

(Signed) HQCQUART. 



[Qrd. of 1793, No. 18, Folio 8.] 

Ordinance which, v/pon the representation of the seigniors of Isle Jesus, adpiges that their 
tCTumts shall pay their rents in live capons, or twenty sols for ea€h capon, at the op- 
turn of the said seigniors and not of the said tenants » 

GiLLSS HOCQUART, &C. 

Upon the representations made to us, by the seigniors of Isle J^sus that the inhabi- 
tants of theisaid Island, whose deeds of concession set forth that they shall pay their 
fieignional rents in live capons or twenty sols for each capon, at the option of the said 
seignions, re^e to abide by the choice made by the seigniors, pretending to choose for 
themselves and to pay in capons. 

Having due regard to such representations, we do order that, in compliance with 
the terms of the said deed, the said seigniors shall have the right of choosing whether 
iJlieir rents shall be paid them in money or in capons, as they may deem proper. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the twenty-seventh of Jime, dne thousand seven himdred and 
iiirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Qrd. of 1739, No. 18, Folio 8.] 

Ordifuince confirming the ordinance of Meurs. Raudott ths Mer and the youmgeTf of the 
26tk June 1707 and 11th June 1709» hofnologating the report of Mr. BjoknAw^ 
and enjoining Jean Lamoureux and others f inhabitanti of the seigniory of B(m- 
chervUle, to fence in the common^ under penalty of a fine of ten Uores agauut eontm- 
vening parties, 

GiLLES HOCUUART, &C. 

Upon the petition presented to us, by Adrien Lamoureux, an inhabitantof Tlsle Ste. 
Marguerite, seigniory of Varenne, praying, for the causes therein set forth, that we maj 
be pleased to order that the ordinances of Messrs. Raudot, the elder and the yom^, 
heretofore intendants in this country, dated the 26th June 1707 and 11th June 1709, 
shall be executed, and to homologate the report of Mr. Raimbault, the deputy of Vb, 
Dupuy, also an intendant in this country, of the 9th June 1727, by which said 0!r£- 
nances the inhabitants of Boucherville are prohibited firom allowing their hogs to goat 
large, and are enjoined to fence in the common opposite the land of the petidooer; 
and the said Lamoureux having represented to us, that Jean Lamoureux, his hrodier, 
and several other inhabitants, have paid no kind of regard either to the ordinancncf 
the said Messrs. Raudot, or to the report of the said Mr. Raimbault, the said Adiui 
Lamoureux praying we may be pleased to fine those who have not obeyed the saMk 
to all which due regard ought to be had, inasmuch as the said Lamoureux suflfors oooi- 
derable damage therefrom. 

We have therefore ordered that the ordinances of Messrs. Raudot shall be SaBj a* 
ecuted ; we homologate the report of Mr. Raimbault, to the end that it may be Mj 
carried out ; we further order that the said Jean Lamoureux and others, inluthitafltt of 
the said seigniory, shall immediately fence in the said common, where it abuts i^ 
the said Adrien Lameureux, under penalty of a fine of ten livres, payable to the sail 
Adiien Lamoureux. 

We require the captain and other ofiicers of nulitia to serve the present ordinanee 
upon the said Jean Lamoureux, and to publish the same after divine service in drd 
morning. 

Done at Montreal, in our residence, the twenty-seventh of June one thousand seien 
hundred and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Ordce. o£ 1730, No. 18, FoUo 34.] 

'iUnance requiring all the inhabitants of the seigniories of BouchenriUe and cf Mof^ 
ta/rviUey to eaMbit^ toithin three months from the date of the laU ptddicationy to 
the Sieur Bouchery their seignior, the location tickets anddeeds of concession of the 
lands in their possession in Ike said seigniories, and these who ha/ve none to take 
them taUMn the same period, 

IL.LES HoCQUARTy &C. 

Upon the representation made to ub by the Sieur Pierre Boucher, Esquire, seignior 
' Boucherville and of Montarville, that since the ordinance rendered by Monsieur de 
hampigny, the thirtieth of August one thousand seven hundred, setting forth that those 
ho possess lands in the seigniory of Boucherville should be bound to exhibit to the 
te Sieur Boucher, their seignior, upon All Saints Day then next ensuing, the titles 
* concession and location tickets which he had granted them, and that those to whom 
) had granted deeds should be bound to furnish him with copies of the same duly 
mxpaxed ; that once the last mentioned period very few of the inhabitants had com- 
ied with the said ordinance, that since the decease of the said Boucher the elder, 
le last srignior, none of the said inhabitants had exhibited to the said petitioner the 
ties in virtue of which they possess the lands which they have in the said seigniory, 
\ tliey are obliged to do at each change of seignior under the Custom, that there are 
Kme among the said inhabitants that have no deeds, which prevents the petitioner fix)m 
rooeeding to the completion of his rent-roll (papier-terrier) , of the said seigniory, and 
soertain the extent of ground possessed by the said inhabitants and the rents, cem 
t rentes^ due by them ; wherefore he has prayed we may be pleased to give such 
xdor as say be necessary in the premises. 

Having due regard to the petition of the said Sieur Boucher, we have ordered and 
o lieidby order, that within three months from the day of the third publication of 
le present ordinance, and no later, all the inhabitants of the said seigniories of Bou- 
berville and of Montarville shall be bound to produce and to exhibit to the said Sieur 
•oucher, the location tickets, deeds of concession and other titles of the lands which 
ley possess in the said seigniories, of which deeds and ti^es they will be bound to 
imish to the said Sieur Boucher a copy duly compared by the notary of the 
lace. 

We further order that such of the said inhabitants as have no titles of their lands, 
lall be held, within the same delay, to take such titles, in default whereof they may 
3 compelled so to do by legal means, the present ordinance shall be published in the 
xmstomed manner during three consecutive Sundays. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal the fourteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
drty. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 
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[Onlcc. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 35.) 

Ordinance condemning Etienne Dumay^ Jean Lesueur and BaptisU Pcirier to pay 
to Nicola;i Baudier^ priest, a?id Demoiselle Louise Boucher ^ his sister y the cens et 
rentes of the lands conceded to Hiem by tcay cfconstituts^ together ttith the ofrears 
thereof up to this day, 

GiLLES HOCQCART, &C. 

Upon the representation to us made by the Sieur Rene Boucher de la Peniere, 
captain of a company of the detachment of marine, in the name and as the attorney 
of Sieur Nicolas Boucher, priest, rector of the parish of St. Jean in the Isle d^Qrleass, 
and of Dlle Louise Boucher, his brother and sister, that Etienne Dumaj, Jean Lesueur 
and Baptiste Poirier have for a long time refused to pay to the said Sieur and DQe 
Boucher the cens et rentes of the lands conceded to them and the arrears oiconstitvls 
granted by them in favor of the said Sieur and DUe Boucher, praying that such order 
may be made in the premises as may be thought proper ; 

The parties being heard and every thing considered, we have ordered and do onler 
that the said Etienne Dumay, Jean Lesueur and Baptiste Poirier shall imme&tely 
pay to the said Sieur and Dlle Boucher, the ceiis et rentes due by them to this d&y 
together with the arrears and rentes owing by them for the constituts consented! 
favor of the said Sienr and Dlle Boucher, which cejis et rentes seigneuriaZes and r^xfts 
constituees they shall continue to pay regularly for the future. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the fourteenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty. 

Signed, HOCCtUART. 



[Qrdce. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 39.] 

Ordinance enjoining the inhabitants of the seigniory of BelosU and barony of lanr 
gueuil, to eoMrit, vnthin three months from the last publication cf tfds ordinanct^ 
to Charles Lemoine, haron of Longueuil, tJudr seigniory the location tickets and 
deeds af concession of the lands they hold in the said seigniory and barony y and 
tlwse wlw have none to take them vnthin the same dday. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Upon the representation to us made by Charles Lemoino, baron of Longueuil and 
seignior of Beloeil, that since the death of the late Baron of Longueuil, his father, 
none of the inhabitants of- the said seigniories have exhibited to him the titles in virtue 
of which they enjoy their lands in the said seigniories, as all tenants are bound to do at 
each mutation, according to the Custom of Paris followed in this country ; that some of 



^e inhabitants hccve no deeds^ which prevents the petitioner from going on with the 
completion of the rent-rolls, papiers4erriers, of the said seigniories, and knowing what 
quantity of land each inhabitant holds, and what cens et rentes are due by him, where- 
fore he prays us to afford him a remedy in the premises; 

There&re, we have ordered and do hereby order, that within three months from 
the last publication of the present ordinance, all the inhabitants of the barony of Lon- 
gueuil, and seigniory of Beloeil, shall be bound to exhibit t6 the baron of Longueuil 
die location tickets and deeds of concession and other titles to the lands h^d by them 
4a the said seigniories* and to fiimidi copies of the said deeds and contracts. 

We further ordain that all the inhabitants who have no deeds of their lands, shall be 
bound to take lliem within the same delay, under pain of being forced to do it by law 
and by the reunion of their lands to the domain of the seignior, which said ordinance 
Aall be published in the usual manner during three consecutive Sundays, so that no 
lx>dy shall be ignorant thereof 

Thus ordered, &c^ 
. Done at Montreal, the seventeenth day 6f July, one thousand seven hundr^ and 



Signed. HOCQUART. 



[Ordinance of 1730, No. 18, foUo 44.] 

ChxUnance prohibiting the inhabitants of the seigniories of the Dame de Tldersany front 
cuUing toood or ta/pping the maple trees upon the said seigniorips^ taitlunit her 
teavey under a penalty of ttoenty livres against the oj'enders to be paid to the fa^ 
bfique cf the parish of Masai. 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Upon the complaints to Us made by the Dame de tliiersan, that several inhabitants 
have taken upon themselves to cut wood in her seigniories without her leave, and that 
they are injuring the maple trees by tapping them for making sugaxi 

. We prdiibit all the inhabitants of the said seigniories and of the neighbouring sei^ 
gniories from cutting or taking away any wood within the limits of the said seigniories^ 
and tapping any ms^le trees to make sugar, without the leave of the said Dame de 
Thiersan, imder a penalty of twenty livres, in favor of the fabrique of the parish of' 
Masca, to be paid upon the certificate of Father Peter, Recolet, missionary in the 
said parish and of the captain of militia, to whom we look for the due execution of the 
present ordinance, which shall be read and published at the issue of divine service iii 
Oxe morning in the ordinary inamier. 

tliu^ ordered, fcc« 
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Done at Montreal, the nineteenth day of Jtme, one thousand aeren hundred and 

'thirty. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



fOrdce. of 1730, No. 18, foHo 45.J 

Ordinance dllomng the Sieur Jean Louis de Lacorne to ham ike land cf the heirs of 
tlie late Antaine Emery Cavdhe sold to Ift^ highest and last bidder j inasmuch as 
they do not put it under cultivation. 

GiLLES HocatJART, &C. 

Upon the representation to us made by Jean Loma de Lacome, knight, seignior of 
Chaptes, knight of the military order of St. Louis, lieutenant of the King andxxxn- 
mandant of the town and government of Montreal, that in his seigniory of Lacome, 
there is a i^trm of two acres in front by thirty in depth, which has been conceded by die 
late Antoine de Pecaudy, knight, seignior of Contrecoeur, &ther of Dame Manede 
Pccaudy, wife of the petitioner, to one Langoumois who has gone to France sefeani 
years back, and has given the said farm to the late Antoiue Emery Cauddre wbick 
BOW belongs to his children issue of his marriage with Marie Devaux, his first wife, wi 
'of Marianlie Favreau his second wife, who, trusting to each other, do not cultivate the 
same and neglect to pay to the petitioner the cens et rentes owing to him, amonot' 
ing to the sum of one hundred and five livres one sol, according to the memorandum 
given us by the said children and heirs of the said Antoine Emery Caud^re, wherefore 
he prays that the same may be looked into, more particularly, as the said farm is not 
cleared and consequently is detrimental to the neighbotrrs ; in consequence of vdddi 
the said heirs of the said Caudere appearing before us, being heard and having con- 
sented to the sale of the said farm, and everything considered. 

We have ordained and do ordain that the sale of the said farm shall be advertized 
during three consecutive simdays, at the door of the parish churches of Contrecoeur and 
Saint Ours, as being for sale to the highest and last bidder in presence of the Sieoir 
Mignac, rector, and Pierre Mesnard, captain of milida in those parts, so that out of the 
price thereof the said Sieur de Lacome may be paid the sum oi one hundred and fi?e 
livres and one sol, arrears of cens et rentes due to Hm and accrued up to next St. Mar- 
tin's day, and the remainder of the price to be paid by the piH*chaser to the said cap- 
tain of militia, tu be distributed to the widow and heirs of the said Sieur Carad^re^ 
according to the share coming to each, the whole to b^ done in the presence of Ithe said J 
rector and captain of militia* ^ 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the twentieth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
lliirty. 

Signei HOCQtJART; 
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[CML of 17d0, No. 18, FoUo 48.] 

Ordnance wkkh, upon the complaint of the Dame de Ramezay, prohibits the inhabit 
tants of Saurel from sending their grain to be ground elsewhere than at her mill, 
until that/ shall have toaited /ortf/^eight hours at her said milly under penalty of 
ajme of 10 livres to be paid to thefalxrique. 

QlLLES HoCQ0AaT» fcc. 

Upon the complaint made to us by the Dame de Ramezay^that some of die inhabi- 
tants of her seigniory of Saurel do not send, and refuse to send,, their grain to her mill, 
although obliged to do so by their deeds, 

Seeing the regulations upon that subject, made by the superior council of this country, 
we ptohHnt the i^d inliabitants from carrying their grain to be ground elsevrhere than 
at the said mill, under a penalty c^ a fine of 10 livres to be paid to the ^brique of the 
parish ; we only allow them, in case the said mill should not be working and in case 
llteir grain shall not have been ground within twice twenty-four hours after being 
taken to the said mill, to cany ittoeuch mill aa they may diii^ proper.. 

Thus ordered, &c» 

Dcme at Montreal, the twenty-second day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
thiity. 

(Signed): HCXJQUAllT. 



{Qrd. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 49.] ' 

Ordina;nce allomng the Sieur Louis Lepage, of Ste. Claire, seignior of Terrebonne 
(representing the Sieur Daidier Deslafides), to continue his settlements to the 
dqfth of ttoo leagues beyond the depth of his said seigniory, to take out timber and 
make such roads as rtuvy become necessary far the taking out of the same, with 
prohibition to all persons to trouble him. 

Charles Marquis, &c. * 

GiLLES HOCQTTABT, &C. 

Upon the petition presented to us by the Sieur Louis Lepage, of Ste. Claire, seignior 
of Terrebonne, by which he sets forth that he acquired the said seigniory some years 
ago, when it was almost all in forest lands, and that since then he has spent consider- 
able sums which are not yet entirely paid, as well for the clearing of the lands esta- 
blished by him and for those that he has had established throughout the whole of the 
said seigniory, as for the grist and saw mills and churches he has had built, and of which 
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we have a perfect knowledge ; that the petiticmer has made a ccmtract with BSs Ma- 
jesty to fumibh boards and planks of pine and oak for ships, which contract he has i&ith- 
fblly fulfilled up to this time, although at great expense, <m account of the roads he was 
obliged to open through, to the very depth of the forests, so as to draw out the wood 
suitable for such boards andplanke ; that for the purpose of closely following the inten- 
tions of His Majesty, which are that, in this country, his subjects should apply them- 
selves to all kinds of work beneficial to the colony, the petitioner haa undertaken to 
make pitch and tar which require a great quantity of wood'; that the establishments 
opened up to this time, both by himself and his ^enents, to whom he has conceded 
everything he possibly conld, have considerably iitmnished the quantity of dmbor fit 
for sawing and for other contracts entered into by him> so that in aahort time he will 
be unable to meet his e; gajements. 

Wherefore, the said petiUoaer has reqaostdd us, if oonsented to by His Mf^es^, to grant 
him a prolorgation of three leagues upon the depth of his s^gniory of Terrebcmne, bj 
the whole front thereof with tho right of boildix^ "11 and such ^uUs as he shall deem 
necescary for the esfablishment of tHe plac9^ so aa, *u Mime sort, to indemnify himfir 
the large amounts laid oat by him oahis MaMiidnk.ents, and to prevent any odMr 
person fix>m benefittix^ by tho works already begun by him, and which he would vnt 
dare continu3 uzilesa Liidrr a:i assun^ce iif not belx^ disturbed. 

We, not regarding die jaic petition, but sertng &e deed ca concession of the sdl 
seigniory of Terrebonne of two leagues in fironi on the river Jesus, starting on ^ 
north side 1Srom the boundaries of the &rm of L& Chcaaye, by two leagues in deptbr-* 
the said deed given to the Sieur Daulier Beslandes by the old company, on the 23i4 
of December 1673, to whose i?ghts the said Sieur Lepage has succeeded ; and waitiog 
the order of His Majesty, and under his good will and pleasure, we have allowed and 
do allow the said petitioner to continue his settlements to the depth of two leagoeB 
beyond that of his said seigniory, to take out pine and oak timber, and to make socii 
roads as may be necessary for the drawing out of the ^ame, an4 we prohibit all perMQl 
from molesting or disturbing him until the will of His Majesty be known. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, on the twenty-second day of July one thousand seven hundred 
and thirty. 

(Signed) HCX3CIUAET, 



[Ord. of 1730, No. 18, Folio 53.} 

Ordinance tohichj upon Oie representation of the Sieur J. Bte, Boucher^ iteignior of 
CJiamblyy enjoins 39 inhabitants of Hie said seigniory to reside (tenir feu et lieu) 
upon the lands conceded to them in the said seigniory j and to cultivate them urithin 
eight months from this day^ after which time they uiU be reunited to the domain 
of the said seigniory. 

GII.I.ES HoCQUARTy &€. 

Upon the representadon made to us by Jean-Baptbte Boucher, Esquire, seignior 
of Chambly, that he has conceded farms to a number of individuals in his said scig- 
niory, within the last four years, upon which farms they do not reside (ne tiennent m 
feu ni lieu), and have not made any clearance, contrary to the ordinance of His Ma- 
jesty, which, in that case, orders the reunion of the said fiuTUB to the domain of the 
seigniors, upon the certificates of the rectors and captains of militia; also that the 
said inhabitants, £)r the purpose of avoiding such a reunion, and to discharge themr 
. selves from paying the cens et rentes due to the seigniors, transfer their deeds of con- 
cession, <xr prods-verbaux of the boundaries of their ferms, to different persons, which 
afterwards causes contestations and prevents the seigniors from knowing their tenants ; 
the said Sieur Boucher praying us to provide some remedy. 

In consequence of which and seeing the list x)f the names of the said persons to the 
mmber of thirty-nine, to wit : Marianne Le Beau, Lespine, Nicolas Favereau, Michel 
Carbonneau, Andr^ Languedoc, Joseph Labrie, Etienne Petit, Antoine Roy, Pierre 
Maixie» Jean Archambault, Jean Larion, Jean Miette, Andre Archambault, Francois 
Cfaresdaif Pierre Gira, Paul Brunei, Fran9ois Faucion Lespagnol, Pierre Aur^, Cou- 
sinace, Jesn Gibau, Ignace Mathieu, Etienne Lamarche, Rene Lafieur, Latulipe, Louis 
Aotoin^ Languedoc, Louis Languedoc, Francois Languedoc, Jassemin, Jean-Baptiste 
Consinay Jacques Racicot, Fi'ani^ois Voye dit Labrie, Pierre Grou, Fran9ois Serat, 
Antoine Laurion, R^n^ Liiuiion, NoSl Cousineau, Louis Andr^ Archambault and 
Demarest, the widow Latulipe, a?BO the certificate of the rector and captain of militia 
of, the said place, of the 20th of the present month; that the above named have not 
made any clearance upon the said farms. 

We have ordained and do ordain that all the above named inhabitants shall be bound 
to reside (tenir feu et lieu) upon their farms, and clear them within eight months from 
this day, afler which time, upon the certificates of the said rector and captain of militia 
of the place, that they have not resided upon them nor made a clearance, we shall pro- 
ceed to reunite the said farms to the domain of the said Sieur Boucher; we prohibit 
the said inhabitants from conceding, exchanging or selling their ferms without notify- 
ing their seignior, so as to obtain his ratification and avoid all frauds, and the present 
ordinance shall be published in the usual manner during three consecutive Sundays, 

Thus ordered, &;c. 

Done at Montreal, pn the twenty-fourth day of July one thousand seven hundred 
fjad thirty, 

<Signed) HDCQUART, 
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[Qrd. from 1730 to 1731, No. 19, PoKo 16.] 

iJrdinance condemmn^j by defcudt^ Godin^ LefivrCy Fran^oit and Jean L^ Rocher ani 

VesineSj inhabUarUs cf Neuville, to carry their grain to be ground to the nulls of 

the said seigniory, and to pay the toll of the grain they may have had ground 

elsewhere tm^dn the last two years, according to eetimatianf and prohibiting them 

fr<yni henceforth carrying their grain to be ground elsetohere^ under penalty of a 

fine often limes and paying toll (droit de mouture) upon such grain. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, (SCC. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by one Sararit, an ii^bitaxit of Pointe-anx- 
Trembles, proprietor of the wind and water mills in the seigniory of Neuville, boM 
to him with the right otbanalite by the Abb^ de Lotbinidre, acting aB well for himfietf 
as for his co-heirs, by deed before Du Breuil, royal notary, in the prevt^ti of tins 
town, the 29 June 1720, praying us to allow the petitioner to bring before us certaii 
persons named Godin, Lefdyre, Fran^ob and Jean Le Rocher and YezineBy to ezpliii 
their reasons iar not bringing their grain to be ground at the mills of the petitioner, 
although they are bound to do so, instead ingoing to that of the Sieot- Dauteail, and 
to have them condemned to pay to the petitioner toll upon the gram they maylia?B 
carried to the said mill within the last two years, with prohibition to them^ and to aS 
others of the said seigniory, to carry their grain to be ground elsewhere than at die 
mills of the petitioner, and condemn them to the customary fine and to all costs, da- 
mages and interests ; 

Our ordinance of the 16th of the present month, ordering the parties to be 800- 
moned before us on the Wednesday next ensuing, at nine of the clodc in the fiireiiooii 
being at the bottom of the said petition, the said ordinance to be served by thate 
officer of the place, without costs ; 

The notice thereof given by Jean Baril, on the 19th of the same month, to Ae 
persons named in the said petition, and as none of them have appeared on the day and 
hour indicated, the said Savant requested us to note the de&uk and to adjudicataifl 
his favor upon the demand ; 

Seeing which, we have noted the default of the said Godin, Lefevre, Fran^ds and 
Jean Le Rocher and Vesines to appeeir, and we have condemned them to pay him, ths 
said Savarit, toll upon all the grain they shall have had ground elsewhere than at his 
mills, during the last two years, according to the estimation to be made by the rector 
and captain of militia of the place, forbidding them,and aU other inhabitants of the said 
seigniory, from henceforth carrying .their grain to be groimd elsewhere than to the 
mills of the said petitioner, under penalty of paying the same dues as those they would 
be bound to pay if they had it ground there, and also of paying a fine of 10 -livres. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quel^ec, on the twenty-second day of November one thousand scYW 
Ji\mdred and thirty. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Qrd. firom 1740 to 1731, No. 19, Folio ll.J 

^dinance allowing ihe inhabitants of St, Michel de la Durantaye, to build a mill to 
grind their grain, in default of the sieur Dauteuil, agent of the seignior of the said 
place, trnTnediatdyinaking ike necessary repairs tothe old miU. 

"QiLLEs HocavART, &;c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us, by Louis Marie Fortin, Ignace Chamberlan and 
Gabriel Lacroix, acting both for themselves and for the other inhabitants of the fief de 
la Durantaye, parish of St. Michel, praying, for the reasons therein set forth, that we 
diould be pleased to call before us the sieur Dauteuil, whom they now understand to 
be agent of the heirs of the late sieur and dame de la Durantaye, for the transaction 
qSr all the business they may have in this cotmtry, concerning their lands and property, 
that he may be held, in his said quality, to have a mill built to grind their grain, at the 
bottom of which petition is an ordinance of the 24th January last, ordering the same 
to be commimicated to the said sieur Dauteuil, in his said capacity, so that he may give 
an answer in writing, within the shortest possible dme. 

■» 
. The statement of the said sieur Dauteuil of the said 24th January, by which he of- 
fers to have the mill repaired by next spring, if we will authorize him to do it, and his 
Mqufist to us, to summon before us the sieur Gtichet, for the purpose of condemning him 
to letam the smns he has received for cens et rentes due on last St. Martin's day, and 
•even the lods, et ventes he may have received since the notice given him of the new 
power of attorney to the said sieur Dauteuil, which cancelled that of the said Ga- 
-chi&t, finr die pilrpose of being applied to the repairs of the said mill, which repairs the 
- petitioner will have done without prejudice to the account to be rendered him by Ga- 
-che^ of his administration during the time his power of attorney was valid. 

And after having heard the said Gachet, who acknowledges the validity of the power 
tiTattomey of the sieur Dauteuil, and that his own powers have ceased from the day of 
the signification of the same, 

Seeing the said power of attorney to the sieur Dauteuil, made at Nantes, the 21st 
May 1720; by dame Fran5oise Genevieve Morel, widow of the sieur Louis de Cada- 
tap, as well in her own name, as acting for Charles Alexandre Morel de la Chaussee, 
and Fra^ois Morel, her brothers, all children and heirs of the late sieur and dame de la 
Durantaye, and which power of attorney revokes the one they had given to the said 
meur Gachet, and the whole being considered , 

We do ordain that in conformity with his offers, the sieur Dauteuil, in his said qua* 
lity, shall immediately repair the mill de la Durantaye, and in default on his part, we 
^o allow the said inhabitants to build one at their own exj)ense, upon the conditions 
stated in the decree of the king's council of state, of the 4th Jimc 1686, eiiregistered 
at the superior council of this cbuktry the 24th October following ; and as to the other' 
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demandd of the said oeur Dautetiil, wo have sent the partieii before the 6rdinary 
judges. 

Thus^ordered, &c. 

Done at QuebeCi the eighteenth day of February^ one thousand seren lumdred ancl 
thirty-one. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord* from 1730 to 1731, No. 19, PoHo 68.] 

OrdiiUmce condemning the inhabitants of Part-Joly, to pay the arrears of cens et ¥eiitei 
since 1725 and a capon, in kind or in moneys a^ccording to the choice of the sieur Jk 
Gasp^f seignior of the said "Port- Joly, for each acre, according to their location ticketi 
or deeds of concession, and ordaining that aU the inhabitants who have no deedSf duM 
he bound to obtain such deeds aaid/umish copies to the seignior, 

GlLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Setween Francois Duval dit Dupont Lot, as well in his own name as for four of Ui 
children, Fran9ois Pierre Jean, Pierre Chouinart, another Pierre Chounart, his bro- 
ther, the widow Chouinart, the widow Leclerc, Etienne Leclerc, Pierre Fortin, Louis 
Martin, Eustache Chouinart, Francois Durand, Joseph Fortin, all inhabitants of P<Ht 
Joly, plaintiffs and defendants, appearing by Augustin Duval, Pierre Chotdnait, the 
younger, the wife of Jean Belanger, Joseph Fortin and Eustache Chouinart, of the one 
part; 

And Pierre Aubert de Gasp^, seignior of Port Joly aforesaid, defendant and plsiO' 
tiff, of the other part. 

After it had been stated by the said inhabitants that they ought only to be held to 
pay their cens ct rentes, to the said sieur de Gaspe, from the day upon which their lands 
were meted and bounded, in compliance with an article of a by-law of the superior 
council, an extract of which they submitted to us, signed by the sieur Daine, daef 
clerk of the said council, and that with respect to the capon, payable upon eaeh arpeot 
in front, it ought to be paid in kind and not in money, praying we may be pleased to 
give our order to that effect. 

And after it had been, by the sieur de Gtisp^ answered that the said inhabitants hav-^ 
ing peaceably enjoyed their lands before the same were meted and boimded, lihe pre- 
tension to be dispensed from the payment of the arrears of cens et rentes due by them 
was unfounded ; that they could not deny that he had caused their lands to be bound- 
ed in 1725, and that the by-law of the council by them mentioned, only meant that the 
seigniors could not compel their tenants to pay their cens et rentes until such time as 
tliey should have caused their lands to be bounded ; and that the said council had by 
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no means declared gr&ntees of lands free from the payment of the arrears of ceTis et 
rentes f up to the time that the boundaries should be given ; that with respect to the ca- 
pon due upon each arpent in front, the said de Gaspe was entitled under the terms of 
all the deeds of concession and location tickets which he had given to the said inhabi- 
tants, to take the said capon either in kind or in money at his option, which appeared 
to us upon reading the said deeds and location tickets, which were here exhibited to 
us, as well by the said de Gaspe as by the petitioners. 

The said defendant further requiring that such of his said inhabitants who have not 
as yet furnished him with the titles of their lands, as they are pobliged to do, shall bo 
forthwith held to do so, and that they may also be ordered to reside upon their lands, 
-within such delay as we may be pleased to fix, and in default of such residence, and 
after the expiration of such delay as aforesaid, that the lands of those who may bo 
such defaulters, be re-united to the domain of the said sieur de Gaspe, conformably to 
the decree of His Majesty's council of the 6th July 1711. 

That moreover, the said sieur de Gasp^ is willing to procure the attendance of a sur- 
veyor upon the spot, to draw the latteral lines of each of the said inhabitants, if they 
are not satisfied with the lines and bomidaries he has caused to be drawn at the time of 
the survey of each land, provided it be at their own costs and charges, according to 
the regulations of the council. 

And having heard the parties, and having seen the deeds and promises of conces- 
aqQ, together with an abstract of the said regulation of the council, dated the 11th 
May 1676y and upon the whole maturely deliberated : 

"We have ordained, and we do hereby ordain, that the said inhabitants shall be bound 
to pay to the said sieur de Gaspe, all the arrears of ceyis et rentes which have become 
due since the date of their promises and deeds of concession until this day, inasmuch 
as their lands have had boundaries since 1725, and that they have no reason to refuse 
to pay for the same ; and also, inasmuch as they are not exempted from doing so by the 
decree of the superior council. And as to the capon which they are bound to pay for 
each arpent, we do ordain that the said inhabitants shall pay the same or its value in 
money, at the option of the said sieur de Gaspe, conformably with their promises and 
deeds of concession, to vdt : — at the rate of fifteen sols for all the promises or deeds 
anterior to 1717, with a reduction of one fourth, according to the terms of the decla- 
ration of the king of 1730, and at the rate of twenty sols for the lands acquired since 
1717; and adjudicating upon the demands of the sieur de Gasp^, we do hereby or- 
dain that all the inhabitants who have no deeds, shall be bound, at once, to execute the 
same in his favor ; and moreover that they shall reside upon their lands within a year 
and a day, as it is ordered by the decree of the King's council above mentioned \ and in 
order that they may comply with the said decree, wt are willing to grant them a new 
delay, which vnll run from the day of publication of these presents till next year, 
which delay having expired, we will declare that the lands of those who shall not then re- 
side upon the same, be re-united to the domain of the said sieur de Gaspe, to whom we 
have granted cLcte of his offers to have the lateral lines of each inhabitant drawn, when 



162 

required, at their own costs and charges ; and this ordinance shall be read and publish- 
ed in the usual manner. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, this 2l8t February 1731. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1730 to 1731, No. 19, folio 62.] 
» 
Ordinance which reunites to the domain of the Sr, de BigauvUley seignior of BeUechasse^ 

the lands of severed inhabitants^ for lia/ving neglected to reside upon the lands am- 
ceded to tliem^ vnthin the time prescribed by the ordinance which had granted thm 
a delay of nine months to do so* 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Having seen the decree of the King's Council, dated the 6th July 1711, by which 
His Majesty has ordered that, in default of the inhabitants of New France improving 
their lands and residing upon the same within one year aA»r they shall have obtained 
the concession thereof, they shall be divested of their right of property, and such lands 
shall be reunited to the domain of the seigniory by the intendants, upon the certificate 
of the rectors and captains of militia, establishing that such inhabitants have allowed 
more than a year to elapse, without improving the said lands, and residing thereupon; 
our ordinance of the 20th January 1730 by which, notwithstanding the complaint of ^ 
said Sieur Nicolas Blaise de Rigauville, Esquire, Seignior of Bellechasse, HeutenantoC 
the troops and assistant major of the town and government of Quebec, now command- 
ing in the name of the King at Niagara, that several individuals to whom he had con- 
ceded lands in his seigniory since a number of years, did not reside thereupon, and 
had not improved the same, we were willing however to grant them a new delay of nine 
months that they might comply with the said decree of the King's Council, imder the 
penalties therein mentioned ; the publication and notification of our said ordinance, 
made at the church door of the church of Bellechasse after divine service in the 
forenoon, the 22nd february 1730, by Michon, bailiff; and upon what has been again 
represented to us that Timothe Par^, Prisque Poulin, Joseph Beausoleil, the widow 
Fortin, Jean Mercier dit le Fris^, the widow Guegnard, Joseph Lessard, the heira rf 
the Sieur Chabot, priest, Charlotte Emon, Lemari^ and Guillaiune LeRoy, who possess 
lands in the said seigniory have taken no steps during the delay so granted to them to 
improve their lands, and to reside thereupon ; as it appears by the certificates of the 
Sieur Grenet, rector, and of the Sieur Lemieux, captain of militia of the said seignioiyt . 
dated the 20th January last, produced before us by Mde. de Rigauville, acting in tba 
name of her husband in virtue of a power of attorney ; having also seen the petitioned' 
the said Mde. de Rigauville, by which she requires that, inasmuch as the said delay bf 
us granted to the said inhabitants has expired, we may be pleased to reimite the said 
lands to the domain of the said seigniory, and having upon the whole maturely deli- 
berated. 
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We, in virtue of the powers unto us granted by His Majesty, and in execution of 
the said decree of the King's Council, have declared and do hereby declaie all the 
above named inhabitants divested of their right of property in the lands conceded to 
them as aforesaid, and situated in the said seigniory of Bellechasse, as having neglected 
to reside thereupon and to improve the same within the period assigned for that pur- 
pose, and we do hereby reunite the said lands to the domain of the said Sieur de Rigau- 
ville ; and this ordinance shall be read, published and posted up at the church door 
of the church of the said seigniory after divine service of the forenoon, that the inha- 
bitants therein named may not be ignorant of its contents. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

# 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-fifth February, one thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
one. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Qrdce. of 1730 to 1731, No. 19, folio 70.] 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons from shooting upon the Islands coiled Isles aux 
OieSf aux Gruesy au Carwty Ste. Marguerite and Grosse-Isle, on pain of a fine 
of 10 livres and of confiscation cf their arms and canoes to tJie profit of the Sieur 
de Tonvillcy seignior of the said island. 

OSLLBS HoCQUART, &;c. 

Upon the complaint made us by the Sieur de Tonville, assistant major of the 
troops, seignior of Isles-aux-Oies, aux-Grues, a,u Canot, Ste. Marguerite and Grosse- 
Isle, that several inhabitants, as well of this city as of the said islands and neighbor- 
ing parishes, take the liberty of shooting upon the said islands, although the seignior 
akme has that privilege by his titles ; to all which he has requested a remedy : 

We do hereby expressly prohibit any persons to shoot within the extent of the said 
islands and Seigniories, under any pretext whatever, without the permission of the Sr. 
de Tonville, imder pain of a fine of 10 livres against the contravening parties and con- 
fiscation of their arms and canoes for the profit of the seignior. — ^And the present 
ordinance shall be read, published and posted in the usual manner. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twentieth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-one* 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Qrdce. of 1731, No. 19, folio 123.] 

Ordinance prohibiting any person from shooting and fishing upon the property oft) 
Sieur de Senneville in the island called St. Paid ^ under a penalty of 10 Ih^ 
payable to tlie General Hospital of Montreal, and on pain ofamfiscation afthe^ 
arms andfijshing tackle to the profit of the said Sieur de Senneville. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Upon what haa been represented to us by the Sr. Jacques LeBert, Esquire, Sieur 
Senneville, captain of a company of marines in this country, seignior of the greate 
part of the Island called St. Paul, near Montreal, that a number of persons of the nei^ 
borhood take the liberty of shooting upon the land of the petioner, and of fishing upo: 
the beaches of the said island, to the prejudice of the petitioner, whose crops ai 
trodden down, whose trees are stripped of their fruit by the sportsmen, and whos^^ 
timber is exposed to be burnt by the fishermen, independently of the risk of his building^^ 
being destroyed by fire by the negligence of such sportsmen, as has already happened^^ 
requesting us that inasmuch as, by the deed of concession of the said island and sei- 
gniory, the right of shooting and fishing is granted to him by His Majesty, we may be 
pleased to prohibit any person from disturbing him In the 'enjoyment thereof ; where- 
fore considering the complaint aforesaid and having seen the ordinances of our prede- 
cessors on similar complaints, — 

We do hereby expressly prohibit any person from shooting or fishing in the extent 
of the property of the said Sieur de Senneville, situated in the Island called St. Paul, 
on pain of 10 livres fine, payable to the General Hospital of Montreal, and of confisca- 
tion of their arms and fishing tackle, to the profit of the said Sieur de Senneville ; 

And this ordinance shall be published wherever it may be necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 6th July 1731. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1730 to 1731, No. 19, folio 131.] 

Judgment granting a certain right of fishing to the Widow Vaxihon, provided it he not 
prejiuiicial to the seignior, and condemning her to pay two thirds of the expenses, 
and Noel Giroux to pay the other third. 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Having heard the parties, we have ordered and declared that the said Widow Va- 
chon shall enjoy the right of fishing in front of her land, but only between two parallel 
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lines, running north east and south west, one of which lines is marked A. B. on the 
annexed plan, without however causing any prejudice to die rights of the seignior, in 
case that hy the deeds of concession, which have not been produced before us, the said 
parties have not the right of fishing. 

We do further condemn the said Widow Vachon to paid two thirds of the expenses 
and Noel Giroux the other third, taxed against the latter at three livres, six sols, and 
eight denierSy and at six livres thirteen sds and four deniers against the Widow. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-ninth day of July, one thousand seven himdred and 
i thirty-one. 






Signed, HOCQUART. 

True copy, 

HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1730, to 1731, No. 19, foHo 151.] 

Permission granted to the Sieurs LePage and DeBleury to cause to be cut down tt/pon 
several seigniories 2000 cubic feet of oak timber to build a ship of 500 tons for the 
King^s service. 

OaLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Permission is given to the Sieur LePage to cause to be cut down in the seigniories of 
Berthier and Dautray 2000 cubic feet of oak timber, according to the specifications and 
models we have caused to be given, to build a ship of 500 tons which the King wishes 
to be constructed in Quebec, which said timber shall be conveyed in rafts in the River 
St. Charles, in front of the Palace of this city, to be received and inspected in the 
usual manner. 

This permission is granted conformably vnth the reservation of such timber, for the 
uses of His Majesty, on the lands and seigniories of this colony ; 

We do hereby request and order the captains and other officers of the place, and all 
others it may concern, to help and assist, if necessary, the said Sieur LePage in the 
cutting of the said timber, dn his paying a reasonable salary to those he may employ. 

Done at Quebec, the 5th October 1731. 

Nota — Similar permission has also been given to the Sr. DeBleury in the seigniory 
of Chambly, and in the rear of the seigniory of Longueuil, adjoining the said seigniory 
of Chambly, and also along the River Sorel, on each side thereof, for a space of tibree 
leagues from the seigniory of Chambly, down the said River Chambly. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 
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[OrcL of 1732, No. 20, Folio 33.] 

Ordinance which maintains the Sieur de St. Frangais in the enjoyment of the rights 
granted to him and his predecessors^ by deeds dated the 20th April 1662 and 2Stk 
October 1678, and which prohibits any person from fishing within the limits cf 
his landsy islands and beaches, the islands called Isles Perc6es, and those in the 
Chanel called Chenal du Moine, &c.y on pain of 10 livres fine against the contra- 
vening parties^ and of oonfiscaZvon of their nets, can/oes and other fishing imple- 
ments. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Between Claude Pinard, captain, and Jacques Gamelin, lieutenant of militia, of 
St. Francois du Lac, together with Pierre Abraham, Louis Pinard, Veitmneaii, tbe 
elder, La Boterie, Guillaume Cartier, Eustache Gamelin and Veronneau, the younger; 
all inhabitants of St. Francois aforesaid, plainti£Gs, of the one part; 

And the Sieur Joseph Crevier, as well in his own name as in the name of bifl co- 
heirs, proprietors of the fief and seigniory of St. Francois, defendants,of the other part 

Having seen the petition presented to us by the said officers of militia and inhabi- 
tants above named, in which they state that the said Sieur de St. Fran9ois has prohi- 
bited them, since the &11 of 1730, from fishing as they were in the habit of dcnng dnoe 
40 years and upwards, in lake St. Peter ; that he has leased the right of fishing in a 
portion of the said lake to one single individual, which they pretend not to be within his 
domain, to the prejudice of the other inhabitants of the said seigniory, 'who used to 
support their families by their fishing ; that the said Sieur de St. Fran9ois has fininded 
his pretensions in that respect upon an ordinance of the late Mr. Demeule, intendaot 
in this country, dated 1st August 1683, prohibiting every person of whatsoever rank 
and quality fi:om fishing and shooting in the river St. Francois and within the depea- 
dencies of the said seigniory, imder the penalties therein mentioned ; the said inihaibi- 
tants stating moreover that the said seignior has no right to prevent them firom fishing on 
the spot in question, which is the uppermost portion of the lake, on the south side, where 
the rivers of St. Fran9ois d'Yamaska and of the Chenal du Moine empty themselveB. 

The said petition having for its object, for the reasons therein contained^ that we 
may be pleased to restore to the said inhabitants the right of fishing in the said lake, 
and namely in that portion thereof above described, vtrithout it be in the power of the 
seigniors of St. Fran9ois and Yamaska to prevent them fix)m doing so, nor Mrithout 
their being obliged to demand the permission of the said seigniors or to pay any rent, 
which the said seigniors, for several years, have exacted.—- The conclusions of the said 
petition based upon four different grounds : 

The first ground being that the ordinance of Mr. Demeule never concerned the inha- 
bitants of St. Fran9ois, but only those of Three Rivers and others, who used to come to 
fish and shoot near the residence of the late Sieiu- Crevier, the first seignior, and withio 
a territory undoubtedly forming part of his seigniory ; 
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The second is that the fishing ground wherein the said Sieur Crevier pretends now 
to prevent them from fishing is not within his domain, it being beyond the fourth of a 
league granted to him by the King in the river St. Lawrence ; but that it belongs to 
the King who is willing to leave it free to every one of his subjects for their mainte- 
nance, and that, in lieu of one fourth of a league, the said Sieur de St. Francois enjoys 
more than five leagues ; 

The third is that even if this spot ia within the domain of the seigniory of St. Fran9ois, 
the seigniors could not interdict the fishing to those inhabitants who are willing to pay 
a certain duty ; 

Lastly, that they are sufficiently burthened with a heavy rent for a common which 

is overflown almost every year until mid-summer, and which causes them such injury 

by the overflowing of the water which prevents the sowing of lands in the spring, that 

. it is but just they should be indemnified for these disadvantages by the right of fishing, 

which they have enjoyed until now. 

The said petition signed by the above named inhabitants of St. Francois, the 22nd 
April 1731. 

At the bottom of which petition is our ordinance dated the 5th May of the year 
aforesaid, ordering that communication should be given of its contents to the parties 
interested, to be heard before us the 25th June next, and service thereof made to the 
said Sieur de St. Francois the 25th May 1731, by De la Fosse, a bailifl*, together 
"with a summons to appear before us the 25th June. 

The written defence made in answer to the said petition by the said Sieur Joseph 
Crevier, in his quality aforesaid, founded upon two diflerent grounds : 

The first, that the proprietors of the fief and seigniory of St. Francois have a right 
of fishing within the limits of their seigniory, to establish which fact they have pro- 
duced the following titles, to wit : 

The title of the said seigniory granted by the late Mr. de Lauzon, coimcillor of state, to 
the late Sieur Boucher de Gros-Bois, as having the tutorship of his grand children, the 
said title dated the 20th April 1662 ; in whose rights the grandfather of the said Sieur 
de St. Fran9ois stood, and by which title, was granted to the said Sieur Boucher, the 
river St. Francois and all that portion along the St. Lawrence, halfway to the mouth 
of the river called RivHre des Iroquois, which empties itself in the St. Lawrence, and 
one league in depth in the seigniory of La Cyti^re, belonging to the said children, in 
New France, together with the islands and beaches opposite the said seigniory, with 
the right of fishing within the limits of the said grant, to the distance of a quarter of 
league in the river St. Lawrence, between the said islands and the main land ; 

The ordinance from Mr. Duchesneau of the month of September 1677, by which 
all persons are prohibited from shooting upon the lands of the said seigniory of St. 
Fran9ois, and from fishing in that part of the river of that name, which belongs to the 
said Sieur Jean Crevier, being two leagues in front and one quarter of a league in the 
river St. Lawrence, on pain of 100 livres fine, etc. ; 
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Two titles wntteu on parchment, of the 8th and 10th October 1678, by which 
Messrs. Le comtc de Frontenac, governor general, and Duchesneau, intendant, have 
granted to the late Sieur Cre\-ier, the grandfather of the defendant, an augmentation 
of land of one league in depth along the river St. Francois, together with the islands 
opposite the same, and one league in front on the north side of the said river, to run 
from the extremity of the land of Mr. de la Lussaudierc, and also the lands which lie 
on the south side of the said river, to nm from his seigniory of St. Francois imtilit 
reaches the property of the Sieur de la Valliere, to enjoy the same together with the 
i ight of administering justice (JiautCy moycnne et basse justice), right of shooting and 
fishing \vithin the limits of the said grant ; 

The patents of confirmation of His Majesty in favor of the said defendant for the 
said concessions, dated the 23rd May 1701, by which the right of shooting and fishing 
is also granted in conformity with the said de€)ds of concession. 

The second ground alleged by the Sieur do St. Francois in Ids defence is that the 
place wherein the said inhabitants pretend to have the right of fi:ihing, is comprised in 
his title and belongs to him. 

To prove this fact he alleges that the predecessors of the said inhabitants were well 
aware of the situation of the place, and well knew that the river St. Frangoisis about 
the extremity of lake St. Peter, that there are beaches or battures between the islands, 
and there are also bays and a great number of islands formed by channels, the mo^ con- 
siderable of which is what may properly be called the St. Lawrence and is known under 
the name of " Chenal des Barques," and frx)m this the said Sieur de St. Francois 
argues that the plaintifi& have no right to contend for the right of fishing within the 
limits in question, inasmuch as by the title granted to him by Mr. de Lauzon, bearing 
date the 20th April 1662, the right of fishing is given to him to be exercised upon the 
beaches and battures to one quarter of a league in the St. Lawrence, and that those 
battures extend to the Chciial des Barques, which is in &ct the Sl Lawrence, wHch 
extent of ground, in summer, is left dry and can be crossed on foot. 

And the said Sieur de St. Francois further alleges that, if the entry of the bays of 
St. Fran9ois and Yamaska is between the river St. Francois and the river Yamasb 
and the channel called " Chenal Lemoine," it cannot be contended that this portion of 
territory is not within the limits of the seigniory of the river St. Fran9oi8, and to 
establish this fact, he produces two letters, to wit : 

The proceS'Verbal written on parchement, made by Mr. Duchesneau, intendant, the 
28th October 1678, of the admission to fealty and homage of the late Sieur Crevier, 
grandfather of the defendant, and in which is comprised the ordinance of the said Sieur 
Duchesneau, ordering that tlie said Sieur Crevier, his heirs and assigns, shall enjoy 
the said river St. Francois from the chaimel called " Chenal Tardif " to the river ¥«• 
maska, otherwise called " Riviere des Savanes," with the islands opposite the Chenil 
Lemoine and those called " Isles Percees," in the place granted to him by the Bsi 
Comte de Frontenac and Mr. Duchesneau, together with the right of fishing within ^ 
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limits thereof to the distance of one quarter of a league in the river St. Lawrence, 
between the islands aud the mainland. 

The other document produced by the said Sieur de St. FranQois is an ordinance of 
Mr. Demeule, intendant, successor to Mr. Duchesneau, dated the last day of August 
1683, and rendered upon the complaint of the late Sieur Crevier, grandfather of the 
defendant, by which all persons are prohibited from shooting upon the lands of the said 
seigniory and from fishing within the territory which is laying from the Chenal Tardif 
to the river Yamaska, otherwise called " Eivi^re des Savanes, Isles Perches," and 
those in the channel called " Chenal Lemoine," under a penalty, against the offenders, 
of a fine of 100 livres and the confiscation of their arms, nets and canoes. 

And the defendant, in answer to that portion of the plaintiffs' petition concerning 
the amount claimed by him from his inhabitants for leave to fish within the limits of 
his concessioUi observed that they were compelled to admit that the highest charge 
made by him, up to this day, was only six livres a year, which is a very moderate 
price, but which most of the inhabitans have nevertheless refused to pay, pretending 
that such leave ought to be granted them free of charge, and this had obliged the said 
Sieur de St. Fran9ois, for the purpose of preserving his rights, of letting the whole 
fishery to one individual. 

For all the reasons above stated, the defendant prayed for the dismissal of the con- 
clusion of theplaintifis' petition, and that we should maintain the defendant and his 
co-heirs in the possession and enjoyment of the said right of fishing, throughout the 
vrhole extent of their concessions to which that part of the lake claimed by the inha- 
bitants belongs, according to their said titles and to the confirmation thereof granted 
them by His Majesty the 23rd May 1701; and that we should order the judgements 
given by our predecessors, in relation to the said right of fishing and hunting to be put 
in execution under the penalties therein mentioned, and also that the plaintiffs be con- 
demned to pay the costs of the action and the travelling expenses of the defendant. 

Afler which defence and conclusions, the said Sieur de St. FranQois having become, 
in his said quality, incidental plaintiff, prayed that the said inhabitants should be held 
to give the day's work they had been condemned to give by the ordinances of Messrs. 
Demeule and de Champigny, dated the 3rd May 1685 and 8th November ^1688, to 
put the common in good order, and make a clearing round the mill of the 
seigniory; 

And seeing all the above mentioned titles and papers, and the plans of the places 
in question, given us by each party, and, for the purpose of coming to a clearer imder- 
standing, having prayed of Monsieur de Bdcancourt, governor of Three Rivers, to go 
Upon the gpround and ascertain if the lake above designated, in which the plaintiffs 
contest the right of their seigniors to fish, is really within the limits of the concessions 
made to the ancestors of the defendant, as he pretends it is, and for that purpose having 
sent to the said Sieur de Becancourt the petitions, titles and papers of the parties, 
authorizing him to obtain the assistance of a surveyor, if necessary ; 

y 
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Seeing the jfroces-verbal of Antoine Le Pell^ dit Desmarets, sworn surveyor chosen 
by the said Sieur de Bdcancourt for the purpose of verifying, in his presence and in 
that of the parties, the said procis-verbal, dated the 17th August 1731, which states, 
among other things, that from the end of Ulde aux Cochons as far as some reeds which 
appear to form a bank, there are about 30 acres, the said prods-verbal signed by us 
Tie varietur ; seeing also the opinion of Mr. de Becancourt, governor of Three Rivers, 
who went upon the spot ; 

The parties on both sides being heard, and everything considered : 

We have maintained the said Sieur de St. Francois, in his quality aforesaid, in the 
enjoyment of the right of fishing granted to him and to his ancestors by his titles of the 
20th April 1662 and 28th October 1678. 

Having done which, we prohibit the said inhabitants and all others from fishing 
within the limits of the said concessions, iles, islets, battures, Isles Perches and those 
oftheChenal duMoine, as above mentioned and described, and within the limits of 
a quarter of a league granted to the seignior of St. Frangois, according to the said titles, 
which state that the said quarter of a league shall begin at the end of the said baUisreSf 
iles and islets, and run towards land, the whole under the penalty of a fine of 100 livres 
against the offenders, and the confiscation of the nets, implements, canoes and fishing 
utensils belonging to them. 

The said inhabitants shall however be at liberty to fish in the water beyond the said 
above mentioned quarter of a league, commencing at the most southerly out let of the 
river St. Frangois and going towards the Chenal Tardif, and in the river St. Lawrence 
beyond the said battures, isles and islets above mentioned, without however making a 
pretext thereof to trouble or disturb the said Sieur de St, Frangois in the fisheries he 
may establish in the places we have declared to belong to him ; 

And as to the incidental demand of the said Sieur de St. Francois to have the inha- 
bitants bound to give the corvees and decouverts upon the common, we shall withold 
gi^^g judgement until he has proved the titles upon which he rests his demand. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

'' Done at Quebec, on the twenty-seventh day of March one thousand seven hundred 
and thirty-two. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Ord. of 1733, No. 21, Folio S2.] 

Ordinance which establishes the limits of the right of fishirig of the sieur CremeT, seig- 
nior of St. Franfois, and which gives permission to his inhabitants to agree toith 
him for an annual rent for the privilege of fishing within the sa,id limits. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

upon the contestation again arising between Claude Pinard, captain, and JaCques 
Joseph Gamelin, lieutenant in the militia of the river St. Fran9ois, acting both for 
themselves and for the other inhabitants of the said river; and the sieur Francois Cre- 
vier, seignior of the said place, concerning the execution of our ordinance of the 27th 
March 1732, which settles the right both of the sieur de St. Fran9ois and of the inha- 
bitants, in relation to the fishing at that place. 

The parties having appeared before us this day, and after coming to a conclusion 
as to the execution of our ordinance, and the said Pinard and Gamelin, acting as afore- 
said, having complained that the sieur de St. Fjan9ois had changed the disposition of 
our ordinance, first, by not commencing the boundary at the PoirUe des hattures ; se- 
condly by starting fi:om any point of the compass he pleased, and then changing it at 
his will, without observing any line ; thirdly, in not having put up a permanent boun- 
dary, as he should have done, and that the said sieur de St. Fran9ois wishes to take 
away one of the four outlets of the river St. Fran9ois, and particularly the most south- 
emly one. 

In answer to which, the sieur de St. Pran9ois exhibited to us a proces-verbal of 
measurement made by the sieur Desmarets, sworn surveyor, dated the ninth Decem- 
ber last, by which the limits of the fishery granted to the said sieur de St. Francois. 
are marked out in conformity with our ordinance, in presence of the parties or after 
due notice giveii. 

We have homologated the said proces-verhat, and have signed it, ne varietur, so as to 
pve it fiill force and entire execution, and the said sieur de St. Francois shall be bound 
to place and maintain posts and pickets along the said limits, and for the explanation, 
as far as necessary, of our ordinance of the 27th March 1732, we order that the most 
southemly outlet of the river St. Fran(^oi3 is the nearest to the Bay St. Fran9oi8, and 
our said ordinance of the 27th March 1732 shall be executed according to its tenor 
and effect, withoutwhich the said inhabitants would rather settle amicably with the said 
Sieur de St. Fran9ois, for an annual sum or by paying according to the quantity of fish 
taken, so as to have fiiU liberty of fishing in all the places conceded to or belonging to 
the said sieur de St. Francois. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th March 1733. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Orel, of 1733, No. 21, Folio 43.J 

Ordinance enjoining the sieur Savarit to place a regular miller in his millf to keep scales 
and stamped weiglUs therein, and allowing the inhabitants to carry their grain to be 
ground elsewhere, after leaving it at the saidmiUfor twice twenty-four hours, ifc, 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Seeing the petition presented to us, by Pierre Savarit, inhabitant of Pointe-aux- 
Trembles and proprietor of the banal mill, worked by wind and water, situate in the 
seigniory of Neuville, stating that he had heretofore presented us a petition to be al- 
lowed to bring before us certain persons, named Godin, Lefevre, Francois and Jean 
Le Rocher and Vezina, that they might give their reasons for not bringing their grain 
to be ground at the mill of the petitioner, although obliged so to do ; that the above 
named not appearing to answer our order at the bottom of the said petition and of 
which they had received notice, we have allowed de^ult to be recorded on the 22nd 
November 1730 and condemned them to pay the petitioner the Xjo\[,mouture, of all the 
grain they have caused to be groimd elsewhere than at his mills for about two years 
last past, with prohibition to them and all others, inhabitants of the said seig- 
niory to go elsewhere than to the mills of the petitioner, under pain of paying 
the same toll and also a fine of ten litres, which condemnation the said Godin 
and Lefevre had not satisfied, although the other three have ; that since the said 
condemnation, the other inhabitants, far from fulfilling their duty, do more than 
ever carry their grain to other mills, and among the number are Francois Pel- 
letier, Pierre Lauriau, the younger, and Joseph Pluchon, the petitioner pray- 
ing, inasmuch as he pays every year a rent of one hundred and eighty bushels 
of wheat, has a large family dependant upon him, and for the other reasons 
stated in his said petition, that we may be pleased to order the said Godin and Lefe- 
vre to pay the toll of the grain they have had ground elsewhere than at his mill, and 
to a fine of ten litTes, and that the said Fran9ois Petit, Pierre Lauriau, the younger, 
and Joseph Pluchon, do also pay the toll of their grain and a fine of ten Uteres, in de- 
fault of having taken it to the petitioner's mill, and to order that all those who shall 
cone there henceforth, be condenmed to the same penalties. 

Our ordinance following the said petition of the 24th December last, ordering it to 
be communicated to the parties, that they might appear before us on the Wednesday 
after Epiphany at nine o'clock in the morning. 

Our preceding ordinance rendered by default, the 22nd November 1730, together 
with the said petition, a paper writing given as an answer to the petition of the said 
Savarit, and presented to us the 7th January last, the day of the appearance of the par- 
ties, by the said Godin and Pelletier, the said paper writing made in the name of 
eight of the inhabitants of the said seigniory of Neuville, and containing all the heads 
of complaint of the said inhabitants against the said Savarit, and their reasons in an- 
swer to his demand, praying us to admit them as opposants against the default ob- 
tained in his favor on the 22nd November 1730, and to order, in the event the said Sa- 
varit should deny the facts stated by the petitioners, which are that his mills, worked 
by water, do not at present make flour, and that his wind-mill is not in good order 
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SO as to supply the want of the public ; that an examination be made of the 
said mill by such person as we shall be pleased to name, which person shall prepare a 
report of the state of the said mills, so that from the report made thereof, we may know 
the truth of the statement made by the petitioners : that if the said Savarit agrees that 
his mills are in the state mentioned by the petitioners, we may be pleased to dismiss 
the demands made upon them by the said Savarit, granting them the liberty of taking 
their grain to be ground elsewhere, and that he be condemned to pay the costs and also 
their travelling expenses, the said petition signed by Jean Godin and Fran9oi8 Pel 
letier. 

Our ordinance of the 7th January last, by which, before proceeding to judgment, 
and seeing the conclusions taken by the defendants, we had ordered the sieur Boiscler, 
grand-voyer, to go upon the spot and prepare a report of the state in which the mills 
of the said Savarit are at present, if they are supplied with scales and stamped weights 
and to obtain the other necessary knowledge relative to the respective demands and 
complaints of the pkrtiea, and for that purpose to obtain the assistance of the captain 
and two officers of the militia of the place, so that a report being had, we may make 
the necessary orders, the travelling expenses being first advanced by the defendants, 
saving to them their recourse for such expenses; die report, dated the 13th of Janua- 
ry last, upon the visit of the grand-voyer to the mills of the said Savarit, made in exe- 
cution of our said ordinance, all being considered : 

We ordain that the said Savarit shall be bound to place in his vdnd-mill a miller by 
trade and no other, who shall live in the neighborhood of the said mill, so that he may 
at all times, take care of it, receive the wheat from tiie inhabitants and return them 
the flour when it is ground, and also to keep in one of his mills worked by water and 
in his wind-mill, a scale and stamped weights of iron, and not of stones of which the 
weight is not known, and to keep the said mills in good order so that tiiey can grind 
when there is wind or water. 

And as to the inconvenience brought imder our consideration by tiie inhabitants, to 
the effect that when the wind fails for die wind-mill, or water for the other mill, the said 
Savarit wishes tiiem to carry their grain from one mill to the other, as often as three 
different times; 

We ordain that in that case tiie said Savarit shall be bound to carry tiie wheat 
at his own cost and expense, and in default of his doing so, we allow the inhabi- 
tants to carry their grain to be ground where they please. 

We also order the said inhabitants to carry the grain they may require for their own 
subsistence, to be groimd at the mills of tiie said Savarit, as being in the place and stead 
cf tiie seignior, nnd to leave it tiiere during twice twenty-four hours in either of the 
mills, after which time they will be at liberty to take it away and carry it where they 
please, v\rithout tiie said Savarit or his representative having any right to demand toll ; 
in conformity of the decree of the superior council of this coimtry of the 1st July 1675, 
in relation to banal mills. 
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We charge the said Savarit faithfully and promptly to serve the said inhabitants, in 
preference to all citizens and traders, and to keep his mills provided wiih all necessary 
implements, under penalty of an arbitrary fine and heavier penalties if necessary. 

As to the other demands of the parties respectively, we have discharged them there- 
from vnthout day. 

We condemn the said Savarit to pay the travelling expenses of the grand-voyer. 

We command the officers of militia in the said place to look to the execution of the 
present ordinance and that the rules of police be observed in relation to it, and that 
these presents be read and published in the usual manner, so that no person may be 
ignorant of the same. 

Done at Quebec, at our residence, the 20th March 1735. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. 1733, No. 21, folio 95.] 

Ordhmnce condemning the inhabitants of Portneuf to furnish to the Sieur Charles 
LeGardeur de CroisHhy copies of their deeds of concession vdthin a monthy and 
those who have none to take them vrithin the same delay and also fwrnisk copies^ 
under the terms therein contained j and conaemning them also to pay the arremi 
ofcens et rentes^ according to the old deeds^ the corvees being only dem>andablefof 
the current year. 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Upon the petition presented to us by the Sieur Charles LeGardeur de Croisille, 
seignior of Portneuf praying us for the reasons therein ipentioned, to order aU the 
inhabitants of the Seigniory of Portneuf to give him copies in due form, of the conces- 
sions they hold from him or from his ancestors, and that such of the said inhabitants 
who have no deeds or location tickets, be bound to procure deeds of concession before 
notaries, in conformity wdth the old titles, with the clauses of corvie and cens et rentes 
therein contained, and of paying the eleventh fish for the right of fishing upon their 
frontage, and that the said inhabitants be also held to pay him the arrears ofcens et 
rentes due ; we have caused Pierre Moriset, Jean Charles Bridre, Adrien Pichet and 
Pierre Richard, all inhabitants of Portneuf, acting both for themselves and for the 
other inhabitants of the said seigniory, to appear before us, and ailer hearing their 
defence, and seeing the deed of concession to Jean Catelan, in the barony of Portneufc ^ 
dated 3rd November 1684. 

And another to Mathurin Cormeau, also inhabitant of the said seigniory, dated 23rd 
April 1615, and the whole considered 
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We have condemned those inhabitant of the said seigniory, who have deeds of con- 
cession, immediately to i^mish to the said Sieur de Croisille, copies of the same in due 
form, during the present month, and not later. And as to those who have not taken them, 
they shall be bound to procin*e them within the same delay, and also to furnish copies 
to the said Sieur de Croisille, and under the same clauses and conditions as those con- 
tained in the two deeds above cited, imless they would rather submit to the rent of 
thirty sols and one capon for each arpent in front by forty arpents in depth, of six 
deniers of cens and the eleventh fish, which choice they will be bound to make at the 
passing of the deed, or leave the choice to the said Sieur de Croisille, 

We also condemn all the said inhabitants to pay the arrears oicens et rentes due by 
them according to their deeds, vyithout however obliging them to pay the arrears of the 
corvees, but merely those due the present year. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 20th July 1733. 

Signed, HOCQUART, 



[Ordinance of 1733, No. 21, folio 109.] 

Ordinance j)r(Mbiting the Sieur Joseph Roy from receiving the inhabitants of the sei- 
gniory cf Beaumont at the mill built by him in the seigniory of la Dame de Vin-' 
cennes, unless they have permission in vrriting from the Sieur de Beaumont^ 
under a penalty of ten livresy and enjoining the said Sieur de Beaumont to put 
his mill in a condition to make good flour, and have scales in it, 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &;C. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by Charles Couillard, seignior of Beaumont, 
stating that for more than sixty years he has been in possession of this fief without in- 
terruption and of the right o£banaliti in the mill built there ; 

That recently one Joseph Roy, one of his inhabitants, has built a mill in the seigniory 
of the Dame de Vincennes of whom he is also an inhabitant. 

That the petitioner is ignorant of the title under which the said Roy has undertaken 
this, but as several proprietors of fiefs are about to bring their complaints before us 
in relation to this, he vnll merely state to us the injury which he in particular suffers, 
which is that the said Joseph Roy, being an inhabitant of this petitioner and of the 
D^me de Vincennes, induces a portion of the petitioner's inhabitants to go his mill, 
which is contrary to the right of the petitioners, to the custom in relation to banal 
mills, and to the clauses contained in the deeds of concession of the petioner's inhabi- 
tants, which expressly oblige them to carry their grain to be ground at the seigniorial 
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mill, which most of them have not done for more than a month, which causes liim con- 
siderable injury. 

For these causes the petitioner prayed us to g^rant him an order calling upon the 
said Roy to appear before us that he might be condemned to pay such fine as we would 
please, for ha^-ing received the said inhabitants of Beaumont at his miU and grinding 
their grain in it, to prohibit him from doing the same in future, under such penalty as 
we should please to inflict, and to order the said Roy to declare the names of the in- 
habitants of Beaumont whose grain he had ground and the quantity of the grain so 
ground saving to the petitioner his right of proving more, and to condemn the inhabi- 
tants of Beaumont who have been to the mill of the said Joseph Roy to pay the peti- 
tioner, their seignior, and who has a right of banalite^ the toll of the grain they hare 
taken there, with such fine as we should be pleased to impose ; 

« 
And further to prohibit them from henceforth taking their grain to be ground to any 

but the seigniorial mill, under penalty of the seizure of their grain, of a fine and such 

other condemnation as we shall be pleased to order ; that the said Sieur de Beaumont 

be allowed to publish and post up at the church door of the said place, the ordinance 

to be made in the premises, so that no body may be ignorant of its efi^t. 

The said petition signed by the petitioner, and having at the bottom of it our ordi- 
nance of the third of this month, to the effect that the same might be conmiunicated 
to the said Joseph Roy, and that he might answer and appear before us on thursday, 
the 15th of this month, upon which day, the parties having appeared, the said Joseph 
Roy, in defence, stated that the mill of the seigniory of Beaimiont being unable to 
turn out good flour on account of the millstones, the said Sieur de Beaumont had 
allowed his inhabitants to take their grain elsewhere to be ground ; 

That it was only upon this verbal permission that the defendant had received the 
said inhabitants at his mill and that he had not induced them to come to it. 

That he was fruther persuaded that it was not against the mill of the Sieur de Beau- 
mont ; that he had acted, because he the defendant being an inhabitant of his, had 
never had his grain ground at the -banal mill, the said Sieur de Beaumont having 
always allowed him to have his grain ground where he pleased, in consequence of 
the bad state his mill was in and inasmuch as it had no scales ; 

Further that as the Sieur de Beaimiont disapproves of his inhabitants going to the 
defendant's mill, he will not receive any more of them without permission in writing 
given to them by the said Sieur de Beaumont. 

The parties being heard and every thing considered, we prohibit the said Joseph 
Roy from receiving any of the inhabitants of the seigniory of Beaumont in the mill he 
has lately caused to be built in the seigniory of the Dame de Vincennes, without the 
consent in writing of the said Sieur de Beaumont, under a penalty often livres, we 
also prohibit the said inhabitants of Beaumont, imder the same penalties,from taking 
their grdin to be ground elsewhere than the banal mill of the said seigniory. 
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We command the said Sieur de Beaumont to have his banal mill put in order so as 
to make good flour, and to have scales and stamped weights therein. 

Thus ordered, &;c. 

Done at Quebec, the 15th of December 1733. 

Signed, HOCQUART 



[Ordinance of 1734, No. 22, folio 2.J 

Ordinance prohihiting aU the inhahitaTUs Jram cuttiTig down and carrying away any 
wood for iheif oum use, upon the unconceded lands of the seigniory of Beaumont and 
Vincennes, other than the quantity necessary for the building of the church of Saint 
Etienne de Beaumont, 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Upon the information given us tliat, under pretext that the rector, churchwardens 
and inhabitants of the parish of St. Etienne de Beaumont, had intended to ask leave 
to take pine and cedar timber from the imconceded lands in the said parish, beyond 
the depth of the seigniory of Vincennes, for the building of the church of the said sei- 
gniory of Beaumont, some of the said inhabitants had commenced, before hand and 
without leave, to cut down pine and cedar trees for their own use, and even for the 
purpose of trading, an abuse which it is important to put an end to ; 

In granting leave to the said rector and churchwardens, as requested, to take pine 
and cedar timber from the places above mentioned, for the building of the said church 
of Beaumont : — 

We expressly prohibit all the inhabitants of the said place to take any timber for 
their own use, under the penalties set forth in the ordinances made by our predecessors 
and by ourselves ; we enjoin the said churchwardens to prepare a statement of the 
quantity of each kind of timber that may be necessary for the building and finishing of 
the said church, so as not to exceed that quantity ; the said timber to be drawn out by 
the said churchwardens and according to the portion allowed to each inhabitant. 

We command the captain and other officers of militia in the said place to look 
closely to the execution of the present ordinance, which shall be read and published in 
the ordinary manner so that no person may be ignorant of the same. 

Done at Quebec, the ninth of January 1734». 

Sigwi, HOCQUART. 
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[Ord. of 1734, No. 22, Polio 21.} 

Ordinance granting to the Dame widow Poisson, proprietaress of the fief rf GeTUilly, a 

delay of 2 years to build a banal mill in the said fief 

GlLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Seeing the petition to us presented by Jean and Michel Billy, Joseph Viens, Joseph 
Beaufort and Fran9oi8 Rivard dit Lavigne, inhabitants of the fief of Gentilly, which is 
situate opposite to Champlain; the said Lavigne acting for the other above named 
inhabitants, for the purpose of inducing us, for the reasons therein mentioned, to 
command the widow Poisson, proprietoress of the said fief of Gentilly, in the name and 
as tutrix to the Sieur Poisson, her eldest son,inmiediately to build a grist mill in the said 
fief for the use and advantage of her tenants, otherwise and in default thereoi^ that she 
be deprived, in her said quality, of the right of banalite, and that the said Rivard La- 
vigne, one of the petitioners, be allowed to build a mill, which he offers to do at his 
own expense, and keep the same in good order and condition, himself, his heirs and 
assigns for ever, so that it will supply the wants and necessities of ail the inhabitants of 
the said fief; and, in that case, the said Rivard shall enjoy the right and privileges of 
a banal mill ; 

Our ordinance of the 3rd February last, being at the bottom of the said petition, 
ordering it to be communicated to the said Dame Poisson, so that she might answer 
the same in the course of the said month, otherwise and the said delay expired, that the 
demand of the said inhabitants may be complied with ; the said petition and ordinance 
being notified to the said Dame Poisson by PoUet, a bailifi*, on the 17th of the said 
month of February, the answers in writing of th6 defendant not being served ; 

The parties in their said qualities having appeared before us, and being heard res- 
pectively, everything considered, with the consent of the said Rivard Lavigne, acting 
as aforesaid, we have granted to the said widow Poisson, acting also as aforesaid, a 
delay of two year s from the day of the signification of the present ordinance, to procure 
the means to build the banal mill, as required by the said inhabitants of the seigmory 
ofXrentilly, after which period we shall order what maybe right and propter. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th March 1734. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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(Ord. erf* 1735, No. 23, Folio 47.) 

Ordinance prqfMting the inhabitants liping near the farm of Michel Billy, at Gen- 
tiUy^ and other persons, fr(mh fishing in front of the said farm, upor& penalty, 
against the offenders, of all costs, damages and interests, and of a greater penalty 
if it he found necessary, 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

upon the complaints made to us by Michel Billy and Marie- Jeanne Kouillard,his wife» 
inhabitants of ihe seigniory of Gentilly, that a number of inhabitants, their neighbours, 
particularly Pran9ois Rivard, Joseph Vien and others, disturb them in the fishery in firont 
of their lands, which belong to them in virtue of their deed of concession passed before 
Normandin, notary at Three Rivers, the 15th July 1707, and on their own authority 
spread nets there, notwithstanding the prohibitions and resistance of the petitioners, 
by which the petitioners are greatly injured ; and as the said inhabitants have no right 
to fish in the limits of the petitioners* concession, they pray us to remedy the same by 
prohibiting the said inhabitants and others from fishing, at any time, in front of the 
land of the said petitioners; 

Regard to all which being had, and seeing the deed of concession above mentioned, 
we expressly prohibit all the inhabitants in the neighborhood of the land of the said 
petitioners, and all others, to put out nets or lines in front of the said land, or to disturb 
them in the possession and enjoyment of the fishery granted to them there by the deed 
above mentioned, on pain of all costs,, damages and interest, againstthe offenders, and 
of a greater penalty if the like occur again. 

Thus oi^ered, i&c. 

Done at Quebec, the 18th June 1735. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



(Ord. of 1736, No. 24, Polio 122.) 

Ordinance declaring the offers made by Pierre Lanouette to Mr. de la Pirade, seignior 
of Ste, Anne, good and valid, and in defavlt of the said seignior accepting the 
lods et ventes, arrears of cens at reDtes offered, the said Lanouette well and 
duly discharged therefrom, and the present ordinance to be a titre-nouvel and 
seizin to him. 

GjLLES ,HqC/liIJART, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by Pierre Lanouette, an inhabitant of Ste. Anne, 
praying, for the reasons therein contained, and the tender and notification annexed to 
it, and the answers of the Sieur de la Perade, that we would be pleased to declare the 
saidofiers good and valid, and to order that, within eight days, he shall be bound to 
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accept the said tender, with the deduction, however, of the sum of 33 livres, 12 solSf 
6 deniers, which he owes the petitioner for costs adjudged to him by us, before this 
time ; also that the said Sieur de la Perade do receive the capons, chickens and wheat, 
in conformity to the said tender, that he be also bound to register {ensatsiner) the deed 
of acquisition by the petitioner of the said farm, dated the 20th September 1723 ; and 
in default of doing so, that our ordinance of the 25th September last be held equivalent 
to such seizin, and also that, in default of the said Sieur de la Perade receiving the said 
smn so tendered, with the deduction above mentioned, with the said cens, capons, 
chickens and wheat, the petitioner be fully and entirely discharged, and the said Sieur 
de la Parade condemned to pay such travelling expenses of the said Lanouette, both 
going and returning, as may be assessed by us. 

The signification made to the said Sieur La Perade of our ordinance of the 25th 
September last, by Polet, a bailiff, on the 8th of the present month; the offers made 
by the said Lanouette to the said Sieur La Parade, by means of the said Polet, bailiff, 
on the said 8th day of the present month, to pay him immediately, in execcution of 
our ordinance, to wit : the sum of 116 livres^ 13 solsy 4 deniers for the lods et ventes 
of the land acquired by the said Lanouette from the Sieur and Dame Dorvilliers, the 
arrears of rent of the said land for thirteen years, to be computed from the 20th Sep- 
tember 1723, date of the said deed of purchase, the said arrears consisting of 26 capons, 
13 chickens, 6 J bushels of wheat, llivre and 6 sols of cenSy deducting however from 
the above sum that of 33 livres, 12 sols and 6 deniers for costs adjudged by us in favor 
of the said Lanouette, against the said Sieur de la Perade, by om: ordinance of the 
20th February 1731, and without prejudice to other costs adjudged in favor of the said 
Lanouette by decree of the superior council on the 20th March 1732, but which have 
not yet been taxed ; the said Lanouette praying that, in consequence of his said offers 
to the Sieur de la Perade, he be obliged to grant him seizin, and immediately grant 
tiU'e-nouvel of the said land, etc. 

The answer of the said Sieur de la Parade, signed by him and given to the bailiff at 
the time the said offers were made, in which he states that the said Lanouette had been 
thirteen years without recognizing him as seignior of L'Isle St. Ignace, and without 
paying any cens et rentes in virtue of the ordinance of Mr. Dupuy, which has been 
signified to the said Lanouette by a bailiff, with a demand of payment ; that he rejects 
the said offers made to him this day, and will accept them when he thinks proper, and 
that he will not receive either capons, chickens or wheat ; 

Another statement of a tender made in the aflemoon of the said day, by the said La- 
nouette to the said Sieur de la Perade, by the hands of the same bailiff, calling upon 
him to receive the money, capons, chickens, wheat and cenSy the same as in the pre- 
ceding tenders made the said day by the same bailiff, all which ^the said Sieur de la 
Parade has declared to be null, the said Lanouette stating that, on the morrow, he 
would leave for Quebec, at the same time protesting touching all costs, damages and 
interest, on account of his departure for St. Anne, sojourn at Quebec and return ; 

Another answer of the said Sieur de la Parade to the said bailiff, at the time of the 
signification of the second summons, in which answer the said Sieur de la Parade states 
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he has no other answer to give the said Lanouette, than the one already given, that in 
the event he should accept our ordinance, the said Lanouette must pay for the capons 
at the rate of 15 sols apiece, that the said Lanouette may go to Mr. Tlntendant, and that 
it will be a matter of pleasure to him ; * 

Seeing and considering all which, in consideration of the said petition and in exe- 
cution of our said ordinance of the 25th September last, we have declared the said 
tender above named to be good and valid, and in consequence thereof ordain that, in 
case the said Sieur de la Perade should not accept the said lods et ventes, arrears of 
cens et rentes so tendered to him by the said Lanouette, between this and next Saint 
Martin's Day; that, after the said period, the said Lanouette shall be well and truly 
acquitted and discharged therefrom up to next St. Martin's Day, and our said ordi- 
nance of the 25th September last, and also the present one shall be a titre-nouvel and 
seizin in his favor. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the thirteenth day of October one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-six. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1738, No. 25, Folio 8.J 

Ordifiance condemning the inhabitants of the seigniory of Ste, Anne to pay to the Sieur 

DaiUeuil, the cens et rentes and lods et ventes they owe him, taithin one month 

from the signification of these presents, and condemning those interested in the 

porpoise fisheries, established in the said seignory, to give him the tenth part of the 

oU p'odriced from the said fisheries, under penalty, SfC. 

HoNOR^ Michel be la RonviLLi^RE, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the Sieur Dauteuil, heretofore attorney 
general of the superior coimcil of this country, stating that there are due to him, by 
most of the inhabitants of the seigniory of La Pocatidre, of which he is seignior, several 
years of cens et rentes seigneuriales, which he cannot make them pay, as well as lods 
et ventes due to him by several purchasers of land in the said seigniory ; that over and 
above these seigniorial dues and lods et ventes^ he gave to one Quimper and his part- 
ners, No^l Lizot and the Sieur Roy de Laussidre and others, leave to establish por- 
poise fisheries in front of the said seigniory, upon condition of their paying the tenth 
part of the produce of the said fisheries, which the above named have failed to do, and 
have sent the oil produced from the said fisheries to town, and have sold it to different 
individuals, and among others to one Dup^rez, without the said Sieur Dauteuil having 
received the tenth part coming to him from the produce of the said fisheries ; 

The said Sieur Dauteuil concluding that we may be pleased to condemn the said 
inhabitants to pay the said cens et rentes and lods et ventes, and the said Quimper, NoSl 
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Lizot, the Sieur Roy de Laussi^re and others to give an account of the tenth part of 
the oil produced by the said fisheries, both for the time past and for the future, and 
tiiat, in consequence, he be allowed to seize and arrest t&e goods and effiscts that may 
be sent to this town by and belonging to the said inhabitants, in the vessels coming 
here from the said place called La Pocatiere for the purpose of being sold : 

Seeing the statement of the amounts due to the Sieur Dauteuil by the said inhabi- 
tants, and the submission of the parties interested in the said fisheries, and the whole 
being taken into consideration. 

We have condemned the inhabitants of the said seigniory of La Pocatiere to pay the 
said Sieur Dauteuil the cens et rentes and lods et ventes they may owe him, within one 
month from the signification of these presents ; we also condemn those interested in the 
porpoise fisheries of the said seigniory, to pay the said Sieur Dauteuil the tenth part 
of the produce of the said fisheries, both for thexime elapsed and for the future ; other- 
wise and in default of so doing, we allow the said Sieur Dauteuil to seize and attach 
the said oil and other effects belonging to the said inhabitants, which they may send to 
town or anywhere else, to be afterwards disposed of, as may be fit and proper. 

I And the present ordinance shall be read and published after divine service in the 
morning, at the parish church of the said parish of La Pocatiere, so that nobody may 
plead ignorance thereof. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the tenth day of November one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-seven. 



fOrd. of 1738, No. 26, Folio 27.] 

Ordinance dismusing the petition of the sieur Franfois Antoine Pecaudy de Cantrecmrt 
seignior of part of the seigniory d^ EschaillonSj and maintaining the sieur FroM^ 
Ckmrtois in the possession and enjoyment of the land conceded to him, under the 
terms J cens et rentes stipulated in his deed of the 11th of January 1724. 

Gtles HocQUAttT, &;c. 

Between the sieur Francois Antoine Pecaudy, Esquire, seignior of Contrecceiur, cap- 
tain of a company of the detachment of marines, maintained by His Majesty in this 
coimtiy, proprietor of part of the seigniory of d'EschaiJlons, plaintiff, jfor the purpose 
of his petition, answered by .us on the eighteenth of September last, appearing by Mr. 
de la Tour, royal notary of. the, jpreVo^^. of this tov7n,his attorney, of tjieone part; 9^d 
Fran9ois.Courtois,. an inhabitant of the seigniory d!£scbaillons, defendant, appearing 
in person, of the other part ; 

Seeing the petition presented . to us by the ^aid sieur de ContrecoBur, containing 
amongst other things,- that by the division of the.e»id ^figniory d-Echaillons^ tb^rehas 
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felleh to his share sixteen arpents, eight perches in front, of which the petitioner hav- 
ing taken possession, he found that Francois Courtois possessed ten arpents and eight 
perches of land in front by about forty in depth, and the said petitioner pretended that 
the deed of concession which had been granted to the said Courtois was defective or 
null in law, inasmuch as it is not proved that Pierre Mailhot, by whom it was granted, 
was authorized to give it by the late sieur Pierre de St. Ours ; that it does not appear 
that the said sieur de St. Ours, nor those in his place and stead, have directly or indi- 
rectly approved of the said concession, which approval, according to the said sieur 
de Contrecceur, it was necessary to have obtained, by reason of the difference there is 
between the rentes of the said land and those of thepther inhabitants; lastly, that 
upon examining the said deed of concession, we perceive that the said Mailhot only 
intended conceding three arpents, since the terth **8ituees,*' which in the said deed, is 
found placed after the words ^^entre les concessions de Baptiste Le Basufei Jean Cour- 
tois f* his brothei, which are written in a different hand and with different ink from the 
remainder of the deed, supposes a number of arpents which were to be expressed in the 
blank that had been left, and which not having been mentioned, the amount of the 
rente should establish them, as there is nothing to show a desire to favor the said Cour- 
tois ; the said sieur de Contrecceur concluding that the said Courtois be condemned to 
pay the arrears of the rentes of the said ten arpents and eight perches of land in front 
by forty in depth for the time of his possession, at the same rate as the other inhabi- 
tants of the said seigniory d'Eschaillons, and frirther that the said pretended deed of 
concession be declared null, as being granted by a person having no power of attorney^ 
authority or order to give it, and as it also appears that it was only intended to con- 
cede the number of arpents which the rente stipulated by the contract would lead to pre- 
sume, if we look upon the other concessions in the said seigniory as a rule, with costs; 
the said petition signed ''Contrecceur", at the bottom of which is our ordinance of the 
eighteenth of September 1737, ordering it to be communicated to the said Fran9ois 
Courtois, that he might give his answer thereto and appear before us on the tenth of 
the present month, at ten o'clock in the forenoon ; signification of the same being 
made to the 'said Courtois, on the thirteenth of October following, by the captain of 
militia and certified by the sieur Abrat, priest, cure of the said seigniory, the docu- 
ments annexed to the said petition being four in number, to wit : 

A declaration to the sieur de Contrecceur made by tiie said Mailhot, in presence of 
the captain of militia of the place and of another inhabitant, on the thirteenth of Oc- 
tober last, and received by the said sieur Abrat, by which die said Mailhot declares 
tbsx he has never been the attorney of the sieur de St. Oars, and that iie never grant- 
ed ^ deed of concession to any inhabitant ; 

A deed of concession passed before Michel Roy, notary in the jurisdiction and seig- 
niory of Ste. Anne, on tiie tenth of October 1669, by which the late sieur Pierre do 
St. Ours, seignior d'EschaiUons, grants to Jean Baptiste Le Boeof a farm and conces- 
mniy upon condition of the payment of cens et rentes Jonci^eaf at d'Eschaillons aforesaid, 
'of four arpents in front by forty in depth, upon payment of one sol tournds of rent by 
each serpent of land, of one live capon by each arpent of land in fitmt or thirty ^^ as 
and for the value of each capon, aad of six deniers of eem ; 
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Another deed of concession executed before Francois Trottin, notary in the juris- 
diction of Three-Rivers, Ste. Anne and Grondines, to Jean Baptiste Le Boeuf, the 
younger, by the said Pierre de St. Ours, of a land of five arpents in front, in the said 
seigniory d'Eschaillons, by forty in depth, on payment of four livres in money of revUe 
seigneuriah, five deniers of cem and three live capons, or their actual value in mo- 
ney, &c. 

Also another deed produced by the said sieur de ContrecoBur, of the concession 
granted to the said Francois Courtois, by the said Pierre Mailhot, in the name and as 
the attorney of the sieur Pierre de St. Ours d'Eschaillon, of the extent of land in front 
which may be found between the lands of Baptiste Le Boeuf and Jean Courtois, his 
brother, situate in the said seigniory d'Eschaillons, for the annual, perpetual and un- 
redeemable rent of four live capons; or their value in money, and six livres in money, 
and one sol of cens, for the whole of the said concession, &c., the said deed passed before 
Daniel Normandin, royal notary at Three-Rivers, on the seventeenth January 1717. 

The answers in writing of the said Courtois, to the petition of the said sieur de 
ContreoBur, in which he states, among other things, that the sieur de ContrecoBur is 
not right in trying to make him lose part of his land, nor in increasing his rentes which 
he has always paid regularly, as the receipts produced by him vsrill prove, several of 
which are signed by the said Mailhot, as attorney of the seigniors d'Eschaillons ; that 
he has been in possession of his land, in virtue of a deed, for fourteen years. 

That the land is bad, and that there was a quantity of stones and bad wood upon it 
when it was conceded, which he offers to prove, if necessary, by the old inhabitants 
who know what work he was obliged to perform to put a part of it under cultivation 
and take away the stones ; 

That he would not have taken the farm, had it not been for the smallness of the rent 
stipulated by his deed, and he adds that as to the names to be found in the deed after 
these words, "Ze terrain et la terre qui se trouvera de front entre les coficessions des TiommeSf 
8fc" which the sieur de Contrecoeur finds fault with, and pretends have been written in 
the blank that had been left to fill up, by another hand and with different ink from the re- 
mainder of the deed, we cannot come to any other conclusion than that the said Mail- 
hot, acting as the attorney of the said late sieur de St. Ours, did not remember, at the 
time of the passing of the deed, the names of the two inhabitants whose lands boi^nd- 
ed the one conceded to the defendant, and that the said names were filled up by the 
clerk of the notary, which is the more naturally to be presumed from the defendant 
not having been disturbed as to the extent of the front of his land since the time of 
his possession ; praying for proof of his statement, that we may be pleased to order 
that the original of the said deed or a copy of it duly compared by the grefier of the 
jurisdiction of Three-Rivers, depositary of the original deeds of the said late NormaB- 
din, notary, be produced, and the defendant concludes verbally, that the demands of the 
•ud sieur de Contrecoeur be dismissed, and that the defendant be maintained in the poB- 
session and enjoyment of his land, according to l^e terms of his deed. 
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Seeing also the papers produced to us by the defendant, to the number of five, to 
wit : — a copy of the deed of concession to the defendant, made by the said Pierre 
Mailhot, in the name and as attorney of the said Sieur Pierre de St. Ours, on the 17th 
of January 1724, of the land which is to be found between the concessions of Jean 
Baptiste Le Boeuf and that of Jean Courtois, his brother, which copy is, in every thing, 
like the one produced by the sieur de Contrecceur ; 

A receipt dated the eight of November 1723 for cens et rentes paid by defendant and 
" Pierre Mailhot for Mr. Deschaillons." 

Another receipt also signed, " Pierre Mailhot for Mr. Deschaillons," dated the 
eleventh November 1724, for the same cens and rentes paid by the defendant : 

Another receipt given to the defendant by the said Mailhot, acting for Mr. do Con- 
trecceur, dated the eighth of September 1736, for the sum of twenty four llvres for 
five years arrears of the said rente ; 

A note of the said sieur de Contrecceur, dated the thirteenth of October 1737, stat- 
ing, " I will give credit to Fran9ois Courtois for twenty-four livres, amount of an or- 
" der I have received from Jean Courtois, his brother." 

The parties having appeared as above, being heard respectively, and every thing 
being considered. 

We have dismissed the conclusions of the plaintifTs petition, and consequently main- 
tained the defendant in the ownership and enjoyment of the land conceded to him un- 
der the terms, cens, rentes and dues contained in the said deed of the seventeenth of 
January 1724. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th January 1738. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1738, No. 26, foho 31.] 

Ordinance dismissing the conclusions of tlie petition of tJie Sieur Frangois Gosselin 
and maintaining the Sieur Pierre Neau dit Bernard in tlie possession and enjoy- 
ment of a fishery he Jtad reserved to himself in the deed of sale of his land in favor 
of the said Gosselin. 

Gjlles Hocquart, &c. 

Between Francois Gosselin, an inhabitant of the seigniory of Beaumont, plaintiff 
praying for the conclusions of his petition, answered by us on the twenty-first of No- 
vember last, appearing by Mr. Delatour, his attorney, of the one part ; 

k2 
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And Pierre Neau dit Bernard, inhabitant of the said seigniory, defendant, appearing 
in person, of the other part ; 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the said Grosselin, stating in substance that 
he had acquired from Pierre Neau a farm and habitation in the seigniory of Beaunaont, 
of three arpents in front upon the River St. Lawrence, by forty in depth, that being 
desirous of establishing a fishery in front of the said farm, he had been disturbed by 
the said Neau, his vendor, imder pretext that by the deed of sale in favor of the peti- 
tioner, he had reserved the said fishery to himself, in virtue of which reserve he pre- 
tended that it belonged to him ; the said Gosselin contending by his petition that the 
right of fishing being a favor gi*anted by the King, it cannot, by any stipulation, be 
separated from the land to which it is attached ; the petitioner conduding that we 
may be pleased to allow him to simimon the said Neau before us, that he may be pro- 
hibited from disturbing the petitioner in hia fishery, under the penalties we may be 
pleased to order ; 

Our ordinance of the twenty-fist of November last, being at the bottom of the said 
petition, and ordering the parties to appear before us on the twelfth of January then 
next at nine of the clock in the morning. 

The parties having appeared before us as above, it was stated by the said Neau, that 
before passing the deed of sale of the land in question to the said Grosselin, he had 
clearly explained to him that he reserved to himself the right of fishing which was 
attached to the said land, with a road to go and come at the proper times ; that he 
would only sell upon that condition, and the said Gosselin having agreed thereto the 
deed was made with that reserve, in consequence of which the said Neau had given 
the land to the said Gosselin for a less price ; that for the fishery he pays the eleventh 
part to the seignior, with which tax the said Gosselin was not charged by the deed of 
sale ; that ftirther he is willing to take the land back and return the price received 
from Gosselin, if he is not satisfied with his purchase; the said Neau concluding, for 
these reasons, that we may be pleased to maintain him in the possession and enjoy- 
ment of the fishery in question, according to the terms of the said deed of sale, and to 
prohibit the said Gosselin from disturbing him, under such penalty as we may be pleased 
to order. 

The parties being heard and seeing the said deed passed before Pichet, notary, at the 
Island of Orleans the seventh of October 1733, by which the said Neau sells to the said 
Francois Gosselin a lot of land and habitation, situate in the seigniory of Beaumont, on 
the River St. Lawrence, of three arpents, three perches and twelve feets or thereabouts 
in front, by a depth of forty arpents, without reserving, excepting or retaining any 
thing, unless it be the right of fishing upon the beach of the said land, as stated in the 
deed of concession, and a foot path from the King's highway to the said beach, along 
the land of Pierre Garant, and another road to go to a dell, caveCy which is at thie foot 
of the mill, with a place to put the implements for the said fishery above high water 
mark, &c., the whole for the price and sum of four hundred livres. 

The whole duly considered--^ 
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We have dismiBsed the conclusions of the plaintiff's petition and maintained the 
defendant in the possession and enjoyment of the fishery reserved hy him, according to 
the terms of the deed of sale above cited, with prohibition to the plaintiff to disturb 
him under the penalties imposed by law ; 

We have given acte to the plaintiff of the defendant's offer to take back the land and 
return the price received for it, which the said plaintiff will be bound to accept within 
fifteen days of the notification of the present ordinance, after which time he will be 
foreclosed from the right of so doing. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twelfth of January 1738. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1738, No. 26, folio 32.] 

Ordinance granti?ig to the Sieur Jean Des Roclies^ an inlwhita/nt of Demaure, a delay 
of eight days to 'produce the title of his landy and in default of his doing so toithin 
the said delay ^ condemning him to pay one year of arrears, dub hy hiniy at tlie rate of 
one sol for eacli arpent in superficies, and one capon for each arpent in front by 
thirty in depth, ^t;., Sfc. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Seemg our order of the eighth of the present month obtained by the Religious 
Ladies of the Hotel-Dieu of Quebec, appearing by Mr. Pillard, their attorney, sum- 
moning before us Jean Des Roches, Antoine Rasset, Gilbert and Galameau, 

all inhabitants of the seigniory of Demaure belonging to the poor of the said Hotel-Dieu, 
to be condenmed to pay to the said Religions Ladies the cens et roiies due to them, and 
the seigniorial rights from those who owe them, the said order duly notified to the 
above named. 

The said Jean Des Roches having alone appearod, prayed us to grant him delay to 
look for the title of his land, by which he pretends he should not pay such heavy 
rentes as the said Religious Ladies demand from him ; in consequence of which we 
have granted to the said Des Roches a delay of eight days from the day of the notifica- 
tion of our preisent ordinance, to produce the pretended title in question, after which 
time and in de&ult of his doing so, we have condenmed him aa well for the present 
aa for the past to pay one year's arrears due by him, at the rate of one sol for each 
arpent in superficies and a capon for each arpent in front by thirty in depth ; 

Ajid we have recorded a default in favor of the said Religious Ladies, appearing as 
above, against the said Rasset, Gilbert and Galameau not appearing, and we order them 
to appear before us also eight days after no^ce of the present ordinance, after which 
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time, and in default of their appearing, they will be bound to pay their rentes to the 
said Ladies at the rate settled above. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the fifteenth of January, one thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
eight. 

True copy, 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1738, No. 26, folio 41.] 

Ordinance homologating the report of the the Sieur Boisclery Grand- VoT/er, and order- 
ing Pierre y Jean and Andre BxHyitaille^ a7td oilier inhabitants to take from Miss. 
Peuvret their deeds of concession of the lands granted to them in the seigniory of 
Gaitdarvilley su^yject to the ce?is et rentes ordered by His Majesty, to luit : one sol 
of censfor each arpent in front, and one sol of rente for eacharpent in superficies , 
and one capon or twenty sols, according to the choice of the said Miss Peuvret, fm- 
each arpent in front. 

GiLLES HOCQUAI^T, &C. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by Jean, Andre & Pierre Robitaille, Noel 
Beaupre & Fran9ois Dion, inhabitants of the Cote de St. Joseph, in the seigniory of 
Gaudarville, parish of Ancienne Lorette, praying for the reasons therein stated that 
vre Would be pleased to summon before us Miss. Peuvret, for the purpose of condemn- 
ing her to grant them titles, in due form, of the lands conceded to them by her, the 
same as the deeds of concession of the other lands in the said seigniory ; 

Our ordinance of the 25th of November last, being at the bottom of the said petition, 
ordering it to be commimicated to Miss. Peuvret, that she might appear before us on 
the fourth of December following at nine of the clock in the forenoon ; 

Notice of the said petition and ordinance being given to the said Miss. Peuvret, 
on the twenty-eighth of the same month and year by Dubreuil, a bailiff, and the 
parties having appeared, the said Miss. Peuvret, by the Sieur Latour her attorney 
duly named. 

It was stated, by the said attorney, that the said Miss. Peuvret offered and agreed to 
give and grant to the said inhabitants, plaintiffe, deeds of the new lands she had con- 
ceded to them immediately behind the first concessions of the said seigniory, and 
at the cens et rentes and seigniorial rights we would be pleased to order. 

And by the said inhabitants it was stated that the lands conceded to them should 
commence in front at the line of Boutin which is the continuation of the line of St. 
Joseph in the seigniory of St. Gabriel, belonging to the order of Jesuits ; 
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And that the lands at the end of the first range, are nothing but a swamp for about 
thirteen arpents, quite unfit for cultivation ; that consequently the new lands granted to 
them by Miss Peuvret in the second range, should only begin at the end of the said 
swamp and then run to a depth of thirty arpents. 

To this the said Sieur Latour, actingas aforesaid, replied, that the lands should be 
taken as they are found, otherwise great injury would arise to the seignior, if upon 
pretext of there being bad pieces of land, they were obliged to leave large spaces 
between the ranges of the seigniories. 

That the statement of the said inhabitants is the less founded, inasmuch as Miss. 
Peuvret, to carry out the plans laid out of the said seigniory, had conceded lots in the 
third rang commonly known as the Cote Sainte-Anne, to several inhabitants who have 
deeds and have made clearances, and laid down meadows ; which Cote Sainte-Anne 
is to begin, according to the said plans, at sixty arpents fi:om the end of the habitations 
of the Cote de Champigny. 

In relation to which disputes and contestations, we, by our ordinance of the fourth 
of December last at the foot of the petition of the said inhabitants, referred to the 
Sieur Grand- Voyer, that he might make an examination upon the ground, in presence 
of the parties or after due notice given them, as to the limits of the lands in question, 
and that, upon the report of the said Sieur Grand- Voyer> we might order what is ne- 
cessary ; the petition presented to the said Sieur Grand- Voyer, by Miss Peuvret, 
praying him to name the day and hour of his going upon the ground, and to appoint 
any surveyor he should think proper, to proceed with the verification and examina- 
tion ordered. 

The ordinance of the said Grand- Voyer, of the eleventh of the said month of De- 
cember being at the end of the said petition. 

Notice of the said petition and ordinance being given to the said inhabitants, plain- 
tifl&, by Dubreuil, bailiff, on the twelfth of the same month, and seeing the procSs- 
verbal of the said Grand-Voyer, made on the thirteenth of December and on the fol- 
lowing days in virtue of our ordinance of the fourth of the same month ; 

The figurative plan of the ground, made by the said Sieur Grand-Voyer, in relation 
to the said procis-verbal, and signed by us this day, ne varietur , the said plan remain- 
ing in the hands of our secretary with the said procis-verbal ; 

Seeing also the location tickets given both by the Dame Duchesnay, and by Miss 
Peuvret to Jean Hamel and Pierre Boivin, the younger, of three arpents in fi'ont by 
thirty arpents in depth, to commence in fi:ont at the end of the lands of the C6te de 
Champigny, together Vith several deeds granted by Miss Peuvret to the inhabitants 
of the third range, otherwise called Cdte Ste. Anne, whose lands are described as 
taking their front at the end of the sixty arpents which commence at the line terminat- 
ing the C6te de Champigny, and every thing being considered : 
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We have homologated and do homologate ike eaxd prods-verbal of the Grand- Voyer, 
bearing date the thirteenth of December and following days; we therefore ordain that 
the said Pierre, Jean & Andre Robitaille, Noel Beaupr^, and Fran9ois Dion, shal] 
take deeds of concession from Miss Peuvret, of the lands that have been granted to 
them, of thirty arpents in depth, the front of which lands shall begin at the end of 
thirty arpents from the line terminating the ^d Cote de Champigny, at the rate of 
cens et rentes ordered by His Majesty, to wit : one sd of cens for each arpent in 
front and one sol oi rente for each arpent in superficies, and one capon or twenty sds 
according to the choice of the said Miss Peuvret, for each arpent in front : 

We have condemned the plaintiffs to pay the costs estimated by us at thirty-four 
livres ten so/s, not including the travelling expenses and charges of the said Grand- 
Voyer. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-third of January 1752. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1738, No. 26, Folio 55.] 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons frorn, hunting or cutting and carrying atoay wood and 
hay from Vlsle aux Oies, belonging to the Religious Ladies of the HoieUI^ieu of 
Quebec, under pain of afine of ten livres and of a heavier penalty for the second of 
fence. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the Religious Ladies of the Hotel-Dieu of this 
city, stating that they are proprietors of the fief and seigniory of Grosse-Isle^aux-Oies, 
upon which several persons, both of the town and places adjoining to the said island, 
go to shoot partridges, wild geese and other game, and even cut down wood and hay 
and commit other depredations which cause considerable injury to the petitioners, and 
that as the farmer who is upon the island is unable, of himself, to stop these depreda- 
tions, the said Nuns pray we will be pleased expressly to prohibit all persons of what- 
soever quality and condition they may be, from hunting upon the said Isle-aux-Oies 
and its dependencies, under pain of a fine oitGnlivres, and also to prohibit, under pain 
of the same penalties, all persons from cutting wood on the said island and taking hay 
therefrx)m, and from doing any other damage; due regard to all which bemg had. 

We expressly prohibit all persons of whatever condition and quality they may bci 
from shooting partridges, wild geese or other game, vdthin the extent of I'lsle-aux- 
Oies, under penalty of a fine of ten livres for the first time, and of a greater penalty 
in case of a second ofience ; we also prohibit in Uke mapA^r> all persons, under the 
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same penalties, from cutting and carrying away wood and hay ; and these presents 
shall he read and ptthlished where necessary, so that no person may plead ignorance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 21st of February 1738. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1738, No. 25, Folio 66.] 

Ordinance enjoining the sieur Charles Couillardf seignior of Beawmonty upon a report of 
expertSt immediately to plojce in the mill of the said seigniory, a miller skilful in 
his trade, and until that time, allowing the inhabitants to take their grain to be 
ground where they please, 

GiLLES HOCUUART, &C. 

Between the inhabitants of the seigniory of Beaumont, plaintiffe, appearing by 
Charles Lecourt, one of them, of the one part ; and the sieur Charles Couillard, seig- 
nior of Beaumont aforesaid, defendant, of the other part. 

Seeing our ordinance of the thirteenth of February last, stating that upon the agree- 
ment made between the parties, to leave it to two persons of experience to judge whe- 
ther the miller who at present is in the mil] of the said seigniory is skilful in his trade 
or not, we gave acte of the nomination made, to wit : — On the part of the sieur de 
Beaumont, of one Joseph Nadeau, and on the part of the pliaintiffs, of one Fran9ois 
Foumier ; which experts should first be sworn before the sieur cure of Beaumont, well 
and truly to examine if the said miller is capable or not, of which they would prepare a 
report, which being given to us, we should order what was necessary ; and in case the 
said experts should not agree in opinion, they would choose a third expert, who being 
first duly sworn before the said cvn-e faithfully to give his opinion as to the capacity or 
incapacity of the said miller; as to the new demand, made by the said inhabitants 
that the miller of the said mill should be bound not only to grind the wheat belong- 
ing io the inhabitants, but also their other grain, the sieur de Beaumont having agreed 
to the justice of the demand and consented to it, we hate givien acte thereof to the 
plainti£&, and in consequence order that their other grain be ground in the said mill, 
as well as their wheat ; 

The oath taken before the sieur Chasle, priest, cure of Beaumont, on the twenty- 
third of the said month, by the said Joseph Nadeau and Fran9ois Foumier, the de- 
claration made on the said day by the said Nadean and Foumier, by which it ap- 
pears that the said miller of Beaumont is not at all skilful, which the said arbitrators 
declare they know by the experience of several years ; the notice given of the said 
ordinance, the oath taken and the declaration of the above named arbitrators, made to 
the sieur de Beaumont, at the request of the said inhabitants, through Jacques Viel ; 
the parties having been heard, to wit : the said sieur de Beaumont in person, and the 
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eaid inhabitants, as above stated, by Charles Lecourt, one of them, intrusted with the 
documents, and seeing our order of the fourth of the present month, calling upon the 
said sieur de Beaumont to appear for the purpose of placing a good miller in his mill, 
or allowing his inhabitants to have their grain ground where they please ; all which 
being duly considered. 

We order the sieur de Beaumont immediately to place in his mill a good miller by 
trade, other than the one at present there, and until it is so done, we allow the said in- 
habitants to have their grain ground where they please. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 12th March 1738. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1739, No. 27, Folio 134.] 

Decree touching the contestations between the proprietors of the Isles MingaUf and the 
inhabitants on the mainland, opposite the said islands, 

Charles marquis de Beauiiarnois, &c. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Upon the contestations which have arisen between the sieur Fleury de la Gorgen- 
diere, agent of the India Company, as having married miss Claire Joliet, Marie Mars, 
wddow of the late Jean Joliet Mingan, now wife of Jean Louis Volant Dhandebourg, 
the said Mars in the name and as tutrix of the minor children of the said late Jean 
Joliet Anticostie, all heirs of the late Louis Joliet, proprietors of the isle and islets of 
Mingan, which are on the north side and follow each other as far as the Bay called 
TAnse aux Espagnols, in virtue of the grant made to the said Louis Joliet, on the 10th 
of March 1679, by Mr. Duchesneau, heretofore intendant in this country, of the one 
part ; and the sieur Jacques de la Fontaine de Belcourt, councillor of the superior 
council, proprietor of a concession on the north side of the river St. Lawrence, by 
virtue of a title from us, dated first September 1733, and the sieur Pomereau, writer, 
employed in the king's store, proprietor of another concession, also situate on the said 
north side, in virtue of another title from us, dated the second of May 1738, of the 
other part. 

The said contestations having arisen in relation to the isles and islands in front of the 
said concessions, of which the"said sieurs Lafontaine and Pommereau demand the use, 
and that they may have concessions granted them by the proprietors of the saidislands» 
80 as to enable them to carry on their permanent seal fishing establishments, whi ch 
they have commenced on the mainland, and to prevent them from being disturbed 
therein. 
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Raving heard the parties^ and having given a statement to HiiS Majesty, of the differ- 
ences between them, and having proposed that, in maintaining the said sieur de la Gror- 
gendiere and his co-heirs in the possession of the said islands, he should oblige them to 
concede, for a certain amount, to the individuals who have concessions upon the main- 
land, the islands they may require, reserving however to the said proprietors concur- 
rently with the inhabitants of the mainland, the right of shooting seals throughout 
the whole of the islands, after the time has passed for the regular fishery. 

In consequence of which His Majesty has given us his orders, contained in the letter 
addressed to us by Mr. le comte de Maurepas, minister and secretary of state, dated 
the twenty-first of April ; in obedience to which we order :— 

lo. 

That the proprietors of the islands in question shall be bound, upon the first requi- 
sition, to concede to the inhabitants of the mainland, the islands situate in front of 
their lands, which they may require for the establishment of their permanent fisheries, 
upon payment of twenty-five livres of rente, payable to the sieur de la Gorgendidre 
and his co-heirs, for each league conceded in front of the said islands, vnth the reserve 
however, that the grantors shall have, as heretofore, concurrently with the new gran- 
tees,the right of shooting seals after the time is past for the regular fishing. 

2o. 

The concessions upon the mainland having been granted to the sieur de la Fontaine 
and Pommereau, only for a certain time, the said rent of twenty-five livreSf for each 
league of the islands, shall only be exacted during the time they shall enjoy the said 
concessions, or so long as they shall use the fisheries ; and the sieur de la Gorgendidre 
and his co-heirs shall re-enter into possession of their rights. And in case His Majesty 
should concede to other individuals the same concessions upon the mainland, the new 
grantees shall acquire the same rights as the old ones and shall be bound to the same 
conditions towards the heirs Joliet. 

3o. 

The sieurs de la Fontaine and Fomereau shall also be bound, between this and the 
of September next, to demand from, the proprietors of the said islands, con- 
cessions of the quantity of land they may require upon the front of the said islands, to 
continue their fishing establishments in safety and without hindrance, and in default of 
the proprietors conceding the same, titles shall be given to them in the king's name. 

4o. • 

If concessions are hereailer granted upon the mainland to other individuals besides 

the said sieurs de la Fontaine and Fomereau, and that there should be, in front of the 

said concessions, islands forming part of those conceded to the late sieur Joliet, the 

sieur de la Gt>rgendi^re and his co-heirs shall conform, on their part, to the present 

ordinance. 

b2 
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5o. « 

We prohibit the eieur de la Gorgendiere and all others, under the penalties imposed 
by law, directly or indirectly to disturb the grantees of the mainland in the fisheiies 
established by them and which they may estabUsh until the return of next fishing sea- 
son, when they shall have determined upon the number of islands recjuired by them, 
and of which they shall demand concessions. 

Made and done, according to His Majesty's pleasure, at Quebec, the twentieth of 

September 1739. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1740, No. 28, folio 24.] 

OrdinaTtce prohibiting the proprietors of the seigniories of the Lac des Deux-Montagnes^ 
VIsle Bizard, and otJiers in the neighourJuxxiffrom cutting down the oak fit far tlie 
building of the King^s sfdps, upon the said seigniories under pain of a fine often 
limes for each oak tree they may have cut, 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Having been informed that on Tlsle Jesus, in the seigniories of the Lac des Deux- 
Montagnes, belonging to Madame Dargenteuil and to Mr. de Vaudreuil, and I'lsle 
Bizard, there is a considerable number of oak trees fit for the building of the King's 
vessels, we expressly prohibit the proprietors of whatsoever quality or condition they 
may be, from cutting or causing to be cut any oak trees, until we shall have had the 
same examined and marked, so as to preserve those trees which may be fit for building 
His Majesty's ships, under pain, against the offenders, of the confiscation of the wood 
cut, and of a fine often livres for each oak tree they shall thus have cut down. 

The said fine payable to the informers. 

We charge the judges of the place, the officers of militia, and others to whom it may 
appertain, to see to the execution of our present ordinance, which is to be read, pu- 
blishd and posted up wherever necessary so that no person may plead ignorance of the 
same. 

We enjoin them to give us notice, or to give notice to our deputy at Montreal, of 
all infringements of these presents. 

Done an4 given at Quebec, the twentieth of March 1740. 

Signed, KOCQUART. 
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[Ordce. of 1740, No. 28, folio 55.) 

Ordinance far the preservation of red pine^ trees, (fit for the masts of His Majesty* $ 
vessels) y grotedng in the neighborhood of Lake CJuimplain, arid on ilie baiiks of the 
River Richelieu, in the seigniory of Sorel ; and prohildting the cuttiyig of any 
such trees, under a penalty of fifty livres far each tree so ciU ; and of double that 
sum in the case of a second oj'etice, 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

As it is necessary to provide proper materials for the construction of the vessels which 
His Majesty has ordered to the built, in this country, and of those which may hereaf- 
ter be built therein ; and as we have noticed, during our visit on the borders of Lake 
Champlain and elsewhere, the various pine forests fit for that use, and particularly 
one of a league in extent in the seigniory of Sorel, on the banks of the River Riche- 
lieu, commencing half a league above fort Sorel on the left side, ascending the 
River, in which is found a considerable quantity of red pine of good quality and fine 
proportions, very suitable for ship's masts, we have thought it proper, for the good of 
the King's service, to make the following ordinance, which will not only attain that 
object, but will be advantageous to Dame de Ramesay, seignior and proprietress of 
Sorel whom we have heard on the subject, and also to the tenants that we have met 
on the spot. That is to say : 

Firstly* 

We prohibit any whomsoever, from felling or causing to be felled, any red pine 
trees in the extent of the forest above described, without our express and written per- 
mission, under a penalty of fifty livres, for each tree so felled, and of double that sum 
in case of a repetition of the offence, which penalties shall belong to the informer. 

Secondly. 

And, with a view more effectually to induce the owner of the said seigniory and the 
tenants thereof, in the extent above mentioned to preserve the said trees, we hereby 
promise that, whenever we shall order some of the said pines to be cut down, we will 
cause the following sums to be paid to them, that is to say : 

Three livres for each red pine tree, measuring when stripped of its bark, twenty- 
four inches and more in diameter at the large end, taken standing ; thirty sols for those 
measuring twenty-three inches and less, down to nineteen inches ; and twenty sols 
only for those measuring firom eighteen inches to fifteen. 

We also prohibit all inhabitants either residents or not, from making any fire in the * 
said forest, except in such places as shall be pointed out to them, by Jean Mandeville, 
residing at the said place, and whom we have appointed to that effect, under a penalty 
of ten livres against the offending parties ; who are hereby ordered to extinguish their 
said fires when they leave them. 
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■ 

And we enjoin all the captains and other militia officers of the place, to contribute 
to the execution of the present ordinance, and we particularly charge the said Jean 
Mandeville with the preservation of the said pine forest, and to see that the fire does 
not spread therein ; and we order him to notify us in case of contravention to these 
presents, on pain of being made personally responsible for the same. 

The present ordinance shall be road and published, on the first of May, of each year, 
at Sorel, at the issue of divine service, in the morning, so that no one n:iay plead 
ignorance thereof. 

Done at Montreal, on the twentieth of June 1740. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



fOrdce. of 1742, No. 30, foUo 4.] 

Ordinance tohich, upon the petition of the Missionaries and tenants of the seigniory of 
Contrecoeury grants ojct to the Sieur de ContrecosuTy the younger j co-seignior^ of 
his offer, and permits him to erect a grist-mill^ in the said seigniory y ike right cf 
banaZite, in all the said seigniory having been transferred to him, by all the 
other co-seigniors. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Between the missionaries and tenants of the parish and seigniory de Contrecoeur, 
plaintifli, by petition answered by us, on the 28th of March last past; of the one 
part ; 

And Francois Antoine de Pecaudy, Esquire, seignior of Contrecoeur aforesaid, cap- 
tain in the detachment of marine ; and Dame Marie Fran^oise de Contrecoeur, widow 
of the Sieur Jean Louis de la Come, Esquire, Sieur de Chapt, in his life time knight 
of the military order of St. Louis, the King's Xiieutenant in the town of Montreal, 
defendant, summoned to answer the said petition ; of the other part; 

And Sieur Jean Francois Volant de Fosseneuve, seignior, of part of the said sei- 
gniory of Contrecoeur, also defendant; of the other part ; 

And the Sieur Pecaudy de Contrecoeur, the younger. Esquire, ensign in the 
said troops, intervening party, by petition, by us answered on the said day 28th March 
last past, of the other part. 

Seeing the petition of the said missionaries and tenants of Contrecoeur, praying, for 
the reasons therein contained, that it may please us, to order that the co-seigneurs of 
Contrecoeur shall, within the delay to be by us fixed, build a public grist-mill, un moulin 
banalf in the said seigniory, and that, in default of so doing within the said delay, it be 
declared that they have forfeited their said privilege otbanalite ; and that it be granted 
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to any of the iobabitants or others <:S the »aid aeigmory desirous of building such mill 
i¥ithin a year and a day. 

The said Sieurs de ContrecoBur, father and son, having declared that they will not 
erect such a mill, in consequence of the multiplicity of joint-seigniors who have the 
same privilege with them ; seeing also our ordinance of the 28th of March last, at the 
bottom of the said petition, to the effect that it should be communicated to the 
said seigniors of Contrecoeur, for them to appear before us, within the delay of the said 
ordinance, and the service of the said petition and ordinance made at the request of 
the said plaintifis upon the Sieurs de Contrecoeur, the father and son, and upon the 
said Dame Widow de la Come, by Decoste, a bailiff of Montreal, on the twenty-sixth 
of April also last part, together with a summons to appear before us, on the twenty- 
eighth day of Jime following, at nine of the clock, in the forenoon ; also another ser- 
vice of the said petition and ordinance, made at the request of the said plaintiffe, upon 
the Sieur Volant de Fosseneuve, by Monmerque, a bailiff, at ContreccBur, on the eighth 
day of May also last past, with summons for the same day. 

The petition in intervention of the said Sieur de Contrecoeur, the younger, to the 
effect that, for the reasons therein enumerated, it may please us to allow him to inter- 
vene in the demand made by the said missionaries and tenants of Contrecoeur ; and 
that adjudging upon his said intervention, we may order that, in consequence of his 
offers, of which he prays act, he will, within such delay as it may please us to grant, 
erect the mill in question, upon the charges, clauses and conditions that he will be and 
remain the proprietor thereof, and that the right of bannlite, in all the extent of the 
said seigniory of Contrecoeur shall belong thereto exclusively ; at the bottom of which 
said last mentioned petition is found our ordinance of the 28th of March last past, to 
the end that it should be communicated to the proprietors and joint-seigniors of the 
said seigniory de Contrecoeur, to appear before us within the delay fixed by the or- 
dinance. 

Our ordinance made between the parties on the said twenty-eighth of June last 
past, by which we ordered that the parties should be heard before us, in fifteen days 
from the service of our ordinance, during which time, the parties were held to com- 
municate to each other, the deeds, documents and papers of which they intend to make 
use, in order that, upon the whole being submitted to us, justice may be done between 
the said parties, and act is granted to the Sieur de Fosseneuve, of the appointment 
by him made of the Sieur Poulin, gentleman, of this town, as his attorney, at whose 
residence, he has elected his domicile, for the purpose of all services to be made, in 
relation to the present case. 

Seeing also, the deed passed, on the fourth of May last, before Me. Latour, Royal 
notary, in the jurisdiction of this town, and authorized to exercise the same fonctions, 
at Montreal, h^ which deed, the said Sieur de Contrecoeur, the father, and the said 
Dame Widow de la Come, agi-ee that the said missionaries, or tenants, or any other 
perBon be authorized to erect a banal mill, in ittd said seigniory of Contt^ecoeur ; and 
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%o that effect the j consent that the privilege which they have of erecting a mill, and 
the right of banalite which belongs to them, in all the extent of the said seigniory be 
transmitted to whomsoever will undertake well and duly to build a grist-mill in the 
said seigniory, giving up and desisting from the s;iid rights and pri-vileges which they 
abandon, cede and transfer to whomsoever shall be authoiizcd to build the said mill, 
upon condition that he will bind himself to erect the said mill, and placo the same in 
a state to make floiu*, within one year from the date of the said deed, or from the date 
of the ordinance which may be made, on pain of payment of all costs, damages and 
interest and to be compelled thereto, by all lawful means. 

Also the service of the said deed, at the diligence of the said missionaries and te- 
nants of Contrecoeur, upon the said Sieur Volant de Fosseneuve, and to the late Siour 
Volant de Henault, in his lifetime, joint-seignior of the said seigniory of Contreccein- ; 
and the power of attorney beaiing date on the 28th of June last, by which the said 
Sieur de Fosseneuve, authorizes the Sieur Poulin to do all things necessary to put an 
end to the suit which is now pending before us, between him and the said missionaries 
and tenants of CentrecoBur, respecting the hanaliU of the mill, either by compro- 
mise, acceptance of the whole of the said mill, annual rent, or sum of money once 
paid. 

And our order of this day to compel the Sieur Poirier, agent for the said plaintiff 
as well as for the said Sieur de Contrecoeur, the father, and the said Dame Widow 
de la Come ; the said Sieur Poidin, in his capacity aforesaid, and the said Sieur de 
Contrecoeur, the younger, to appear before us. 

Having heard the parties, now present, and the statement of the said Sieur Poidin, 
in his said capacity, that the said Fosseneuve offers to build the said mill, to put it in a 
fit state to make flour, within two years, from this day ; and the offer made by the said 
Sieur de Contrecoeur, the younger, here also present, to build the said mill, within 
the present year ; and that, even if the said Fosseneuve will have it built, during the 
same delay, he consents thereto ; and is willing that the hatudite be transmitted to 
him, in all the extent of the said seigniory of Contrecoeur. 

And considering the whole, we have granted act to the parties of their respective 
offers and consents ; and adjudging as well upon the demand of the said missionaries 
and tenants, as upon the intervention of the Sieur de Contrecoeur, the younger, we do 
authorize him, the said Sieur de Contrecoeur, the younger, to build the said mill, 
within one year ; imless the said Sieur de Fosseneuve do, within fifleen days after the 
service upon him of our present ordinance, make his declaration at the office of the 
clerk of the jurisdiction of Montreal that he consents to build the said mill, in the same 
delay of one year, on the conditions and with the same .obligations and privileges men- 
tioned, as well in the edict of the King's State Council, of the 4th June lt>86, as in 
the petition in intervention of the said Sieur de Contrecoeur, the younger, and in 
default by the said Sieur de Fosseneuve making his said declaration, vrithin fifteen 
days, as aforesaid, he will not be allowed to erect the said mill ; and by virtue of the 
present ordinance, the said Sieur de Contrecoeur, the yoimger, shall be held to erect 
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the same within one year ; as he is hereby authorized to do, on pain of all coats, damages 
and interest, in favor ofwhomsoeveritmay appertain. 

Thus ordered^ &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the 18th of February 1742. 

Signed, ' HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1742 , No. 30, Folio 24.] 

Ordinance forbidding the inhaMta?its of Beauport to pass on the domain of the Sieur 
Duchesnay, under a penalty of three livres, and ordering iliem to pass through 
tlie old roady ivitJwuty however, cutting or carrying away any wood upon tlie lands 
on either side, on pain of tJie penalty established by law, 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Upon the petition presented to us by Antoine Juchereau, Esquire, seignior of Beau- 
port, alleging that he has reserved for himself a certain domain, at the extremity of 
which he has granted several concessions, and that, with a view to facilitate the travel- 
ing of his tenants, during winter, from their lands to this town, a road has been granted 
to them, of which a small portion was on the fief of the Sieur de la Valtrie, and the 
remainder on the fief of the petitioner, which said road has been used by the said in- 
habitants for more than forty years; 

That about three years ago, the inhabitants not finding any more wood to carry 
away, either on the right or on the left side of the said road, as they were wont to do 
whilst they made use of it, having destroyed the w^ood upon more than 100 superficial 
arpents of gromid ; and finding the road too long to carry on the same business, with- 
out being detected, they have opened a new road in the centre of the petitioner's 
domain, where they cut and carry away wood, as they have done all along the old road ; 

That, if this is tolerated, the said petitioner's domain will soon be denuded of timber, 
inasmuch as the said inhabitants carry on no other business than that of bringing wood 
to town for sale, taking good care, however, of the timber growing on their own lands, 
and keeping it for themselves ; so that in a short time the petitioner will be com- 
pelled to buy wood for his own use, imless the injustice complained of be provided 
against : 

Wherefore he prays that it may please us to prohibit all the inhabitants of the seig- 
niory of Beauport to pass, in future, at any season whatever, through the road which 
they have made in the middle of the petitioner's domain, about three years ago, imder 
such penalty as it may please us to impose ; and to order that the said inhabitants 
shall, for the fixture, as they have done for forty years, use the old raod which was 
granted to them to facilitate the communication between their lands and the town; 
also to forbid them to cut and carry away any wood which may be found on either side 
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nance in the premises shall be read and published at the church door of Beauport 
aforesaid, at the issue of divine service in the morning, so that no one may plead 
ignorance thereof. 

Considering all which, we expressly prohibit all the inhabitants of the seigniory of 
Beauport hereafter to pass, at any season whatever, through the road which they have 
made in the centre of the domain of the said Sieur Duchesnay, under a penalty of 
three livres, over and above the payment of all costs and damages incurred by the said 
Sieur Duchesnay; 

And we order that the said inhabitants do, in future, use the old road granted to 
them to facilitate the communication with their lands, and we prohibit their cutting 
or carrying away any wood that may be found on either side of the said old road, on 
pain of the fine imposed by the ordinance made on that subject ; 

And that our present ordinance be read and published at the church door of the 
parish of Beauport, at the issue of divine service in the morning, so that none of the 
inhabitants of the said parish of Beauport may plead ignorance thereof. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the eighth day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty- 
two. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord, of 1742, No. 30, Polio 55.] 

Ordinance condemning ail tlie inhabitants of the seigniory (f Argentenay to have their 
grain ground at the mill of the said seigniory ^ under a penalty of 10 livres 
against the contravening parties, the said penalty payable to the fahrique of ilie 
parish of St. Frangois; and also condemning several inhabitants therein named 
topoA^ to tlie Sieur Jolin, miller, toll (mouture)/or the space of tim^ during lohich 
they have abstained from having their wheat ground at the said mill, the said toll 
to he paid either in Vfhmt or in money, at their option, 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Between Simon Jolin, miller of the mill of Argenten ay, plaintiff by petition, of the 
one part; and Jacques Asselin, farmer of the said place, defendant: both parties 
appearing personally. 

Seeing the said petition alleging that the said Jacques Asselin and other inhabitants 
of Argentenay aforesaid, have, for several years, reftised to bring their wheat to be 
groimd at the said mill, under the pretext that the plaintiff manufactures bad flour, 
although it is notorious that he has always made it very good, as he offers to prove by 
desinterested witnesses ; 
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Alleging further that the defendant has, by his assertions, induced other inhabitants 
to abstain from carrying their grain to be ground at the said mill, and among others, 
Jean Bolduc, Michel Campagna, Jacques Labbe, Jean Asselin, one Plante, Langels, 
Joseph and Simon Campagna; that this conduct on the part of the said defendant and 
the above named, is the more reprehensible as, by the regulations of police and by an 
edict of His Majesty's state council, pronounced on the subject of banal mills, they are 
bound to carry their wheat to the said mill ; 

And concluding that it may please us to cause the said Jacques Asselin to be sum 
moned before us, in order that he be condemned to pay the said Jolin the quantity of 
wheat due to him for the toll (nwuture) to which he is justly entitled for the period of 
time during which he has failed to biing his wheat to be ground at the said mill ; and 
further that the said Asselin be held to have his wheat gi'ound there in future, under 
the penalties imposed by our ordinance of the 1st day of the present month, at the 
bottom of the said petition, by which it was ordered that the whole should be commu- 
nicated to the said Asselin, in or4|Br that the said parties might be heard thereon be- 
fore us, on the 4th instant ; 

Also our order of the same day, by which, afler hearing the parties, it was ordered 
that the following individuals, to wit, Drouin, Louis Golin, Claude Dion and Jean 
Baptiste Martineau, would be heard this day on the subject in question. 

The petition presented to us by the said defendant, praying that it may please us 
to cite before us Jean Asselin, Joseyh Guy on, Jean Eniond, Simon Campagna, one 
Langelier, Jean Bilodeau, Pierre Plante, Jacques Labbe, Louis Allaire, Augustin 
Landry, Augustin Marsan, Francois Emond and Joseph Dompierre, and any other 
inhabitant of Argentcnay aforesaid, to be heard as witnesses before us, respecting the 
allegations of the said plaintiff's petition, without prejudice to other facts respecting 
which he reserves his light to examine the said witnesses. 

Our order at the bottom of the said last mentioned petition, granting him leave to 
summon before us the above named witnesses, for this day; also the notification of the 
said petition and order to the said witnesses, at the diligence of the said defendant, by 
Joseph Beaudoin, a militia officer ; a paper vmting presented to us by the plaintiff, by 
which he declares that he persists in the conclusions of his said petition. 

Seeing also our ordinance of the 23rd June 1736, made in consequence of the petition 
presented to us by several of the inhabitants of the said seigniory of Argentenay, and 
having heard the parties and their witnesses, 

We order that all the inhabitants of Argentenay aforesaid shall be held to have their 
grain ground at the said mill, under a penalty of 10 livres against each of the contra- 
vening parties, the said fine payable to the fabrique of the parish of St. Frangois, in 
the Island of Orleans, to which the said inhabitants belong ; 

We further order the said Jolin, miller, to keep his said mill always in good order, 

and moreover to comply with the regulations made in respect to banal mills, under 

the penalties imposed by the same. 

c2 
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We condemn the inhabitants hereinafter named to pay to the said miller the tolls 
{mouiures) due to him for the time during which they have failed to bring their com 
to be ground at the said mill, as they have confessed it before us, to wit : 

The said Jacques Asselin to pay 5 minots ; Jean Bilodeau, 2 minots and 2 moutures ; 
Michel Campagna, 1 minot; Jacques Labbe, 3 minots ; Jean Asselin, 2 minots ; Pierre 
Plante, 2i minots ; Langelier, 2 minots ; Joseph Campagna, 1 minot ; and Simon 
Campagna, absent, 4 minots ; 

Which said reimbursement, the said inhabitants shall be held to make in wheat or 
in money, at the rate of 3 livres per minot, at their option. 

The costs to be equally divided ; in consequence the said Jolin shall pay to the said 
Drouin, Dion, Martineau and Golin, witnesses by him summoned, 3 livres each ; and 
the said Asselin shall pay to the said Gervais, Emond, Dompierre, Landry, Bissonet, 
Fran9ois and Michel Emond, witnesses by him produced and heard, a like simi of 3 
livres to each, for their travelling expenses from tlfe Island of Orleans to this town. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the eleventh day of July one thousand seven hundi^ and 
forty-two. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Old. of 1742, No. 30, Folio 58.] 

Order given to Noel Langlois dit Traversy and Pierre Abraham dit Desmarets^ to go 
to the head of the River St. FrangoiSy for the purpose of examining the timber fit 
for the building of vessels and masts ; and to make a vrritten report thereon. 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

NoSl Langlois dit Traversy is ordered to depart immediately with Pierre Abraham 
dit Desmarets, and go to the head of the river St. Fran9ois, for the purpose of exa- 
mining the wood growing there, either red pine, oak or any other timber suitable for 
the building of vessels for His Majesty, and for making masts. 

The said Traversy and Desmarets shall attentively observe the quality of the said 
timber, its size, diameter and length, and whether it is knotty; they shall examine 
the nature of the soil, the conveniences or difficulties to be met with in drawing the 
said timber to the banks of the river, of all which they shall make a detailed written 
report. 

Done at Quebec, on the eighteenth day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-two. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 
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[Ord. of 1739, No. 30, Folio 68.] 

Second regtilation between the proprietors of ilie Islands Mingan a fid the grantees oft 

the maMandy opposite the said islands, 

Charles Marquis de Beauharnois, &c. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Upon the contestations existing between the heirs of the late Sieurs Joliet and La- 
lande, proprietors of the Islands and Islets Mingan, in virtue of the grant to them 
made, or to their predecessors, on the 19th March 1679, by Mr. Duchesneau, hereto- 
fore intendant in this country ; and the owners of several concessions on the mainland, 
opposite to the said islands and islets, with respect to the seal fisheries which have 
been established by the latter, we did, as far back as the 30th September 1739, make 
a regulation which, among other provisions therein contained, fixes the rents to be paid 
by the said grantees to the said Sieurs Joliet and Lalande, for the use of the islands 
situate in front of their lands and which they should require to carry on the fisheries 
aforesaid ; 

But the said regulation not having been carried into effect, we have communicated 
to His Majesty the new representations made by the heirs of the said Sieurs Joliet and 
Lalande, upon which His Majesty has sent us his orders contained in the despatch 
which the Count de Maurepas has written to us, on the 12th April last, and in exe- 
cution thereof. 

We, not regarding the regulation of the 30th September 1739, which we have re 
voked and annulled, and maintaining the said heirs Joliet and Lalande in their right of 
property, have ordered as follows, to wit : 

lo. 

The proprietors of islands and islets shall be held, on the first application to that 
effect by the tenants on the mainland, to grant them the islands and islets situate 
opposite to and along their grants on the mainland, and which they shall require for 
the establishment of their permanent fisheries ; the said grant to be for and during the 
time they shall be in possession of their grants on the mainland, subject, in favor of the 
proprietors of the islands and islets aforesaid, to the payment of one and a half per cent 
of the annual produce of the said fisheries, in oil and seal skins. 

2o. 

The said rent shall be paid to the proprietors of the said islands in kind, at Quebec, 
on the arrival of the vessels firom the fishing groimds. 

3o. 

The proprietors of the said islands and islets shall, as heretofore, be allowed to hunt 
the seals with guns, concurrently with the grantees of the mainland, upon the said 
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Islands and islets, at the expiration of the season of permanent fishery ; they shall 
not, however, be allowed to establish any permanent fishery, in consideration of the 
tibove rent, inasmuch as two fisheries can only injure each other by being too close. 

4o. 

Should any grant of land on the mainland be made hereafter to other individuals 
besides the present grantees, the ovniers of the said islands shall be held to grant them 
the islands and islets upon the tenns mentioned in the firet and second articles of this 
tegulation ; and, in default of so doing, deeds shall be granted to them in the name of 
His Majesty. 

5o. 

As to the arrears due by the Sieur Pommereau up to this day, we have established 
them at the rate mentioned in the said first article, and order that he shall pay them, 
in money, to the said heirs. Joliet and Lalande, from the year 1740 (the date of the 
certificate of ratification of his grant on the mainland), according to the prices at which 
seal oil and seal skins were sold in the year 1742 by him, the said Sieur Pommereau, 
who will be bound to declare and attest it. 

We order that the present regulation be executed between the parties, according 
to its tenor and effect. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-seventh day of August one thousand seven hundred 
fend forty-two. 



Countersigned and sealed. 

True copy. 



(Signed) BEAUHARNOIS, and 

HOCQUART. 



(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1743, No. 31, Folio 160.] 

Ordinance annulling another ordmance in the form qf a regulMiont of the month of Sep* 
tember 1739, and which puts an end to the dijiculties and contestations which have 
arisen between dame vddow Pommereau, one of the heirs Joliette and Lalande, pro- 
prietors of the Islands Mingan, 

Charles marquis op Beauharnois, &c. 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

In consequence of the contestations which have arisen between the late sieur Pom- 
mereau, now represented by his widow, owner and proprietor of a space of ground, 
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having five leagues in front, on the coast of Labrador, at a place called Gros Mecatinat 
and the heirs Joliet and the sieur Jacques Lalande, owners and proprietors of the 
islands Mingan, situate on the said coast, in viitue of the said grant to them made, and 
to their successors, by the late sieur Duchesne au, intendant, on the tenth of March 
1679, we have, as early as tl^o month of September 1739, made our ordinance in the 
form of a regulation, which, among other things, fixed a rent of twenty-five llvres for 
each league of islands ^vhich the proprietors should be obliged to concede to the own- 
ers of lands on the mainland, to enable them to carry on their pennanent seal fish- 
eries ; and having infoiTaed His Majesty that new representations had been made to 
us by the said heirs and representatives of the sieur Lalande, respecting the insuffi- 
ciency of the said rent, it has pleased His Majesty to send us last year His orders on 
the subject, together with these presents. 

We, in consequence of the said orders, and setting aside our said ordinance, which 
is hereby annulled, and with a view to maintain the said heirs and the said sieur La- 
lande, as much as is necessary, in the ownership and possession of the said Mingan 
Islands, order as follows, to wit ; 

lo. 

That the heirs Joliette and Jacques Lalande, or his repretentatives, shall be held on 
the first demand, to concede to the grantees of lands on the main, or those who shall 
obtain such grants hereafter, the islands, islets and banks laying opposite to, and along 
their said lands, and which they shall require for the benefit of their permanent fisheries, 
the said grantees to enjoy the said islands, &c., as long as they shall remain in posses- 
sion of their lands on the main, and for and in consideration of a rent of three per cent 
upon the total amount of the seal oil and seal skins produced by the said fisheries, the 
said rent payable either in kind or in money, at the option of the proprietors of the 
said islands, islets and banks, on the arrival of the produce of the said fisheries, or if 
the said produce is shipped directly from the fishing grounds for France, the said rent 
shall be payable in money, in the course of October in each year, according to the cur- 
rent prices of the said produce at Quebec. 

2o. 

And Vie prohibit the proprietors of the said islands to establish any permanent fish- 
ery between the islands so conceded, or even on those that they may still retain, near 
enough to disturb or interfere with those that may be established by the proprietors of 
lands on the main, within the extent of their grants, under the penalties imposed by 
law. 

3o. 

The proprietors of the said islands may, however, hunt the seals with guns, jointly 
with the said grantees of the mainland, after the expiration of the period of perma- 
nent fishing. 

4o. 

And, as to the rent due by the said widow Pommereau, for the use and occupation 
of the islands opposite her concession on the main, from the first year thereof to wit : 
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from the year 1739 to 1742, we have fixed it as follows, to continue from year to year, 
during all the time she shall possess her land on the main, to wit, three per cent of the 
produce of the said fisheries in oil and skins. She will, however, pay the said rent in 
money only, for the four years of her said occupation, that is to say from the year 1742 
to the present year inclusively, according to the prices by her obtained for the said 
produce. 

Done at Quebec, the fourth day of October 1743. 

(Signed) BEAUHARNOIS, and 

HOCQUART. 

Countersinged and sealed. 

A true copy. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1745, No. 33, Folio 53.J 

Judgment rendered bettoeen the sieurs Gourdeattx, proprietors of the fiefs Beaulieu and 

Lagrossardiere, in tlie Island of Orleans^ and the sieur Noel, an inhabitant, fro- 

prietor of several lands in the said fief; and condemning the latter to pay to the said 

Gowrdeaux, twenty-OTie yhars of arrears of cens et rentes, with a dediiction of om 

fourth as therein specified, and to renew his deed and a^Jcnmoledgment, parser litre 

nouvel et reconnaissance, in favor of the said Gourdeaux, 

GiLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Between the sieurs Jacques and Pierre Gourdeaux, and demoiselle Marie Anne 
Gourdeaux, wife of Nicolas Fran9ois Langlois, Esquire, seignior of Crebceuf, coun- 
cillor in the parliament of Rouen, heirs, subject to the benefit of an inventory heri- 
tiers SOILS benefice dHnventaire of the sieur Jacques Gourdeaux, their father, and in that 
quality, proprietors of the fiefs of Beaulieu and Lagrossardiere, situate at the point of 
the Island of Orleans, plaintiffs, by petition* by us answered on the 8th of April 1741, 
and also defendants in the incidental demand of Pierre NoSl, hereinafter mentioned, 
the said sieur Jacques Gourdaaux attorney ad ncgotia for his said brother and sister, 
and appearing in person, of the one part ; and Pierre Noel, inhabitant and proprietor 
of several lands in the said fief, defendant on the petition aforesaid, and incidental 
plaintiff*, according to the written document by him presented on the 12th of the said 
month of April, and also personally present, of the other part. 

Seeing the said petition, alleging that the said Pierre Noel owns in the said fiefei 
several lands described in a statement annexed to the said petition, respecting the 
rents of which the said sieur Gourdeaux, in his qualities aforesaid, is desirous of set- 
tling with him, and that he has not been able to do so, in consequence of certain diffi- 
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culties raised by the said Pierre No6l, who pretends that the c«w et rentes of the 
lands which he possesses in the said fiefs, are subject to the reduction of one-fourth, 
although the greater number of the grants made to his predecessors are dated in 1652 
and 1659. 

That the said sieur Gourdeaux is desirous of renewing his deed with the said Pierre 
Noel, desire passer titre fwuvel et reconnaissaTice, for the said lands ; wherefore he prays 
that, as the enumeration of the said lands is contained in a statement annexed to the 
said petition, and as the deeds of concession of the same are therewith produced, it 
may please us to summon the said Pierre NoSl before us, and to order him to bring 
his deeds respecting the said lands by him possessed as aforesaid, which he has pro- 
mised to justify and prove ; and that he be condemned to pay to the sieur Gourdeaux 
in his said qualities, iwenty-four years of cens et rentes for the lands which he possesses 
in the said fief of Beaulieu and Lagrossardi^re, either in money or by exhibiting re- 
ceipts for the same, according to the conditions made with him or with his predecessors ; 
and moreover to renew his deeds, passer titre nouvel et reconnaissance for the said lands, 
and in default of his so doing, that the judgment to be pronounced in this cause shall be 
equivalent thereto, in favor of the sieur Gourdeaux, in his said qualities, with costs. 

Seeing also our ordinance of the 8th April of the said year 1741, to the end that 
the said petition be communicated to the said Pierre NoSl, to appear before us on the 
following Wednesday, the twelfth of the said month, and that he be held to produce the 
deeds by virtue of which he possesses lands in the said fiefe of Beaulieu and Lagros- 
sardiere ; and the service of the said ordinance and petition upon the said Pierre 
NoSl, by Clesse, a bailiff, on the 10th of April last, at the request of the said sieur 
Gourdeaux, in his said qualities, the said service accompanied by a summons to appear 
before us on Wednesday, the twelfth of April instant, to answer and proceed upon 
the said petition and ordinance. 

Seeing moreover a written defence by the said Pierre No6l, to the petition of the 
said sieur Gourdeaux, not served, dated on the said twelfth day of April, alleging, 
among other things, that he is indebted to the sieur Gourdeaux in a sum of one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine livres four solsy and also forty-eight capons, for cens et rentes, but 
that the said sieur Gourdeaux owes him the following items, to wit , 

lo. — ^For work done to his house, a simi of one himdred and thirty-seven livres ten 
sols, as per account now exhibited, and for the amount of which he brings an inciden- 
tal demand, imless the said sieur Gourdeaux prefers to have the said work estimated 
by experts to be named by the parties or by us ex officio. 

2o. — Twenty pounds of pork, at three pence per pound. 

3o. — Twenty bimdles of straw, at ten livres per himdred. 

4o. — ^And eight capons to be deducted from the forty-eight, by him due to the said 
sieur Gourdeaux, amounting together the said four sums, to one himdred and thirty- 
Tiine livres ten sols, and eight capons, whereby it appears that he owes to the said sieur 
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Gourdeaux forty capons, and that the latter owes him ten sols in money. And the said 
Pierre Noel produces a receipt in full, from the late sieur Gourdeau, his father, dated 
on the 20th of November 1716 ; that consequently he can only be indebted for the 
rents accrued since that day. He also produces another receipt in full, from the sieur 
Parlier, brother of the sieur Gourdeaux, by his mother's side, acting for Lis mother, 
in her capacity of agent for her husband, the said sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, dated 
on the 18th of November 1724, the said last receipt discharging the said No6l from all 
dues, excepting the rents of a certain land called "Dufbrt", whereby it appears that 
the rents of all the lands by him possessed, can only run from the 18th of November 
1724, excepting, however, the rents of the land *'Dufort", which run from the 20th of 
November 1716 ; that this being established, it is now necessary to show the quantity 
of landj possessed by the said Noel and the rents and dues with which they are charged. 

That he owns, firstly, three arpents of land in front, charged with a rent of twenty 
soh per arpents, and with three capons for the four arpents, one of which four arpents 
is possessed by his son who is bound to pay all rents and dues, either due or to accrue, 
namely, twenty 50^5 and a capon per annum : showing that the said Noel only owes, 
for said land, three livres of monnaye dc cartes, reducible to forty-five sols, 

2^ One arj^ent in front, forming part of four arpents, each of which is charged with 
a rent of twenty sols, monnaye de cartes, reducible as aforesaid, and one capon per 
annum ; three arpents of which said last mentioned four, he has sold to his sou who is 
liable for all the rents due and to accrue thereon. 

3^ Two arpents in front of a land called " Jean de Paris," the rent of which is 
twelve sols, nionnaye de cartes, 

4^ One hundred superficial arpents of the land called " Dufort," the rent of which 
is one sol monnaye Ue cartes per arpent. 

That it is notorious that according to His Majesty's declaration, by which the 
monnaye de cartes is reduced by one fourth, the cens et rentes, and the obliga- 
tions contracted previously to the said declaration and not stipulated to be paid 
in argent tour runs of France or Farisis are liable to the said reduction ; that the 
deed concerning the " Dufort" land, is a contract for sixty of the one hundred ar- 
pents which it contains ; that as it is not stipulated that the rents for the said 
land shall be paid in monnaye tournois, they are to be paid in Tnonnaye de cartes ; 
that if the rents of sixty of the one hundred arpents which the said land contains, 
are payable in monnaye de cartes, can it be supposed that the rents of the other 
forty arpents 'are to be paid in argent tournois, unless a deed containing a special sti- 
pulation to that effect, is produced, and as to the land of Jean de Paris, it is true that 
it was formerly charged with a rent of ten sols for each superficial arpent, but the Sieur 
Gourdeaux, the father, reduced that rent to twelve dealers, which not being stipulated 
in currency of France, tournois or Parins, are to be reduced, by one fourth. The said 
No^l produces four deeds justifying his pretensions. 

And the said NoSl, in his said written defence prays that act be granted him d 
his tender to deliver to the said Sieur Gtjurdeaux, in the proper season, forty capons ; 
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vid that the latte!r be condemned to pay him, six sols in money ; as a final settlement 

of all accounts between them : also of his offer to affirm that the twenty-five days 

work of his teams, and sixteen days work by his men, for which he prays payment 

are due to him ; unless the said Sieur Gourdeaux prefer to swear that he never gave 

any orders for the said work ; and that he does not owe the twenty pomids of pork, 

sixty bundles of straw and the six capons, above mentioned ; and that, should the said 

Sieur Gourdeaux acknowledge that he has given orders, to the said NoSl, for the work 

aforesaid but denies the value of it, the said work be estimated by experts named by 

the said parties or by us, ex-officu)^ so that upon their report, justice may be don* 

between them. 

That in case the said Gourdeaux denies having given the said orders, or having 
received the pork, straw and capons in question, the said NoSl prays act of his offer to 
pay the forty capons above mentioned, at the proper season, and the one hundred and 
thirty-nine livres and four sols of rents, in one year from this day, payable in two in- 
stalments ; the first of which at the expiration of six months and the last at the end of 
the year, he also prays act of the offer now made by him to renew his titles, passer 
titres rumvehf for seven livres and ten sols of rent, monnaye de cartes, reduced to five 
livres seventeen sols and nine deniers in money and two capons per annum. 

Seeing also, our ordinance of the twelfth of April 1741, aforesaid, by which it was 
ordered that the parties would be heard before us, in eight days from the service of 
the said order ; and that in the interval, the said parties should be held to deposit, in 
our office, the deeds and papers which they intended to make use of, as also theii de- 
mands and respective pleas, so that having examined the whole we miglit do justice 
between them, costs reserved. 

The said order served at the request of the said Sieur Gourdeaux, upon the said 
Nofil, by Thibault, a bailiff, on the fourteenth of the said month of April, with a sum- 
mons to comply therewith ; the statement of cens et rentes and other dues for the lands 
possessed by the said Noel, in the said fief Beaubien, produced by the said Sieur 
. Grourdeaux, as follows, to wit : 

1® For four arpents of land contiguous to the domain of Beaubien, and for two 
other arpents belonging to the said Noel, charged with a rent ef twenty sols per 
arpent with a double cens and three live capons ; the whole payable at Michaelmas 
as per deed of concession, granted by the late Sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, to one 
Gtibriel Gosselin, on the 30th of November 1652, and passed before Audouart, notary^ 
the said rents payable from the 29th of September 1716, up to which time they have 
been paid by the said NoSl to the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, as appears by the receipt 
by him produced, bearing date on the 29th of November 1716. 

/ 
2^ For one himdred superficial arpents of land, called the lands of the Fort, 
charged with twelve deniers, according to two deeds of concession, sixty arpents of 
which were conceded by Dlle. Eleonard de Grandemaison, to Jacques Levrier, and 

d2 
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ratified by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, by deeds passed before Audouart, notary, 
on the 3rd of April 1652 ; and the remaining forty arpents, as appears by the contract 
of sale made by Mr. Feuvret and wife, to Grabriel Gosselin, Widow of the said Piere 
No6l, on the 12th uf November 1671 ; the said Feuvret representing the Sieur de 
Lauzon de la Oitiere, who had acquired the said forty arpents from Pierre Lepetit & 
wife, as appears by the deed of sale consented by them to the said Sieur de Lau- 
zon> and passed before Rouer, notary, on the 3rd of March 1657 a copy of which is 
produced by NoSl : the said rents reckoned from the first of October 1716, aforesaid, 
until the same day in 1740. 

3^ For two arpents in front, charged with ten sols, per superficial arpent, and three 
live capons per annima, and three denier s ofcens for all the said grant, as appears by 
the deed of concession granted to Jacques Bemier alias Jean de Paris, by the said late 
Sieur Gourdeaux, on the 19th of March 1659, before Audouart, notary, which said 
land the said NoSl purchased from Antoine Yignault, and Marie Magdelaine Pichet, 
his wife, in the qualities mentioned in the said deed ; at the rate of ten sols, per super- 
ficial arpent, as stipulated in the contract, whereof No^l produces a copy, and passed 
before Pichet, notary, on the 27th of April 1717, and which land Ignace and Fran9ois 
Gosselin gave up and abandoned, on the same day, upon the charges aforesaid. 

Nota. — This article shall remain unsettled, as to the rents at that rate until the 
exact superficies of the said land be ascertained. The said Sieur Gourdeaux merely 
asking the seventy-two capons and the three deniers of cens, due for twenty-four years 
of arrears, saving his recourse for the rents. 

4^ For foiu: arpents in front, charged with twenty sols, one capon and one sol of 
cens, per each arpent, as appears by the deed of concession granted by the said late 
Sieur Gourdeaux, to the said Pierre No6l, and passed before Pichet, notary, on the 
18th of November 1716, the said rents payable on All Saint's Day, each year, and 
reckoned from the 1st day of Novemver 1716, to the like day of the year preceding 
'1740. 

5° And for two other arpents of land in front, granted to the said Pierre No6l, by 
the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, and situate in the said fief, on the River St. Lawrence, 
at the southern landing on the said island, charged with the payment of one sol yearly, 
per each arpent, on All Saints Day, as stipulated in the dQed. of concession, passed 
before Pichet, notary, on the tenth of November 1716, a copy of which is produced by 
the said No^l ; the said rent to be reckoned from the said day 18th of November 1716 
to the same day in 1740. 

From the amount of all which said rents the said Sieur Gourdeaux agrees to deduct 
firstly, the amount of the receipt given by the said Sieur Porlier, to wit, the sum of 
eight livres and eight capons, valued at fifteen sols each ; also for the amount of day's 
work and of work performed by teams, as agreed between the said NoSl and the Sieur 
GK>urdeaux, the sum of fifly livres ; and to avoid the difficulties which might arise 
req>ecting the said Sieur Porlier's receipt, bearipg date on the 8th of November 1724, 
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the said S&eur Gourdeaux further agrees to deduct from the balance remaining, a sum 
of fifty BeYenlivres, twelve sds, for eight years rent, from the 20th of November 1716 
to the 18th November 1724, date of the said receipt, including thirty two capons, at 
fifteen sols a piece ; also four sols oEcens, for the cens et rentes of the land containing 
four aipents, granted to the said No^l, in 1716, by the said late Sicur Gourdeaux as 
above stated : it being all the benefit which the said NoSl can derive from the said 
receipt given by the said Sieur Porlier. 

All of which, however, without prejudice to the rents due and excepted, for the land 
of two arpents acquired from Jacques Bemier, dit Jean de Paris, and to all other 
rents, dues, rights, actions and pretensions of the said Sieur Gourdeaux. The above 
fitatement bearing date on the twentieth of April 1741 ; and signed " Jacques Grour- 
deaux. *' 

A paper Vriting of the said Sieur Grourdeaux being an answer to the document pro- 
duced Jby the said No^l, stating among other things that he offers to deduct, from his 
claim against the said NoSl, what he owes him ; but that the said No^l must recollet 
that the sum of fifty livres has beed agreed upon between them, as the value of the day's 
wotk mentioned in the account produced by the said No6l ; and that in case of a 
denial on the part of NoSl, the said Sieur Gourdeaux leaves the amount to bp settled 
by us. 

That as to the rents and dues owing by the said Noel, for the lands which he pos- 
sesses, the said Sieur Gourdeaux has only made out his account from 1716, date of the 
receipt in fiill given, by the said Sieur Gourdeaux, his father, to the said No€l who 
erroneously asserts that the Sieur Porlier's receipt of 1724 is in full. That the reading 
of the said document will easily show that the sum of eight livres and eight capons 
therein mentioned can only be considered as a payment on account of what is due by 
NoSl ; and that it can, by no means, interfere with the Sieur Gourdeaux' demand from 
1746 ; inasmuch as the receipt does not specify for what years the rents therein men" 
tioned are due. 

^ That the said NoSl wishes to pay the rents by him due to the plaintiff, with a deduc- 
tion of one fourth, to which he states that he is entitled by His Majesty's declaration 
ordering the reduction of the card currency, by one fourth, maintaining that the cens et 
rentes and obligations anterior to 1714 and to the King's said declaration, which have 
not been stipulated Tourrwis or Parisis currency, are subject to the said reduction. 
That this is agreed upon ; but that the said reduction has a retroactive effect to the 
establishment of the card currency, in this country only, but not to a period much 
anterior thereto, nor to the time when the money had the same value in this country 
as it had in France, as must be presumed for the years 1652, 1653 and 1659 and as it 
is easy to perceive. 

That it is during those years that the greater part of the lands owned by Noel, hare 
been granted to his predecessors. 
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That, in the two first items of his account, in which he mentions the lands by him 
possessed, the said Noel refers the Sieur Gourdeaux to his, Noel's children, for the 
payment of the cens et rentes of four arpents of land which, he states, he has sold to 
them, and with the payment of the arrears of rent with which he has charged them ; 
that the said No€l should have notified the said Sieur Gourdeaux of that transaction, 
which has not been done, with a view, no doubt, to defraud him of the lods et ventes 
to him due ; that the said Noel can not refer • the said Sieur Gourdeaux as aforesaid, 
unless he proves his plea. 

That the third item in which the defendant declares that 4ie possesses two arpents 
of land originally granted to and coming from Jean de Paris, and which he states are 
only charged with one sol of monnaie de cartes per each arpent, shews that he evi- 
dently confounds the said land with another of two arpents which has been conceded 
to the said Noel at the rate of one sol per arpent, and subject to other charges enu- 
merated in the deed of concession to him granted by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, 
the elder, and passed before Pichet, notary, on the 18th November 1716, whereof 
Noel produces a copy, and in which no mention is made of Jean de Paris or of any 
other, which proves the mistake he has committed. 

That the demand of rents for the two arpents coming from Jean de Paris, is esta- 
blished by a deed of concession of the 19th March 1659, of which Noel also brings a 
copy; that he contradicts himself by the deed of sale to him made thereof (and of 
which he produces a copy), having acquired the said land from Antoine Vignault and 
Marie Magdeleine Pichet, his wife, the said Vignault acting as tutor to the minor 
children of Gabriel Gosselin, representing Bemier alias Jeande Paris, and transferred 
to No6l for the consideration of ten sols per superficial arpent, and three live capons 
and three deniers of cens per annum, as appears by the said deed of the 19th March 
1659. 

That he, the said Sieur Gourdeaux, is obliged to leave this last item in suspense, 
until he shall have ascertained the superficies of the said land, excepting, however, 
the three live capons which must be paid to him, according to his account. 

That the fourth item of the said Noel's account relates to the one hundred arpents 
to him granted by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, by deed of the 18th November 
1716, at the rate of one sol of cens per each arpent, which said land the said NoSl con- 
founds with that of Jean de Paris, as it appears by the copy of the act passed before 
Pichet, notary, produced by the said Noel. 

That he persists in his demand, as contained in his account and proved by the docu- 
ments produced as well by him as by No6l, and that, in case the said NoSl should 
deny the agreement with the said Sieur Gourdeaux, respecting the sum of fifty livres, 
as being the amount due him for all the objects mentioned in his incidental demand, 
the said Sieur Gourdeaux refers the whole to our decision, and persists in his prayer 
that the said No^lbe condemned to pay him the full amount of the cens et rentes, for 
the lands by him possessed, and mentioned in the statement by him (the Sieur Gour- 
deaux) produced, without any deduction whatever> and reserving his recourse for the 
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rents due him for the land of two arpents, coming from Jacques Bemier alias Jean de 
Paris, and without prejudice to all othei*s dues, rights, actions and pretensions of the 
said Sieur Gourdeaux, further praying for costs, the said paper writing dated the 20th 
April of the said year 1741, signed " Jacques Goiirdeaux," not served upon his ad- 
verse party. 

Another writing of the said NoSl, neither dated nor served, headed : ** contestations as 
to a pretended account and replies to answers in writing," stating, among other things, 
that the receipt of the Sieur Porlier of the 18th November 1724, whether it be general 
or not, can not form the subject of a dispute, because cens et rentes are not considered 
as being due from the date of a special or general receipt, which are new and miknown 
terms among the inhabitants, that such cens et rentes are only reckoned as being due 
from the date of the last receipt, and that the receipt of the Sieur Porlier for the 
lands held by No6l, belonging to the domain of Beaulieu, with the exception of Du- 
fort's land, must be looked upon as such. 

It is pretended that, as to the memorandum produced by the said No6l, and the 
articles asked for by him, he did not demand more than fifty livres, which statement 
he denies and offers to swear that he only said he would demand that sum, if the Sieur 
Gourdeaux agreed to a settlement upon the terms proposed by him, which being re- 
fused by the latter, the parties remain in all their rights ; 

That, as to the fann of two arpents originally coming from Jacques Bemier, alias 
Jean de Paris, charged with ten sols for each arpent in superficies, this sum cannot be 
looked upon as a rent (redevance), but merely as a redeemable rent, the King only 
allovringthe lands to be conceded and not to be sold, with which the said Noel com- 
plied by redeeming the said rent, and paying the principal to the Sieur Porlier, acting 
for Dame Gourdeaux, herself acting as attorney to her husband, as stated in the deed 
of the 11th June 1717, produced as fourth and last exhibit marked D, which annuls 
a preceding deed of concession, with the exception of one sol ofcens per arpent, and 
a receipt for twenty-five livres de cartes simples ; 

That it is plainly set forth that the reimbursement made was for the rent charged 
upon the land of Jean de Paris, that it is impossible to prove that the said land was 
charged with another rente often sols for each arpent in superficies, that as to the cens 
et rentes reference may be had to the execution of a preceding contract of the 18th No- 
vember 1716, by which the said land is only charged with one s(d for each arpent in 
front, as acknowledged in his receipt of the 18th November 1724, which is not con- 
tested ; judging then from the reserve shown by the Sieur Gourdeaux, he is wrong in 
having a law suit and making himself a creditor for seventy-two capons, when the land 
owes him none. 

The said Sieur Gourdeaux did not perceive that by the receipt of the Sieur Porlier 
of the 18th Noember 1724, Dufort's land was reserved; that, consequently, as to that 
land reference must be had to the receipt of the Sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, dated the 
20th November 1716, and that the rents of the other farms run only from the day of 
the receipt given by the Sieur Porlier. 
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The.Sieur Gourdeaux agrees to give him credit for the day's work with a horse, hiit 
does not say anything about the eight capons which No6l pretends he has given with- 
out getting a receipt, the twenty pounds of pork and sixty bundles of straw, which be 
demands upon his acknowledgment; that the said Sieur Gourdeaux offers him the sum 
of fifty livres for the day's work with men and horses, but he is not satisfied with it, and 
demands the amount of his bill, unless the said Sieur Gourdeaux would rather pay him 
by the toifee, according to a valuation to be made by experts to be chosen by the parties 
and appointed by us ex offldo, and concludes by the said paper writing, that upon so 
altering his conclusions, the said Sieur Gourdeaux be condemned to pay him five livre$ 
and fourteen sols, instead of six sols, and as to the remainder, persisting in his former 
conclusions. 

A debit and credit account between the parties, not dated, by which the said Nofil 
makes himself debtor to the said Sieur Gourdeaux for forty capons, and his creditor 
for the sum of five livres and fourteen 50/5, only taking the amounts due upon the lands 
up to the year 1740, and in which he does not include the four arpents given and sold 
to his son, in relation to which he refers the said Sieur Gourdeaux to the amounts due 
before. 

Seeing also the other papers produced by the parties, to wit, by the said Sieur 
Gourdeaux: 

A copy certified by Mr. Boisseau, clerk o^xhe private of Quebec, on the 17th March 
1741, of a deed of concession by the late Sieur Jacques Gourdeaux to Gabriel Gros- 
selin, of four arpents in fi'ont, in the seigniory of Beaulieu, Island of Orleans, by the 
depth which may be found, upon condition of paying, upon St. Michael's Day, twenty 
50^5 for each^arpent in front, and twice the amount of cens and three live capons for the 
whole of tl^e said concession, the said deed passed before Audouart, notary, the 13th 
November 1652 ; 

A copy certified by the said Mi\ Boisseau, on the said 17 March 1741, of a deed of 
concession by the said Sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, to Jacques Bemier alias Jean de 
Paris, of two arpents in front, upon the river St. Lawrence, adjoining the land of the 
aaid Gosselin, vpon condition of paying for each arpent of land contained in the said 
concession, both cultivated land and wood land, three live capons a year, with three 
deniers of cens for the whole of the said concession, the said ceTis et rentes payable in 
produce of the country at the current price, the said deed passed before the said Au- 
douart, notary, the 19th March 1659 ; 

A rent roll made by Duquet, notary, of the lands of the sei^ory of Beaulieu, dated 
the 6th August 1668 ; 

A deed of concession by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux to the said Pierre Np6l, of 
four arpents of land in front, in the said fief of Beaulieu, on the south side, by a depth 
extending to the middle of the said Island of Orleans, on condition of paying each 
year, on All Saints' Day, twenty sols, one live capon and one sol of cens for each 
arpent, and upon other conditions in the said deed mentioned, passed before Pichet, 
notary, the 18th November 1716 j 
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. Another rent roll of the lands of the seigniories of Beaulieu and !De LagrossarcSdra 
made by the said Pichet, notary, on the 28th March 1735, at the request of the said, 
Sieur Grourdeaux, acting in his said quality, and in virtue of our ordinance of the 24th 
January preceding. 

And the papers produced by the said Noel, to wit : four deeds marked C, concern- 
ing the land of the said Jean de Paris : 

The first being a concession by the late Sieur Gourdeaux, of two arpents of land in 
front, on the south side of the said Island of Orleaos, by the whole depth which may be 
found between the river St. Lawrence and the line running through the middle of the 
island from point to point, joining on one side, towards the north-east, to the habitation 
of the said No^l, on the other side, towards the south-west, to the lands called Lands 
of the Port, upon condition of paying, on the part of the said NoSl, each year on All 
Saints' Day, one sol for each arpent, for all seigniorial rights and other charges enu- 
merated in the said deed^ vsrhich was passed before the said Pichet, notary, on the 18th 
November 1716 ; 

The second being an abandonment by Ighace and Francois Gt)S8elin, in favor of the 
said NoSl, of all rights they might have or pretend to have, upon a farm situate in the 
county of St. Laurent, parish of St. Pierre, known as the form of Jean de Paris, con- 
taining two arpents in breadth by the depth it might have, described by its limits and 
by the deed of concession of the eighteenth of November 1716, above mentioned, upon 
the condition of the payment, on the part of the said No^l, often sols oi rente for each 
arpent in superficies with which the said land is charged, arrears of rente and other 
debts, if any there be, to which the right and pretensions of the vendors might be sub- 
ject : the said land belonging to them and their co-heirs, by inheritance from the late 
Grabriel Gosselin and Fran9oise Lelidvre, their father and mother, who had acquired 
it from Bemier, as the said vendors have declared by the said deed, passed be- 
fore the said Pichet, notary, the twenty-seventh of April 1717. 

The third deed being a sale by Antoine Vignault and Marie Anne Pichet, his wife, 
acting for themselves, and he, the said Vignault, as tutor to the minor childran of the 
late Gabriel GosseHn, the first husband of the said Pichet, to the said Pierre No6l, of 
the rights which they, and the said minors, might have or pretend to have upon a farm 
and habitation situate in the county of St. Laurent, seigniory of Beaulieu, known as 
the farm of Jean de Paris, described by its limits as in the deed of concession of the 
eighteenth of November 1716, the said farm originally coming from the said Jean de 
Paris, as more fully explained by the said deed ; the said sale made upon condition 
that the said Noel would pay the ten sol% of rente for each arpent in superficies, to 
which the said farm is subject, together with the arrears and other debts due upon the 
same, and also for and in consideration of the sum of thirty Ivvres ; the said deed passed 
before the said Pichet, notary, on the said twenty-seventh of April 1717. 

The fourth and last deed, passed before the said Pichet, on the sixteenth of June 
following, between the Sieur Claude Porlier, merchant of Quebec, acting for Misa 
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That, in the two first items of hie account, in wliich he mentions the lands by hits 
possessed, the said Noel refers the Sieur Gourdeaux to his, Noel's children, for tlw 
payment of the cens et rentes of four arpents ofland which, he states, he has sold to 
them, and with the payment of the arreara of rent with which he has charged them; 
that the said NoSl should have notified the said Sieur Gourdeaux of that transactioii, 
which has not been done, with a view, no doubt, to defraud faim of the lods et venlti 
to him due ; that the said Noel can not refer ■ the said Sieur Gourdeaux as aforesaid, 
unless he proves his plea. 

That the third item in which the defendant declares that -he possesses two arpenU 
ofland originally granted to and coming from Jean de Paris, and which he states are 
only charged with one soi of monnaie de cartes per each arpent, shews that he evi- 
dently confounds the said land with another of two arpents which has been conceded 
to the said Noel at the rate of one sol per arpent, and subject to other charges enu- 
merated in the deed of concession to him granted by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, 
the elder, and passed before Pichet, notary, on the 18th November 1716, whereof 
Noel produces a copy, and in which no mention is made of Jean de Paris or of any 
other, which proves the mistake he has committed. 

That the demand of rents for the two arpents coming from Jean de Paris, is esta- 
blished by a deed of concession of the 19th March 1659, of which Noel also bringsa 
copy ; that he contradicts himself by the deed of sale to him mnde thereof (and of 
which he produces a copy), having acquired the said land from Antoine Vignault and 
Marie Magdeloine Pichet, his wife, the said Vignault acting as tutor to the miDOr 
children of Gabriel Gosselin, representing Bemier alias Jean de Paris, and transferred 
to Noel for the consideration of ten so^s per superficial Tirpent, and three live capons 
and three (fewiers of ceres per annum, as appears by the said deed ofthe 19iihMarcli 
1659. 

That he, the said Sieur Gourdeaux, is obliged to leave this last item in suspense, 
until he shall have ascertained the Buperficies of the said land, excepting, however, 
the three live capons which must be paid to him, according to his account. 

That the fourth item of the said Noel's account relates to the one hundred arpents 
to him granted by the said late Sieur Gourdeaux, by deed of the ISth November 
1716, at the rate of one sol of cens per each arpent, which said land the said Noel con- 
founds with that of Jean de Paris, as it appears by the copy of the act passed before 
Pichet, notary, produced by the said No€l. 



That he persists in his demand, as contained in his account and proved by the docu- 
ments produced as well by him as by Nofil, and that, in cose the said Nofil should 
deny the agreement with the s^d Sieur Gourdeaux, respecting the sum of fifty livres, 
as being the amount duo him for all the objects mentioned in hi^ in 
the said Sieur Gourdeaux refers the whole to our decision, and pfi* 
that the said Nofilbe condemned to pay him the full amount of tlio -'. 
the lands by him possessed, and mentioned in the statement by him 
dcaux) produced, withour any deduction whatever, and reserving hi.-: 
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The second, being a sale by Pierre Le Petit and his wife to Louis de Lauzon Sieur 
de la Citi^re, of four arpents in front by ten in depth, charged with cens et rentes^ the 
amount of which the parties could not state ; the said sale made for the siun of four 
livres, and upon the condition stated in the said deed which was passed before Rouer, 
on the 23rd March 1657. 

The third and last deed passed before Rageot, notary, on the 12th November 1671, 
by which Jean Baptiste Peuvret Sieur de Menu and his wife sell to Gabriel Gosselin 
one hundred arpents of land in one piece, called '* Les terres du Fort de la Pointe de 
rideP the said land charged with cens et rentes^ the amount of which the parties could 
not state ; the said sale made for and in consideration of the sum of 65 livres tournois of 
rente fonciire not redeemable. 

A receipt from the late Sieur Gourdeaux, in these terms : " I, the undersigned, 
acknowledge that 1 hold Pierre NoSl discharged from all the dues upon Beaulieu's 
land, and from all transactions in general that we have had together up to this day, 
without prejudice to the deeds passed by me in his favor on the 18th November 
1716.— (Signed) Gourdeaux." 






Another receipt from the Sieur Porlier, also in these terms : " I have received from 
" Pierre No6l, on account of the lands beholds belonging to the seigniory of Beaulieu, 
eight capons, and he is to pay me the money according to the agreement to be made 
at the rate of twenty or fifteen sols per arpent. At Quebec, the 19th November 
1723.— (Signed) Porlier." 
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Another receipt from the said Sieur Porlier, which is as follows : ** I have received 
from Pierre No6l, for the land he holds belonging to the seigniory of Beaulieu, not 
including Dufort's land, the sum of 8 livres and 8 capons, do7it quitta?ice. At Quebec, 
the 18th November 1724. — (Signed) Porlier." And on the side is written : " And 
" one sol for the land called " Jean de Paris." 

A receipt from the said Sieur Gourdeaux, dated the 19 November 1739, to Pierre 
NoSl, the younger, for 3 livres and 3^capons for three years rent of one arpent of land 
which he got from his father, and from which he is discharged for the said year. 

And after again hearing the parties this day ; seeing the King's declaration given 
at Versailles the twenty-fifth of March 1720, rendered in interpretation of the one of 
the 5th July 1717, by which, in explanation of the ninth article of the above declara- 
tion and without having regard to the ordinances of Messieurs Begon and Dupuy, here- 
tofore intendants in this country, of the twenty-first of June 1723, of the sixteenth of 
November 1727 and of the thirteenth of January 1728 : 

It is ordered that the cens et rentes^ dues and other debts contracted before the 
registration of the said declaration of the said fifth of July 1717, and which have not 
been stipulated to be paid in monriaie de France^ or monnaie tournois or of Paris, shall 
be paid with the monnme de France^ with a deduction of one fourth, which is the 
difference between the french currency and the currency of the country, and that those 

e3 
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which it has been agreed should be paid in fnansutie toumois or of Paris shall be paid 
at the rate of the firench currency without any deduction. 

The whole being considered — 

And as, in the titles of the lands held by the said No^l in the said fie& of Beaulieo 
and de la Grossardidre, it is not stated that it shall be monnaie tonmoU^ of France or 
ofParis. 

We do ordain that one fourth shall be deducted from all the cen% et rentes in money 
stipulated in the said deeds, and we therefore condenm the said No^l to pay them, at 
that rate, to the said Sieur Gourdeaux from the eighteenth of November 1724, date of 
the receipt given by the said Sieur Porlier to the said Nofil, with the exception of 
Dufort's land and the cens et rentes of which said land the said No6l shall pay 
to the said Sieur Grourdeaux from the twentieth of November 1716, date of the re- 
ceipt in full from the late Sieur Gourdeaux, the elder, the whole in money or other- 
wise, saving to the said No^l his right to call upon his son for the cens et rentes of 
four arpents from the time he sold or gave them to him. 

We dismiss the demand of the said Sieur Gourdeaux in relation to the reservation 
made by him in his account of the twentieth of April, and in the paper writing dated 
the same day, of the cens et rentes of two arpents which he says were conceded to Jean 
de Paris in 1659, under a charge of ten sds per each arpent in superficies, inasmuch 
as he makes a double charge for the said farm and for the one conceded to the said No^I 
in 1716, which is the same as the one left to him by the descendants of the said Jean 
de Paris, and of which he redeemed the rente often sals for each arpent in superficies, 
together with nine years arrears of the said rente paid to the Sr. Porlier, acting for Miss 
Marie Bissot, wife and attorney of the said late Sieur Gt)urdeaux, the elder, as the 
whole appears by the three deeds of the twenty-seventh April and sixteenth of June 
1717, above mentioned. 

We therefore order that the said No^l shall settle with the said Sieur Gourdeaux 
for the cen>s et rentes of the four lots of land belonging to him in the said fie& at the 
rate above mentioned, and for each year according to the terms heretofore stipulated, 
as follows, to wit : 

1^ For the lot of four arpents granted to Gabriel Gosselin, predecessor of the said 
No^ on the thirtieth of November 1652, the sum of three livres, and three capons of 
rentes and eighteen deniers of cens, 

2^ For the lot called ** Dufort, " of one hundred arpents in superficies, granted in 
1652 and 1653, the sum of three livres and fifi;een sols ofrentes. 

2^ For the lot of four arpents granted to the said NoSl on the eighteenth of No- 
vember 1716, the sum of three livres and four capons of rentes, and three sols d 
cens. 

4? And for the lot of two arpents first granted to Jean de Paris in 1656, then to 
the eaid Noel in 1716, and acquired by him in 1717, only the sum of eight deniers. 
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And the said No^l shall be bound to pass ^ litre nouvd and acknowledgement for 
the said lands to the said Sieur Gourdeaux, acting as aforesaid, at the rates above 
mentioned, and to furnish him copies thereof in due form, and to state what portions 
he may have disposed of or sold, in default of which the present ordinance shall be 
equivsdent to such litre nouvel and acknowledgement. 

We also order that the said No^l shall settle with the said Sieur Gourdeaux, acting 
as aforesaid, for the siun of six li/t^res, for the rentes in money for the year 1723, of the 
eight arpents of land owned by him, according to the reservation contained in the 
receipt of the said Sieur Porlier, dated the nineteenth of November of the same 
year. 

Having acknowledged the said NoSl as incidental plaintiff, and proceeding to adju- 
dicate upon his said demand, we, with the consent of the parties, do condemn the said 
Sieur Gourdeaux to settle with him for the sum of seventy livres, in full of all the de- 
mands stated in the account furnished to the said Noel ; we also condemn the said 
Sieur Gourdeaux to pay the costs, amounting to the sum of eighteen livres. 

Thus ordered, 6cc, 

Done at Quebec, the thirteenth of April 1745. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1746 to 1747, No. 34, folio 7.] 

K}rdinan<x condemning the Sieur Elienne Charest to build a grist mUl upon the River 
Etcheminj at the village Ste, GeneviivCy in the seigniory of Lauzon, and obliging 
the Sieur Charly to contribute to the cost of it according to the share belonging to 
his minjcfr Midren^ co-heirs of &he said seigniory. 

GrIUiES HoCQUART, &C. 

Between Augustin Galameau, Pierre Tardif and several other inhabitants, to the 
nimiber of about sixty, all grantees of the lands in the rear of the seigniory of Lauzon, 
plaintifis by petition, answered by us on the ninth of the present month, appearing by 
Chfurles Marois, one of them, of the one part ; 

And the Sieur Charest, first seignior of the said seigniory of Lauzon, defendant, 
appearing in person, of the other part ; 

Seeing the said petition stating that two years previously they had presented us 
another petition, to explain the unfortunate situation they were in, being at a distance 
of more than three leagues from the river, without a mill and without being able to 
educate their children, for want of roads j that the Sieur Charest, their first seignior* 
to contribute to the clearing of the land and to give necessary assistance to his tenants. 
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in conformity wdth His Majesty's intentions, had caused the millstones and a part of 
the machinery necessary for a grist mill to be taken to the place, but that he had been 
unable to complete the work on account of the opposition of his co-heirs in the said 
seigniory, which was still undivided ; that the inhabitants wou\d, in consequence, be 
reduced to the necessity of abandoning the lands upon which they had already done 
considerable work. 

Wherefore the plaintiff, in conclusion pray that we may be pleased to condemn 
the said Sieur Charest to build a grist mill upon the River Etchemin, in the village 
Ste. Genevieve, unless he would rather cede the right ofba?Kilite to one of the plaintiffi* 
or to the whole of them, they being unable, any longer, to withstand the fatigue 
endured in carrying their grain more that three leagues through impassable roads for 
the purpose of having it ground at Pointe-Levy : 

Our ordinance of the ninth of the present n^onth following this and ordering the 
same to be communicated to the parties, that they might appear before us this day at 
nine of the clock in the forenoon. The said petition and ordinance served upon the 
defendant by Pilote, a bailiff, on the tenth of the said month. 

The parties being heard. 

And afber it had been stated by the said Sieur Charest, that in consequence of a hke 
demand made to him two years before by the plaintiffs, he had caused the millstones 
to be carried to the place vnth part of the materials and machinery necessary for the 
building of the mill in question ; that he could not complete the building on account 
of the difficulties always thrown in the way by the Sieur Charly, a merchant of Mon- 
treal, in the name and as the tutor of the minor children issue of his marriage with the 
late Miss Therese Charest, the said minors being co-heirs of the said seigniory of 
Lauzon which is yet undivided ; that the said Charest, in his own name and in the 
name of Dufils Charest his brother, now absent from the country, offers to build the 
mill in question, upon the River Etchemin, in the village of Ste. Genevieve, in the 
course of next summer, for the convenience of the plaintiflfe, upon condition that the 
said Sieur Charly, acting as aforesaid, be obliged to share the expense according to the 
share he may have as aforesaid, in the said seigniory of Lauzon, the whole according 
to the statements of expenditure which the defendant shall prove he has made for the 
said work ; in consequence of which the said Sieur Charly shall receive his share of 
the profits arising from the said mill ; unless the said Sieur Charly would rather re- 
nounce his rights of hancdite in the said mill, of which he will be bound to make the 
option within one month from the day of the signification to be made upon him of the 
present ordinance ; afl;er which remmciation made in due form the said Sieur Charest 
obliges himself together with his said brother, to build the said mill at his own 
cost and expense. 

We have condemned the said Sieur Etienne Charest, in his own name and as acting 
for the Sieur Dufils Charest his brother, pursuant to the offers by him made, to build 
a grist mill upon the River Etchemin, in the village of Ste. Genevieve, at the most 
suitable place of the river for the convenience of the inhabitants of the said village and 
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those established in the back parts of the said seigniory of Lauzon^ during the course 
of next summer, one thousand seven hundred and forty-six ; and the said Sieur Charly 
shall be bound to contribute to the said building, according to the share of the said 
seigniory belonging to him and the minor children he represents ; imless he would 
rather give up his right ofbanalite in the said mill, in which case the right ofbanalite 
shall belong solely to the said Sieurs Charest, on account of the expense to be incurred 
by them in building the said mill ; and the said Sicur Charly shall be bound to make 
his choice wdthin six weeks from the signification of these presents, after which time 
in virtue of our present ordinance, he will be deprived of the right of making any 
choice. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twelfth of February, one thousand seven hundred and forty- 
six. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1746 & 1747, No. 34, Folio 24.] 

Ordinance whdch maintains Augustin Roy dit Lauziers, inhabitant of Ste. Anne de 
la Pocatiire, in the possession and enjoyment of his porpoise fishery, under the 
charges^ clauses and conditions contained in the deed of agreement between him 
and the Sieur Dauteuil, seignior of a part of tlie said seigniory , and which prO' 
hibits one Antoine Gagnon and others, from disturbing him in the possession oftlie 
said fishery, ^. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &;C. 

Between the Sieur Augustin Roy dit Lauziers, captain of militia in the seigniory of 
La Pocatiere, plaintiff by a petition answered by us on the 8th July last, of the one 
part; 

Antoine Gagnon, inhabitant of the said place, of the other part. 

Seeing the said petition stating that, by our ordinance of the 31st March 1738, he 
had been maintained in the possession and enjoyment of the porpoise fishery in the river 
St. Lawrence, throughout the extent of the domain of the said seigniory, imder the 
charges, clausei^ and conditions contained in the agreement {sous seing prive) be- 
tween the Sieur Dauteuil, seignior of a part of the said place, and the plaintiff, dated 
the 10th February 1738, vfiih prohibition to all persons to disturb him in carrying on 
the said porpoise fishery ; 

That, in virtue of the said ordinance, the plaintiff has carried on the said fishery 
without molestation up to the time that one Antoine Gagnon, neighbour of the said 
domain, has thought proper, without any title, to spread nets upon three or four 
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aipents of the said fishery, without leaTe and against the will of the plaintifi^ which 
causes him a considerable damage ; 

Wherefore he prays that we may be pleased to summon the said Antoine Gragnon 
before us, for the purpose of ordering that the plaintiff be maintained in the possession 
and enjoyment of the fishery in question throughout the extent of the domain of La 
Pocati^re, according to our said ordinance and to the deed of partnertship above men- 
tioned; that the said Gagnon be prohibited jfrom disturbing the plaintiff in the enjoy- 
ment of the said fishery, and that he be condemned, for having done so, to such dam- 
ages and interest as it will please us to order, and also to the payment of costs. 

Our order of the 8th "day of July last being at the bottom of the said petition, the 
said ordinance to the effect that the said petition should be served upon the parties to 
appear before us the 1st day of August next; service of the said petition and order 
upon the defendant at the instance of the plaintiff, by Dionne, a bailiff, the 14th day 
of July, with notice to appear before us on the said 1st day of August next. 

The answer in writing to the said petition served upon the plaintiff, at the instance 
of the defendant, the 31st July, by which answer the defendant prays that, without 
reference to the demand of the said Loziers, the dismissal of which he demands that he 
be permitted, as well as his neighbours Joseph Huyot and St. Amant, to set a fishery 
for taking porpoise in fi"ont of their lands, according to their deeds of concession and 
in preference to the plaintiff, that the said plaintiff may be prohibited, as well as all 
others employed by him, from molesting the parties above named, or from hindering 
them to set the said fishery, and using and enjoying the same, upon pain of all costs, 
losses and damages, the whole with costs against the plaintiff. 

Our interlocutory judgement in the premises, dated the said 1st of August, by which 
it is ordered that the matter should remain over for consideration during a fortnight, 
during which period the parties should be held to place in the hands of our secretary 
the documents they intended to use, and the plaintiff would be bound to produce the 
agreement which he alleges was made between the Sieur Dauteuil de Monceaux and 
several of the inhabitants of the said seigniory, and more particularly with the defend- 
ant in relation to the front of their lands, the said order served upon the said defendant, 
by the Sieur Bouchard, an officer of militia of the said place, the 1st September 
following. 

A paper writing containing observations, served upon the defendant, the 5th of the 
said month of September, by which the plaintiff persists in the proceeding conclusions. 

Seeing also a paper writing or agreement, between the late Mr. Dauteuil, the elder, 
and the said defendant, dated the 16th October 1736, by which he undertakes to sell to 
the defendant a portion of his domain of two arpents of land in front by thirty in depth, 
the said two arpents to be taken above the King's highway, and from thence running in 
depth, joining on the south-west side to Charles Minville, and on the north-east side 
to the unconcededland of the said domain.— The said sale made subject to the charge^, 
clauses and conditions set forth in the said agreement, and in which neither the right 
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of fishing nor the beach are mentioned, it being merely stated that the said Gbgncm 
Bhall take a deed of concession subject to the same clauses and conditions as in the 
other deeds in the said seigniory, the said agreement signed " Ruette Dauteuil." 

Seeing further the deed of copartnership between the said Sieur Dauteuil, the 
yotmger, and the said plaintiff, of the 10th February 1738, containingthe leave granted 
by the said Sieur Dauteuil to the plaintiff, to caiTy on a porpoise fishery upon the 
whole extent of his domain, and other stipulations touching the said fishery ; our ordi- 
nance of the said 31st March 1738, with a certificate of Joseph Dionne, notary, on the 
Bouth shore of the river, produced by the defendant, dated the 5th day of August last, 
by which it is attested that he never executed any deed of renunciation or abandon- 
ment by the defendant in favor of Mr. Dauteuil, of the front of the land sold him by 
Mr. Dauteuil, the elder. 

Everything considered, and afker due deliberation thereon, we have maintained the 
plaintiff in the possession and enjoyment of the fishery in question, throughout the 
extent of the domain of La Pocati^re, conformably to the deed of copartnership be- 
tween the said Sieur Dauteuil and the said plaintiff; we forbid the said Gagnon, and 
all others, to molest him in the enjoyment of the said fishery, under the penalties im- 
posed by law, the whole without prejudice to the rights which His Majesty may have 
to the said fishery. 

We condemn the defendant to the payment of costs taxed at four livres, ten sols. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the eighteenth day of March one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-six. 

(Signed) HOCQUART. 



[Ord. of 1748, No. 35, Folio lO.J 

Ordinance compelling the Sieur CourthiaUf acting for Dlle Lestage, proprietress of 
the seigniory of Berthier, to grant a title to the fabrique of the parish of Berthier, 
of a lot of land given hy Madame de Villemur, according to a location ticket of 
the 3rd November 1710, vnthout any charge^ save and eoccept in the event of the 
said lot passing into the hands cf third parties^ in which case siich third parties 
shall be held to pay to the seignior one sol of rent hy each arpent in superficies, three 
capons for the whole of the grant j and ttoo sols of cans. 

GlLLES HoCQUART, &C. 

Between Father Michel Levasseur, a Friar of the Religious Order of RecoUets, 
discharging the duties of rector of Berthier, and Joseph Lafreni^re, an inhabitant of 
the same place, in his capacity of church-warden in office of the fabrique of the church 
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of the said parish, plaintifl& by way of petition, by us answered yesterday, the said La- 
freniere personally present, and assisted by the Sieur Daure, royal notary, the bearer 
of certain documents, of the one part; 

And Dlle Marie Josephe Esther Sayer, widow of and commune en hiens with the 
late Sieur Pierre Lestage, in his lifetime trader of this town, and Dlle Marie Lestage, 
spinster of full age, residing at Bayonne, sister and only heiress at law of the said late 
Sieur Lestage, in possession of the lands and seigniory of Berthier, defendants, appear- 
ing by the Sieur Courthiau, a trader of this town, their attorney duly constituted, of 
the other part. 

Seeing the petition setting forth that, on the 3rd day of November 1710, Madame de 
Villemur, then proprietress of the said seigniory of Berthier, gave authority to one 
Causabon to execute the deed of grant of the land in the said seigniory which she had 
given to the church there ; that imder and by virtue of the said location ticket, the 
fabrique of the said parish of Berthier took possession of the said land, and caused a 
church and parsonage house to be erected, and a cemetery to be laid out, thereon, and 
have had the enjoyment of the said land since the said year 1710, without hindrance or 
molestation, and without any other title than the sdd location ticket ; that, notwith- 
standing that prescription alone is now sufficient to insure to the said fabrique the free 
and imdisturbed possession of the said land, nevertheless to avoid any difficulty which 
might arise hereafter by reason of the said land, the said fabrique is desirous of obtain- 
ing a title, but as the declaration of His Majesty of the 25th November 1743, which 
prohibits religious and other corporations, who can only acquire in mort-main (en Tnain 
7norte)f from so acquiring immoveable property, seems to be an obstacle in their way, 

Praying that, inasmuch as the fabrique of the said fabrique of Berthier has been in 
possession of the said land for more than thirty-seven years, we will be pleased to 
allow them to summon the said widow Lestage, the now proprietress of the said seig- 
niory of Berthier, to appear before us, to the end that it may be ordered that she shall 
be held to give to the said fabrique of Berthier a title, in due form, of the lot of land 
above mentioned, which contains two arpents in front by ten arpents in depth, where 
the said land has three arpents in front by thirty-four in depth, bounded in front by 
the river St. Lawrence, in the rear by Jean Baptiste Riviere, on one side by Fi-an^ois 
Genereux, and on the other side partly by the lands of the domain of the said seigniory, 
and partly by Pierre G^n^reux ; and in defeult thereof that our ordinance in tho, premises 
shall be equivalent to such title, the said petition signed " Frs. Michel Levasseur," the 
said Lafreniere being unable to write ; 

Our order being at the foot of the same to the effect that the said petition should be 
served to the widow Lestage and to the Sieur Courthiau, the attorney duly named of the 
said Dlle Lestage, of Bayonne, proprietress of the said seigniory of Berthier, in 
order that they might give their answer to the same in writing, and appear before us 
this day, at nine o*clock in the morning. 

The written answer without date, by which the Sieur Courthiau, acting as aforesaid, 
after having taken communication of the said petition, and of the letter of attorney in 
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question^ admits that the fabrique of Berthier aforesaid is in possession of the land 
mentioned and described in the said petition ; that the said fabrique, since the making 
of the writing above mentioned, has always been in possession of the said land ; that he 
does not contest the right of the said fabrique to obtain a title to the same, having fre- 
quently offered such title; that he is willing to abide by what we may order upon the 
subject ; praying, nevertheless, that we will order that, in the event of the said fabrique 
selling or otherwise disposing of the said land, the purchaser of the same may be held 
to pay the same rents as the other inhabitants of the said seigniory are bound to pay, 
namely : two S(ds of cens, one sol per each arpent in superficies, and half a bushel of 
wheat by each twenty arpents ; that the said fabrique shall be prohibited fi:om parcel- 
ing out the said land, in future, into building lots for a village, and that the seignior 
will have the right of taking upon the said land all the timber necessary for the build- 
ing of a church, the principal manor-house and other public works. — The said paper 
writing signed " Courthiau." 

Seeing also copy of the power of attorney given by the said Dlle Marie Lestage, 
residing at Bayoiine, sister and heiress of the late Pierre Lestage, the said copy duly 
compared with the original thereof remaining of record with the Sieur Daur^, by 
which power of attorney she gives to the said Sieur Courthiau all the necessary autho- 
rity in relation to the estate of the said late Sieur Lestage, as appears by the said 
power of attorney executed before Jean Hap^ de Mouho, royal notary of the said 
town of Bayonne, the seventeenth of May one thousand seven hundred and forty-four, 
and duly certified by Mr. Salvart de Lesp^s, lieutenant general in the jurisdiction of 
the town of Bayonne, aforesaid, the eighteenth day of the said month of May. 

Another power of attorney given by the said Dame Widow Lestage, residing in this 
town, to the said Courthiau, by which she confers upon him the power of administering 
all, each and every her affairs and property, present and future, to grant to such persons 
as he may see fit lands in the seigniory of Berthier, subject to such charges, clauses 
and conditions as he may think proper, as the whole is fully explained in the said 
jpower of attorney executed before Daur^ and Adhemar, royal notaries of this ju- 
risdiction, the twentieth of January one thousand seven hundred and forty-five, and 
the letter or power of attorney of the said Dame de Villemur, signed by her and dated 
the third of November one thousand seven himdred and ten, by which she authorises 
ihe said Casaubon, to execute the title of the land she gives to the church, the said 
power being duly authenticated with our initials. 

Having heard the parties so appearing : we have granted them cicte of the matters 
alleged by them, and of the matters they agree to by consent ; and in conse- 
quence : — 

We order that by the first notary who may be thereunto required, the said Cour- 
thiau, acting as aforesaid, shall be held to grant a deed of concession to the fabrique 
of the parish of Berthier of the land in question, subject only to the condition that in 
the event of the ssidfabrique selling or otherwise disposing of the same, the purchaser 
of the same shall be bound to pay to the proprietor of the seigniory the ordinary cens 

g2 
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et rentes of one sol of rent per each arpent in super/des, three capons for the whole <f 
the kmdj amd two soln qfcens, and in default of the said Courthiau granting the said 
deed of concession, within fifteen days from the service of the ordinance, our said or- 
dinance shall be equivalent to such title. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the twenty-third of February, one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-eight. 

Signed, HOCQUART. 



[Ordce. of 1749, No. 36, folio 34.] 

Ordinance permitting the inhabitants of Cap St, IgTiace to pay the rents whdch they 
avoe to the Sieur de Vincelotce, in the current coin of the country j toith a reduction 
of one quarter f and which orders that they shall furnish fat live capons, or the sum 
of 22 sols 6 deniers in money for each, at they may choose, 

Francois Bigot, &c. 

Between Louis Guyon and Joseph Richard inhabitants of the seigniory of Cap St 
Ignace, plaintiff by way of petition, answered by us the twentieth of December listst, 
personally present, of the one part ; 

And the Sieur Vincelotte du Hautmenil, seignior of the said Cap St. Ignace, 
defendant, also personally present, of the other part ; 

Having seen the said petition, setting forth that the said plaintiff are tenants of the 
said seigniory, together with their co-heirs, and others for whom they are acting, and 
proprietors of seven arpents of land in front by forty in depth, charged with thirty sds 
of reduced rent, by each arpent in front, and of a capon by each arpent, as appears by 
the deed of concession granted by the Widow of the Sieur Charles Amiot in favor of 
the late Nicolas Gamache.the predecessor of the plaintifi^, by reason of whicb charges 
the plaintiffi) on the eleventh of November last called upon the said Sieur Vincelotte 
for the purpose of paying the same, who refused the rents due upon the said land and 
the capons, pretending, as he said, that they were obliged to pay in money, which 
cannot be done, as money is not plentifrd enough in this country ; wherefore, in con- 
clusion, the plaintifis pray that by reason of the said deed of concession before Bequet, 
notary, dated the tenth of July 16i75, we may be pleased to summon the said Sieur 
Vincelotte before us, in order that he may be enjoined to take payment from the plain- 
tif& of the rents and amounts due him, in the current notes of the country. 

Ou^ ordinance of the twentieth of December last following, ordering the same to 
be communicated to the Sieur Vincelotte that he might appear before us this day. 
The said petition and ordinance served upon the said Sieur Vincelotte, on the thirtieth 
of the same month, together vrith a summons for this day. 
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Seeing also the above deed of concession, by which the said Dame Victoire Amiot, 
proprietress of the said seigniory of Vincelotte, has granted to to the said Nicolas 
Oamache, a lot of land of seven arpents in front by forty in depth, upon condition of 
paying each year the sum of fourteen livres in money and seven good fat live capons 
of seigniorial rents, and two sols oicens for the whole of the said grant. 

The parties being heard, and ai^r the defendant had stated that his only reason for 
refusing to receive the rents of the land in question from the plaintifis, was because 
they wished to pay him with a reduction of a fourth ; that he the defendant believes 
he is right in demanding the said rents without any reduction, inasmuch as it is stated 
that they shall be in money (argent monnoye) which means and is equivalent to the cur- 
rency of France, wherefore he prays that the plaintiff be bound to pay him the said 
rents agreeably to the said deed, and to give him the fat live capons as therein sti- 
pulated. 

The plaintifis replied that the old rents have been reduced by one fourth in virtue 
of the different declarations from the King, and they maintain that these rents ought to 
be reduced likewise, in consequence of His Majesty's declaration of the twenty-fifth of 
March one thousand seven hundred and thirty, rendered in explanation of the one of 
the fifth of July one thousand seven hundred and seventeen, and inasmuch as it is not 
fitated in the deed in question, that the rents shall be payable in the current money of 
Prance or TourTiois or Farisis. 

We ordain that the said plaintiffs and their co-heirs shall pay the rents they owe 
to the Sieur Vincelotte, in the currency of tliis country vdth the reduction of a 
fourth, — 

We order them, in pursuance of the said deed to ftimish fat live capons or the sum 
of twenty-two sols six deniers in money for each, according to their choice ; each 
party to pay his ovm costs. 

Thus ordered, ^c. 

Done at Quebec, the fourth of January 1749. 

Signed, BIGOT. 



* « 
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[Ordce. of 1749, No. 36, folio 44.] 

Ordinance commanding the inhabitants of the Cote Beaupri to exhibit to their sei' 
gniors the titles of ownership to the lands Iteld by tltem^ and ordering each of tlie 
said inhabitaMs to. furnish to their said seigniors a copy in due form of eadi 
of the said titles^ U7ider a penalty of ten livres against those tcho may refuse^ 
<jpc., SfC. 

Francois Bigot, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the Superior and Director of the seminary of 
the missions etrangeres established at Quebec, stating that as seigniors of the seigniory 
of Beaupre, they have a right to lods et venter, according to the Custorn of Paris, upon 
all sales of lots of land or portions of lots belonging to the said seigniory ; that it is 
almost the only due or revenue they can collect, as by the distribution of the lands, 
they are let or conceded for very small rents ; that they are deprived of the privilege 
of collecting lods et ventes virhich are legitimately due them by the care persons take to 
jconceal their deeds of purchase, and by even refusing to exhibit them and fiimish 
copies, the result of which has been that, up to this time, they have been imable to 
know their rights, and demand or sue for them, wherefore the petitioners conclude 
that we may be pleased to order that each of the inhabitants of the s^d seigniory of 
Beaupre, who is owner of any portion of land in it, shall be bound, vsdthin one month 
from the day of publication of the present ordinance, to bring to the petitioners, at their 
residence in the seminary of Quebec, their titles to the lands held by them in the said 
seigniory, from the grant given of the said land or part thereof, up to and including 
the title in virtue of which they pretend to be owners and proprietors ; — 

That they be also further bound to furnish, at their own cost, to the petitioners, a 
copy in due form of each of the said deeds from the deed of concession of the said 
lands, and that they be immediately obliged to pay the petitioners the lods et ventes 
which may be owing to them, with saisine et amende^ and other debts, and in 
default of so doing, and by reason of the negligence and refusal of several of them, that 
they be compelled thereto by the seizure of their lands and crops, and by being de- 
prived of them in favor of the petitioners ; that they be obliged to pay the interest of 
the amounts due for lods et ventes from the expiration of the twenty days which the 
Custom allows them to exhibit their title-deeds of purchase. 

In consequence of the said petition we order each of the inhabitants of the said 
seigniory of Beaupri to exhijiit to the petitioners, at their residence in Quebec, within 
one month from the day of the publication of the present ordinance, their titles to the 
lands owned by them in the said seigniory, from the deed of concession originally 
made of the said land or portion thereof, down to the title in virtue of which they pre- 
tend to be owners. 

We also ordain that each of the said inhabitants shall, at his own cost, furnish the 
petitioners with a copy in due form of each of the said deeds of sale, since the deed 
of concession, under a penalty of ten livres against those who may refuse, reserving to 
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tho petitioners their recourse, through the ordinary means, &r the lods et ventes which 
may be acknowledged as due to them { 

And our present ordinance shall be read and published in each of the said paiishes 
of the seigniory of Beaupr^, after diyine service in tiie morning, by any bailiff thereto 
required who shall give a certificate thereof, which publication shall answer the pur- 
pose of a service, so that the said inhabitants may not plead ignorance. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

pone at Montreal, tho 10th February 1749. 

r^y-y:::^^ Signed, bigot. 



^ ■- [Ord. of 1749, No. 36, Folio 61.] 

OrdiMance dismissiTig tHie demand of the sieurs Dupere et Le Bel, against ene Franfois 
JLeveque of Kamouraska, hy which they pretend that the fishery of the said he' 
veque extended too far out, that it might cause disastrous accidents to smaU vessels 
and boats, and that it teas jfrejudicial to his neighh ours, 

F11AN901S Bigot, &c. 

Seeing ^e judgment rendered in theprevoste of this tovni on the 6th of March 1678, 
between the sieur Jean Baptiste Diiperey, merchant of this town, and Jean Le Bel, 
inhabitants of Petit Kamouraska, plainti£& : and Fran^^ois I'Evesque, inhabitant of the 
said place, defendant, by which, before final judgment, reference was had to us, inas- 
much as the beach in question belongs to the king ; the costs reserved, the said judg- 
ment not signified. 

The petition presented to Mr. Hbcquart, heretofore intendant in this country, by the 
said Sup^rey and Le Bel, praying, for the reasons therein stated, that in' consequence 
of the said judgment, he would wish to summon the said TEvesque, that the petitioners 
might have the conclusions taken in their petition and summons of the 9th and 18th 
of February preceding, granted to them ; in support of which conclusions they state 
the reasons contained in the said petition, and they further observe- that if the said 
I'Evesque were allowed to extend his fishery to low wat^r mark, which in that place 
luns two leagues out, very dangerous accidents might happen to small vessels or boats, 
which would bei wrecked or upset in trying to anchor or -run into the bay during bad 
weather. 

Then follows the ordinance of the 6th April 1748, ordering it to be communicated 
to the parties, that they might appear on the Tuesday tiext f(Al</wing, "bIO nine o'clock 
in the morning, service of the whole being made upon the said TEvesque, on the same 
day, by Vallet, a bailiff, at the request of ihe petitioners ; seeing also the default ob- 
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tained on the mnth of the said month, by the said Duperey and Le Bel against tlic 
saidTEvesqut, served upon him on the twentieth, with notice to appear on the Wed- 
nesday following. 

Seeing also the petition presented to the lieutenant-general of the prevoste of this 
town by the said Duperey and Le Bel, stating that the custom always followed 
in this colony was, for the inhabitants who have a right to fish in front of their land, to 
place their fisheries so as not to incommode their neighbours, and deprive them of 
the small advantages accruing to them from their fisheries as a livelihood, a custom 
which is so just and so well established that were it othenvise, the first inhabitant, 
owner of a grant of land, would extend his fishery to low water mark, and thus deprive 
all those coming after him of an advantage which should be common to them all, and 
more particularly in places where the land forms a cove ; that the said Francois TE- 
vesque wished to do away with, and overthrow this custom, and for the purpose of 
doing so, has rented the fishery of one Dumont, an inhabitant of Petit Kamouraska, 
and far from being satisfied with placing his fishery as the said Dumont was in the 
habit of doing, and as all the other inhabitants, his neighbours do, he had placed a se- 
cond fishery, then a third one, and was about placing a fourth which would extend 
as far as V Islet aux Harengs, according to the annexed plan, so that if the pretensiom 
of the said I'Evesque were allowed, he would stop all the fisheries of his neighbours, 
who would be unable to profit by the advantages given them by their deeds, while the 
said TEvesque would carry on a considerable trade in fish ; finally, if his pretensions 
were listened to, the first inhabitant of Petit Kamouraska would only have to foUow 
his example, and all the others might then take away their fisheries. 

Wherefore the petitioners, in conclusion, pray that the said I'Evesque may be bound 
to conform to the custom established in this colony, in relation to the placing of fishe- 
ries in front of the lands of the inhabitans ; that he be prohibited from placing several 
fisheries in front of one another, as he has done, and that he be bound to place his 
fishery as his neighbours do. Tho said judgment containing the statements of the par- 
ties, in which the said TEvesque contends that he has never placed his fisheries so as 
to be in the way of other persons' rights, having only placed them upon the ground 
belonging to him as grantee of the said Dumont ; that what appears to hurt the said 
Duperey and Le Bel, is merely the shape of his fishery, in which more fish are caught 
than in those of his neighbours ; that the fisheries in question may, however, be exa- 
mined by experts^ to be agreed upon by the parties, or named ex-afficiot to ascertain if 
they are prejudicial to the rights of the parties. 

Wherefore the said I'Evesque demands the dismissal of the present action, and after 
seeing the plan of the place and having deliberated, we have dismissed the demand 
formed against the said TEvesque, each party paying his own costs. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 26th March 1749. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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(Ord. of 1749, No. 37, Folio 15.) 

Ordinance enjoining the inhabitants of the county of 8t. Laurent to exhibit to Meesirg 
Oaillard, priest and seignior of the Island and county of Orleans, their titie-deeds, 
to the lands held by them in the said seigniory , and ordering them to give their said 
seignior a copy of the same at their own cost, under penalty of a fine of ten livres 
against those who may refuse. 

Jean Victor Varin, &c. 

Seeing the petition presented to us b;^ the sieur Joseph Ambroise Graillard, priest, 
seignior of the Island and coimty of St. Laurent, stating that he is under the absolute 
necessity of rendering fealty and homage to the Ring, according to the clauses con- 
tained in the deed of concession of this seigniory ; that he is further bound to furnish 
his acknowledgment, Yavew et denombrementj according to law, and within the time 
appointed by the custom in this respect ; that he is imable to accomplish that duty, in- 
asmuch as since the making of his last register, a large number of properties have' 
passed into other hands, and that such new possessors are unknown, avoiding and taking 
care not to be known, in order to avoid the payment of quint, relief and lods et ventes 
and other seigniorial dues, which is almost the only revenue of the said seignioiy, in- 
asmuch as the said lands are conceded at the lowest rate, and that this obligation of 
giving to the Ring an acknowledgment as aforesaid, compels the petitioner to apply 
to us. 

Wherefore, the petitioner concludes that we may be pleased to order the inhabitants 
of the county of St. Laurent to exhibit, within fifteen days of the publication of this 
our ordinance, to the petitioner, in his seigniorial manor-house, their titles of property, 
namely the original titles of concession and those by virtue of which they have become 
proprietors : that they will be bound moreover to furnish to the petitioner at their 
own costs, an authentic copy of the said titles ; that they will be at once condemned 
to pay to the said petitioner the right of relitf, quint, fines and other dues established 
by the custom, and that publication of this ordinance be made at the church door of 
each church in the said county of St. Laurent, by the bailiff of the place. 

Having taken the said petition into our consideration, we order every one of the 
inhabitants of St. Laurent, to exhibit to the said petitioner, in his mannor-house, within 
one month from the publication of this our ordinance, his titles of property for the 
land they possess in the said seigniory, from the date of the original grant to the date 
of the titles by which they have become purchasers of such lands ; we do hereby 
moreover ordain the said inhabitants to -furnish to the said petitioner, at their own ex- 
pense, an authentic copy of the said deeds or titles, under a penalty of ten Uvres 
against the parties refusing to do so, reserving to the petitioner his recourse for his 
right of relief, quint, fines and other dues established by the custom ; — 

And this our ordinance shall be read and published in each of the parishes of the 
said coimty of St. Laurent, after divine service, by the bailiff of the place, so that none 
of the said inhabitants may be ignorant thereof. 

Thus ordered, &;c. 

Done at Quebec, the 20th August 1738. 

(Signed) VARIN. 
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[Ord. fiom 1750 to 1751, No. 38, Folio 33.] 

ft 

Ordinancif prohibiting the inhabi^nfs of St* Augustin to fisHh anywhere else hut in 
frofU cf their lands, and npt to meet together in the meadows cf the domain of the 
fxxnr, along the river Cap-Rouge, nor to m^Uce fires there and break the fences, on 
pain of 50 livres fine^payable to the fabrique of St* Augustin. 

Francois Bigot, &c. 

Having seen the petition presented to us by Dame Marie Josephe Genevieve Regnard 
Duplessis, de TEnfant- Jesus, a Religious Lady, depositary of the property of the poor 
of the Hotel-Dieu of this city, to whom the seigniory of St. Augustin belongs, stating 
that she has agreed with one Jean Meunier, an inhabitant of the said placed to make a 
dam upon the said land for the preservation of the mill thereon erected, and to convey 
thereto the water of the river Cap-Rouge ; that, since this dam has been built, which 
retains fish below it, a great number of the inhabitants of the said seigniory, instead 
of fishing in front of their property, as they were wont to do, come and fish there, dis- 
turbing the miller in the enjoyment of his property ; which does considerable injury to 
the said Hotel-Dieu by the deterioration caused to the said mill and to the land adjoin- 
ing the same, by digging for wonn§ to be used sis bait, and inasmuch as the said seigniors 
of St. Augustin have the exclusive right and privilege of making use of the discharge 
and outlet of the said dam, they applied to us that we may be pleased to prohibit all 
the inhabitants of the said seigniory of St. Augustin from fishing in the said river Cs^ 
Rouge, near the d^m built i^pon the property of the said Jean Meunier, on pain against 
the coDtrave^n^ parties of paying si^ch fime as we shall thiipJ^ fit ; 

And also to forbid, under the saone penalty, the said inhabitants from gathering to- 
gether in the meadows belonging to the poor, along the said river Cap-Rouge, to make 
fires there and to break the fences put up to keep out the cattle, without which the said 
poor will lose a great portion of the revenues of the said seigniory, people going on 
Sundays, even during divine service, in the said meadows and destroying the grass, 
which causes great prejudice to the poor. 

Having taken the said petition in our consideration, we do hereby prohibit the inha- 
bitants of the said seigniory of St. Augustin from fishing anywhere else than in front of 
their lands, under a penalty against the contravening parties of fifiy livres payable to 
the scdd parish ; 

And W0 do prpjiibit all person^ frppi gathering togetjier in the said meadows and 
domain of the poor, jalgng fixe riv^r C^p-]^ouge, to make fires there and to break down 
the fences which keep out thfi c^t^e. 

And this ordinance shall be read and published in the said parish, after divine ser- 
vice in the forenoon, so that the inhabitants thereof may not be ignorant of the saine. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-fifiih day of May one thousand seven hundred and 

fifty. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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[Qrd. from 1750 to 1751, No. 38, Folio 55.J 

Ordirumce whichj at the request of the inhabitants ofBeawpH^ liberates themfronh the 
obligation of procuring to their xeigniors copies of their titles of property, at an 
abstract thereof, ifc. 

FRAN901S BiooT, &;c. 

Upon the representation made to us by the majority of the inhabitants of Beaupre, 
in relation to our ordinance of the 10th February 1749, which condiBmns them to give 
to the Seminary of Quebec, proprietor of the seigniory of Beaupre, authentic copies 
of their titles of property; that these copies are very numerous and expensive, inas- 
much as they ought to be made by notaries; that the Seminary has no right to exact 
such copies, according to the provisions of the Custom of Paris, nor even an abstract 
thereof, and can only demand from the said inhabitants exhibition of their titles, that the 
Seminary may take communication of them, and know the persons who owe them 
lods et ventes ; 

Wherefore the said inhabitans pray us to liberate them from this obligation. 

We, having taken the matter into our consideration, do hereby exonerate and dis- 
charge the inhabitants of Beaupre from the obligation imposed upon them by our ordi- 
nance of the 10th February 1749, of ftimishingto the said Seminary authentic copies 
of their titles of property or an abstract thereof; 

And we do hereby, inconsequence, liberate them from the judgment rendered in 
that respect against them by the judge having jurisdiction in the said seigniory of 
Beaupr^, reserving to the said Seminary to take the necessary proceedings to oblige 
their tenants to exhibit their titles, that they may know the persons who owe lods et 
ventes, and have them condemned to pay the same ; 

And it is our vnll that this ordinance be read and published at the church door of 
Chateau-Richer, after divine service, and that it be registered in the office of the clerk 
of the court there, of which registration our fiscal agent shall transmit us a certificate. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the sixth day of March one thousand seven hundred and 
fifky-one* 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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[Ord. of 1752, 1753 & 1754, No. 39, Folio 66,] 

Ordinance which maintains Siraphim Desrodiers in the possession and enjoyment ef 
ttoo lands in the seignicny cf Sorely of three arpents in front by ttoenty arpents in 
depth, charged vrith a rent of ^ livres and 10 sols eodt. granted to hint by location 
tickets J in opposition to tlie pretensions of Mr, de la Colonnerie, the agent of the 
said seigniory y who wanted to have tliem reunited to the domain cf the heirs Ra- 
Tuezay, proprietors of the said seigniory, SfC, 

Francois Bigot, &c. 

Francois Desrochers, residing in the parish of the Immaculee Conception, plaintiff 
by petition by us answered the 23rd February, personally appearing, of the one part; 

And the Sieur de la Colonnerie, as agent of the seigniory of Sorel, belonging to the 
heirs of the late Mr. de Ramezay, defendant, also personally appearing, of the other 
part. 

Having seen the said petition, alleging that the said defendant, in his quality afore- 
said, wishes to deprive the smd plaintiff of the possession and enjoyment of two lands 
in the said seigniory of Sorel, of three arpents in fi:ont,e€u:h,by twenty arpents in depth, 
because he has no deeds of concession for the same, but only a locadcm ticket £»r each 
of them, Kadi the procis-verbaux oi sarwey, upon which lands the plaintiff has always 
worked, having cleared a portion thereof, and enjoyed the same in good Mth and 
without being disturbed ; 

Wherefore he concludes that we may be pleased to order that the said plaintiff be 
maintained in the possession and enjoyment of the said lands, conformably to his loca- 
tion tickets ; 

At the bottom of which petition is our ordinance of the said 23rd day of February 
last, ordering that communication be given to the said Sieur de la Colonnerie to be 
heard before us Saturday the 3rd day of this month ; 

Having also seen the default obtained by the plaintiff against the defendant, notice 
of which has been given to him, to be heard this day; 

Having moreover seen the location ticket, dated the 19th March 1742, given to the 
plaintiff by Mr. Denys de Ramezay, one of the said heirs, for a land of 3 arpents in 
front by 20 in depth, situate in the said seigniory of Sorel, joining the line of the 
seigniory of St. Ours, subject to a rent of 4 livres and 10 sols ; another location ticket, 
dated the 2nd February 1744, given to the plaintiff by one Antoine Dutremble, acting 
for the heirs de Ramezay, for another land of 3 arpents in front by 20 arpents in 
depth, joining the one above mendoned, subject also to b rent of 4: livres and 10 sols} 
the procis-verbaux of the boundaries of the said lands, made at the instance of the 
plaintiffby Piladeau, a sworn land-surveyor, dated the 28th Jime 1752, and a certi- 
ficate signed by Francois Pichet dit Dupr^ and Pierre Mucteil, dated the 11th Not. 
last, by which it appears that, on the said day, the said plaintiff offered to pay to the 



defendant the rents of the said two lands, which the defendant^refused to accept, alleg- 
ing that the said location tickets are null and void, while the said plaintiff maintains 
that he is considered as one of the inhabitants of Sorel, and is made to contribute to 
the building of the church thereof; 

Having heard the parties, and the defendant having admitted that he has refused to 
receive the said rents, because the said plaintiff since the grants made to him of the 
said lands, has not resided thereon, nor worked upon the same, by reason of which 
Mr. de Ramezay, one of the said heirs, has been induced to concede the same to others, 
and demandfi the dismissal of the action of the said plaintiff, who has answered that he 
has caused work to be done upon the said lands, has been considered as the proprietor 
thereof and has been made to contribute to the building q£ the church of the said 
pari^; 

And upon the whole having maturaly dehberated, and inasmuch as the said heirs 
de Ramezay have not demanded, within the delay required by law, the reunion to 
their domain of the lands in question. 

We have maintained the plaintiff in the possession of the said two lands conformably 
to the location tickets above mentioned, which will be replaced by regular deeds, at 
the expense of the plaintiff, when required to do so, and provided the said plaintiff do 
pay the cens et rentes of the said lands firom the date of the said location tickets, and 
do reside upon the same within six months froih this date ; in default whereof, and 
the said delay having elapsed, the reunion of the said lands to the domain will be pro- 
ceeded vdth, upon certificates Rimished by the rector and captain of militia of the 
place, that the said plaintiff has not availed himself of the delay granted him by this our 
ordinance, and the said plaintiff shall be in consequence deprived of his right of pro- 
perty in the said lands. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the fourteenth day of March one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-three. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 

True copy, 

(Signed) BIGOT. 



(Ord. of 1762, 1753, and 1754, No. 39, Folio 77.] 

Ordinance prohibitijig the heirs Gaillard, theneur Jeharme and others, pretending to 
proprietors of the fiefs Miramichi, Nipissiguit and Ristigouche, in the Bate des 
leursyfrom exQjctxng dues and seigniorial cens et rentes Jrom fishermen and othcr-.jaf 
inhabitants of the said places, on pain of being considered as guilty of extortion avm. ^ 
nnder a peTudty of 500 livres, payaile to the Hospitals of Quebec, 

FRAN501S Bigot, &c. 

The parties now represented by the heirs Rey Graillard having obtained three diffe- 
rent letters patent from His Majesty, dated the 16th March 1691, granting to 
the fiefs Miramichi, Nipissiguit and Ristigouche, in the Baie des ChaJeurs, in 
gulf of St. Lawrence, of thirty-nine leagues in front and varying in depth, subject 
the clearings and occupation mentioned in the said letters patent, they the said hexi^ 
Rey Gaillard have imagined that they were entitled to resume the property of the 
lands by means of the fealty and homage which they have rendered before ub 
July last, although neither they nor their predecessors have made any establishmeEi** 
upon the said lands, conformably to the requirements of the said letters patent ; kXmA 
being informed that this renewal of possession is made for the purpose of taking co^' 
fish and obtaining rents from fishermen for beaches, and not for th© purpose of makiti^ 
settlements, conformably to the said letters patent, the said heirs having sold their pr0' 
tensions to the sieur Jehanne, who enjoys them in the same manner ; and being vfX' 
formed of the intentions of His Majesty, who is willing to dispose otherwise of di^ 
said lands now re-imited to his domain, by reason of the grantees not having complied 
with the conditions contained in the said letters patent ; 

We, notwithstanding the rendering of fealty and homage as aforesaid, and imdl 
the pleasure of His Majesty in this respect be known, have annulled and rescinded tha 
rights of property and possession in the said three fiefs ; 

And we hereby prohibit the said Rey Gaillard, the said sieur Jehanne, and all others 
claiming right of property in the said fiefs, from receiving any dues, cens et rentes from. 
fishermen and others settling within the said grants, on pain of being held guilty of 
extortion and of five hundred livres fine, payable to the Hospitals of this city : — 

And this ordinance shall be read, published and posted up in this city, and copies 
thereof shall be sent to Miramichi, Nipissiguit and Ristigouche, to be there publish- 
ed, so that none may be ignorant of its contents. 

We do also hereby require the sieur Bellefeuille, our deputy at Pabo, to cause this 
ordinance to be executed and apprize us of any contravention diereto. 

Done at Quebec, the Ist September 1753. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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[Ord. of 1752, 1753 and 1754, No. 29, Folio 37.] 

Ch^dinance maintaining the sicur Jean Baptiste Dumont in the possession arid enjoyment 
of a land he h/is acquired from Louis Lozihresy the proprietor Oiereof hy virtue of a 
location ticket from the sieur Dauteuily seignior of the fief La PocatUre, upon the 
condition of his taking an authentic deed of concession at his own expense f paying 
the arrears of cens et rentes, Sfc, 

Fban^ois Bioot, &c. 

Between Jean Baptiste Dumont, an inhabitant of Sto. Anne, seigniory of La Poca- 
^^re, plaintiff by petition, answered by us the 16th February last, appearing for the 
w.^ur Lozieres, the younger, of the one part; 

And the sieur Dionne, notary, as the agent of the said seigniory, defendant, person- 
^ily appearing, of the other part >^- 

Having seen the said petition, stating that he has been in possession for upwards of 
years, of a land of four arpents in front by forty-two in depth, in the second range 
the said fief, upon which he is established ; that this land has been sold to him by 
I^ozi^res, to whom it belonged by virtue of a location ticket of the 16th July 1731, 
Sp:anted by the sieur Dauteuil, co-seignior of La Pocatiere ; that the plaintiff having 
H.pplied to the defendant to obtain a title of concession in due form, the said defendant 
^as refused to give him one ; — at bottom of which petition is our ordinance of the 16th 
E'ebruary last, ordering that communication thereof be given to the said Dionne, to 
l>e heard before us the 9th day of March following ; also the default obtained on the 
Said day by the plaintiff against the defendant, to be preceded upon, on the first day of 
"April last ; 

Our ordinance of the said first day of April, by which we have ordered, before ad- 
judicating upon the merits of the said petition, that the defendant should produce the 
ordinance of Mr. Hocquart, intendant, by him cited, and that the parties do appear 
before us this day at nine of the clock in the forenoon ; 

Seeing also the promise of concession in the following words : — " I do hereby con- 
" cede to Louis Lozidres a land of four arpents in front by forty aipents in depth in 
<< the second range, joining Francois Paradis, subject to the conditions, dues and char- 
'' ges imposed upon the inhabitants of the same range, of which conditions he shall 
** sign a deed, and give copy thereof to the seignior, at his own costs. 

" La Pocatiere, 16th July 1731. 

(Signed) DAUTEUIL," 



The sale by the said Louis Lozieres in favor of the plaintiff, of the 22nd May 1732, 
Mr. Parlier, a priest, acting for the said Lozidres, who declares he cannot sign, the 
ordinance of Mr. Hocquart above mentioned, the power of attorney given by the 
plaintiff to the said Lozidres, signed by the said Parlier, dated the 28th May last, that 
he might appear before us ; 



The parties being heard, we do hereby ordain that the plaintiff do take possesaon 
cff the land in question, in conformity with the said promise of concesedon, for which 
land the said Dionne shall be obliged to gire him a tide, in de&nh whereof this our 
ordinance will avail as a good and valid tide, provided however, the said plaintiff do 
pay to the said defendant the ceru et rentes of his land, since the 16di July 1731, date 
of the said promise of concession, at the rate paid by the inhabitants of the same 
raoge ; and in case the said plaintiff should fail to pay the said cau et retUeg and reside 
upon the said land within two months, we do hereby declare that the said plaintiff 
shall be deprived of all rights upon the said land, each party paying his own costs. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 1st June 1754. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) BIGOT. 



[Ord. of 1752, 1753 and 1754, No. 39, Folio 109.J 

Ordinance which pemdts the neur "Ldbrauche^ of Geupe, to takepoMession of the beach 
which 18 situate at the extremity of Pointe Verte^ and to enjoy the same himself y and 
not otherwise, 

Francois Bigot, &c. 

Having seen the ordinance of the 22nd October last, in matters of police regulations, 
applying to Gasp^, by which, inasmuch as the sieur Barr^, an inhabitant and fisherman, 
has taken, without any right, several fishing places already fitted up, we have ordered 
that he should select one, and that the others should be given by Mr. Bellefeuille, our 
deputy, to such fishermen as should want them ; and being informed that the said sieur 
Barr^ possesses three fishing places, one where he fishes himself, and the two others, 
which he leases to strangers who come to fish there, or to people residing in the place, 
and the said Mr. Bellefeuille not having put our ordinance in execution, 

We do hereby ordain that die said sieur Labrouche do take possession of the fishing 
ground situate at the extremity of Pointe Verte, belanging to the said Barr^, which 
said fishing ground the said Labrouche shall occupy himself and not otherwise, and 
whenever he shall cease to occupy the same Mmseli^ our deputy shall dispose of it in 
favor of fishermen who may require it. 

We do moreover command the said Baxre to comply with our ordinance, on pain of 
all costs, damages and interests. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the 10th October 1755. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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[Ordce. of 1755 to 1760, No. 40, folio 7.] 

Prdkihition adressed to Jean Barri of Pointe Verte and othersy forbidding iJiem to exact 
any seignioriaZ rights and dues from the inlwhitants of Pasbebiaky and the siivps 
coming from France. 

F11AN901S Bigot, &c. 

Prohibition is hereby made to Jean Barr^, inhabitant of Pointe Verte of the Grande 
Riviere and to all others, forbidding them to exact any seigniorial dues from the 
inhabitants of Pasbebiak, from ships coming fiom France for the fishing of cod fish ; 
this place as well as the greatest portion of Baie des Chaleurs being re-united to 
the King's domain, on pain of being sued for restitution and of being declared guilty 
of extortion ; 

And we do hereby require the Sieur Bellefeuille, our deputy, to cause these pre- 
sents to be published wherever it may be needed, and to cause the same to be ex- 
ecuted. 

Done at Quebec, the 23rd October 1755. 

Signed, BIGOT. 



[Ordce. of 1755 to 1770, No. 40, folio 19.) 

Ordinance resUiating the concession of the building lot, of Amahle Beaudryy in ike 
parish, of St. Charles de Chamblyy granted to him by the Sieur Joseph Marchatidy 
seignior of the said place y and condemning the said Sieur Marchand to 200 livres 
damages in favor of the said AmMe Beaudryy toith interest and costs. 

Francois Bigot, &;c. 

Between Amable Beaudry, of the parish of Saint Charles, in the seigniory of Cham- 
bly, blacksmith, plaintiff by petition, answered by us on the thirtieth of July last, 
appearing in person, of the one part ; 

And the Sieur Joseph Marchand, seignior of the said parish, defendant, appearing 
by his wife, of the other part ; 

Seeing the said petition which states that by deed before Duvemai, notary, on the 
2nd of August 1754, the defendant had conceded to the plaintiff an emplacement of 
sixty-one feet in front by one hundred and seventy-nine in depth, on condition of paying 
thirty liAyres di rente and building a house upon it ; that the plaintiff had built a house 
upon it which we ordered should be demolished, by reason of the contravention to 
the King's ordinance of the 6th of February 1755, which prohibits from building upon 
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less gromul than one arpent and a half in front, by thirty or forty in depth ; that the 
Sieur Marchand, who was aware of the ordinance, should not have obliged him to 
disobey it, inasmuch as no town had been erected in the parish ; 

Wherefore, he concludes that we may be pleased to allow him to summon the de- 
fendant before us, to have it ordained that, inasmuch as he has disobeyed the Ring's 
ordinance, by conceding a small piece of land and obliging the plaintiff to build a 
house upon it, the deed of concession above mentioned is null and void, and the plain- 
tiff discharged from the clauses and conditions contained in it, and frirther that the 
defendant be condemned to reimburse to the plaintiff the amount it cost him to build 
the said house, according to the report of experts, and to fifteen hundred livres of 
damages and interest, for the injury caused to the plaintiff) and the costs. 

Our ordinance of the 30th of July last being at the bottom of the said petition, or- 
dering it to be communicated to the said Sieur Marchand, that he might appear before 
us this day, the said petition and ordinance served upon the defendant by LeBnm, a 
bailifi) on the third of this month, together with the notice to appear on the said 
day. 

The defence in writing of the said Sieur Marchand, stating among other things, that 
when he conceded the said buidling lot to the plaintiff, he was not aware of the Ring's 
ordinance above mentioned, that he was the more excusable in being ignorant of it, 
inasmuch as he had nothing to do with it, the punishment being only imposed upon those 
inhabitants who established themselves upon less ground than was mentioned in the or- 
dinance, and not against the seigniors ; that the plaintiff should have been cognizant 
of the ordinance, and that it was not for the purpose of leading him into error that the 
deed obliged him to build a house, that it was merely to ^cilitate his means of gaining 
a livelihood by his trade, as he then had no place to live in. 

Wherefore, the defendant concludes that the demand of the plaintiff be declared 
unlawfiil and unfounded, and that it be dismissed with costs, consenting however that 
it should be effective as to the clause of the resiliation of the deed of concession which 
of necessity becomes null by reason of our judgment ordering the demolition of the 
house ; and that the defendant be releived for the future only from the charges, clauses 
and conditions of the said deed. 

Seeing also the above mentioned deed by which the defendant concedes to the plaintiff 
a building lot of about sixty-one feet in front by about one hundred and seventy- 
nine in depth, adjoining the ground belonging to the church of the place, on condition 
of the payment of thirty livres of rente and of building a tenantable house, and keeping 
it in good repair, so that the seigniorial dues (pens et rentes) may be easily collected ; 
and our ordinance of the 27th of July last ordering the demolition of the said house, 
and condemning the said plaintiff to a fine of one hundred livres ; 

Having heard the parties present, 

Inasmuch as there is no village or town erected vnthin the said parish of St. Charles, 
we have cancelled and do hereby cancel the grant of the building lot in question in 
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virtue of the deed of the second of August 1754, which deed shall have no effect, and 
we therefore discharge the plaintiff as to the clauses and conditions contained in ^t. 

We allow the defendant to dispose of the said emplacement as he may think proper, 
and we condenm him only to two hundred livres for damages and interest in fkvor of 
the plaintiff, and to the costs amounting to seven livres, the signification of these 
presents not included. 

Thus ordered, &c. ^ 

Done at Montreal, the 7th of August 1756. 

Signed, BIGOT. 



fOrdce. of 1755 to 1.760, No. 40, folio 31.] 

Ordinance declaring a vrind mill built in tJie seigniory of Contrecosur^ by the Sieur 
Claude Pecaudy de Contrecomr, to he a banal mUly in virtue of the ardinan/ce of 
the \^th February 1742, and 'prohibiting the Sr. Martdj proprietor oftliefief St. 
Antoine in the said seigniory, to receive at Ms mUl any wheat belonging to the 
inhabitants, either of the said seigniory or of the said fief, and even to grind that 
coming from his own domain for the siibsistence of his family and servants. 

Francois Bigot, &c. 

Between Claude , Pecaudy, Esquire, seignior of Contrecoeur, captain of infantry, 
plaintiff in a petition answered by us on the twelfth of January last appearing by ^r. 
Panet, notary o^Xheprevoste of Quebec, of the one part ; 

And the Sieur Martel, formerly one of the King's store keepers at Montreal, seignior 
of the fief St. Antoine, situate in the said seigniory of Contrecceur, as having acquired 
the same from the co-heirs of the late Widow of Jean Louis de Chapt, Esquire, Sieur 
de la Come, defendant, appearing by Mr. Dechamay, notary, his attorney, of the other 
part ; 

Seeing the said petition stating that by'an ordinance of Mr. Hocquart, heretofore 
intendant in this country, rendered on the 13th of February 1742, between the mis- 
sionaries and inhabitants of the parish and seigniory of Contrecoeur, of the one 
part ; 

And Francois Antoine Pecaudy, Esquire, seignior of Contrecceur, and father of 
the petitioner, and Dame Marie Frangoise de Contrecceur, Widow of the late Jean 
Louis de la Come, Esquire, Sieur de Chapt, of the other part ; 

And Jean Fran5ois Volai|t de Fosseneuve, seignior of pait of the said seigniory of 
GontreccBur, and the plaintiff admitted as an intervening party in the said cause, the 

h2 
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•aid plaintiff bad been autborised to build and construct a banal mill in tbd seignioff 
of Contrecoeur, witbin one year, unless the said Fosseneuve would ratber, within 
iiftieen days after the notification of the said ordinance, give security at the greffe, 
of the jurisdiction of Montreal, to build the said mill witbin a like delay ; 

That after the requisite notices the said Fosseneuve did not think proper to give 
security at the greffe at Montreal, as ordered by the said ordinance, so that in obe- 
dience to it, the plaintiff bad the mill in question built within the year and day, that by 
deed passed before Latour, Notary, on the 4tb of May 1741 the said Fran^oifr Antoine 
de Pecaudy de Contrecceur, his father, and the said Widow de la Come, doubtless not 
wishing to participate in the right oihanalUe in the said mill, had given up all their 
rights and pretensions to it in favor of the person authorised to build it, in virtue of the 
ordinance of the intendant ; that in contradiction to these titles the defendant, acting 
as aforesaid, bad thought proper, during the absence of the plaintifiT, to construct and 
build a mill upon the piece of land acquired by him, and every day ground the grain of 
the inhabitants of the seigniory of Contrecceur, and particularly that of the plaintiff's 
tenants, wherefore he concludes by the said petition, that we may be pleased to allow 
him to simmion the said Sieur Martel before us, that he be condemned to demolish the 
mill which be has unlawfully built in the said seigniory of St. Antoine, otherwise, and 
in default of his so doing, within fifteen days after the notification of our ordinance, that 
the plaintififbe authorized to demolish the said mill, at the cost and charges of the said 
defendant and that for the injury which the erection of the said mill has caused to the 
plaintiff by reason of the tolls {mmture) received by the defendant, that be be con- 
denmed to such damages and interest as we shall please to order, together with 
costs. 

CXir ordinance of the said 12tb of January last, ordering it to be communicated to 
the said Sieur Martel, that he might appear before us on Saturday the 25tb of Februai; 
last, at nine of the clock in the forenoon. 

The notice given of the said petition and ordinance, at the request of the plaintiff, 
to the defendant, by the bailiffHoulier, on the 25th of the said month of January, with 
the order to appear on the said 26th of February. 

The writ of summons given to the defendant on the 21st April last, with the decla- 
ration that the above summons was to be continued over to Saturday the 23rd of the 
said month ; 

Another writ of summons served upon the said defendant on the 20tb of this month, 
to appear the next day, Saturday; 

The written defence of the said Sieur Martel, stating that the mill built by the 
plaintiff cannot be considered as a moulin banal, according to the terms of the 71st k 
72nd articles of the Custom of Paris; that by the ordinance made by the Intendant, 
Mr^ Hocquart, between the plaintiff, Madame de la Come and the inhabitants of Con« 
treccBur, on the 13th February 1742, the said plaintiff was authorized to build, within 
one year, in the fief of Contrecceur, a banal mill, according to the terms of the same 
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'Ordinance which was a title in his favor, but that he had lost the right acqmred in virtue 
of such title, for want of compliance with the terms of the said ordinance wiUiin the time 
preacribedt which non compliance still continues, as no mill has been built, which 
can be considered as a banal mill under the terms of the said articles of the Custom, 
which decide that a wind mill cannot be considered as a banal mill, without a title or 
acknowledgement in writing, therefore the plaintiff's mill cannot be looked upon as 
such; 

That even, if the plaintiff had the right ofbarialiti, he could merely prevent people 
from hunting*on his lands, and could not proceed to demolish a mill that the defendant 
did and could build upon his own ground, for himself and for the inhabitants of his seig- 
niory, and which is not established for those of the plaintiff; 

Finally he relies upon this essential clause, that the plaintiff has no right ofbanalitif 
and that his wind mill cannot be considered as such, according to the terms of the 
71st and 72nd articles of the Custom; that the^ plaintiff cannot take advantage of the 
renunciation of his predecessors, to whoSe rights he has succeeded ; that the said re- 
nunciation cannot be of any use, as the defendant has not taken advantage of it; con- 
cluding that the action be dismissed with costs ; t 

The said paper writing served upon the plaintiff on the 21st May of the said year, 
the summons to appear served upon the defendant yesterday, together with a decla- 
ration that the simimons heretofore given would be continued over to this day, at nine 
of the clock in the morning. 

The plaintiff^s answers in writing, stating that the defendant had been careful not to 
cite the 71st and 72nd articles of the Custom, which alone would be a sufficient refu- 
tation of his pretensions, that by the 71st article, no seignior can oblige his tenants to 
go to the oven of the banal mill, imless he has a valid title ; that the plaintiff has a 
valid one which is the ordinance of Mr. Hocquart, which the defendant himself ap- 
proves by his defence, to which must be added the compliance of all the inhabitants 
of the plaintiff's seigniory who have submitted to it ; that by the renunciation of the 
defendant's predecessors to the right of banalitSf the said defendant had no right to 
build a banal mill without the consent of a seignior who has that right, persisting in 
his conclusions with costs ; 

The said paper writing signified to the defendant on the 25th day of the said month 
of May. 

Seeing also the deed passed before Latour, notary, on the 4th May 1741, by which 
Mr. de Contrecoeur, the elder, and the widow of the late Jean Louig^de la Corne, 
afler having examined the petition of the 28th March last, presented to Mr. Hocquart 
by the curate and inhabitants of the parish and seigniory of Contrecoeur, and afler 
having deliberated upon their demands, have consented that the said curate and inha- 
bitants, or such person as the said Sieur Hocquart might see fit, should be authorised 
to build a banal mill in the said seigniory of Contrecoeur, and. for that purpose the said 
Sieur de Contrecoeur and the said widow de la Come have agreed that the right they 
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'have to build a giist mill, and the right of ha7ialite belonging to them throughout the 
said seigniory, shall accrue and belong to the person who will oblige himself to build a 
grist mill in the said seigniory, and the said Sieur de Contrecceur and widow de la 
Come have abandoned and surrendered all mill rights and rights oibanaZite to the 
person who shall be authorized to build the same, upon condition of his agreeing to do 
it within a year from the day of the ordinance to be rendered ; 

The said deed signified to the Sieurs Volant de Fosseneuve and Charles Vallerand 
dit Henault, co-seigniors of the said seigniory, on the 18th day of the said month and 
year, by the bailiff Monmerqud. 

Tha ordinannce of Mr. Hocquart, dated the 13th February 1472, by which the 
plaintiff is authorized to build the mill in question within one year, unless the said 
Fosseneuve shall, within fifteen days after signification of the present ordinance, file 
his consent at the greffe of the jurisdiction of Montreal, to build the said mill within 
the same delay of a year, and imder the conditions contained both in the decree of the 
King's council of state of the 4th June 1686, and in the petition in intervention of the 
• Sieur de Contrecceur, the younger ; and in default of the said Fosseneuve filing the said 
consent within the said delay of fifteen days, after that period the said Fosseneuve shaD 
not be allowed to build the said mill, according to oiu- present ordinance, and the Sieur 
de Contrecceur shall be boimd to build it wdthin the year, as above authorised, the 
whole under pain of all costs, damages and interest in favor of those concerned ; 

The said ordinance signified to the said Sieur de Fosseneuve, on the 3rd March of 
the said year, by the bailiff Monmerque. 

Having heard the parties appearing, we have declared and do declare that the mill 
built by the plaintiff in the said seigniory of Contrecceur, in obedience to the ordinance 
of Monsieur Hocquart of the said 13th February 1742, is a banal mill; 

We therefore prohibit the Sieur Martel from receiving in his mill any wheat of the 
inhabitants, either of the seigniory of Contrecceur, or of the fief St. Antoine which be- 
longs to him, and even to grind the grain grown upon his domain, destined for the use 
of his family and servants upon the said domain, pursuant to the Custom of Paris, under 
pain of all costs, damages and interest in favor of the said plaintiff, and as to the other 
demands of the said seignior of Contrecceur, we dismiss him out of court. 

We condenm the defendant to pay the costs amounting to the sum of 14 livres and 
18 sols. 

At Quebec, the 25th May 1757. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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[Ord. from 1755 to 1760, No. 40, Folio 47.] 

' Ordinance fiodng the cens et rentes, in the toion and suburbs of Quebec^ at 5 sols, 6 
deuiers a year, for ea/ck lot of ground^ and 1 denier of cens for eadi arpervt in sic^ 
perficieSy vrithin the banlieue. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the director of the King's domain in this 
town, stating that, in execution of our judgement of the 8th pctober 1754, enjoining 
the proprietors of lots and houses acquired from His Majesty in the censive of Quebec, 
to bring all the titles, in virtue of which they possess the said lots and houses, to the 
office of the said domain, for the purpose of being registered by extracts, he has pro- 
ceded with the said registration ; that, upon examining the said titles, he has found 
that the cens et rentes of three fourths of the said lots are unknown and have to be 
settled, as the first titles are lost ; that he has discovered, by the first titles of the 
other fourth, that all the grants of lots of groimd in the said town, have been given by 
the governors and intendants, upon condition of paying every year 5 sols^ 6 denier s of 
cens et rentes to the said domain, for each lot whether large or small ; that he has also 
perceived that the grants of lands, within the said banlieue of Quebec, have been 
given upon condition of paying 1 denier ofcens et rentes for each arpent in superficies, 
and that it would be right to see to the settlement of those cens et rentes ; 

Concluding that we may be pleased to establish the rate of the said cens et rentes at 
5 sols, 6 dcniers a year for each lot of ground in the town and suburbs, and 1 denier 
for each arpent in superficies within the said banlieue, to order the recovery of twenty- 
nine years of the said cens et rentes, and settle that they be collected every ten years. 

"We ordain that all the lots of ground acquired from His Majesty's domain in the 
tovni and banlieue of Quebec, shall be charged with 5 sds, 6 deniers a year of cens et 
rentes, and 1 denier of cens for each arpent in superficies vnthin the said banlieue. 

We allow the director of the said domain to sue for the recovery of the saidce>w et 
rentes for the said twenty-nine years. 

We fiirther ordain that, from this day, payment thereof shall be exacted every ten 
years. 

And these presents shall be read and published wherever necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-seventh day of May one thousand seven hundred 
and fifry-eight. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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'have to build a grist mill, and the right o£banalite belonging to them throughout the 
said seigniory, shall accrue and belong to the person who will oblige himself to build a 
grist mill in the said seigniory, and the said Sieur de Contrecceur and widow de la 

• Come have abandoned and surrendered all mill rights and rights of banalite to the 
person who shall be authorized to build the same, upon condition of his agreeing to do 
it within a year from the day of the ordinance to be rendered ; 

The said deed signified to the Sieurs Volant de Fosseneuve and Charles VaJlerand 
dit Henault, co-seigniors of the said seigniory, on the 18th day of the said month and 
year, by the bailiff Monmerqud. 

Tha ordinannce of Mr. Hocquart, dated the 13th February 1472, by which the 
plaintiff is authorized to build the mill in question vrithin one year, unless the said 

• Fosseneuve shall, within fifteen days after signification of the present ordinance, file 
his consent at the greffe of the jurisdiction of Montreal, to build the said mill within 
the same delay of a year, and imder the conditions contained both in the decree of the 
King's council of state of the 4th June 1686, and in the petition in intervention of the 

• Sieur de Contrecceur, the younger ; and in default of the said Fosseneuve filing the said 
consent within the said delay of fifteen days, after that period the said Fosseneuve shaD 
not be allowed to build the said mill, according to our present ordinance, and the Sieur 
de Contrecceur shall be boimd to build it within the year, as above authorised, the 
whole under pain of all costs, damages and interest in favor of those concerned ; 

The said ordinance signified to the said Sieur de Fosseneuve, on the 3rd March of 
the said year, by the bailiff Monmerque. 

Having heard the parties appearing, we have declared and do declare that the mill 
built by the plaintiff in the said seigniory of Contrecceur, in obedience to the ordinance 
of Monsieur Hocquart of the said 13th February 1742, is a banal mill ; 

We therefore prohibit the Sieur Martel from receiving in his mill any wheat of the 
inhabitants, either of the seigniory of Contrecceur, or of the fief St. Antoine which be- 
longs to him, and even to grind the grain grown upon his domain, destined for the use 
of his family and servants upon the said domain, pursuant to the Custom of Paris, under 
pain of all costs, damages and interest in favor of the said plaintiff, and as to the other 
demands of the said seignior of Contrecceur, we dismiss him out of court. 

We condenm the defendant to pay the costs amounting to the sum of 14 livres and 
18 sols. 

At Quebec, the 25th May 1757. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 



246 

[Ord. from 1755 to 1760, No. 40, Folio 47.] 

Ordinance fixing the cens et rentes, iH the tomi and suburbs of Quebec^ at 5 sols, 6 
deniers a year^ far each lot of ground^ and 1 denier of cens for eadi arpervt in su^ 
perficieSj vrithin the banlieue. 

Seeing the petition presented to us by the director of the King's domain in this 
town, stating that, in execution of our judgement of the 8th pctober 1754, enjoining 
the proprietors of lots and houses acquired from His Majesty in the censive of Quebec, 
to bring all the titles, in virtue of which they possess the said lots and houses, to the 
office of the said domain, for the purpose of being registered by extracts, he has pro- 
ceded with the said registration ; that, upon examining the said titles, he has found 
that the ce?ts et rentes of three fourths of the said lots are unknown and have to be 
settled, as the first titles are lost ; that he has discovered, by the first titles of the 
other fourth, that all the grants of lots of ground in the said town, have been given by 
the governors and intendants, upon condition of paying every year 5 sols, 6 deniers of 
cens et rentes to the said domain, for each lot whether large or small ; that he has also 
perceivcti that the grants of lands, within the said banlieue of Quebec, have been 
given upon condition of paying 1 denier o£cens et rentes for each arpent in superficies, 
and that it would be right to see to the settlement of those cens et rentes ; 

Concluding that we may be pleased to establish the rate of the said cens et rentes at 
5 sols, 6 deniers a year for each lot of ground in the town and suburbs, and 1 denier 
for each arpent in superficies within the said banlieue, to order the recovery of twenty- 
nine years of the said cens et rentes, and settle that they be collected every ten years. 

We ordain that all the lots of ground acquired from His Majesty's domain in the 
tovni and banlieue of Quebec, shall be charged wdth 5 sols, 6 deniers a year of cens et 
rentes, and 1 denier ofcens for each arpent in superficies vnthin the said banlieue. 

We allow the director of the said domain to sue for the recovery of the said ceins et 
rentes for the said twenty-nine years. 

We fiirther ordain that, from this day, payment thereof shall be exacted every ten 
years. 

And these presents shall be read and published wherever necessary. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-seventh day of May one thousand seven hundred 
and fifry-eight. 

(Signed) BIGOT. 
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[Reg. Im. 8up. Coun. 1714 to 1718, D. No. 4, Folio 36. 

Jjciters patent cancdlmg all the grants made by the iieur de la Moihe CadittaCf at the 
straits of Lake Erie, and allowing the governor amd lieutenant-general to give new 
grants to those wlio have enjoyed in good faith and have conformed to the conditions 
to which they were obliged, 

Louis, B7 THE GRACE OF GoD, KINO OF FrANCE AND NavARRE, " 

To all whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

Having been informed that the sieur La Mothe Cadillac, heretofore commandant at 
the foot of Detroit, on Lake Erie, has given grants of lots and farms which have not 
been made in the usual manner, we have come to the conclusion of revoking all the 
said grants. However, as the inhabitants who have had these grants are in good faith, 
and may have complied vdth the conditions contained therein, we have come to the 
resolution of giving new grants to those who have done so. 

For these and other causes, with tl;e advice of our dear and well belove^uncle, the 
duke of Orleans, regent ; of our dear and well beloved uncle, the duke of Maine ; of 
our dear and well beloved uncle, the comit of Toulouse, and other noblemen of France, 
great and distinguished personages of our kingdom, and of our certain knowledge, 
full power and royal authority, we have revoked and do hereby revoke all the conces- 
sions of lots and lands at the straits of Lake Erie, granted by the said sieur de La- 
Mothe Cadillac; it is our will, however, that new grants be given by our governor 
and lieutenant-general of New-France and the intendant of the said country, to those 
inhabitants who have complied with the conditions to which they were obliged, to 
which grants we will give our sanction. 

We command our well beloved and faithful councillors and the members of our su- 
perior council at Quebec, to have these presents read, published and registered and 
to comply with the same, according to their tenor and effect. For such is our plea- 
sure, and that the same may be firmly established, we have had our seal affixed to these 
presents. 

Given at Paris in the month of April 1716, and in the first year of our reign. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down, by the king, <' Phelipeaux ", with signature, and alongside visa 
** Voisin *\ and sealed with the great seal with green wax and with red and white silk 
tape ; registered according to the decree of the superior council of this country on 
the first of December 1716. 

(Signed) DE MONSEIGNAT. 
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[Reg. Ins. Sup. Coun. 1715 to 1722, £. No, 6, Folio 38.] 

Ztetter of His Majesty Louis, King of France^ of the 16th of April 1719, addressed to 
the Superior Council at Quebec^ in relation to the banalite of the Mill of the seig- 
niory of Vincelotte ((Jap St* Ignace,) 

Bt order of the King. 

Our beloved and faithful, 

We have caused examination in our council of the decree of the fourth of June, 
one thousand six hundred and eighty-six, in relation to the banaUte of the mills in 
New-France, and also of the decree rendered in our superior coimcil of Quebec, on 
the seventh of March, one thousand seven himdred and eighteen, in relation to the 
\nnd-mill built by the sieur Joseph Amyptte in his seigniory of Vincelotte, whose 
right of banalite was disputed by Jean Foumier, an inhabitant of the said seigniory, 
by which decree you have suspended rendering judgment on the principal matter in 
issue until you should be informed of our intentions in relation to the banalite of wind- 
mills, and you have, however, ordered in the meantime, that the said Foumier and 
other inhabitants of the said sieur Amyotte shall carry their grain to be ground at the 
wind-mill of his seigniory of Vincelotte. 

We have also had explanation given us touching the articles of the custom of the 
prevoste and vicomte of Paris, which treats of the banalite of mills, and by the advice 
of our dear and well beloved uncle, the duke of Orleans, regent, we send you this let- 
ter to inform you that bur intention is, that you should declco^ the wind-mill belonging 
to thes aid sieur Amyotte, in the seigniory of Vincelotte, to be a banal mill, and that ne- 
vertheless you will permit the tenants of the said seigniory to have their grain gi'oimd 
elsewhere, when the said mill shall he stopped in any manner and for any cause what- 
soever. 

We recommend you also to prevent the said sieur Amyotte from molesting his vassals 
in relation to this matter, to which you shall pay particular attention, without therein 
making default ; for such is our pleasure. 

Given at Paris, the sixteenth of April, one thousand seven hundred and nineteen. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down, 

FLEURIAU. 
And sealed with the small seal. 

His Majesty's letter above written, addressed to the superior coimcil of Quebec, 
has been registered in the gr^e of the said council, by me the undersigned, clerk of 
the said council, at the request of the King's attomey-generalj according to his decree 
of this day. 

At Quebec, the second of Octo]?er, one thousand seven hundred and nineteen. 

(Signed) RIVET. 
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[Judgment and deliberation of the Superior Cguncil, part second, 1G71 to 1676, Folio 

460.] 

Deliberation of tfie Superior Council by which it appears that the miUs, whether they be 
water-mills or wind-mills, which seigniors have built, shall be considered as seignio- 
rial or bafud mills. 

Having seen the petition presented to the council, by Charles Morin, the miller of 
the mill of the seigniory of De Maure, praying that Pierre Lefebvre dit Ladouceur, 
one of the lessees of the mill of the seigniory of Dombourg, be condemned to restore 
him the flour he has taken from the said Morin ; and inasmuch as the mill of Dom- 
bourg is not a banal mill and cannot supply with flour the inhabitants thereof, the said 
Morin be allowed to grind for the said inhabitants, and that the said Ladouceur be for- 
bidden from disturbing him in that respect ; at the bottom of which petition is an or- 
dinance of the council of the 21st Jime last, ordering that communication should be 
given to the attorney-general. 

Having also heard Pierre Lafaye dit Mouture, co-lessee of the said mill of Dom- 
bourg, appearing for the said Ladouceur; seeing the conclusions taken by the said at- 
torney-general, and having upon the whole maturely deliberated :— 

The council has dismissed the demand and pretensions of the said Morin ; and ad- 
judicating upon the said conclusions, hath ordained and doth hereby ordain, that the 
mills, whether they be water mills or wind-mills, which the seigniors have built, or will 
build hereafl;er in their seigniories, shall be seigniorial or bavial mills ; and that their 
tenants, who shall be bound by their deeds of concession to this eflfect, shall carry their 
grain to such mills, and leave it there at least forty-eight hoin^, ailer which if not con- 
verted into flour, they will be allowed to take it elsewhere, without paying toll to the 
miller of the seignior ; it is moreover expressly forbidden to proprietors of mills, as 
aforesaid, to induce the tenants of another proprietor to come to their mills, under a 
penalty of one ecu, (half a crown) in favor of the seignior, and on pain of confisca- 
tion of the grain and vehicles containing the same. 

And it is ftirther ordered that copies of this regulation shall be sent by the attorney- 
general, |:o all the jurisdictions of this country, to be registered, and to be published 
and posted up in the usual manner, at the request of the king's attorneys, or fiscal attor- 
neys, so that none may be ignorant of its contents. 

(Signed) F. F. 
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tC.-»Edlct8, Decrees and Declarations, 1720 to 1736, folio 142, Vol. 3.J 

I 

l^edaration cf the King of the 2f^th March 1730, explanatory of a former declaration 
of the ^th Jtdy 1717 in retortion to tlie cem et rentes, and other debts and 
dues. 

Louis, by the Grace of God, King of I^rance and Navare* 

To all to whom these present shall come, greeting t 

By the eighth article of dur declaration of the fifth day oif July l7X7, we have abro- 
gated, in Canada, the curi'ency of the colony, the value of which was one fourth 
under that of our kingdom, and we have thereiipon ordered that all covenants, dues, 
leases and all other transactions, should be made, from the day of the reoistration of 
the said declaration in the Superior Council of Quebec, according to the currency of 
France, which cilrrency should be mentioned in deeds or notes, next after the sum 
for which the debtor should make himself liable, and that the coinage of France 
should have, in the said coldny, the same value as in our kingdom i 

And by the ninth article we have also ordered that the cens, dues, rents, and othet 
debts incurred previously to the registration of the declaration, and not made payable 
in the currency of France, should be paid in the said currency of France, and we have 
since been informed that, upon contestations which have arisen between the seignior 
df ?B6aupott and several of his inhabitants, in relation to their seigniorial rents made 
payable^in the currency called livre tournois, Mr. Begon, heretofore intendant in the 
said colony, rendered an ordinance on the 21st June 1723, declaring that in conformity 
With the said article of the said declaration, the rents made payable in the currency 
Called ta livre townois, and not made payable in the currency of France, should be paid 
with a reduction of one fourth ; that in 1727, upon another contestation w^hich arose 
between the seignior of Bellechasse arid some of his inhabitants, on the same subject 
Mr. Dupuy, the successor of Mr. Begon, rendered an ordinance, the 16th November 
of the same year, declaring that tenants should pay the arrears o£ce?is et rentes and 
other dues according to the tenor of their deeds, and that this latter ordinance, con- 
trary to the former, has induced the seignior of Beauport to apply once more to Mr. 
Pupuy, who rendered another ordinance on the 13th of January 1728, condemning 
the inhabitants of Beauport to pay their cens et rentes according to the tenor of their 
deeds without any reduction or diminution, — and making the ordinance by him pre- 
viously rendered in favor of the seignior of Bellechasse, common to the inhabitants of 
Beanport. 

This diversity of opinions has induced proprietors of seigniories and fiefs, in the said 
colony, to represent to us that justice required that we Would ordain that all cens et 
rentes, and other seigniorial dues, should be paid in full in the currency of our king- 
dom, except such as are made by express stipulations payable in the currency of the 
country, which must be, in coiifomiity with tho said ninth article of our said declaration, 
paid with a reduction of one fourth ; — 

i2 
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On the other part, the inhabitants of the said colony, who are liable for the said 
cens et rentes, have prayed us to annul the ordinances rendered by the said Sieur 
Dupuy, and consequently to order that the ninth articfi) of our said dedaradon shall be 
strictly executed, inasmuch as it expressly enacts that the cens et rentes, seigniorial 
dues and other ^ebts, incurred before the registration of the said declaration, and 
which are not made payable in the currency of France, shall be paid in the said cur- 
rency of France with a reduction of one fimrthy which is the difference between the 
currency of the country and that of France ; and being wiUing to put an end to these 
contestations, and thereupon declare our intentions,for these and other causes us there- 
unto moving, in explanation of the ninth article of our said declaration of the fifth day 
of July 1717, 9jA without reference to the ordinances of the said Sieur Begon 
and Sieur Dupuy of the 21st June 1723, 15th November 1727, and 13th January 
1728, 

We have declared and ordered, and we do hereby declare and order, under our 
hand and seal, that the cens et rentes, dues and other debts incurred before the regis- 
tration of our said ordinance of the fifth day of July 1717, and which are not made 
payable in the currency of France, or in the currency called la livre taurnois or pea ids, 
shall be paid in the said currency of France with a reduction of one fourth, which is 
the difference between the currency of this country and that of France, and such as are 
made payable in the currency of France, or in the currency called toumois ot parisa 
shall be paid in the currency of France, without any reduction. 

We do further ordain that our said declaration shall be executed according to its 
tenor and effect. 

And we do fiuther require our trusty and well beloved, the members cf our Superior 
Council of Quebec, to cause these presents to be read, published and registered, and 
the same to keep and observe according to their tenor and effect, notwithstanding what 
is contained in the said ninth article of om: said declaration of the 5th July 1717, firom 
which we have derogated and do hereby derogate, in that respect only, in order to 
remove all obstacles in relation to its execution, for such is our will. 

In testimony whereof we have caused our seal to be affixed thereto. 

Done-mi Versailles the 25th day of March of the year of our Lord 1730, and of oar 
reign the fourteenth. 

Signed, LOUIS. 

And further down : — 

By the King's command, 

PH^LIPEAUX. 
With a fiouiish^ 

Sealed with the great seaL 
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Registered, at the request of the King's attorney general, in conformity with a 
decree of the Superior Conncil of this day, by us, councillor, King's secretary, and 
registrar of the Superior Council. 

Quebec, 7tb August 1730. 



[P.— Edicts, Decrees and Declarations, 1644 to 1727, folio 15, Vol. 6] 

Decree of the King*s Council oftlie Uh June 1686, ordering all tli4 mgmors, proprie- 
tors (f Fiefs in New France j to erect banal mills in tJieir Fiefs, and in default 
of their so doing, permitting all individual& to build any sudi mills, and granting 
them the riglvt of banalite. 

His Majesty, the King, sitting in council, having been in&rmed that most of the 
seigniors who are proprietors of fiefe in New France, neglect to erect the banal mills 
necessary for the subsistence of the inhabitants of the said coimtry, and in order to 
remedy an evil so prejudicial to the welfare of the colony, has ordained, and doth hereby 
ordain, that all the seigniors who are proprietors of fiefs v^dthin the territory of New 
France, shall be bound to erect therein banal mills, within one year after the publica- 
tion of the present decree ; and after the expiration of this delay, ia default of their 
having doue so : 

His Majesty doth permit all individuals of whatever condition and rank to erect 
such mills, granting to them in that respect the right of banalite, and prohibiting 
any person to disturb them in the enjoyment thereof. 

His Majesty doth require the members of the Superior Council of Quebec to cause 
the said decree to be duly executed, and to be regbtered, published and posted up 
wherever need be. 

Done in the King's Council, in presence of His Majesty, at Versailles, the 4th June 
1686. 

Signed, COLBERT.. 



Louis, by the Grace of God, King of France andNavare. 

To our trusty and well beloved coimcillors of our Superior Council of Quebec, 
greeting : 

We do hereby require and order you, by these presents under our hand and seal,'to 
cause the decree, an abstract of which is hereunto annexed under the seal of our chan- 
cery, this day rendered in our council, in our presence, to be strictly executed accord- 
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ing to its tenor and effect, and to have the same registered, published and posted up 
wherever need be : 

Hereby ordering any one of our baiKfl&, forthwith, upon being thereunto required, to 
do that which may be necessary for the execution thereof without finther order, fax 
such is our will. 

Done at Versailles, the 4th June in the year of our Lord 1686, and of our reign the 
foiuteentb. 

Signed, LOUIS. 

And further down : — ^ 

By the King's command, 

COLBERT. 

Sealed wi^h the great seal and countersigned, &c^ 
Registered the 21st October 1686. 



Decree of the King's Council, requiring seigniors to make their tenants to reside upon their 
seigniories, and prohibiting themfrotn selling wood lands, (terres en bois debout) of 
tie- 15th March 1732[, Ins. Cons. Sup, Reg. G, Folio 20. 

EXTRACT FROM THE REPISTI&R OF T9E KJ^G*8 COUNCIL. 

The king having caused the production before him, in his council, of the decree 
rendered therein the 6.th July 1717, ordering that the inhabitants of New-France, to 
whom lands or fiefs have been granted, and who have not yet cleared any portion thereof 
as a domain, nor caused the inhabitants to settle therein, should be held to put them in a 
state of cultivation and to place settlers thereon, within a year from the] publication of 
the said decree, after the expiration of which delay, such fiefe should be re-united to 
the domain of £[ia Majesty, and that the said seigniors should also be held to concede 
to the inhabitants, demanding them, subject to the usualjseigniprial dues, fd titre de re- 
devancesy) and without exacting any sum. of money, in default whereof, the said inha- 
bitants, in case of a refusal on the part of the seigniors, after demand to that effect, are 
permitted to apply to the governor and lieutenant-general and intendant of the said 
coxmtry, to obtain concessions of such lands, subject to the dues imposed upon the lands 
already conceded, wMch dues should be paid to tbe receiver ci the domain of Jlis Ma- 
jesty, without the seigniors being allowed to claim any thing upon the lands so con- 
ceded, and another decree of the same day, 6th July 1711, ordering that the tenants of 
lands et rdture should be held to reside thereon, tenirfeu et lieu, and to put them in a 
state of cultivation within a year from the day of publication, on pain of re-union to, 
the domain of the seigniors by virtue of the ordinances of the intendjemt,. 
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And His Majesty being fnfonned that, in contravention to those two decrees^ there 
are seigniors who have reserved for themselves, in their seigniories, extensive domains, 
which they sell as wood-lands, instead of conceding them merely subject to the usual 
seigniorial dues, (d, titre de redevuTicesJ and that inhabitants who have obtained conces- 
sions of lands from the seigniors, sell such lands to others who do as much, which 
gives rise to a system of bartering contrary to the welfare of the colony, and it being 
necessary to put a stop to abuses so prejudicial. His Majesty, sitting in council, has 
ordained and doth ordain that witMn two years from the day of the publication of the 
present decree, all proprietors of seigniories not yet in a state of cultivation, shall be 
held to put them in a state of cultivation, and to locate inhabitants therein, in default 
whereof and afcer the expiration of such delay, the said seigniories shall be re-united 
to the domain of His Majesty, by virtue of the present decree, and without any other 
proceeding being required : — 

His Majesty expressly prohibiting all seigniors, or other proprietors, from selling'any 
wood-land, on pain of nullity of the deed of sale, and of restitution of the price of 
lands sold as aforesaid, which lands shall, in the same manner, be re-united by force of 
law to the domain of His Majesty, and furthermore the said two decrees of the 16th 
July 1711 shall be executed according to their tenor and effect, and the present decree 
shall be registered in the registry office of the superior council of Quebec, and shall be 
read and published wherever it will be necessary. 

Done in the King's Council, in presence of His Majesty, at Versailles, the 15th 
March 1732. 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX, 

Registered at the request of the King's attorney-general, in conformity with a de- 
cree rendered this day, by us coimciljor. King's secretary, and chief clerk of the supe- 
rior council. 

Quebec, 4th September 1732. 

(Signed) DAINE. 



(17th July 1743.— Ins. Sup. Coun. R 1, Folio 23 to 70.] 
^ Declaration of the King concerning concessions in the Colonies. 
Louis, by the grace of god, king op France and Navare, 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

Following the example of the kings, our predecessors, we have authorised the go- 
vernors and intendants of our colonies of America, not only to make, of their own «u- 
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thority, concessions of lands to such of our subjects as are desirous of making settle- 
ments therein, but also to re-unite to our domain the conceded lands which are subject 
to such J9B-union, by reason of their not having been put in a state of cultivation ; and 
they are also authorize!}* in preference to the ordinary judges, to hear and determine all 
contestations arising between grantees fconcessionnairesj or their assigns, as well in 
relation to the validity and to the execution of their concessions, as in relation to their 
position, the extent of their grants and the boundaries thereof; having been in- 
formed that there has been, until now, nothing certain either in the manner of proceed- 
ing to the re-union of concessions, or in the manner of proceeding and adjudicating 
in contestations arising between grantees or their assigns, and in the proceedings to be 
adopted to obtain redress against the ordinances rendered in the matter, by the gover- 
nors and intendants, so much so that different usages have been introduced in the se- 
veral colonies, and even frequently in one and the same colony i-^^ 

In order to put an end to this uncertainty in matters so interesting to the peace and 
tranquillity of families, we have resolved to establish by precise enactments, fixed and 
invariable rules, to be followed in all the colonies, as well in the manner of proceed- 
ing to the re-union of lands to our domain, when such re-union ought to take place, 
and to the hearing and trial of contestations arising therefrom, as in the mode of re- 
dress required by those who think they have been wronged by the judgments that may 
have been rendered : — 

For these and otheT reasons us thereunto moving, with the advice of our council, 
and of our certain knowledge, full power and royaJ authority, we have declared and 
ordained, and by these presents, under our seal, we do hereby declare and ordain, will, 
and it is our pleasure, as follows, to wit : — 

Article I. 

The governors, lieutenants-general and the intendants in our colonies, or the offi- 
cers representing them, when such are unable to act or are absent from the colony, shall 
continue jointly to concede lands ^the inhabitants who will be willing to have thein, 
to put them in a state of cultivation, and shall grant them titles under the usual terms 
and conditions. 

11. 

They shall proceed in the same manner to re-iviite to our domain the lands> 
which are subject to such re-union, at the request of our attorneys in the ordinary ju- 
risdictions within which suph lands $hall be situate. 

KI 

They shall not concede landis alteady conceded, though they are subject to be re- 
united to the domain, until such re-union has been ordered and effected, on pain of^ 
nullity of such new concessions, without prejudice nevertheless to such re-union^ 
vrhich may always be ordered against the first grantee.. 
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ir. 

The governors, lieutenants general and intendants in our colonies, or the officers 
representing them, when unable to act, or when absent from the colonies, shall con- 
tinijie to hear, to the exclusion of the judges of the ordinary trikanals, all contestations 
arising between grantees or their assigns, as well in relation to the validity and exe- 
cution of concessions, as in relation to the position, extent and boundaries of their 
grants ; and in case minors should be concerned in such contestations, the latter shall 
be communicated to our attorneys before the ordinary tribunals* that they Aay act in 
the matter as if such contestations had been brought before the said jurisdictions ; in 
the provisions of this article shall be comprised, however, contestations arising out of* 
partitions between co-heirs, which contestations shall continue to be carried on before 
the judges of such ordinary tribunalsi 

T. 

We do hereby declare null and void all and every concession which^ shall not bo 
made jointly by the goyemor and intendant, or by the officers representing them res- 
pectively, as also the reunions which shall not be ordered, and the judgments which 
shall not be rendered by them jointly, or by their representatives. We, however, 
authorize one of them, in case of the death of the other, or of his absence from the 
colony, and in case there are no officers to represent the one who shall have died or 
will be absent, to make alone concessions of land, to proceed to the reunions to our 
domain, and to render judgements in the contestations arising between grantees, after 
calling to the rendering of the said judgments, such officers of the superior council or 
of the jurisdiction^ as he may think fit to call ; and he shall be obliged to mention as 
well in the deeds of concessions as in the reunions, and in the judgments upon such 
contestations, the reasons which have compelled him to proceed in such manner, upon 
pain of the nullity of such proceedings. 

VI. 

In cases where the governors and intendants shall be of a different opinion upon the 
demands made to them of concessions of lands, we require them not to grant the 
titles of such concessions, until we have given them our orders, upon the report they 
shall make to us of their several opinions ; and in case of a division of opinion between 
them in relation to reunions to the domain, or in relation to the judgments to be ren- 
dered in contestations between ^grantees of lands, it v^rill be their duty to call to such 
proceedings the oldest officer of the superior court, or in his absence, or in case of 
any impediment, the next oldest officer on the list, the whole without prejudice to the 
casting vote of the governors in matters concerning our service, wherein it ought to 
prevail. 

VII. 

In matters wherein an examination of the places in contestations shall be ordered, or 
wherein exj^crts shall be appointed and shall make reports, the provisions contained 
in the 21st and 22nd articles of the ordinance of 1667, in that rec^pect, shall be adhered 
to, on pain of nullity. 
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The parties may appeal t>efi>re otir coimcil from the judgments rOidered by the gcf 
vemors "^and intendants, in relation to contestations between individuals, and to re' 
unions to the domain. The said appeals may be instituted by a mere declaration, and 
the petitions presented in consequence shall be delivered with the documents fyled by 
the parties in the hands of the secretary of state for the marine seryice, to be deter* 
mined by us upon the return of the sanle by such officer in our council. 

We do hereby reqtdre oilr trusty and well beloved the members of otbr superior council 
of Canada,to cause these presents to be read, published and registered, and the contents 
thereof to keep and observe, and cause to be executed, according to their tenor and 
effect, all edicts, declarations, decrees, ordinances and regulations to the contrary 
notwithstanding, to which we have derogated and we do hereby derogate ; for such 
is oiu* pleasiu-e. 

In testimony whereof we have caused our seal to be thereunto tiffixeda 

Done at Versailles, on the seventeenth day of July in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and forty-three, and of oiu* reign the twenty-eighth. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And further down: 

By the King's conmiand, 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX* 



[Reg. Fran9ais, letter G, p. 260.] 

Opinion of three eminent laicyers in the Parliament of Paris, as to tJie legality of 
certain clauses and conditions contained in seigniorial titles, duly registered at 
Quebec, ike 2Wi August 1782. 

The imdersigned counsel, who have seen the memorial submitted for their opinion 
touching the legality of various clauses contained in the patents or grants of land in 
Canada, emanating from His Majesty, and now subject to the dominion of His Bri- 
tannic Majesty, are t)f opinion that they are called upon to consider, in the first place, 
what effects the patents in question would have had imder the dominion'^of His Ma- 
jesty the King of France ; in the next place, to examine whether the transmission of 
the sovereign power to other hands has changed the principles upon which 'such deci- 
sion must be based. 

In some of these patents it is said : " On condition also of preserving and of causing 
his tenants to presence the oak timber fit for the building of His Majesty's ships." 

In more recent patents, it is said : " In case His Majesty should hereafter require 
any portion of the said land for the piu*pose of building forts thereon, batteries^ armo- 
ries, magazines or oUier public Works, he may take the same, as well as the trees 
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which may be necessary for the said public works, and fuel for the ganisons of the 
said feats, without being held to pay any indemity." 

In other patents, again, it is set forth : " His Majesty also reserves to himself the 
liberty of taking from the land so conceded the oak timber, timber for masts, and 
generally all the timber fit for use in the building and equipping of his ships, without 
being bound to pay any indemnity." 

It is manifest that these patents, by their very discrepancies, exhibit a marked 
diversity in the right of His Majesty : some are more onerous to the grantees, others 
less ; and in each case, the rule contained in the deed of concession is to be observed. 

The clause inserted in the first j^atents, obliging the grantee to preserve, and cause 
his tenants to preserve, the oak timber fit for the building of His Majesty's ships, by no 
means reserves to His Majesty a right of property in such timber — 1st. because a gran- 
tor reserves to himself no more of the thing granted than he formally expresses his 
intention to reserve. He can lay, claim to no more, and the concession is an actual trans- 
fer of title which conveys the whole property to the grantee, subject only to the con- 
ditions set forth in the deed of concession. 

2nd — Because the special declaration made by His Majesty in other patents of con- 
cession, that he would not be bound to pay any indemnity for the timber which he 
might cause to be taken for building his ships, affords proof that such declaration on the 
part of His Majesty was thought necessary, in order to secure him a power so deroga- 
tory to the common law, as that of taking the property of a subject, without paying 
him for it. Therefore, inasmuch as no declaration was made of this in tlie earlier pa- 
tents, it is not possible to pretend that the king can have a right to take all or any por- 
tion of such timber without indemnity. The king treats with his subjects in this res- 
pect, only as an infeoffing seignior and not as a sovereign. They must both be judged 
by the laws regulating contracts, laws which bind the monarch as well as his sub- 
jects ; — ^but if there could be any doubt as to the meaning of the clause, the fundamen- 
tal principle in this matter is, that thte decision must be in favor of the grantee, be- 
cause it is he who is boimd, and all laws require that we should invariably favor the 
party bound by such obligations. 

The meaning of the clause in the earlier patents is then, merely to subject the pro- 
prietors of oak timber to certain rules which are in force in France, in order to ensure 
to the king that he shall always, and in preference to all others, find in the woods be- 
longing to his subjeets such timber as he may require for building his ships, and main- 
taining his navy. 

It is in this spirit that the second article of the title concerning timber for the use of 
the Royal houses and vessels, in the ordinance of Woods and Forests, enacts, " if, 
however, any pieces should be wanted of such length and thickness as are not to be met 
with at ordinary sales, in that case the grand master, upon estimates thereof, agreed 
upon in our council and letters patent verified, may mark such trees in the least disad- 
vantageous places in our forests, and cause them to be cut down, and if he should find 

k2 
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none there, he ehall cause them to be chosen and taken in the woods of oar sab- 
jects, as well ecclesiastics as others, without distinction of rank, and on condition of 
paying the fidr value thereof which shall be estimated by skiUed persons, to be agreed 
upon between our attorney in the rangership and the parties, before the grand-master, 
who shaU name them exafficw^ in case of default or refusal." 

The woods near the sea and navigable rivers are subject to a peculiar reg^ation, 
by reason of the need which the king may have of them for the building of vessels ; 
and when any trees are marked with the stamp of the navy hammer, the owners can- 
not have those trees cut down, inasmuch as that is forbidden them on pain of forfeiture 
and of a fine of three thousand livres, by a decree of the council, dated the 23rd July 
1748. 

This is what the right of the king is reduced to in France ; it is a right of prefe- 
rence and pre-emption over his subjects, for the service of his navy, or of his royal 
houses, but a right which is exercised only on payment of the fair value, according to 
the finding of arbitrators chosen on both sides, as might be done with private indivi- 
duals : and moreover, we live imder laws so just and under sovereigns so benefident, 
that we are enabled to say, that it would be contrary, both to their wish and to their law- 
ful authority, to take the property of a subject in their names, without payment, under 
any pretext whatever of public necessity, of the service of the state, or otherwise, the 
payment of the price of what the king requires being always taken for granted, unless, 
we repeat, there be an express and positive obligation in the deed of alienation or 
concession which exempts him from so doing. 

This obligation of the king became that of the king of England, when the sovereign- 
ty of Canada passed into his hands. The natural equity which protects property has 
continued to be, under that goverment, the first title of the concessions. The treaty 
of peace, which expressly reserves the rights of each subject, has become a second 
title much to be respected. In fine, the laws of England furnish the undersigned with 
a decision in point, to which also due respect must be rendered, and which makes for 
them. * We find it in the excellent work of Mr. Blackstone, on the laws of England, 
in his introduction, section 4, in which he treats of the coimtries subject to the laws of 
England. He speaks of the colonies, and he distinguishes the colonies into national 
and conquered or ceded. The former are those founded by Englishmen, established 
by means of improvement and prior occupation, which have been, from the moment 
of their formation subject to the laws of England. " But in conquered or ceded coun- 
tries that have already laws of their own, the king may indeed alter and change those 
laws; but till he does actually change them, the ancient laws of the country remain, 
unless such as are against the laws of God, as in the case of an infidel country. Our 
American plantations are principally of this latter sort, being obtained in the last cen- 
tury, either by right of conquest or by treaties ; and therefore, the common law of 
England, as such, has no allowance or authority there, they being no part of the Mother 
Country, but distinct (though dependent) dominions. They are subject, however, to 
the control of parliament, though (like Ireland, Man, and the rest) not bound by any 
act of parliament imless particularly named." 
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According to these principles, the whole right of the King under the concessions in 
vrhich the grantees have only been bound to reserve their oak trees, wdthout its being 
expressed that no indemnity shall be due to them, is reduced to being able to take 
those Dak trees for naval purposes, on payment of their value, according to the estimate 
<rf persons skilled in like matters. Kthe government does not take them, and it becomes 
indispensably necessary to cut them down for the purpose of preventing their decay or 
for the use of the propietor, the latter must present a petition to those who are en- 
trusted with the exercise of the royal authority in this behalf, asking permission to do 
so ; such should be the clause in his contract. If the King cannot take without paying 
for it, still less can the colonial authorities arbitrarily bestow it upon any one they 
please, and they cannot do so even with respect to the timber on lands in the conces- 
sions of which the King has inserted the clause not to indemnify, for so onerous a 
clause ought to be restricted -to the precise case, and the right given by it can only 
be exercised vrith respect to timber really destined, and which shall be actually em- 
ployed for the King's ships. As to trees gi-owing on the lands of vassals, if the sei- 
gnior has expressly reserved to himself the right of property in them, there is no doubt 
that the vassals can neither cut them nor sell them, because they form no part of the 
grant. 

If the seignior has only reserved to himself a right of pre-emption, the vassals can 
sell them, on giving notice to the seignior in order that he may substitute himself in 
the place of the purchaser, if he thinks fit, as is the practice with us with respect to 
the feudal pre-emption {retrait feodal). So that this depends upon the terms of 
the contracts which have not been placed before us in the case submitted for our 
opmion. 

The patent of concession contain also the following clause : " On condition of giving 
** notice to His Majesty of mines and minerals, if any should be found in the said con- 
" cession." 

In the case submitted it is asked whether this clause is to be understood as consti 
tudng the King joint proprietor of the mines and minerals which may be foimd upon 
the property granted, or merely as shevring a desire, on the part of His Majesty, to be 
informed of their existence, in order to have it in his power to provide for the security 
of these treasures, and protect them from conquest, for the benefit of the state ; and 
whether under any circimistance the King would not owe the grantee an indemnity* 
or be held to give him a considerable share in the profits of the mines ; or whether 
the proprietor of the land is not, in virtue of his title to it, proprietor of the mines also* 
and whether companies cpuld be formed, with privilege or otherwise, who could 
dispute his right. 

The coimsel answer that this question also ought to be decided by the laws of 
France, according to what has been said above. Now by the ordinance of Charles 
the sixth of the 30th of May, 1413, which is the most ancient law we have concerning 
this matter, ** gold mines belong to the King, and to him, and not to any other, 

belongs the tenth part of all metals when purified and refined, without being bound 
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" to pay anything, but only to protect the workmen." This ordinance styles private 
parties, masters of the soil, and proprietor of the mines. 

Charles tlic tenth ordained by an edict of the 26th May, 1563, that the mortgagees 
of the domain could not pretend to any right over mines unless that right had been 
expressly mortgaged to them. Henry the fourth, by an edict of the ninth of June 
1601, registered the 31st of July, 1603, aftei having ordained by the first article that a 
tenth part in kind free and clear, and attested on oath to be so, should be paid on all 
the said mines, excepted by the second article and exempted from the duty of a tenth, 
the mines of sulphur, saltpetre, iron, ocre, petroleum, coal, slate, plaster, chalk, and 
other sorts of stones for building and for making mill-stones. 

A legislative decree of the council has ordained in its first article, that in future no 
one should be at liberty to open or work mines of pit-coal without having obtained 
the permission of the controller general of the exchequer, whether those who desired 
to work such mines were seigniors, having the superior jurisdiction, or proprietors of 
the land on which such mines were found. The eleventh article of the decree in 
question ordains, that those who will undertake the working of coal mines, in virtue 
of the permission they shall have obtained shall be obliged to indemnify the proprietors 
of the lands on which they shall open such mines, either by amicable arrangement or ac- 
cording to the estimate of experts or persons skilled in such matters, agreed upon be- 
tween the parties ; or in default thereof, appointed by the intendants and commissary 
eoooffido. Sometimes the King grants patents to individuals to open and work mines 
but generally the patents set forth that they shall be opened by agreement with the 
proprietors, and upon payment of indemnity previously made to them. 

Such is the public law of France with respect to mines, and such is the reason of the 
obligation to give notice to His Majesty of mines and minerals, not that the King may 
at once become the master of them, but that he may exercise over them, according to 
their nature, the rights arising from the laws of the kingdom. 

Lastly, it is asked, what vsdll be the effect of the following clauses contained in the 
grants made by the seigniors to their tenants — " the said tenants bind themselves to 
" cultivate and improve their lands immediately, and to reside thereon at the latest 
" within a year and a day from the date of these presents, and in case the said grantees 
" shall fail to fulfil the conditions set forth in the said contract, it shall be lawful for 
" the seignior to re-GnlGT ipso jure into the possession of the said lands, without being 
bound to pay any indemnity for the labor which the said grantee may have performed 
thereon." It is asked whether the seignior cannot, by a simple publication of notice 
at the door of the parish church afler high mass, re-enter ipso jure upon the lands 
the conditions of the grants of which have not been fulfilled, whether he is not even the 
proprietor thereof ipso facto, and whether the grantee can return to the land after- 
wards and install himself therein afresh. 

The counsel answer, that it is much more regular, and also safer in many res. 
pects, notwithstanding the ipso jure clause, to send the tenant in default a summons to 
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fulfil the conditions of his contract, serving him at the same time with a declaration 
to the effect that in case of his failing to do so by a given day, the seignior will, 
on that day, take possession of the land granted according to the terms of his contract, 
wherefore he summons him to appear, if he thinks fit, upon the premises, in order to 
be present at the said entry into possession and to see the report [2)rocd^'Verl)al) thereof 
drawn up. And in effect on the appointed day, twi) notaries repair to the spot with 
the seignior, draw up a report of the state in which the land and premises are found, 
and of the things which may be fond there belonging to the tenant, and re-establish 
the seignior in possession, without any one being able to accuse him of having em- 
bezzled or abstracted tlie eflfects of his vassal, and of having rather committed an 
invasion than performed an act of justice. If the tenant is absent, the notaries will 
draw up their instrument by default. 



Deliberated at Paris the 14th February 1767. 

Signed, 



<( 



ELIE DE BEAUMONT, 
TARGET, 



(( 



ROUCHET. 



We, the mayor and Aldermen of the city of Paris, certify to all whom it may con- 
cern that Messrs. Elie de Beaumont, Rouchet and Target, who have signed above, are 
advocates of the parliament of Paris, and that faith is to be given to their signatures, 
judicially, as well as extra-judicially. 

In vntness whereof we have signed these presents, and have caused the seal of the 
city of Paris to be affixed thereto. 

Given this twenty-fiflh day of March, one thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
seven. 



Signed, 



K 



a 



it 



BEGUON. 



LARSONNYER, 

CHARLIER, 

BIGOT. 



Sealed the said day, 



Signed, 



BOYEURD, 
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[Reg. Fran. 28th March 1774 to 28th April 1846, letter G, p. 260.J 

Erection of tlie land and seigniory of Longueuil into a barony. 

Louis, by the grace of God, King of France and Navarre, 

To all present and to come, greeting. 

Whereas it consists with our greatness and our justice to recompense those who, by 
their merit and their courage, have achieved remarkable actions ; and taking into con- 
Bideration the services which have been rendered to us by the late Charles Le Moyne, 
esquire, Sieur de Longueuil, who, in the year 1640,]Jremoved from France to Canada 
for the purpose of settling there, where he gave, on all occasions of war with the 
Iroquois, so many proofe of courage and fidelity in our service, that he was employed 
by our governors and intendants general of the said coimtry in all the military expe- 
ditions, and in all the negociations and treaties for peace, in which he always acquitted 
himself to their satisfaction; 

And, afterwards, Charles Le Moyne, esquire, his son, wishing to follow the example 
of his father, has served ever since he has been capable of bearing arms, both in 
France, in the capacity of lieutenant in the regiment of St. Lawrence, and in Canada 
since 1687, in the same capacity of lieutenant, and in that of captain of a company of 
the detachment of marines, in which service his arm was shattered, by a musket shot 
from the Lroquois, in the action which occurred at the place called Lachine ; 

And seven of his younger brothers, wishing to follow the same example, betook 
themselves to the profession of arms ; 

Jacques Le Moyne de St. Helene, by his services on several occasions, obtained a 
company in the detachment of marines, and was afterwards killed in combat against 
the English, when they besieged Quebec, being at the head of the Canadians with 
the said Charles Le Moyne, his brother, who was also wounded ; 

The Sieur Le Moyne d'Iberville, captain of a frigate, has served ^nd commanded, 
both by land in the capture of the forts which are at the extremity of Hudson's Bay, 
and in that of Fort Corlard, and by sea, in his said capacity of captain of a frigate, in 
which he is serving at present ; 

ft 

The Sieur Joseph Le Moyne de Bienville was made an ensign in the said mazine 
forces, and he was killed by the Iroquois in the assault of the place called Repentigny ; 

The Sieur Louis Le Moyne de Chateauguay, doing duty as an ensign under the Sieur 
d'Iberville, his brother, was killed at the taking of Fort Bourbon in the Hudson's ' 
Bay; 

The Sieur Paul Le Moyne de Maricour is second lieutenant of a man of war, and 
captain of a company of the detachment of marineSr^Berving as second lieutenant under 
the Sieur d'Iberville, his brother. 
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The said Charles Le Moyne, the eldest son, in order to comply with our designi^ 
for the settlement of Canada, has incurred considerable expence in placing settlers on 
the estate and seigniory of Longueuil, which contains about two leagues on the river 
St. Lawrence, by three and a half in depth, which he holds of us with jurisdiction 
(haule, moyenne et basse justice), in which he labors to establish three parishes, and 
for protection of the settlers in time of war, he has built, at his own expense, a fort 
flanked with good towers, the whole of stone masonry, with a guard-honse, several 
large detached buildings, and a very fine church, the whole decorated vdth all the 
badges of nobility, with a fine stable-yard in which there is a bam, a stable, a sheep- 
fold, a dove-cot, and other buildings, all of masonry, enclosed within the said fort, 
alongside of which there is a banal mill and a fine brewery, also of masonry, very 
useful to the colony ; and added to the whole a considerable number of servants, horses 
and equipages ; all which buildings together have cost him more than 60,000 livres, so 
that the said seigniory is at present one of the finest in the whole country, and the only 
one with fortifications, and built in such manner as to have contributed very much to 
the protection of the settlers in the neighboring seigniories ; which estate yields a 
considerable revenue, in consequence of the great clearings and immense works which 
he has caused to be performed, and which he is still carrying on, usually keeping 30 
workmen employed thereon, all which he is able to afford, at the same time that he 
is qualified to occupy a station of distinction, founded on merit and virtue. 

For which reasons we have thought that it consisted vnth our justice to bestow, not 
only upon his estate and seigniory of Longueuil a title of honor, but also upon himself, 
some mark of honorable distinction, which should descend to posterity and afford to 
his children a motive of laudable emulation, inducing them to follow his example. 

Wherefore, of our special grace, full power and royal authority, we have created, 
erected, elevated and decorated, and by these presents signed by our hand, do create, 
erect and decorate the estate and seigniory of Longueuil, situate in our country of 
Canada, with the title, name and dignity of a barony, to be enjoyed by the said Sieur 
Charles Le Moyne, his children, successors and assigns, land their descendants bom in 
lavdlil wedlock, fully and peaceably holding under us in right of our crowm by an act 
of fealty and homage and by acknowledgment and enumeration {aveu et dinonibrement)^ 
as required by the law of our kingdom, and the Custom of Paris, followed in the said 
country ; 

According to which title, name and dignity of barony, we vdll that they may caU, 
name and style themselves barons in all deeds and proceedings, as well in courts of 
justice as elsewhere; that they should enjoy the same rights of wearing and blazoning 
€5oat of arms, and the same honors, prerogatives, ranks, pre-eminence in point of war 
and at the meeting of nobles and others, as the other barons of our kingdom ; that the 
vassals, under- vassals and others holding lands in the said seigniory of Longueuil by 
noble tenure or en roture, acknowledge them for barons, and render to them their ac- 
knowledgments, enumerations and declarations, as occasion requires, by the said title ; 
which title we likevdse will shoiQd be inserted in the judgment which shall be rendered 
by the officers employed in the administration of justice to the said vassals and others 
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amenable to the juiisdiction ; the whole under the aforesaid title of baron de Longueuil, 
without, however, that the said vassals shall be held, by reason of anything contained 
in these presents, to other or greater dues or duties than those which they are charged 
with at present, and without any change or infringement upon the jurisdiction of cases 
reserved for the conusance of the royal courts. 

Therefore, we give it in command to our beloved and faithful counsellors the 
members of our sovereign council in our country of Canada, that they cause these 
presents to be registered, and what is hereby granted to be used and enjoy^jd by the 
said Sieur Charles Le Moyne, liis children, posterity and lineage, successors and as- 
signs fully, peaceably and perpetually, forbearing from and causing all disturbances 
and hindrance contrary to the same to cease ; for such is our pleasure. 

And in order that the thing may be certain and lasting for ever, we have caused 
our seal to be put to these presents. 

Given at Versailles, on the twenty-sixth day of the month of January, in the year of 
grace one thousand seven hundred, and of our reign the sixty-seventh. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And on the fold : 



By the King's command. 



PHELIPEAUX, 



And alongside : " Visa Phelipeaux, for the erection of a barony in Canada; " and 
on the back there is written : " Registered the 9th March 1700." 

(Signed) TOUFFLOT, 

With a flourish. 

The said letters patent sealed with the great seal in green wax, on crimson and green 
silk ribbons, registered in pursuance of the decree of the sovereign council of Quebec, 
to that effect rendered the 25th day of the present month, by me the undersigned coun- 
sellor, secretary to the King and chief Clerk thereof. - 

At Quebec, this twenty-eighth day of April one thousand seven hundred and one. 

(Signed) A. PEUVRET. 
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[C. Reg. Fran5ais of the 23rd Oct. 1765 to the 27th May 1766, Polio 643.] 

Ratification of a concession in favor of the sieur Longueil. — Registered in the office of 
the Registrar the 31st March 1766, at 6 of the clock P. M. 

On this day, the eighth of February, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-five, the 
king being at Marly, and being willing to confirm and ratify the concession made of a 
seigniory, the twenty-first day of April, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-four, 
by the sieurs the Marquis of Beauhamois, governor and lieutenant-general of His 
Majesty in New-France, and Hocquart, intendant in the said country, to the sieur Jo- 
seph Lemoyne, Chevalier de Longueuil, captain in the forces maintained there, of the 
extent of land which is to be found on the river St. Lawrence, at the place called the 
Cascades, from the boundary of the seigniory of Soulanges to the Pointe au Baudot, 
inclusively, making about two leagues in front by three leagues in depth, with the 
islands, islets, and shoals adjacent thereto ; — His Majesty has ratified and confirmed 
the said concession, being willing that* the sieiu' de Longueuil, his heirs or assigns, 
shall enjoy the same for ever as their own property, by right of fief and seigniory, 
with superior, mean and inferior jurisdiction, (haute, moyenne et basse jtisticej with the 
right of hunting and fishing and trading with the Indians throughout the extent of the 
said seigniory, without being required to pay for the same to His Majesty or the 
king's successors any tax or indemnity, of which, to whatever sum it might amount, 
he makes him a gift and remission, upon condition of rendering fealty and homage at 
the castle of St. Louis, at Quebec, to which the said fief will be subordinate, and of 
paying the other accustomed dues, according to the custom of Paris in force in the said 
country ; and that an appeal shall lie from the judge who shall be established there, to 
the royal court at Montreal ; on condition also, of preserving and causing to be pre- 
served by their tenants, the oak trees fit for the construction of His Majesty's ships ; 
of giving notice to His Majesty, or to the governor or intendant of the said country, of 
mines and minerals, if any be found in the said concession ; to clear it and reside upon 
it, and cause their tenants to reside upon it, in default of which it will be re-united to His 
Majesty's domain ; to leave sufiicient roadway for the use of the public; and also, to 
leave the beach free to all fishermen, with the exception of that part thereof which 
they may require for their own fishery ; and in case His Majesty should hereafter re- 
quire any part of the said land for the purpose of building Forts, Batteries, Magazines 
and other public works thereon, he shall be at liberty to take the same, as well as the 
trees which might be required for the said public works, and fuel for the garrisons of 
the said forts, without being bound to pay any indemnity for the same. It being His 
Majesty's pleasure that the said concession should be subject to the conditions 
above expressed, without any exception under the pretext that they have not been sti- 
pulated in the said concession. And in testimony of his will, he has ordered me to 
draw up the present patent, which shall be registered in the ofiice of the clerk of the 
superior council at Quebec, in order that recourse may be had thereto when required, 
and which he has been pleased to sign with his own hand, and caused to be counter- 
signed by me, his counsellor, secretary of state and of his household and treasury. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

PHELYPEAUX. 
i2 
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The present patent has been registered in the registers of the superior council of 
New-France, after hearing the attorney-general, in pursuance of the decree of this day, 
by us, the undersigned counsellor, secretary to the king, chief clerk of the council at 
Quebec, the twenty-sixth September, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-five. 

(Signed) DAINE. 

The present patent of ratification hereinbefore transcribed is a true copy taken from 
the original registered and compared by me. 

(Signed) GOLDFRAP, 

Deputy Registrar. 



[Reg. of the Int., Books 5 and 6, Folio 571.] 

Ratification in/avor of Madame de Soulange of agrarU made to the late eieur Pierre 
Jacques Marie Joibert de Soulang€j her huibaiid^ on the 12th Oetober 1702, of an 
extent of Umd situate at the Cascades, 

MADAME SOULANGE. 

On this day, the fifth of May, one thousand seven hundred and sixteen, the king 
being at Paris, and being willing to confirm and ratify in favor of the widow of the 
lase sieur de Soulange, captain in Canada, the concession made by the sieurs de Cal- 
li^re and de Beauhamois, formerly governor-general and intendant in New-France, 
the twelfth of October, one thousand seven hundred and two, in His Majesty's name, 
to the said late sieur Pierre Jacques Marie Joibert de Soulange, of an estate in the said 
country ; His Majesty, by the advice of Monsieur d*Orleans, regent, has confirmed and 
ratified the said concession, being willing that the said dame de Granville, widow of the 
said late sieur de Soulange, her heirs or assigns, shall enjoy the same forever as their 
own property, by right of fief and seigniory, superior, mean and inferior jurisdiction, with 
the right of hunting, fishing and trading with the Indians throughout the extent of the 
said concession, vrithout being held to pay to His Majesty, or to the kings his successors, 
any tax or indemnity for the same, of which, to whatever sum they ipay amount. His 
Majesty has made him a gift and remission, on condition of rendering fealty and ho- 
mage, at the castle of St. Louis at Quebec, to which it will be subordinate, and of pay- 
ing the ordinary dues ; of preserving and causing to be preserved by her tenants, the 
oak trees fit for the construction of the king's ships ; of giving notice to His Majesty, 
or to the governors and intendants of the said country, of all mines and minerals, if 
any there should be found within the said concession ; that an appeal shall lie from 
the judge who shall be appointed there, to the royal court at Montreal ; of residing 
there, and causing her tenants to reside there, in default of which it vrill be re-united 
to His Majesty's domain; of clearing the said land or causing it to be cleared imme- 
diately ; of leaving the necessary road-way for the use of the public ; of leaving the 
beaches free to all fishermen, with the exception of those parts hereof which she may 
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require for her own fitiheriee ; and in case His Majesty should hereafter require any 
part of the said estate for the purpose of building forts, batteries, magazines, or other 
pnblic works, His Majesty shall be at liberty to take the same, as well as the trees 
which may be required for the said public works, and fuel for the garrisons of the said 
forts, without being bound to pay any indemnity ; and it is His Majesty's pleasure that 
the said concession shall be subject to the conditions above set forth, without any ex- 
ception under the pretext that they were not stipulated in the said concession, and that 
the present patent be enregistered in the office of the clerk of the superior council of 
Quebec, for the purpose of being referred to as occasion may acquire. And in testi- 
mony of such his pleasure, His Majesty has commanded me to draw up the said patent, 
which he has been pleased to sign with his own hand, and to order to be countersigned 
by me, counsellor, secretary of state and of his household and treasury. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down, 

PHELIPPEAUX. 

After that there is written : 

On this day, the deed of concession granted to the late sieur Soulange, the twenty- 
third of October, one thousand seven hundred and two, and the above patent of con- 
firmation were registered in the office of the clerk of the superior council of Quebec, 
in pursuance of its decree of this day, by me, the undersigned councillor, secretary to 
the king, chief clerk of the said council at Quebec, the seventh December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and sixteen. 

(Signed) DE MONSEIGNAT, 

M. ANNE GRANVILL LE 
SOULANGE. 

BEGON. 

Nota. — The title of this conoeasion is inserted at page 334 of the first part of this 
work. 



[Reg. A.— Ins. Sup. Coun. 1663 to 1682, No. 1, Folio 84.] 

Decree which confirms the concessions made hy Monsieur the governor and Monseigneur 
the intendanty to several persons therein named,from the 12th October 1676, to the 5th 
September 1679. 

EXTRACT FROM THE REGISTFRS OP THE COUNCIL OP STATE. 

The king in his council, ha^dog taken into consideration His Majesty's letters patent 
of the twentieth of May 1676, conveying authority to the sicur comte de Frontcnac, 
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His Majesty's governor and lieutenant-general in Canada, and to the sieur Duches- 
neau, intendant of justice, police and finances in the said country, jointly, to grant con- 
cessions of lands, as well to the ancient inhabitants of the said country, as to those 
who shall newly arrive there to reside, upon condition that the concessions shall be pre- 
sented to His Majesty within one year from their date, for confirmation, and that the 
lands conceded shall be cleared and brought into a state of cultivation within six years 
from the day of their concession, on pain of nullity; the said letters registered in the 
superior council of Canada, the nineteenth October 1676. And having seen the state- 
ment of the concessions made by the sieur de Frontenac, jointly with the said sieur 
Duchesneau, from the twelfth day of October 1676 to the fifth day of September 1679, 
inclusively, of fiefs, lands, islands and rivers, to Pierre de Foybert, damoiselle de Sou- 
lange et de Marfon, Randin, de la Vallieres, de Repentigny, Berthier, damoiselle Ma- 
rie Anne Juchereu, widow of the sieur de la Combe, de Becancourt, Marie Gtiille- 
mette Robert, widow of the sieur Couillard, damoiselle Couillard, Nicholas Rousselot 
alias la Pruifier, No6l Langlois, Francois B^langer, d'Amours, Deschaufour, Crevier, 
de Vercheres, Bigarre, Remain, Becquet, de Boquinet, Jacques de Lalande, Louis Jo- 
liet, Nicholas Juchereau de St. Denis for Joseph Juchereau, his son, Andre de Chaume, 
Antoine Cadde, Charles Marquis, Jean Levrard, and the Superiors and EcclesiaBtics 
of St. Sulpice of Paris ; and His Majesty being willing to confirm the said conces- 
sions, in order to render the enjoyment thereof by the above named, their heirs and 
assigns, peaceable and perpetual, after hearing the report of the sieur Colbert, His 
Majesty's councillor in ordinary in his royal conncil, smd comptroller-general of the fi- 
nances, the king being in his council, has confirmed and does hereby confirm the con- 
cessions made to the said Foybert, Randin, de la Vallieres, de Repentigny, Berthier, 
widow la Combe, de Becancourt, widow Couillard, Genevieve Couillard, Rousselot, 
Langlois, B^langer, d'Amoms, Deschaufour, Crevier, de Vercheres, Bizarre, Becquet, 
de Boquinet, Lalande, Joliet, de St. Denis for Joseph Juchereau his son, de Chaume, 
Cadd^, Marquis, Levrard, and the Superior and Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of Pa- 
ris, by the said sieur comte de Frontenac, jointly with the said sieur Duchesneau, and 
directs that they and their heirs and assigns, shall enjoy the same in manner and form 
as set forth in the deeds of concession, and also that the said Langlois, his heirs and 
assigns, shall enjoy the house which he has caused to be built, without being liable 
to be disturbed in the possession and enjoyment thereof for any cause or reason what- 
soever, subject to the condition of clearing the lands granted to them, and bringing the 
same into good condition in six years, reckoning from the date of the said concessions, 
on pain of nullity thereof, and also subject to the payment of the dues with which 
they shall be charged. 

And it is His Majesty's will that the present decree, with the said concessions, he 
enregistered in his sovereign coimcil in New-Prance, sitting in the city of Quebec, in 
order that recourse may be had thereto as occasion may require. 

Done in the king's council of state. His Majesty being present, held at Fontaine- 
bleau, the twenty-ninth of May, one thousand six hundred and eighty. 

(Signed) COLBERT. 
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[Reg. B.— Infl. Sup. Coun. from 1679 to 1705, No. 2, Folio 18.] 

Decree of the Council of State, confirming the concessions made by the Governor and In" 
tendant to several persons therein named, from the ith January 1682, to the 17th 
Septeniber 1683, inclusive. 

The King, in his council, having taken into consideration His Majesty's letters patent 
of the twentieth of May, one thousand six hundred and seventy-six, giving power to 
the governor and lieutenant-general of llis Majesty in Canada, and the intendant of 
justice, police and finances, in the said country, jointly, to grant concessions of land, as 
well to the old inhabitants of the said coimtry, as to new settlers there, on condition 
that the concessions shall be presented to them within a year after their date, for the 
purpose of being enregistered, and that the lands conceded shall be cleared and brought 
into good condition, within six years from the date of their concession, on pain of nul- 
lity ; the said letters patent having been registered in the sovereign council of Canada, 
the nineteenth of October, one thousand six hundred and seventy-six, and the list of 
the concessions made by the sieur de la Barre, governor and lieutenant-general, and 
the sieur des Meulles, intendant of justice, police and finances in the said country, 
frx)m the fifteenth of January, one thousand six hundred and eighty-two, to the seven- 
teenth September, one thousand six hxmdred and eighty-three, inclusive, of fiefe, farms, 
islands and rivers, to Denis Derome, Anne Aubert, Guillamne Bonhomme, Pierre du 
Pre, Martel, Jean le Chasseur, the two daughters of the late Becquet, a notary, Jean 
Amiot, Charles Amiot, Ren^ Pasquier, the reverend Jesuits, Dauteuil, de Lamothe, 
de Luci^re, Laurent Philipe, Jacques Lef^vre, de Vitr^, the Ursuline Nuns of Que- 
bec, Dubuc and de Pominville, and His Majesty being willing to confirm the said con- 
cessions, in order to render the enjoyment thereof by the above named, and their heirs 
and assigns, peaceable and perpetual. His Majesty, in his coimcil, has confirmed and 
hereby confirms the concessions made to the said Derome, Aubert, Bonhonune, du Pr^, 
Martel, Le Chasseur, the two daughters of Becquet, deceased, Jean Amiot, Charles 
Amiot, Pasquier, the reverend Jesuits, Dauteuil, de Lamothe, de Luci^re, Laurent 
Philipe, Lefevre, de Vitr^, the Ursuline Nims, Dubuc and de Pominville, by the 
said sieur de la Barre, jointly with the said sieur des Meulles, and does ordain that 
they and their heirs and assigns, shall enjoy the same in manner and form as set forth 
in the deeds of concession, without being liable to be disturbed in die possession and 
enjoyment thereof for any cause or reason whatsoever, upon condition of clearing and 
bringing into good condition the lands conceded to them, within six years, reckoning 
from the date of the said concessions, on pain of nullity thereof, and subject also to 
the payment of the dues with which they shall be charged. And for the execution of 
this decree, all necessary letters shall be despatched ; and His Majesty desires that the 
present decree, together vrith the said concessions, may be enregistered in the supe- 
rior council of New-France, sitting in his city of Quebec, in order that recourse may 
be had thereto in case of need. 

Done in the king's council of state. His Majesty being present, held at Versailles, 
the fifteenth April, one thottsandi six hundred and eighty-four. 

(agned) COLBERT. 
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[Reg. B. Ins. Sup. Coun. from 1679 to 1705,No. 2,Folio 106.] 

Decree creating a Royal Court at Montreal, 

Louis, by the grace of God, King of France and Navarre, 

To all to whom these presents may come, greeting. 

The French colony established on the Island of Montreal, in New-Fronce, having 
greatly increased, as well from the care which we have taken of establishments of this 
kind for the propagation of the faith and the benefit of conunerce, as from the spiritaal 
and temporal aid which the Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, of our good 
city of Paris, have given to the French inhabitants, and to the Indians during the period 
of about 50 years, that their zeal for religion prompted them to spend there, whereby 
the proprietors of the said island were induced to make over to them the entire seig- 
niory thereof, together wdth all their rights, in order to afford them increased means 
of continuing their progress in the conversion of the Indians, and the instruction of the 
French, and for holding which we have granted them a licence of mortmain by our 
letters patent of the month of May 1677 j 

We have thought fit to establish there a royal court of justice, as we have done in 
the other colonies, and the said Ecclesiastics having entirely agreed with us, and having 
merely intreated us to be pleased to indemnify them for the loss of the emoliunents 
which they derive from the administration of justice, which form a considerable portion 
of the endowments of their seminary in the said island, and of their missions among 
the Indians ; and we being desirous of making provision for tliis, and affording them 
the means of continuing the spiritual aid which they bestow upon the inhabitants d 
both races : 

For these reasons, we, by these presents signed by our hands, have accepted and 
approved, and do accept and approve the resignation into our hands by the said Eccle- 
siastics of the jurisdiction belonging to them in the said island; and for the exercise 
thereof in fixture, we have created a royal judge from whose decisions an appeal will 
lie to the sovereign council of Quebec, an attorney for us, a clerk, four bailiffs and also 
lour attomies to act for suitors, and four royal notaries to execute deeds and contracts 
for the inhabitants. 

And in order that the Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice established in the 
said island, may not suffer any detriment from these changes, and for the purpose of 
indemnifying them for the loss of the emoluments which they derive from the exercise 
of the said jurisdiction, we have granted to them the nomination, in the first instance, 
of the royal judge, and accordingly we shall cause a commission to be made out in 
favor of Maitre Jean-Baptiste Migeon, Sieur de Branssac, advocate in our Parliament 
of Paris, whom they have named to us, so that he may enjoy the said office of our 
royal judge in like manner as others invested with similar offices, and may exercise it 
throughout the whole extent of the said island, with the exception of the enclosed prc- 
misoB of the said Ecclesiastics at Ville-Marie, and their farm of St. Gabriel, over which 
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vre have reserved to them the right of superior, mean and inferior jurisdiction, subject 
in like manner to our sovereign council of Quebec ; 

And we have granted to them, as their incommutable property for ever, the registry 
of the newly erected court, so that they may cause it to be held by competent persons, 
who shall be accepted by our royal judges on their presentation, all the necessary 
"writings being made out for that purpose ; 

And, likewise, we have released them for ever firom the obligation of paying the sa- 
laries which shall be assigned to the newly created officers, and from being responsible 
and liable in damages for their illegal decisions, and firom the expenses of criminal 
prosecutions, and fix)m fiimishing supplies for the gaols and bread for prisoners, and 
jfood for foundlings, and generally from all the charges incident to the administration 
of justice. 

And we do hereby command our beloved and faithful the members of the sovereign 
council of Quebec, and all other our officers to whom it may appertain, to cause these 
presents to be registered, and the said Ecclesiastics of the said seminary to use and 
enjoy the rights hereby conveyed folly and peaceably for ever, forbearing firom and 
putting a stop to all hindrances and disturbances in that behalf; for such is our 
pleasure. 

And in order that this may be a settled and permanent thing for ever, we have 
caused our seal to be set to these presents. 

Given at Versailles in the month of March, in the year of grace 1693, and of our 
reign the fiftieth. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And on the fold : 

In the King's name, 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 

And visa Boucherat : Letters patent for the establishment of a royal court at Mont- 
treal ; and sealed with the g^at seal in green wax, and crimson and green ribbons. 

Read, published and registered in the registry of the sovereign council, after hear- 
ing the King's attorney general, and on his requisition to that effect, to the end that it 
may be carried ^into execution in every respect, according to its form and tenor, pur- 
suant to the decree of this date. 

At Quebec, the 5th October 1693. 

(Signed) PEUVRET. 
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{Reg. C. Ins. Sup. Coun. from 1704 to 1714, No. 3, folio 74, yo.] 

Decree of tJte King directing tJuU tJie lands which have been conceded he brought into 

cultivation and occupied by inhabitants, — ^th July 1711. 

The King being informed that, among the tracts of land which His Majesty has been 
pleased to grant and concede in seigniory to his subjects in New France, there are 
some which have not been entirely settled, and others on which there are as yet no 
settlers to bring them into a state of cultivation, and on which also those to whom they 
have been conceded in seigniory have not yet commenced to make clearings for the 
purpose of establishing their domain thereon ; 

And His Majesty being also informed that there are some seigniors who refuse, imder 
various pretexts, to concede lands to settlers who apply to them with the hope of 
being able to sell the same, and at the same time impose upon the purchasers the same 
dues as are paid by the inhabitants already settled on lands, which is entirely contrary 
to His Majesty's intentions, and to the clauses and conditions of the concessions, by 
which they are merely permitted to concede lands at an annual groimd rent ; whereby 
very great detriment is done to the new settlers, who find less land open to settle- 
ment in the places best adapted to commerce ; 

For remedy whereof His Majesty, being in his council, has ordained and ordains 
that, within one year at the farthest from the day on which the present decree shall be 
published, the inhabitants of New France to whom His Majesty has granted lands in 
seigniory, who have no domain cleared and who have no settlers on their grants, shall 
be held to bring them into cultivation and to place settlers thereon, in de&ult of which 
it is His Majesty's vtdll that the said lands be reunited to his domain afrer the lapse of 
the said period, at the diligence of the attorney general of the superior council of 
Quebec, and on the orders to be given in that behalf by the governor and lieutenant 
general of His Majesty, and the intendant in the said country ; 

And His Majesty ordains also, that all the seigniors in the said country of New France 
shall concede to the settlers the lots of land which they may demand of them in their 
seigniories, at a ground rent and without exacting from them any sum of money as a 
consideration for such concessions ; otherwise, and in default of their so doing. His 
Majesty permits the said settlers to demand the said lots of land from them by a £)rmal 
summons, and in case of their refrisal, to make application to the governor and lieute- 
nant general and intendant of the said country, whom His Majesty enjoins to concede 
to the said settlers the lands demanded by them, in the said seigniories, for the same 
dues as ai*e laid upon the other conceded lands in the said seigniories, which dues shall 
be paid by the new settlers into the hands of the receiver of His Majesty's dahiain, in 
the city of Quebec, without its being in the power of the seigniors to claim from them 
any dues of any kind whatever. 

And this decree shall be registered in the registry of the superior council of Quebec, 
and read and published wherever need shall be. 

Done in the King's council of state held at Marly, His Majesty being present, the 
6thday of July 1711. 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 
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[Reg. 6, Infl. Sup. CouiLfrom 1704 to 1717, No. 3, folio 76.] 

Decree oftke King which declares against the settlers a forfeiture of the right of pro- 
perty in the lands which have been conceded to them, if they do nor bri?ig them 
into a state of cultivation by residing thereon (en y tenant feu lieu) toithin 
a year and a day from the publication of the said decree^ of the sixth of July 
1711. 

The King being informed that th^re are lands conceded to the inhabitants of New 
Prance which axe neither settled nor cleared, and on which these inhabitants content 
themselves with cutting down some trees, thinking by this means, and by means of 
the concessions thereof made to them by those to whom His Majesty has granted tracts 
of the said lands in seigniory, to secure to themselves the right of property therein, 
which prevents these lands, being conceded to other and more laborious settlers, who 
might occupy them and bring them into a state of cultivation, and which is also very 
prejudicial to the other inhabitants settled in those seigniories : — 

Because those who do not reside upon their lands nor bring them into a state of 
cultivation, do not contribute their share of labor to the public works which are ordered 
for the good of the coimtry and of the said seigniories, which is quite contrary to the 
intentions of His Majesty, who only permitted those concessions to be made with a 
view to the settlement of the country, and on condition that the lands should be 
settled and brought into a state of cultivation ; and it being necessary to remedy 
Buch an abuse : — 

His Majesty being in his council, has ordained and ordains, that in a year and a da;J^ 
at the furthest from the date of the publication of the present decree, the settlers in 
New France who do not reside upon the lands which have been conceded to them, 
ehall be held so to reside thereon ((Ty. tenir feu et lieu) and to bring them into 
a state of cultivation, in default of which, and after the lapse of the said time, it 
is His Majesty's will that on the certificates of the curates and of the captains of 
militia in the settlement, (Capitaines de la Cdte), to the effect that the said settlers 
have been a year without keeping house and home on their lands, and have not 
brought them into a state of cultivation, they shall be declared to have forfeited the 
right of property therein, and the same shall thereupon be reunited to the domains of 
the respective seigniories, in pursuance of orders to be pronounced by the Sieur 
Begon, intendant in the said coimtry of New France, whom His Majesty commands to 
see to the execution of the present decree, and to cause it to be enregistered in the 
registry of the superior council of Quebec, and published and posted up wherever 
need shall be, so that no one may be ignorant thereof. 

Done in the King's Coimcil of State, held at Marly, His Majesty being present, the 
sixth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and eleven. 

Signed, PHELIPPEAUX. 
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[Reg. D, Ins. Sup. Coun. from 1714 to 1718, No. 4, folio 67.] 

Letters Patent in the farm of an edict concerning the jurisdiction of the Island cf 
Montreal and the Cdte St, StUpice, of the month of July 11 14- 

Louis, by the Grace of God, King of France and Navare. 

To all to whom these presents may come, greeting : 

The ecclesiastics of the seminary of Saint Sulpice have represented to us that on 
their petition we pronounced a decree of our council, on the twenty-second day of the 
month of April, 1704, by which, interpreting as far as might be necessary, our edict of 
the month of March 1693, creating a royal jurisdiction in the Island of Montreal in 
New France, upon the surrender which had been made to us by the said ecclesiastics 
of the jurisdiction which belonged to them in the said island, we declared that we had 
not intended to include therein the inferior jurisdiction of the Island of Montreal whidi 
takes cognizance of questions concerning the cens et rentes, and other rents of the 
houses and lands situate within the censive of the fiefs holding under the seigniory of 
Montreal, which jurisdiction might be exercised by the bailiff and officers of the supe- 
rior jurisdiction of the precincts of the seminary of Ville-Marie, and the farm of Saint 
Gabriel reserved for the said ecclesiastics ; 

And that in consequence of their resignation of the superior jurisdiction belonging 
to them on the estate of Cote St. Sulpice, and on the Courcelles Islands attached to their 
seigniories, we ordained that they should be and remain reimited to the royal jurisdic- 
tion of the said Island of Montreal. 

And in order to indemnify the said ecclesiastics and afford them advantages whidi 
might contribute to their establishment, we granted to them the seigniorial dues on all 
mutations of lands and tenements, held of their said seigniory, conformably to the edicts 
and declarations of the twentieth of March 1673, and twentieth of February 1674, and 
other edicts and declarations in that behalf; the whole upon condition that the said 
ecclesiastics of the seminary of St. Sulpice should not have it in their power to claim 
anything from the communities of the Fi*eres Hospitaliei-s of the General Hospital of 
Montreal, of the Religieuses Hospitali^res of the Hotel-Dieu, and of the Ladies of the 
Secular Congregation of Notre-Dame, established on the said island, either by way 
of indemnity or by way of mutation fine in respect of lands and tenements possessed 
by them, as well in virtue of concessions from the said ecclesiastics of the seminary, as 
by other modes of acquisition either en fief or en roture, including all those which they 
might acquire in future ; 

That this exception which was introduced into that decree, ugon a petition pre- 
sented, vnthout the knowledge of the memorialists, by the said three communities, not 
only of the lands and tenements as well en fief bs en roture, which these tliree com- 
munities possessed in the Island of Montreal, which are very considerable, but also 
of all the property which they might acquire and possess in future, can only be pre- 
sumed to have been conceded by us to the said three communities, on the supposition 
that it was a thing agreed upon between them and the said ecclesiastics, since the 
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latter made no objection to the said petition, which being found annexed to that of the 
memorialists, it seemed as if it could not have been concealed from them ; 

But that in truth it had never been communicated to them, nor had they known of 
it previous to the promulgation of the said decree ; that if they had foreseen this they 
would not have failed to have opposed it, as they now beg of us to allow them to do, 
if necessary, inasmuch as it is clear that the greatest favor which those commimities 
were entitled to ask, and which they had on several occasions asked from the said 
ecclesiastics, had always been a remission of the indemnity due in respect of the lands 
which they possessed at tlie time, vdthout their having ever thought of asking for a 
remission of the indemnity, or of other seigniorial dues in respect of lands which they 
might take or acquire in future, as some of these communitities have since declared . 
th^-t such a purely gratuitous, vague and indefinite remission being unprecedented, the 
memorialists beg of us to modify it, although the said remission is authorized by 
the said decree, of which they had no knowledge until long after its date, and 
which has not yet been put into execution, because the copies thereof having been 
sent to New France direct, without having passed through their hands, were lost with 
the vessels earring them ; 

That the said decree, by which we intended to favor them, would be more pre- 
judicial than advantageous to them if allowed to subsist, because it does not con- 
firm the licence of mortmain which we were pleased to grant them by our letters 
patent of the month of May, 1674, in respect of the donation made to them of the said 
Island of Montreal, of the said estate now called Cote St. Sulpice, and of the Courcelles 
Islands and their dependencies which they enjoy, free from any obligation in future to 
pay any fine or other duty, by reason of the said mutations and conversion into mort- 
main, (avtortissemenf) nor to appoint a substitute and replace him from time to time 
(donner homme viva?it et mourant) as set forth in the said letters patent ; 

* 

That they expected from our goodness that we would be pleased to release them 
from this obligation, and to grant to them the confirmation of the Ifcence of mortmain 
which we gave them gratuitously by our letters patent of 1677, and which they have 
reason to expect now, even by right of purchase, {d titre onereux) as well in conside- 
ration of the immense expenditure which they and their predecessors have incurred 
for the establishment, improvement and preservation of the said Island of Montreal, 
C6te St. Sulpice, the Courcelles Islands and their dependencies as by way of indem- 
nity for the loss of the superior, mean and inferior jurisdiction of the C6te St. Sulpice, 
the Courcelles Islands and their dependencies, which they have made over to us, and of 
the mean juij^sdiction of the said C6te St. Sulpice and the said Courcelles Islands and 
their dependencies, which they offer to make over to us, and also for a mill and all the 
adjacent ground belonging to them on the hill at Ville-Marie, taken for the fortifica- 
tions of the said city, and for the remission of considerable sums due to them by way 
of indemnity, by the three communities mentioned in the said petition, if His Majesty 
should think fit that such remission should be granted to them for the past 9nly, as 
the memorialists consent it should, provided the said licence of mortmain be con- 
firmed •; 
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And as it is important for them that all these requests and those which have already 
been granted to them by our said decree of the 22nd of April, should be determined 
upon by the same letters patent, they beseech us to be pleased, in interpretation, so 
far as may be necessary, of our edict of the month of May 1693, creating a royal juris 
diction in the Island of Montreal, to declare that we did not intend to include ther©n 
the inferior jurisdiction of the said island, which should be and remain reserved to 
them ; which inferior jurisdiction may be exercised by the bailiff and officers of the 
superior jurisdiction of the precincts of the seminary of Ville-Marie, and farm of St* 
Gabriel, reserved to them by the said edict, or such other officers as they may think 
proper to appoint for that purpose, to whom they beg of us to grant power to decide 
all the contestations, which may arise on the subject of the recovery of ce?is et rentes, 
ground-rents, lods et ventes, quint and relief, and all other seigniorial dues which 
may be claimed by the said ecclesiastics, whatever may be the sum to which the same 
may amount ; 

That in consequence of the surrender which they made to us of the Cote St. Sulpice, 
Courcelles Islands and dependencies, which we havejaccepted by decree of our council 
of the twenty-second of April, one thousand seven hundred and four, and which they 
renew, as well as of the inferior jurisdiction of the said Cote St. Sulpice, Courcelles 
Islands and dependencies, which they offer to us at present, they besought us to grant 
to the officers who shall exercise the inferior jurisdiction which they reserve to them- 
selves, in the said Cote St. Sulpice, Courcelles Islands and dependencies, power to 
decide also all the contestations which may arise on the subject of the recovery of the 
cens et rentes, ground rents, lods et ventes, quint and relief, and all the seigniorial 
dues and duties which shall be claimed by the said ecclesiastics by reason of the said 
Cote St. Sulpice, Courcelles Islands and their dependencies, and to release them from 
the obligations to remit the indemnities and other seigniorial dues which are or shall 
be payable by the Frdres Hcspitaliers, the Religieuses Hospitalieres of H6tel-Dieu and 
the Ladies of the Secular Congregation of Montreal, pr that, if we wished to confer 
a favor on these three communities, we would be pleased to declare that the said gra- 
tuitous remission should take place only with respect to the indemnity due for the 
lands and tenements which were possessed by the said three communities, at the time 
when the same was asked for in their name, and not with respect to the indemnity and 
other seigniorial dues, for lands and tenements, which they have acquired since, or may 
take or acquire in fixture, by any title whatsoever, for which they shall be held to 
pay the indemnity in full, and the other accustomed seigniorial dues and duties ; 

And lastly, that as will in consideration of the great expenditure which the said 
ecclesiastics and their predecessors have incmTed down to his time for the establishment, 
improvement and keeping up of the Island of Montreal, the Cdte St. Sulpice, the Cour- 
celles Islands and their dependencies, as in exchange for and by way of indemnity for 
the loss of the jurisdictions over the said localities surrendered by them, their mill at 
Ville-Marie, taken for the fortifications, and the considerable sums due to them for 
indenmity by the three communities above named, if we should think fit that the same 
should be remitted to them for the past only, we should grant to them by right of 
purchase {d titre anereux) the confirmation of the licence of mortmain of the said Xsland 
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of Montreal, Cote St. Sulpice, Courcelles Islands and their dependencies, which licence 
of mortmain we have already granted to them gratuitously by our letters patent of the 
month of May 1677, and to grant to them the seigniorial dues payable in respect of 
all the mutations of property situate within the limits of the said places, to receive the 
said dues for their own use forever, conformably to the edicts and declarations of the 
twentieth of March J673, and twentieth of Febmary 1674, and to other edicts and 
declarations in that behalf, without being at any time hereafter liable to pay any tax 
or duty to us or the Kings our successors, on account of our fines on mutations or con- 
versions into mortmain, or to appoint £t substitute and replace him from time to time 
(donner homnie vivant et mouranf) ; the whole notwithstanding all edicts and decla- 
rations, decrees and other things to the contrary ; 

For these and other consideration Us thereunto moving, we have by these presents, 
signed by our hand, said and declared and do hereby say and declare, that we did not 
intend our Edict of the month of March 1693, to extend to the inferior jurisdiction of 
the Island of Montreal, which it is our pleasure should be and remain reserved 
throughout the whole extent of the said Island, to the said Ecclesiastics of the Semi- 
nary of St. Sulpice, who may cause it to be exercised by such officers as they may 
think proper, even by the bailiff and other officers of the superior jurisdiction of the 
precincts of the Seminary of Ville-Marie and farm of St. GabrieU reserved to them, 
in the said Island, by the said Edict, to which officers we give and grant power to 
take cognizance, in the first instance, of all the contestations which may arise out of 
claims for the recovery or acknowledgment of the ceTis et rentes, ground rents, lods et 
ventes, quints, reliefs, and all other seigniorial and feudal dues and duties, whatever 
may be the sum to which the same may amount, made by the said Ecclesiastics on ac- 
count of their estate, fief and seigniory of Montreal and their dependencies, on condi- 
tion that all appeals fi:om the said jurisdiction shall be directly to our judges in the said 
Island of Montreal ; and by these presents we have re-united and do re-unite to the 
royal jurisdiction of the said Island of Montreal, the superior and mean jurisdiction of 
the said Cote St. Sulpice and Courcelles Islands and their dependencies, belonging to 
the said Ecclesiastics, it being our pleasure that they should enjoy only the inferior 
jurisdiction of the said C6te St. Sulpice and Courcelles Islands and their dependen- 
cies, with power to them to establish judges there to exercise it, to whom we give and 
grant power to take cognizance in like manner, of all contestations which may arise 
in suits for the recovery or acknowledgment ofcens et renteSf groimd rents, hds et ventes, 
quints and reliefe, and all other seigniorial and feudal dues and duties, whatever may 
be the sum to which they may amount, which may be claimed by the said Ecclesiastics, 
on account of their estate, fief and seigniory of Cote St. Sulpice and the Courcelles 
Islands and their dependencies aforesaid, on condition that all appeals from the said ju- 
risdiction shall lie in like manner to the judges of the Island of Montreal ; 

And we have also granted and do grant to the said Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of 
St. Sulpice, the seigniorial dues owing by all the inhabitants of lands and tenements 
in their said seigniory of the said Island of Montreal, Cote St. Sulpice, Courcelles 
Islands and their dependencies, on condition, however, that it shall not be in their 
powar to demand any thing from the communities of the Frdres Hoi^iitaliers of the 
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General Hospital of the Island of Montreal, from the Religieuses Hospitalieres of tho 
Hdtel-Dieu, or from the Ladies of the Secular Congregation of Notre-Dame, estab- 
lished in the same island, for indemnity of mutation fines, in respect of the lands an^ 
tenements heretofore possessed by them, as well by virtue of concessions from the said 
Ecclesiastics of the Seminary, as by other modes of acquisition, either in fief or en 
rdture^ it being our pleasure that the said Ecclesiastics should enjoy the dues payable 
on all mutations of lands, seigniories and other real estate in their said seigniory of the 
Island of Montreal, Cote St. Sulpice, the Coucelles Islands and their dependencies, 
conformably to the terms of our Edicts and declarations of the twentieth of March 
1673, and the twentieth of February 1674, and other Edicts and declarations in that 
behalf; 

And we have moreover, by these presents, confirmed, as by right of purch^e (a litre 
onereuxj, in consideration of the dues which would accrue to the said Ecclesiastics, 
by way of indemnity for what they have sunendered to us in the seigniory of 
Montreal and Cdte St. Sulpice, and for other considerations hereinbefore explained, 
the license of mortmain which we granted to them by our letters patent ot the montli 
of May 1677, for the said Island of Montreal, the estate at present called Cote St. 
Sulpice, and the Courcelles Islands and their dependencies, which then belonged to 
them, without their being liable at any time to pay to us, or to the kings our succes- 
sors, any fine or indemnity, or other dues whatsoevtr, on account of the said mutation 
or conversion into mortmain, or to name a substitute and rej^lace him from time to 
time. 

And we do hereby command our beloved and faithful the members of our superior 
council at Quebec, to cause these presents to be eniegistered, published and executed 
according to their tenor and effect, notwithstanding all Edicts, declarations and orders 
to the contrary, which we have derogated from and hereby do derogate from ; and in 
order that this may be a settled and permanent thing for ever, we have caused our seal 
to be set to these presents. 

Given at Marly, in the month of July, in the year of grace one thousand seven hun- 
dred and fourteen, and of our reign the seventy-second. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down, in the King's nane, 

(Signed) PHELIPPEAUX. 

(With a flourish.) 

And on one side, visa, Voisin, and sealed with the great seal in green wax, on red 
and green ribbons. 

The letters patent above transcribed, have been registered in the registry of 
the superior council of Quebec, in pursuance of the decree of this day, by me, the un- 
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dersigned counsellor to the king, registrar in chief of the said council, at Quebec, the 
twentieth of September, one thousand seven hundred and seventeen. 

(Signed) DE MONSEIGNAT. 



[Ord. of 1732, No. 20, Folio IIO.J 

Ordinance reuniting the lands of the individuals therein namedf to the domain of tlie 
Sieur Boucher de NivervUle, i?i virtue of the ordinance of the 24fth July 1730, 
which hinds them to reside upon the said lands (tenir feu et lieu), and in order to pre- 
vent frauds^ forbids them^ as well as others^ to sell, assign or exchange their lands. 
Dated tJie 27th July 1732. 

GiLLES HOCQUART, &C. 

Considering our ordinance of the 24th July 1730, made at the request of the Sieur 
Jean-Baptiste Boucher de Niverville, esquire, seignior of Chambly, by which we did 
ordain that all the inhabitants therein named, should keep house and home (tiendront 
feu et lieu) on their lands, and should be held to make clearings thereon {yfaire du 
desert) within eight months at furthest, reckoning from the date of our said ordinance 
to the 1st April 1731, inclusive, after the lapse of which period, and upon the certifi- 
cates of the said curate and captain of militia of the locality, to the effect that they have 
not kept house and home, nor made clearings on their said lands, we should proceed 
to reunite the said lands to the domain of the said Sieur de Niverville, and by which 
we did also prohibit the said inhabitants and all others from assigning, exchanging or 
selling their lands without having given notice thereof to their seignior for the purpose 
of having the said assignments, exchanges or sales ratified by him, in order to prevent 
frauds ; the said ordinance published on three consecutive simdays, begining with the 
30th July in the said year, by one Laloire and one Lavallee, officers of militia. 

Seeing also the petition presented to us by the said Sieur de Niverville, setting forth 
that, since the granting of the said delay by our foregoing ordinance, which delay 
expired more than a year ago, the said inhabitants therein named, have not set about 
keeping house and home on their said lands, and praying that we would be pleased to 
pronounce the re-union thereof to his domain, according to the certificates of the curate 
and captain of milita of the said seigniory, attached to the said petition ; and praying 
that, conformably to the decree of the King's council of state of the 6th July 1711, in 
order that the petitioner may dispose of or deal with the same, as he may think fit, and 
that we would moreover condemn the said inhabitants to pay to the said petitioner the 
cens et rentes which they owe him for the whole of the period of their possession. 

And seeing the said statement certified by the missionary and captain of Chambly, the 
12th of the present month, by which it appears that, since the publication of our fore- 
going ordinance, the said inhabitants therein named have not kept house and home, nor 
performed any works on their lands, to wit ; 
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Marien Lebaidt, for 3 arpents in front by 30 in depth; L^Epine, for a lot (^ similar 
extent ; Nicholas Favereau, for 3i arpents by 30 in depth ; Michel Charbonneau, also 
for 3i arpents by 30 in depth; Andre Languedoc, Joseph Labrie, Etienne Petit, An- 
toipe Roy, PieiTe Marie, Jean Archambault, Joseph Larion, Jean Milet, Andre Ar- 
chambanlt, Francois Chretien, PieiTe Groux, Francois Serat TEspagnol, Pierre Avare, 
Jean-Baptiste Cousineau, Ignace Martin, each for 3 arpents in front by 30 in depth 
Rene fLafleur, for 3 arpents by 40 in depth; the widow Latulipe, for 4 arpents in 
front by 40 in depth ; Louis Languedoc, Antoine Languedoc, Fran9ois Languedoc, 
each for a lot of 3 arpents in front by 30 in depth; Jean-Baptiste Cousineau, for two 
lots of 3 arpents by 30 in depth ; Francois Voyer alias Labrie, for 3 arpents by 30 in 
depth ; Pierre Groux, for two lots of 3 arpents by 30 in depth ; Francois Serat, also 
for two lots of 3 arpents in front by 30 in depth ; Antoine Larion, for 3 arpents by the 
same depth ; Rene Larion, for 3 arpents by 30 in depth ; Louis and Andre Archam- 
bault, each for 3 arpents by 30 in depth. 

And having taken the whole into consideration, we, in virtue of the power given to 
us by His Majesty, and in execution of the said decree of the council of state of the 6th 
July 1711, have declared all the said individuals hereinabove named to have wholly 
and entirely forfeited all right of property in the said lands conceded to them by the 
Sieur de Niverville, and situate in the said seigniory of Chambly, in consequence of 
their having failed to keep house and home thereon, and to perform any \vork thereon 
within the periods prescribed, as well by the said decree of the council of state, as by 
our said ordinance of the 24th July 1730, and we have reunited the same to the 
domain of the said Sieur de Niverville. 

And the said ordinance shall be read and published in the usual manner, so that 
none of those who are therein named, may be ignorant thereof 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Montreal, the twenty-seventh day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-two. 

(Signed) HCKIdUART. 



[Ord. of 1722, No. 8, Folio 25.] 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of Grande-Anse from laying fisheries to catdt 
herring and salmon in front of the fief St, Denis y inasmuch as the proprietors 
are about establishing a fishery to catch porpoise ^ on pain of all damages against 
the cont?'avening parties. 

Michel Beoon, &c 

ff 

It having been represented to us by Dame Th^r^se Lalande, wife of the Sieur Au- 
bert, counsellor in the superior council in this city, acting as well for herself as for the 
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proprietors of the fief St. Denis, that several inhabitants of Grand Bay, and other 
places, have taken upon themselves, for several years past, to set up herring and salmon 
fisheries in front of ^e said fief, and that, being on the point of establishing a porpoise 
fishery at the same place, in conjunction with Charles Gagnon and Pierre Fran9ois, 
inhabitants of Beaupre, they could not succeed, if the said inhabitants should continue 
to set up their fiseries, as they have done in times past ; and it being her interest to 
prevent this, she has prayed us to be pleased to prohibit all persons fi'om setting up 
fisheries upon the said fief St. Denis, or to disturb the said Gagnon and Francois in the 
establishment which they are about to make of a porpoise fishery ; 

In consideration whereof, we hereby prohibit the said inhabitants of Grand Bay, and 
all others, from setting up in future herring or salmon fisheries in frpnt of the fief St. 
Denis, and from troubling the said Charles Gagnon and Piere Frangois in the estab- 
lishment whch they are about to make of a porpoise fishery in the said place, on pain 
of all costs and damages against those who may offend in the premises. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, on the twenty-fourth day of March one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-two. 

(Signed) BEGON. 



fOrd. of 1743, No. 31, Folio 121.] 

Ordiimnce which c(mdemns dame vndow Pommerean to jtay to the tieur de Lafontaine, in 

his qualities, the sum of 1808 livres, 13 sols and 9 deniers,Jar half of the rents due 

hy her for the Islands of Mingan, which she occupies, provided the sieurs Lalande 

and Jolliet give her a coTwession of the isles, islanda and beaches (battures) in 

front of her concession on the mairdand, 

Charles marquis de Beauharnois, &c. 

GiLLES HaCQUART, &C. 

Between demoiselle Frangoise Boucher de Boucherville, widow of the sieur Pom- 
mereau, proprietor of the post called Great Mecatina, appelant from the seizure made 
of her moveables, the thirty-first of October and fourth of November last, of the one 
part; 

And the sieur Jacques de Lafontaine, counsellor in the superior council of Quebec, 
and demoiselle Charlotte Bissot, his wife, in the name and as donee of the sieur Jac- 
ques Lalande Gayan, captain of the ships of His Catholic Majesty, owner of half the 
Mingan islands, the said sieur Lafontaine in the said name, also as attorney of dame 
Louise de Grignon, widow of the late sieur Pierre Lalanne, baron of Castelnau, and of 
the sieur Charles Jolliet, the sieur Fleury de Lagorgendiere, agent of the India Com- 
pany, in the name of^ and as having married demoiselle Claire Jolliet, the sieur Vo- 

n2 
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lant d'HautebouTg, in the name of and as having married the widow of the Biear Jean 
Jolliet, the sienr Jean Tach^, stipulating for the latter in virtue of his power of attor- 
ney from demoiselle Volant, as attorney of her husband, all heirs in part of the late 
sieur Jolliet, respondents, of the other part : 

Having seen the proces-verhal of seizure of the moveables of the said appellant 
made at the request of the said respondents, on the thirty-first of October last, by 
Courtin and Thibault, baili£&, at foot of which is the answer of the said appellant, that 
she is ready to pay the rent specified in our order of the fourth of October last, which 
she has never refused to do, provided the said respondents give her a good and valid 
discharge, and a deed of concession of the isles and islets which are in front of her con- 
cession on the mainland, and of which she has need for the success of her local fishery, 
with aj)rote8t for all costs, damages and interest incurred and to be inciured ; 

AiioiheT proces-verhal of continuation of seizure of the moveables of the said ap- 
pellant, at the same request and by the same bailiffs, the fourth of November last, 
an acknowledgment by the sieur Foucault, counselloi in the superior council aforesaid, 
dated the fourth of November last, by which he acknowledges that the said appellant 
has intrusted to him the sum of three thousand six himdred and seventeen livret seven, 
sols and six deniersy together with seventy-five seal skins, by way of depont in lus 
hands, to be delivered to the heirs Jolliet and Lalande, (respondents) according as he 
may be commanded by us, the said acknowledgment served upon the said sieur La- 
fontaine in his said capacities, by Clesse, a bailiff, on the fifth of the said month of No- 
vember. 

Having seen a written pleading of the said appellant, in which she prays that the 
seizure and taking in execution of her moveables may be declared null, unjust, tordoos 
and illegal, and in consequence that the said sieur Lafon taine, one of the respondents, 
may be condemned to pay her two thousand livres, or such other sum as we may be 
pleased to assess, by way of damages, together vdth all costs, wherefore she consti- 
tutes herself an incidental plaintiff, saving to herself the right of adopting such other 
conclusions as she may be advised, and reserving all her rights, claims, actions and 
pretensions ; the said wrritten pleading served upon the said sieur Lafontaine, in his 
said capacities, by Clesse, a bailiff, the fifth of November last ; 

The answer forthwith made by the said sieur Lafontaine, in which it is said, among 
other things, that the deposit which the said appellant has made in the hands of the 
said sieur Foucault not having been ordered by any superior authority, nor by any 
competent party, he, the said sieur Lafontaine, will not mind it ; that she is free to 
deposit her own money in the hands of whomsoever she thinks fit, but not that which 
ought to accrue to him as one half of the rent ordered by us to be paid ; 

A petition presented to us by the said vsridow Pommereau, praying, for the reasons 
therein contained, that we would be pleased to admit her as an appellant from the sei- 
zure and taking in execution of her moveables, and from all that preceded and follow- 
ed it, maintain her appeal, declare the deposit made in the hands of the sieur Fou- 
cault, of the sum of three thousand six hundred and seventeen Uvres, seven sols and 
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«x deniers, and of the seventy-five seal skins, good and valid ; that in consequence he 
shall deliver the same to v^homsoever the court shall direct, and that the order to bo 
given in this matter may avail as a deed of concession to the said appellant, of all the 
isles, islets and shoals vvrhich may be found to belong to the heirs Jolliet and Lalande, 
in front of the grant of the said appellant on the mainland, and that, pronouncing on 
the seizure and execution taken out against the said appellant, by the sieur Lafontaine 
tthd the heirs Jolliet, we may declare it unjust, tortious and illegal, and condemn them 
in damages to the amount of two thousand livres, with all the costs j 

Our order of the eighth November last, following the said petition, to the effect that 
she is admitted as an appellant, and permitted to summon the opposite parties to come 
before us on the then next Tuesday, at three o'clock in tlie afternoon; service of the 
said petition and order, made at the request of the said appellant on the said respon- 
dents, by Clesse, a bailiff, on the ninth of the said month of November, with summons 
to appear before us on the said day, Tuesday, the twelfth of the same month. 

Having seen the v/ritten answer of the said sieur Lafontaine, in the capacities 
in which he acts, served on the said appellant, the eleventh of the said month, by 
which the said sieur Lafontaine prays that we may be pleased to declare the deposit 
made in the hands of the said s:eur Foucault null and void, in consequence of not 
having been authorized, and the conservative seizures made and commenced of thfe 
goods and chattels of the said appellant good and valid, for want of her having com- 
plied with the said order for the rendering of an account of the sale in question, which 
she furnished afterwai'ds, to condemn the said appellant to pay to the heirs Jolliet, as 
well as to the said sieur Lafontaine, as donee of the sieur Lalande, the sum of five thou- 
sand and ninety-six livres and sixteen sols, in money or receipts, in which sum she ac- 
knowledges herself to stand indebted towards the said sieur Lafontaine, in the said ca- 
pacities, giving, if we should deem it necessary, security for the half of the said sum 
, accruing to him, in case his titles should not appear to us sufiicient ; to grant him a 
certificate of his consent on behalf of the ssdd sieur Lalande, and those for whom he 
is attorney, that the order to be given in this matter should avail as a deed of conces- 
sion to the said widow Pommereau, of all the islands she may require which are oppo- 
site her own, according to our order, to which moreover he offers to conform himself; 
to dismiss the said appellant's unfoimded demand for damages, and to condemn her in 
all the costs ; 

The written replication of the said appellant, not served, bearing date the twelfth of 
the said month of November, by which she persists in the conclusions which she took 
in her petition of the eighth of the said month of November ; 

Our order of the said day in the said month of November, by which we directed that 
this cEise should be taken in consideration before the intendant that day week, for 
which purpose the parties should be held to deliver to him the papers they intend to make 
use of, as well as the titles on which they found their claims, in order that having seen 
and examined these, we may pronounce between the parties as to justice may apper- 
tain, reserving the question of costs. 
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Having seen also the power of attorney on stamped paper dated the twenty-third 
of March one thousand seven hundred and forty, passed before Desloris, a notary, m 
the parish of Castelnau in the see of Saint Severus, by Dame Louise de Grignon, 
Widow of the Sieur Pierre de Lalanne, baron of Castebiau, authorising the possesion 
and enjoyment of the Mingan Islands belonging to the said Lady, the said power of 
attorney authenticated by the Sieur Jean Marie Plantier, royal judge of Monfort, on 
the same twenty-third day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty, and served 
upon the said appellant the said thirty-first day of October last ; 

Together with the letter written by the said Lady de Castelnau, to the wife of the 1 
said Sieur Lafontaine, the tenth of May one thousand seven hundred and forty-oner 
the power of attorney in the Spanish language containing a donation of the usufruct of 
the islands called Mingan, by the said Sienr Jacques Lalande de Gayon in favor of 
Dame Charlotte Bissot and the said Sieur Lafontaine, her husband, to be enjoyed by 
them ad interim, and until the said Sieur Lalande should otherwise dispose thereof 
by sale or donation, which he reserves to himself the right of doing whenever he may 
think proper ; 

The said donation being on stamped paper, dated' the eighth of April one thousand 
seveii himdred and forty, passed before Pierre Lopes de Santiago, public notary and 
principal of the department of Serrol in Spain, and translated into french ; this dona- 
tion being also authenticated on the seventeenth of the said month of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and forty, by Joseph Prado y Andras and Vano Antonio Le- 
panto, public and royal notaries, residing in the Kingdom of Gallicia and Diocese of 
Monddnedo, in the jurisdiction of the city of Ventanjos ; 

The french copy of the said donation served at the request of the said Sieur La- 
fontaine, in his said capacities, upon the said appellant the thirty-first of October 
last ; 

Our order made between the said parties the fourth of October last, served on the 
said appellant the fourteenth of the said month ; 

A power of attorney, dated the eighth of October last, granted by the said Sieur 
Charles JoUiet, as well for himself as for the other heirs of the late Sieur JoUiet, his 
father, to the said Sieur Lafontaine, to receive from the said appellant the sums in 
which she may be found in arrear for the moiety of the rent of the Mingan Islands 
accruing to the said heirs Jolliet. 

Having seen the consent, dated the tenth of the said month of October, given by the 
said Sieurs Lagorgendi^re and Volant, in the names of those for whom they act, to 
the said Sieur Lafontaine, by which they agree that the said appellant should pay to 
the said Sieur Lafontaine the half of the rent which the court has fixed this year for 
the right which the Sieur Lalande has in the Mingan Islands, notwithstanding the 
seizures made by the Sieur Lagorgendi^re, as well on the said Widow as on the Sieur 
Estebe ; the aforesaid power of attorney and consent having been served upon the said 
appellant the thirty-first of October last ; 

And the statement of the produce of the post called Great Mecatina, belonging to 
the said appellant, from one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine to one thousand 
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seven hundred and forty-three, signed by her and certified as correct the twenty-fliUi 
of the said month of October last, by which it appears that there has accrued to the 
aaid heirs Jolliet and Lalande, for rent at the rate of three per cent during the said 
years, the sum of five thousand and ninety-six livres, sixteen sols and seventy-five seal 
skins, on account of which the said heirs have heretofore received the sum of fourteen 
hundred and seventy-nine livres, eight sols and six demers, leaving a balance of three 
thousand six hundred and seventeen livres, seven sols and six deniers, due to them ; 
the said statement served on the said appellant. 

And having taken all these things into consideration, — 

We, pronouncing upon the respective pretensions of the parties, without minding the 
seizure in question, which wo have declared null, and without regard to the deposit 
made by the said Widow Pommereau in .the hands of the Sieur Foucault, have con- 
demned the said Widow to pay to the said Sieur Lafontaine, in his said'capacities, the 
sum of eighteen hundred and eight liwes, thirteen sols and nine deniers, being the half 
of that of three thousand six hundred and seventeen livres, seven 50^5 and six demers, 
remainiDg as a balance of the five thousand and ninety-six livres, sixteen sols, total 
Bjnount of the rent in question for four years of the produce of the Post belonging to 
the said Widow Pommereau, and also to deliver to him thirty-seven seal skins and 
a half being the moiety of seventy-five skins remaining in kind, upon the said Sieur 
liafontaine's giving good and sufficient security to return and restore to those who 
may be entitled to the same, the simis which ho may have received by reason of the 
said donation, in the event of the said Sieur Lalande having disposed of the said 
Islands by sale or donation, as he reserved to himself the right to do : 

And we do moreover condemn the said Widow Pommereau to pay to the heirs 
Jolliet, or to the holders of powers of attorney from them, a like siun of eighteen hun 
dred and eight livres, thirteen sds and nine demers, and to deliver also to them thirty- 
seven seal skins and a half, being in proportion to the share falling to them in the suc- 
cession of the said late Sieur Joliet ; 

In consideration whereof, the said Sieurs Lalande and Jolliet shall be held to grant 
a deed of concession to the said Widow Pommereau of the isles, islets and shoals 
opposite and alongside of her grant on the main land, in the terms of the first clause of 
our order of the said fourth day of October last; and in default of their so doing, 
these presents shall avail as such deed — Costs compensated. 

Thus ordered, &c. 

Done at Quebec, the thirtieth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and 

forty-three. 

Signed, BEAUHARNOIS, and 



Countersigned and sealed. 

True copy. 



HOCQUART. 



Signed, HOCQUART. 
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[Commissions & grants to & subsequent to the Conquest, folio 271.] 

Clauses and conditions in tJce grants of lands. Rights and reservations y contained in 
the concessions^ in favor of the King ; and charges in the grants of sitch con- 
cessions. 

CLAUSES AND CONDITIONS IN THE GRANTS OF LANDS. 

1^ To reside, (tenir feu et lieu) within one year, at the farthest, from the date of 
the concession, under pain of re-union. 

2® To cut down their timber along their neighbours clearances, as they shall re- 
quire it and to cultivate their lands. 

3^ To allow all roads necessary for the public, and to make the line fences as it may 
be ordered. 

4^ To have the lines, metes and boimdaries of the said concessions drawn and 
placed at their own costs ; and to obtain letters patent from His Majesty within two 
years. 

RIGHTS AND RESERVATIONS IN FAVOR OF THE KING IN CONCESSIONS. 

1^ To pay each year, on St. Martin's day, to the leceiver of the King's domain, or 
to the person appointed by him, one sol of cens for each arpent in front and 20 sols of 
rente for each twenty arpents in superficies, and half a bushel of wheat for each two 
arpents in front. The said cens bearing lods et vcntes, defaut et amende, wdth all other 
royal and seigniorial rights, (which are the rights of eoxhange, inlieritanccy counter 
inheritance established hy the King^s edict of the 20th March 1673, which seignim 
Jiave no right to enjoy without having acquired sucli right from His Majesty) as the 
case may be according to the Custom of the prevoste and viscomte of Paris. 

2° His Majesty reserves the right of taking from the said lands, all the timber he 
may require for the frame work and construction of the forts and buildings he may 
hereafter put up, and the property of the mines and minerals, if any should be found 
upon the said lands. 

3^ To preserve all oak trees and others fit for the building of His Majest/s 
vessels. 

CONDITIONS IN THE GRANTS OF CONCESSIONS, 

That they should carry their grain to bo ground at the banal mill when one shall 
be built, under pain of the forfeiture of the graiu, and of a fine. 
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[Commissions and grants, &c., to and subsequent to the Conquest. Folio 274.] 

Form of a grant or concession from a seignior to an inhabitant. 

Before——, the undersigned notary, residing at——, and the witnesses here- 
inafter named, 

Was present A. B., original seignior of , who has acknowledged and con- 
fessed to have granted and conceded from henceforth and for ever, d titre de cens et 
rentes foTidires et rum rachetables, the said cens et rentes bearing lods et venteSy difaut^ 

saisine et amende, when the case shall occm*, from , with promise of guarantee 

from all troubles and other hindrances whatever, into——, present and accepting 
hereof for himself, his heirs and assigns, to wit : 

A piece of land situate in the said seigniory, &c., as the whole now stands, without 
any exception or reserve, and of which the said purchaser declares he has a perfect 
knowledge, having seen and examined the same, and being content and satisfied there- 
with ; the said lot of land being within the censive of the said seigniory of •■ — , and 

by these presents charged, in favor of the seignior of the said seigniory, with 4 livreSf 
2 sols tournois and 2 bushels of good, merchantable wheat, vnth one day's work, when 
it may be required, or payment of 40 sols^ according to the choice of the said seignior, 
the whole of cens et rentes fondireSy not redeemable, payable each year on St. Martin's 
Day, 11th November, the first payment of which rents, &c., will become due and shall 
be made in the year 1779, with all other seigniorial rights, when the case shall occur, 
according to the custom of the country. 

The said grant to be subject to the right of banaliti, under penalty of a fine and of 
paying to the miller the toll (mouture) of the grain that may have been ground else- 
where] ; the said seignior reserving to himself the right of retrait in preference to all 
relations, in case of sale, or other alienation equivalent to a sale, of the whole or of any 
part of the said land, by repaying to the purchaser the price of sale with his lavdul costs 
and charges. 

The said grantee shall not transfer, make over or otherwise alienate the whole or 
any part of the said land to any community or mortmain, ni mettre cens ster cens. 

The said seignior shall have the right to take from the said land all the timber that 
may be necessary for the mills, manor-houses, parsonages and other public works, also 
all building stone, sand and other materials, vdthout paying anything for the same to 
the said grantee, his heirs or assigns, who shall be bound to allow, and to make and 
keep in repair, all roads and bridges that may be useful and necessary, to cut down 
the wood alongside of their neighbours* clearings, make the line fences in common 
with them, and cultivate the said land, in such manner that the cens et rentes agreed 
upon may be easily collected each year ; also to preserve the oak trees fit for the build- 
ing of His Majesty's vessels ; and the said grantee shall not build any mill upon the 
said land without the express permission of the said seignior, who reserves to himself 
all mill stones that may be found upon the said land. 
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To all which the said grantee, both for himself and his heirs, agreed and became 
obliged under hypothec of all his goods, and more particiilarly and by privilege, of the 
said land, neither mortgage doing away with the other ; 

And in default of the said grantee fiilfilling the above conditions, the said seignior 
shall re-enter into full possession of the said land, without being obliged to have re- 
course to any legal formalities, m which case these presents shall have their full force 
and effect in relation to the ce7is et rentes then accrued and become due. 

The said grantee shall furnish a copy of these presents to the said seignioi 

Thus done, &c. 



[Commissions and grants, &c., to and subsequent to the Conquest. Folio 24.] 

Explanation of the means employed by the seigniors of Canada, in the time qftk 
French Government^ to re-unite to their domains the farms of such of their tenmStJS 
as neglected to cultivate them, according to the conditions contained in their deeds 
of concession. 

Extract from a memorial on that subject, presented to lieutenant governor Carlton by 
Mr. Fran9ois Monnier, a member of the council and a judge of the court of 
common pleas, who had resided in that province during the time of the French 
Government. 

When an inhabitant or Canadian peasant, who had obtained fi-om a seignior a grant 
of land in his seigniory, neglected to cultivate it, according to the conditions of \k 
deed of concession, the seignior had a right to demand that it should be taken from 
him, and reunited to his own domain. This was done under the authority of the in- 
tendant, without cost to the seignior; the seignior presenting a petition to the inten- 
dant, stating the default on the part of the inhabitant to cultivate the land that had been 
conceded to him, and praying the intendant, for that reason, to order the reunion of 
it to his domain. 

Upon this the intendant sent an order to the inhabitant to fulfil the conditions of his 
deed within a delay of six months, eight months, one year, or any other stated time 
that the intendant thought reasonable, under pain of seeing his land reunited to ihe 
domain of the seignior. 

This order of the intendant had to be published during three consecutive Sundays, at 
the parish church of the seigniory, at the issue of divine service, -and the delay, given 
to the inhabitant to fulfil the conditions of his deed, was counted from the last of these 
three publications. If, at the expiration of the delay so granted to the inhabitant, by 
order of the intendant, the curate of the parish and the captain of militia certified to 
him that the land in question was still uncultivated, the intendant rendered a second 
decree by which he reunited the land to the domain of the seignior. 
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This custotn was looked upon as being very useful to the province in general, and 
>Bi3so to the seigniors, inasmuch as it greatly tended to increase the cultivation and estab- 
lishment of the whole country. 



[Reg. F, No. 6. Ins. Sup. Coun. from 1722 to 1731, Folio 129.J 

.Grant to CJiarles, Marquis of Beauharnoisy and to Claicde de Beauharnois de Beau- 
97ionty of 6 leagues i?i front by 6 leagues in depth, of the place called Villechauve 
(JBeauliarnoi^), adjoining tJie seigniory of Cluiteaugue. 

This 12tli day of April i729,]the King being at Versailles, His Majesty being pleased 
with the sei'xdces which the Sicur Charles Marquis of Beauhamois, governor of, and his 
lieutenant-general in New-France, renders him and with those which he has rendered 
as captain of his vessels during the last wars ; and wishing to favor his plan of forming, 
tog'ether with the Sieur Claude de Beauhamois de Beaumont, his brother, also captain 
of a vessel, a large establishment which would be advantageous to those of his subjects 
who would be desirous of settling there, His Majesty has granted to him and to the said 
Sieur de Beaumont a concession of 6 leagues in front by 6 leagues in depth, running 
north-east and south-west, adjoining the seigniory of Chateaugu^ along the river St. 
Liawrence, with the adjacent islands; to be possessed jointly by the said Sieurs 
Marquis de Beauhamois and de Beaumont, his brother, during their lifetime, and the 
Tvhole of it by the survivor, and their children bom in wedlock and their heirs for ever 
Eis their own, with right of fief et seigneurie, Juiute, moyenne et basse justice, and right 
of hunting and fishing and other seigniorial rights, without being bound to pay His 
Majesty, or his successors, any tax or indemnity, of which, to whatever sum it might 
amount, His Majesty has made them a gift. 

The said concession of Villechauve granted upon condition that they shall render 
fealty and homage at the Castle of St. Louis in Quebec, according to the customary 
rights and duties, when the case shall occur, pursuant to the Custom of Paris; that 
they shall preserve and make their tenants preserve the oak timber fit for the building 
of His Majesty's vessels ; that they shall inform His Majesty, or the governors and in- 
tendants of the country, of the mines and minerals, if any should be found in the said 
concession; that the appeals from the judgments given by the judge established there, 
shall be to the royal court at Montreal ; that they shall reside (tiendront feu et lieu) 
and make their tenants reside upon the said grant, in default of which it shall be re- 
united to His Majesty's domain ; to clear the land and have it cleared immediately ; 
to leave the roads necessary for the public ; to leave the beaches open to all fishermen, 
with the exception of those parts which may be required for fishing purposes. 

And in case His Majesty 'should require any pait of the said land for the erection of 
forts, batteries, annories, magazines and other public works, he shall take it, as well 
as the timber necessaiy for the said public works, and the fire-wood for the garrisons 
of the said forts, without giving any indemnity therefor. 

o2 
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The whole in virtue of the present ordinance, which is to be registered in the office 
of the superior council of Quebec, and for guarantee of his will. His Majesty baa signed 
these presents with his own hand, and I, his counsellor and secretary of state and cf 
his commands and finances, have countersigned. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

And lower down : 

PHELYPEAUX 

The grant above, and on the other side written, has been registered ob the sixth rf 
September 1729. * 

(Signed) DAINE. 



ANNO TERTIO, GEORGII IV. 

CAP. CXIX. 

An Act to regulate the trade of the provinces qfl/naer and Upper Canada^ andfar 
other purposes relating to the said provinces. 

[5th August 1822] 

Lands held in fief XXXI. And wherests doubts have been entertained whether the 

on pet^n'^o™Se tenure of lands vdthin the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada 

owners to His Ma- holden in fief and seigniory can legally be changed : And whereas 

id to the tenure ^of ^^ ^^7 niaterially tend to the improvement of such lands, and to the 

free and common general advantage of the said provinces, that such tenures may 

•occage. henceforth be changed in manner hereinafter mentioned ; 

Be it therefore further enacted and declared, that if any person or persons holding 
any lands in the said provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, or either of theni, in 
fief and seigniory, cmd ha/dng legal power and authority to alienate the samcj shall, at 
any time firom and after the commencement of this act, surrender the same into the 
hands of His Majesty, his heirs or successors, and shall, by petition to His Msgesty or 
to the governor, lieutenant governor, or person administering the government of the 
province, in which the lands so holden shall he situate, set forth that he, she or thetff 
is or are desirous of holding the same in free and common soccage, such governor, lieu- 
tenant governor, or pei^on administering the government of such province as afi^resaid, 
in pursuance of His Majesty's instructions transmitted through his principal secretaiy 
of State for colonial affairs, and by and ynth the advice and consent of the executive 
council of such province, shall cause afresh grant to be made to such person or persons 
of such lands, to be holden in free and common soccage, in like manner as lands are 
now holden in free and common soccage in that part of Great-Britain called £nglaxid; 
subject nevertheless to payment to His Majesty, by such grantee or grantees, of such 
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mm or sums of money, as and for a commutation for the fines and other dues which 
would have been payable to His Majesty under the original tenure anA to such con- 
• ditions as to His Majesty, or to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or person ad- 
ndmstering the government as aforesaid, shall seem just and reasonable ; Provided 
always, that on any such fresh grant being made as aforesaid, no allotment or appro- 
priation of lands for the support and maintenance of a protestant clergy shall be ne- 
cessary ; but every such fresh grant shall be valid and effectual without any specifica- 
tion of lands for the purpose aforesaid ; any law or statute to the contrary thereof in 
anywise notwithstanding. 

His Majesty may XXXH. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be 
commute with per- •, /» i /• tt» ii/r-^i*!*! ^ .•! 

sons holding Isuids lawful for His Majesty, ms heirs and successors, to commute with 

hX ceTis et rentes, any person holding lands at ccnset rentes in buj censive or fief of 

His Majesty within either of the said provinces, and such person may obtain a release 

firom His Majesty of all feudal rights arising by reason of such tenure, and receive a 

grant from His Majesty, his heirs or successors, in free and common soccage, upon 

payment to His Majesty of such sum of money as His Majesty, his heirs or successors, 

may deem to be just and reasonable ; by reason of the release and grant aforesaid, 

and all such sums of money as shall be paid upon any commutations made by virtue 

of this act, ^shall be applied towards the administration of justice, and the support of 

the civil government of the said province. 



ANNO SEXTO GEORGII IV REGIS. 

CAP. LIX. 

An Act to provide for the extinction of feudal and seigniorial rights and burthens on 
lands held d titre dejief and d titre de cens, in the province of Lower Canada ; 
and for tlie gradual conversion of these tenures into the tenure of free and common 
Boccage ; and for pther purposes relating to the said province. 

[22nd June 1825.] 

3, G. 4, C. 119. ijK'HEREAS in and by an act passed in the third year of His 

▼ » Majesty's reign, intituled : A?i Act to regidate the trade of the 
provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, and for other purposes relating to tJie said 
provinces, certain provisions were made for a change of the tenure of lands held at 
cens et rentes, in the censive of His Majesty in the provinces of Lower and Upper Ca- 
nada ; and whereas the said provisions, in so far as they relate to the change of tenure 
of lands in fief and seigniory, cannot, in the said province of Lower Canada, receive 
execution where such lands, oi* parts thereof, have, under grants of the seigniories 
become the property of persons who hold the same d titre d^fisf, in arrilre-fief qt d 
titre de cens; and further provision in this behalf is necessary: Be it therefore 
enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty^ by and with the advice and consent of 
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the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present parliament assembled, 

and by the authority of the same, That whenever any person or per- 
fiefa^ or seigniories ^^^^» holding of His Majesty as proprietor or proprietors any fief or 
may, on aj)plicati()n seigniory in the said province of Lower Canada, and havine leffally 

to His Majesty, and , r r ..• «-u • x,- x. n r • • i / 

on surrender of the ^^^ power 01 alienatmg the same, m which fief or seigniory lands 

ungranted parts the- have been granted and are held d titre de fvef. in arriire-fief or a 

reof, obtain a com- ^.^ , i n i • • i t^-- / , ^ 

mutation and ro- ^'^^'^^ "^ cens, shall by petition to the mng, through the governor, 

lease of feudal bur- lieutenant CTOvemor, or person administeiinff the ffovermnent of the 

thens duo to IIis ... .° i/> • ?i-. 

Majesty thereon. said province, api)ly tor a commutation of and release from the 

droit de quint, the droit de relief, or other feudal burthens due to 
His Majesty on such fief or seigniory, and shall surrender into the hands of His Ma- 
jesty, his heirs or successors, all such parts and parcels of such fief or seigniory as 
shall remain and be in his possession ungranted ; and shall not be held as aforesaid, ik 
titre defief, in arriire-fief or d titre dc ccns, it shall and may be lawfiil for His Majesty, 
or for such governor, lieutenant governor, or person administering the government as 
aforesaid, in pursuance of His Majesty's instructions transmitted through one of his 
principal secretaries of state, by and \vith the advice of the executive council of the 
said province, to commute the droit dc quint, the droit de relief, tmd all others feudal 
rights and burthens due to His Majesty upon or in respect of such fief or seigniory, 
for such sum of money or consideration, and upon such terms and conditions, as to 
His Majesty, or to such governor, lieutenant governor, or person administering the 
government as aforesaid, in pursuance of such instnictions, and by and with such advice 
as aforesaid, shall appear meet and expedient ; and thereupon to release the person 
or persons so applying, his, her, and their heirs and assigns, and all and every the 
lands comprized in such fief or seigniory, from the said droit de quint, droit de reliefs 
and all other feudal burthens due or to grow due thereupon to His Majesty, his heirs 
or successors, of whatsoever nature or kind, for ever ; and to cause a fresh grant to 

be made to the person or persons, so applying, of all such parts and 

Such fief or Sei- ^^ r ^ n r- •• -Ln C 'J * Jl. 

gniory may be re- Parcels of such hei or seigmory as shall as atoresaid remain and be 
granted to the pro- in his, her or their possession ungranted, and which shall not he 
common soccage. held, d titre de ficf, in arriere-ficf, as aforesaid, or d titre de cens, to 

be thenceforward holden in free and common soccage, in like man- 
ner as lands are now holden in free and common soccage in that part of Great Britain 
called England, without its being necessary for the validity of such grant, that any 
allotment or appropriation of lands for the support and maintenance of a protestant 
clergy should be therein made ; any law or statute to the contrary thereof notwith- 
standing. 

Feudal and sei^- H, Provided always, and be it further enacted, That where such 
E^e°granted^part8*of ^^^^ grant as aforesaid shall be made, nothing in this act contained 
such seigQiory not shall extend or be construed to extend, to take away, diminish, alter, 

to be alFocted until . /t» ^ >.!_ ^ j i • • • i ^t_ 

a eommuiation the- ^^ ^^ ^^Y Planner or way anect the leudal, seigmonal or other 
reof shall bo obtain- rights of the seignior or person in whose favour such grant shall be 
provided. made, upon and in respect of all and every the lands held of him d 

titre de cens, or d titre defief, or in arrive fief, as aforesaid, making 
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part of him, her or their fief or seigniory, on which a conimutDtion of the droit de 
quinty or droit de relief , shall have been obtained as aforesaid, but that all and every 
such feudal, seigniorial, and other rights shall continue and remain in full force upon 
and in respect of such lands so held d titre de fief, in arriire-jief ^a aforesaid, or d litre 
de cens, and the proprietors and holders of the same, as if such commutation or grant 
had not been made, until a commutation, release, and extinguishment thereof shall 
have been obtained in the manner hereinafter mentioned. 

Persons holding HI. And be it further enacted. That in all cases where any sei- 

lands in fief and ob- . .. iitiia^'^j/?/* 

tainin*' a coramuta- S^^^ ^^ seigmoi*s, or person or persons holdmg lands a litre defief 

tion as aforesaid, in the said province of Lower Canada, shall by reason or means 
grant the like com- ^^^ commutation with His Majesty, or of a surrender of his, her, or 

nratation to those their fief or seiffniory, or any part thereof, to His Majesty, or by 

holding under them, n • • i i • i • • t 

if reqmred, reason or means of a commutation with his or their immediate su. 

perior lord or seignior, or otherwise howsoever, have obtained or 
shall or may hereafter obtain, for himself, herself, or themselves, his, her, or their 
heirs or assigns, from His Majesty, or fi'om the governor, lieutenant governor, or person 
administering the government of the said province of Lower Canada^or fi:om his, her, 
or their immediate superior lord or seignior, a release from and extinguishment of 
the droit de quint, or droit de relief due and payable by him, her, or them, his, her, 
or their heirs and assigns, for or in respect of lands so held d titre defief such seignior 
or seigniors, person or persons aforesaid, his, her, and their heirs and assigns, shall be 
held and bound, when thereunto required by any of his, her, or their censitaires, or the 
persons who now hold or hereafter may hold the said lands, or any of them, or any part 
thereof, d titre de fief, in arriire-fi^f as aforesaid, or d litre de cens, to consent to, 
grant and allow, to and in favour of such censitaires, or other person or persons as afore- 
said, requiring the same, a commutation, release, and extinguishment, of and from the 
droit de quint and droit de relief, or droit de lods et ventes, as the case may be, and all 
other feudal and seigniorial rights and burthens to which such censitaire or other person 
or persons, his or their heirs and assigns, and his and their lands so held by him or 
them, may be subject or liable to such seignior or seigniors, person or persons afore- 
said, his, her, or their heirs and assigns, for a just and reasonable 
For such pnco or . . , . . , . ^ , • i r. ^i i . i 

indemnity as shall pnce, indemmty, or consideration, to be paid tor the same, which 

be fixed by experts, price, indemnity, or consideration, in case the parties concerned 
therein shall differ respecting the same, shall be ascertained and fixed by experts to be 
in that behalf nominated and appointed, according to the due course of law in the 
said province of Lower Canada, regard being had to the value of the said lands so 
held d titre de cens or d titre defief in arri^re-fief as aforesaid. 

Sj^gniors or others IV. And be it further enacted, that if any seignior or seigniors, 
such commutation person or persons holding lands d titre de fiefs, who shall so as afore- 

may be impleaded g^id have obtained a release of and fron the droit de quirvt, or droit 

in a court of Law, ,,./,,„ , , -ii 

and such commuta- de relief, shall when thereunto required by any person or persons 

tion may be award- holding any of the said lands d titre defief, in arrierefief, or by any 
the party requiiing censitaire or censitaircs holding any of the said lands a titre de certs 

the same, on pay- g^ aforesaid, upon the payment or lawftil tender of the price, indem- 
mcnt of the price or ^ * "^ . . /• 

indemnity. nity, or consideration in that behalf hereinbefore provided, refuse 
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or neglect to consent and allow to and in favor of such person or persons holding sodi 
lauds d titre dejief, in arrierejieft as aforesaid, or of such censUaire or censiudrei, a 
commutation, release and extinguishment of the d/rait de quint and droit de relief, or of 
such ccTisitairc or censitaires, as the case may be, an instrument in writing, before two 
notaries, or a notary and two witnesses, containing such commutation, release and ex- 
tinguishment as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for such person or persons, 
holding such lands ii titre defief, in arrierefief as aforesaid, or for such censitaire or 
censitaires, as tbe case may be, to implead such seignior or seigniors, person or persons 
as aforesaid, in any of His Majesty's court of competent jurisdiction in the said pro- 
rince of Lower Canada, for the purpose of compelling him or them to accept tbe 
price, indemnity or considerBtion herein before provided, to be ascertained and fixed 
as aforesaid, for the commutation, release, and extinguishment of the droit de quint, 
and dvoit de relief, or droit de cens and droit de lods et ventes, as the case may be, and of 
all other feudal and seigniorial rights and burthens required; and demanded by such 
censitaire or censitaires, or other person or persons as aforesaid, and to obtain the fbfl 
and entire benefit of such commutation, release and extinguis^iment, and upon the pay- 
ment or lawful tender and ^ deposit of the price, indemnity, or consideiation payable 
by such person or persons as aforesaid, or such cejisitaire or censitaires, in the han<^ of 
the prothonotary or clerk of the said court, for the uso of the said seignior or seigniors, 
person or persons so impleaded as aforesaid in such court, it shall and may be lawful 
for the said court, and the said court is hereby required, by their judgment in that be- 
half, to award and adjudge to such person or persons as aforesaid, or to such eensitmre 
or censitaireSf the benefit of such commutation, release or extinguishment, for and in 
respect of the lands for which such payment or tender and deposit shall have been 
made, as fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as if such com- 
mutation, release and extinguishment had been volimtarily consented to be granted 
and allowed by the said seignior or seigniors, person or persons so impleaded as afore- 
said. 

Such commutation V. And be it further enacted, that in all cases where such com- 
tarily^ agreed upon mutation, release and extinguishment as aforesaid, shall have been 

or awai'ded by a voluntarily agreed upon by and between any seiffnior or seisnion, 
court of law, all feu- ^ ^ ^ \ j ^^•. j /: j- \ i, n v i. 

dal rights and bur- person or persons holding lands a titre de fief, who shall have ob- 

thens shall cease tained a release of the droit de quint, or droit de relief, as aforesaid, 

upon the lands for _ . . _ . . . ^ . . _ 

which the same and his or their censUaire or censUatres, or other person or persons 

shall be granted. ^ aforesaid, in and by any written agreement or instrument in wri^ 
ing, executed before two notaries, or a notary and two witnesses, and also in all cases 
where such commutation, release and extinguishment shall have been declared award- 
ed, and adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction, by their judgment in that 
behalf as aforesaid, in favour of any person or persons as aforesaid, all and every droit de 
quint, and aroit de relief, droit de cens and droit de lods et ventes, and mutation fines of 
every description, droit de retrait^ casuel, and conventionel, 'droit de hanaUte^ droit de 
corvee, and every feudal and territorial right and burthen whatsoever, upon or in res- 
pect of the lands for which such commutation, release and extinguishment shall have 
been agreed upon, declared, awarded or adjudged as aforesaid, shall from and afler the 
making of such agreement or pnstrument in writing, or the rendering of such judg- 



295 

ment as aforesaid, be absolutely and for ever taken away, extinguished and discharged^ 
as well in respect of such censitaire and censitaires, or other person or persons as 
aforesaid, his, her, and their heirs and assigns, as in respect of the said lands ; and the 
and the tenure be tenure of the said lands shall thenceforth be converted into free 
common soccage. ^^^ common soccage, and the said lands be held and be taken 

and considered to be held in free and common soccage, in like man- 
ner as lands are holden in free and common soccage in that part of Great Britain called 
England, any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Nothing herein con- VI. Provided always, and be it further enacted, that nothing here- 
discharge arrears. ^^ contained ' shall extend or be construed to extend to discharge 

any arrears of cens et rentes or any lods et ventes, or dues that may 
have accrued before such commutation as aforesaid shall have been required by any 
censitaire or censitaires, or in anywise to destroy, alter, or affect the recourse which 
the seignior or seignors to whom such arrears, lods et ventes, or rights, shall be due, 
might lawfully have had or taken for the recovery of the same, if such commutation 
had not been made. 

Persons applying for y'll. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that in all 
Boch commutation . , , . 

to give public notice cases where such application for a commutation, release and extin- 

^h™°h^m ^claims ff^^^^®^^ ^^ feudal or seigniorial rights, dues or burthens shall be 
on such lands. made in respect of lands held either immediately of the crown, or 

as an arriirejief, as aforesaid, public notice thereof shall be given by the person so ap- 
plying, for the space of three calendar months, in the Quebec Gazette, published by 
authority, and in two other newspapers published respectively in the cities of Quebec 
and Montreal, thereby calling on all persons who may have or claim to have any pre- 
sent or contingent right, interest, security, charge or incumbrance, either by mortgage- 
(hypotMque) general or special, express or implied, or under any other title, or by any 
other means whatsoever, in or upon the lands in respect to which such commutation, 
release and extinguishment of feudal and seigniorial rights, dues, or burthens, shall be 
80 applied for, to signify in vmting, within three calendar months from the date of 
such notification, their sissent to or dissent &om the surrender, regrant and change ^f 
tenure of such lands and the commutation, release and extinguishment of the feudal 
and seigniorial dues'' and burthens so applied for; which consent or dissent in 
writing shall, in case of an application made by petition to His Majesty, as hereinbefore 
mentioned, be lodged within the said last mentioned period of three calendar months 
(and access shall be by all persons freely had thereto) in the office of the executive 
council of the said province, and in the case where such commutation, release and extin- 
guishment of feudal and seigniorial dues, rights and burthens shall be required of a 
seignior, for and in respect of lands holden d titre defief, in arrUrefief, such consent 
or dissent in writing shall be lodged within the said time (and access shall be by all 
persons jfreely had thereto) in the office of the prothonotary or clerk of the superior 
court of original jurisdiction, holding civil pleas in the district where such lands shall 
be situate ; and provided further, that no such surrender, re-grant, change of tenure, 
or commutation, release and extuguishment of feudal and seigniorial dues, rights and 



296 

burthens, shall be good, valid or effectual to any purpose whatsoever, unless such no* 
tification shall have been previously made, and the consent of all such persons having, 
holding, or claiming any right or interest, security, charge, or imcumbrance in or upon 
the said lands, shall have been signified and deposited as aforesaid, or until the person 
applying for such commutation, release or extinguishment of feudal or seigniorial dues, 
rights, or burthens, shall show, to the satisfaction of His Majesty's executive council, 
or of his immediate superior lord or seignior, as the case may be, that no such claim 
hath been made or signified, or that banning been made, it hath been satisfied or dis- 
charged, or been declared by a judgment of a competent court of law to be unfounded. 

Lands holden infrro VIII. And whereas doubts have arisen, whether lands granted 
cago in Lower Ca- ^^ ^^® ^^^ Province of Lower-Canada by His Majesty, or by any 
nada to bo subject of His Royal Predecessors, to be holden in free and common soc- 

tO the laws of En- i n i i ,ti , , n .11 1 1 

gland. cage, snail be held by the owners thereof, or will subsequently pass 

to other persons according to the rules of descent and alienation in 
force in England, or according to such rules as where established by the ancient laws 
of the said province, for the descent and alienation of land situate therein ; be it there- 
fore declared and enacted, that all lands within the province of Lower-Canada, which 
have heretofore been granted by His Majesty, or by any of His Royal Predecessors, 
to any person or persons, their heirs and assigns, to be holden in free and common soc- 
cage, or which shall or may hereafter be so granted by His Majesty, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, to any person or persons, their heirs and assigns, to be holden in free and com- 
mon soccage, may and shall be, by such grantees, their heirs and assigns, held, granted, 
bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed and disposed of, and may and shall pass by descent, 
in such manner and form, and upon and under such rules and restrictions, as are by the 
law of England established and in force in reference to the grant, bargain, sale, alie- 
nation, conveyance, disposal, descent of lands holden by the like tenure therein si- 
tuate, or to the dower or other rights of married women in such lands, and not other- 
wise, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding : Provided 
nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend to prevent His Majesty, with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Assembly of the Province of 
Lower-Canada, from making and enacting such laws or statutes as may be necessary 
for the better adapting the before mentioned rules of the law of England, or any of 
them, to the local circimistances and condition of the said Province of Lower-Canada, 
and the inhabitants thereof. 

Certain parts of IX. And whereas under and by virtue of a certain act passed in 
dor and adjacent the forty-ninth year of the reign of His late Majesty King George 
islands, rcannoxed the Third, intituled : " An act for establishing courts of judicature 
49, Geo, 3, c. 27. " ^^ the Island of Newfoundland, andin the islands adjacent, and for 
5, Geo. 4, c. 67. << re-annexing part of Labrador, and the islands lying on the said 

" Coast, to the government of Newfounland," and of the act passed in the fifth year of 
the reign of His present Majesty, intituled : " An act for the better administration of 
" justice in Newfoundland, and for other purposes," the Coast of Labrador, from the 
river St. John to Hudson's Straights, and the Island of Anticosti and all the islands 
adjacent to the said Coast, except the Islands of Madelaine, are annexed to and form 
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pert of the government of Newfoundland; and it is expedient that certain parts of the 
said Coast of Labrador should be re-annexed to and form part of the province of 
Lower Canada, be it therefore enacted, That so much of the said coast as lies to the 
westward of a line to be drawn due north and south from tlie bay or harbour of Anse- 
Sablon inclusive, as far as the 52nd degree of north latitude, vnth the Island of Anti- 
costi and other islands adjacent to such part, as last aforesaid, of the Coast of Labra- 
dor, shall be and the same are hereby re-annexed to and made a part of the said pro- 
vince of Lower Canada, and shall henceforward be subject to the laws of the said pro- 
idnce, and to none other ; and so much of the said recited acts passed in the forty-ninth 
year of the reign of His Majesty King George the Third, and in the fifth year of the 
reign of His present Majesty, as relates to such part of the Coast of Labrador, as last 
aforesaid, and the said Island of Anticosti and other adjacent islands, shall be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

CoHrt of Escheats X. And whereas it is necessary to enable His Majesty more ea- 

may bo corislituted ., „ .^. , ,. i,-i.,. 

in the aaid province sily to resume from time to time Buch uncultivated lands withm the 

to try forfeitures of gaid province, held in free and common soccage, as now are or here- 
wncnltivatod lands „* itii t i -» //•••• »-r. ,-- 

liable to escheat to after may be liable to escheat and become forfeited to His Majesty 

the Crown. j^y escheat, by reason of the non performance of the conditions of 

settlement and cultivation, or other conditions mentioned and contained in the letters 
patent or grants thereof heretofore made by His Majesty, either in virtue of this act or 
otherwise j be it enacted. That it shall and may be lawftil for the governor, lieutenant 
governor or person administering the government of the said province, vidth the advice 
of the executive council thereof, to constitute and appoint, by a commission under the 
great seal of the said province, one or more person or persons to be a commissioner or 
commissioners of escheats and forfeitures of land within the said province, which said 
commissioner and commissioners is and are hereby authorized and empowered from 
time to time, on information being made and filed before him or them by the attorney 
general or solicitor general of the said province, or other person appointed for that 
purpose onbebalf of His Majesty, his heirs or successors, concerning the performance 
or non-performance of the conditions of any grants or letters patent by which any such 
land as aforesaid shall at any time have been held, to enquire, on the part and behalf 
of His Majesty, by the oaths of twelve good and lawftil men, to be duly summoned for 
that purpose by the sheriff", upon a precept to be issued and directed to him from the 
office of the secretary of the province, whether the lands mentioned in the said inform- 
ation, are or shall be liable to escheat, and be forfeited to His Majesty, by reason of 
Court,how to pro- ^® non-performance of any of the conditions of the respective grants 
ceed, or letters patents thereof; and the said commissioner or commis- 

sioners shall proceed in the cognizance of the matters aforesaid as nearly as circum- 
stances will admit, according to the rules, course and practice of the law of England, 
in the like cases, and shall have power and authority to summon vntnesses to attend 
and give evidence before the said inquest ; and the testimony on oath of one or more 
competent witness or witnesses, either before the said inquest, or taken in writing 
before a person or persons to be appointed for that purpose by the said commissioner 
or commissioners, and returned and exhibited before the said inquest, shall be good and 

sufficient evidence of the matters alleged in such information; and the said commis*- 

p2 
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« 

Inquest to be re- sioner or commissioners shall duly return the inquisition which he 
turned. ^j. ^jj^y shall, from time to time, take by virtue of this act, under 

his or their seals, and the seals of those by whose oaths he or they shall have taken the 
same, into the office of the secretary of the province within thirty days after the taking 
thereof, and also within the same time return a transcript thereof, and of the whole 
proceedings relating to the same, into the supreme court of original jurisdiction hold- 
ing civil pleas in the district in which the lands and premises comprised in the inform- 
ation shall be situate, and thereupon such lands and premises, as are thereby fi>imd to 
be forfeited to His Majesty for non-p6rformance of any of the conditions on which the 
same shall have been granted, shall be and they are hereby declared to be re- vested in 
His Majesty, his heirs and successors, any former grant or letters patent thereof not- 

No new grants of withstanding: provided always, that no new grant of such lands 

escheated lands to g^^gjj Y)o made for the space of one year from the date of such inqui- 

be made for one . . ^ • ,j. i • • .i. 

yoar. sition, except to the person or persons holding or claiming the same 

under the former letters patent thereof, or by a lawful title derived under the same. 

Notice to be given. XI. And be it further enacted, that the clerk of the said court of 
escheats and forfeitures, to be appointed in like maimer as the said commissiiHier or 
commissioners, shall, within fourteen days after the filing of such information, insert 
in the Quebec Gazette, published by authority, a notice signed by him, and shall as 
soon thereafter as may be, cause the same to be posted upon a public place as near to 
the lands mentioned in the said information as circumstances will admit, thereby notify- 
ing all persons interested in such lands, that such information has been filed for the 
purposes aforesaid, and of the time and place of holding an inquest of office before the 
said commissionor or commissioners, concerning the matters therein alleged, which 
time shall not exceed four or be less than two calendar months from the publishing of 
such notice; and such notice being so published, and proof thereof made to the satis- 
faction of the said commissioner or commissioners, shall be instead of all other notice, 
process, writ, summons, or other proceeding whatever, for the notification and appear- , 
anceofthe person or persons interested in such lands, and shall conclude all such 
persons for ever : provided, that it shall be lawful for all persons interested in or en- 
titled to such lands as are comprised in any office or inquisition so made and re- 

Parti • t r sted ^'^"^^^ ^ aforesaid, to traverse the same in the court into which it 
may traverse in- shall have been returned, within three calendar months from the 
^'*^*** date thereof; and the notice hereinbefore required, and the inqui- 

sition so to be taken in pursuance thereof, shall be deemed sufficient and conclusive 
notice to the traverser, and all others concerned in such traverse ; and such court shall 
thereupon hear, try and determine the said traverse, as nearly as circumstances will 
admit, according to the rules, course and practiceof the law of England in the like 
cases, and the judgment of the said court thereon shall be final. 

Certain parts of XU. And whereas divers persons within the said province of 
Sao^smS province Lower Canada, hold or claim by occupancy, lawfiil prescription, or 
inay be surrendered, transfer, or by doubtfiil titles, divers of the lands which, in pinr. 
eran^^for certdn suance of the act of parliament made in the thirty-first year of the 
public uses and o- reign of His said late Majesty King Greorge the Third, have been 
purp e . appropriated within the said province of Lower Canada, for the 



299 

maintenance of a protestant clergy : And whereas divers parts of the land so appro- 
priated as aforesaid for the support of a protestant clergy, are from time to time 
required as the site of public buildings and other works carried on at the public ex- 
pence within the said province : And whereas divers parts of such appropriated lands 
so aforesaid, which have not been brought into cultivation by or for the benefit of the 
parotestant clergy within the said province, are sometimes required to enable His M^a- 
jesty to complete the settlement of other waste lands in the immediate vicinity thereof, 
but by reason of the said lands being so appropriated as aforesaid, it is impossible, ex- 
cept by the consent of parliament, to quiet the possession of such persons so claiming 
the same by such titles as aforesaid, or to obtain a surrender and conveyance, or to 
e£fect an exchange of such parts thereof, as may be so required as aforesaid for the 
public service, or for the completion of any such settlements as aforesaid ; be it there- 
fore enacted, that whenever and so oflen as it shall appear to the governor, lieutenant 
governor, or other person administering the government of the said province, that the 
surrender and cession of any part of the lands so appropriated as aforesaid for the be- 
nefit of a protestant clergy in the said province, is necessary for quieting the titles of 
any of His Majesty's subjects to lands held or claimed by them by occupancy, lawfiil 
prescription, transfer, or by doubtfid titles, as aforesaid, or is necessary or would be 
convenient for the carrying on of any public buildings or works, or for the more effec- 
tual settlement of any district or tract of land within the said province, or otherwise, 
for His Majesty's service or for the benefit of the said province, or of His Majesty's 
subjects therein resident, then, and in any or either of the cases aforesaid, it shall and 
may be lawfiil for the bishop of Quebec, for the time being, on behalf of the said pio 
. testant clergy, in compliance with any requisition in writing to him for the purpose 
made by such governor, lieutenant governor, or other person administering the gover- 
ment of the said province, and he is hereby required, by a deed under his hand and 
seal, duly attested by two or more credible witnesses, to surrender, yield up, and 
convey to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, the lands comprized and described in 
any such requisition as aforesaid, in exchange for other lands situate in the said pro 
vince, of equal extent and value, to be by His Majesty appropriated and set apart for 
the support and maintenance of a protestant clergy therein ; and which deed, so ex- 
ecuted by the said bishop of Quebec for the time being, shall be valid and effectual 
in law, to vest in His Majesty, his heirs and successors, all the land therein included 
and comprized ; and such lands shall and may, by His Majesty, his heirs and succesj 
fiors, be re-granted and re-conveyed to any other person or persons, for quieting their 
possession and titles, or otherwise, as may fr*om time to time be expedient or neces 
sary, without any further appropriation of land being thereupon made for the benefit 
<^ a protestant clergy. 
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PROCLAMATION. 



DALHOUSIE, GOVERNOR. 

George the Fourth, by the Grace of God, of the United-Kingdom of Great-Britain 

and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith. 

To all our loving subjects whom these presents may concern, greeting. 

Whereas by an act of the parliament of our United Kingdom of Great-Britain and 
Ireland, passed in the sixth year of our reign, intituled : " An act to provide for the 
extinction of feudal and seigniorial rights and burthens on lands held d titre de fief and 
dtiire de cens in the province of Lower Canada, and for the gradual conversion of 
those tenures into the tenure of free and common soccage, and for other purposes re- 
lating to the said province," it is amongst other things enacted : 

" That whenever any person or persons holding of us, as proprietor or proprietors, 
any fief or seigniory in the said province of Lower Canada, and having legally the 
power of alienating the same, in which fief or seigniory lands have been granted and 
are held d titre defi£f, in arriire-fief or d titre de cens, shall by petition to us through 
the governor, lieutenant-governor or person administering the government of our said 
province, apply for a commutation of and release from the droit de quint, the droit de 
relief or other feudal burthens due to us on such fief or seigniory, and shall surrender 
into the hands of us, our heirs or successors, all such parts and parcels of such fief or 
- seigniory as shall remain and be in his possession ungranted, and shall not be held, as ' 
aforesaid, d tire defief, in arriire-Jief or d titre de cens, it shall and may be lav^rful for 
us, or for such governor, lieutenant governor or person administering the government 
as aforesaid, in pursuance of our instructions transmitted through one of our principal 
secretaries of state, by and with the advice of the executive coimcil of the said pro- 
vince, to commute the droit de quint , the droit de relief and all other feudal rights and 
burthens due to us upon or in respect of such fief or seigniory, for such sum of money 
or consideration, and upon such terms and conditions as to us, or to such governor, 
lieutenant gr.vemor or person administering the government as aforesaid, in pursuance 
of such instructions, and by and with such advice as aforesaid, shall appear meet and 
expedient, and thereupon to release the person or persons so applying, his, her or 
their heirs and assigns, and all and every the lands comprized in such fief or seigniory, 
from the said droit de qui?it, droit de relief and all other feudal burthens due or to 
grow due thereupon to us, our heirs or successors, of whatsoever nature or kind for 
ever ; and to cause a fresh grant to be made to the person or persons so applying of all 
such parts and parcels of such fief or seigniory, as shall as aforesaid remain and be in 
his, her or their possession ungranted, and which shall not be held d titre defief, in 
arriire-fief, as aforesaid, or d titre de cens, to be thence forward holden in free and 
common soccage, in like manner as lands are now holden in free and common soccage 
in that part of Great Britain called England, without its being necessary for the vali- 
dity of such grant, that any allotment or appropriation of lands for the support and 
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maintenance of a protestant clergy, should be therein made, any law or statute to the 
contrary thereof notwithstanding." 

And whereas in pursuance of the said act heretofore in part recited, and in execution 
of the powers thereby in us Tested, we have transmitted through the right honorable 
the Earl Bathurst, one of our principal [secretaries of state, having the department of 
the colonies, to the right honorable the Earl of Dalhousie, our captain general and 
governor in chief in and over our said province of Lower Canada, our royal instructions 
for and concerning the commutation of the droit de quint j droit de relief and all other 
feudal burthens due to us, whereof the commutation in and by the said act is provided 
for, and concerning the sum of money or consideration, terms and conditions on 
which such commutation is to be granted and allowed according to the provisions of the 
said act ; 

Know ye, therefore, that, for the purpose of making known our said royal instruc- 
tions in this behalf, and in ordei that persons intitled to and desirous of the benefit of 
the commutation provided for in and by the said act, in what respects lands held of us 
d litre de fief, may avail themselves of such benefit, we have thought fit, with the ad- 
vice of our executive council of our said province, to issue this, our royal proclamation, 
hereby to publish and declare to our loving subjects whom the same may concern, that 
whenever any person or persons holding of us, as proprietor or proprietors, any fief or 
seigniory in the said province, and having legally the power of alienating the same, in 
which fief or seigniory lands have been granted and are held d titre defief^ arriere- 
Jief or d titre de cens, shall apply for the commutation in and by the said act provided 
for, in the manner therein mentioned, and shall actually have paid into the hands of 
our receiver general of our said province, a sum of money equal to one-twentieth part 
of the value of such fief or seigniory ; then and in every such case, our governor, lieu- 
tenant governor or other person administering the government of our said province, 
shall and will, with the advice of our said executive council in pursuance of our said 
royal instructions, proceed to commute all and every the droit de quint, droit de reliefs 
and other feudal rights and burthens, which thenceforward, if such commutation were 
not made and granted, would accrue and become due to us upon and in respect of 
such fief and seigniory, and release for the future such person or persons, his, her or 
their assigns, and all and every the lands comprised in such fief or seigniory from the 
several burthens aforesaid, and to cause to be made to such person or persons a fresh 
grant in the manner in and by the said act hereinbefore recited prescribed; 

And in case such person or persons as aforesaid should not agree with the governor, 
lieutenant governor or person administering the government of our said province, act- 
ing by and with such advice as aforesaid, as to the value of any such fief or seigniory, 
and the amount of the sum to be paid in consideration of such commutation, should not 
be determined by and between them, then and in every such case, in pursuance of oiu: 
said royal instructions, we do will and require that our said governor, lieutenant go- 
vernor or person administering the government of our said province, by and with such 
advice as aforesaid, do concur in the nomination and appointment of experts for ascer- 
taining the value of such fief or seigniory, according to the course pf law in our said 
province. 
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Provided always, and we do hereby declare that such commutation, so to be made 
and granted as aforesaid, shall not have the effect of extinguishing or affecting the re- 
covery of any droit dc quint, droit de I'diefj or other feudal rights and burthens, or any 
arrears thereof, previously accrued and become due to us upon and in respect of the 
fief or seigniory for which such mutation shall have been granted; but that all sud 
droit de quitU, droit de relief and other feudal rights and burthens and the arreazs 
thereof so accrued and become due to us before the making and granting of such com- 
mutation, shall be recoverable by the same remedies, and in the same manner and 
form as if such commutation had not been made or granted ; 

And we do hereby expressly reserve to us, our heirs and successors, the power of 
revoking and altering from time to time, as occasion muy require, the terms and con- 
ditions on which conmiutations are to be granted as aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, we have caused these our letters to be made patent, and the 
great seal of our said province of Canada hereunto affixed. 

Witness oior trusty and well beloved George Earl of Dalhousie, Knight Grand 
Cross of the most honorable Military Order of the Bath, our captain general and go- 
vernor in chief in and over our said province of Lower Canada, vice-admiral of the 
same, &c., &c, &c. 

At our Castle of Saint Lewis, in our city of Quebec, in our said province, the four- 
teenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
six, and in the seventh of our reign. 



Louis Montizambert, 

Actg. Prov. Secrety. 



D. 

D. 



ANNO OCTAVO VICTORIiE REGINiE. 

CAP. XLn. 

An act the better to facilitate optional conmiutation of the tenure of lands en roturc^ in 
the seigniories and fiefe in Lower Canada, into that oifrarui^deu roturier, 

[29th March 1845.] 

Preamble. IMrHEREAS it is expedient to facilitate, when the parties find it to 
*' their mutual advantage, and optionally agree upon the terms, commu- 
tation of the tenure of lands held en roture in the several fie& and seigniories in Lower 
Canada, into that oifranc-aleu roturier^ and the extinguishment of all feudal dues, 
charges and inciunbrances thereupon, as well in those fiefs and seigniories whereof the 
respective seigniors or proprietors may not already have commuted vrith the crown 
in respect of its rights and interests therein, including also fie& and seigniories in moit 
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main, as in those with respect to which a commutation, by the seigniors or proprietors 
thereof with the crown has been or shall be effected : Be it therefore enacted by the 
Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the legislative 
council and of the legislative assembly of the province of Canada, constituted and 
assembled by virtue of and under the authority of an act passed in the parliament of 
the imited kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An Act to reunite the 
provinces of Lower and Upper CanacUiy and for the government of Canada^ and it is 

hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that whenever any 
unre and sci^Sw- censitaire or owner of land held en roture in any fief or sei- 
Bhall have agreed on gniory in that part of this province known as Lower Canada, fiefe 

the terms of commu- ...... .••■•tiiiiiii* 

tatiou before nota- 3iid seigmones m mortmain also included, shall be desirous to com- 
ries. mute the tenure thereof into the tenure en franc^aleu roturier, and 

for this purpose shall have made and concluded an agreement, in writing before no- 
taries, with the seignior or proprietor of the fief or seigniory wherein the land is situate, 
his agent, attorney, or other lav^ representative, as to the value or indemnity to be 

given or paid to such seignior or proprietor, for the release of the 
«hall^fr<^Se^and ^^^^ ^^ question firom all such feudal or seigniorial dues, charges and 
from all seigniorial incimibrancei^ aficcting the same, and its commutation from the 
ens w atever. ^^jj^^ ^^ roture into the tenure enfrcmc-^deu roturier, and such 
agreement in vmting shall have been duly enregistered in the registry office of the 
county wherein the land is situate, the conmiutation of the tenure of such land or lands 
en roture into the tenure enfranc'<deu roturier^ shall, to all intents and purposes^ be 
held and taken to be perfect and accomplished, and the tenure of the said land or 
lands forever thereafter deemed and considered to be en -franjc-aleu, rotimer^ and as 
such shall accordingly be disincumbered and free of all feudal and seigniorial dues, 
charges, liabilities and incumbrances of any and every kind and description whatsoever 
for ever thereafter, as are the lands holden in free and conunon soccage in the town- 
ships in Lower Canada. 

Manner in which II. And be it enacted. That the commutation money or indemnity 
^y m^wmai^n ^ agreed upon may, if it be the option and pleasure of the parties, 
cured on the pro- remain secured, d titre de constitution de rente j d rente fonciirej or 
whereof shall'^^bo Otherwise, according to the stipulation between the parties, upon 
commuted. the land or real property, the tenure whereof shall have been so as 

aforesaid commuted, with the sam6 privilege, ex causd, and as bail" 
leur defonds, and preference thereupon, over all other hypothecary claims affecting 
the same, as such seignior or proprietor would by law be entitled to for the recovery 
of any seigniorial dues upon or arising out of such land previous to conunutation of the 
tenure thereof. 

The Boignior who HI. And be it enacted. That each and every seignior or proprie- 
commutes with res- ^ n n n • • • ^i^» • i^ -, 

pect to any lands in ^or of any fief or seigmory in this province, who, pursuant hereto, 

his fief or seignio^, shall have conunuted with respect to any land or lands in his fief or 
receiver general a seigniory, shall be held to give in to the receiver general of the 

copy of the acu, and province, in the coiu*se of the first ten days of January, next aAer 

pay 5 per cent, com- , . , . /. i . , 

mutation money. ^e conunutation, an authentic copy of the notarial agreement or 

acte of each and every such commutation that he shall during the 
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preceding year have agreed to, accompanied by an attestation on oath (which doJk 
any and every justice of the peace is, when demanded, hereby authorized and required 
to administer,) endorsed upon the same, that such notarial acte specifies the ivholo and 
sole terms upon which the commutation mentioned in it has been made, and each and 
every seignior or proprietor having so accounted for the conmoiutations vnth respect to 
any land or lands, or other real property in his fief or seigniory, shall, in confi^rmity 
thereto, be liable to pay over, on or before the first day of July next ensuing, the actual 
receipt of the sum principal agreed upon as the commutation money, (unless the same 
shall, as hereinafter provided, be remitted to him,) into the hands of the receiver gene- 
ral of the province for the public uses thereof, an amount equaj to one-twentieth o£ or 
five per cent, upon the total amount of commutation money or indemnity he shall have 
received or agreed upon as aforesaid, as the |)roportion thereof, due to the crown as 
seignior suzerain or domi?iant. 

Proprietors of ar- IV. And bo it enacted, that each and every seignior or propria- 
to give an authentic ^^^ ^f any arriire-Jief in this Province, holding under any donUnant 

copy of the acte of seignior or sciimors other than the crown, who, pursuant hereto, 
commutation, and ,„, ■,., ■»■,-■,* -s i> , 

5 per cent to tho shall have commuted vnth respect to any land m his arnere-feff 
Beignior dominant. qY^q\\ \yQ }^q\^ ^q g^yg {^ ^.^ jjjg gg^j^ seignior dominant in the course 

of the first ten days of January next after tho commutation, an authentic copy of the 
notarial agreement or acte of each and every such commutation that he shall, during 
the preceding year, have agreed to, accompanied by an attestation on oath, (v?\ncli 
oath any and every justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required to adminis- 
ter,) indorsed upon the same, that such notarial acte specifies the whole and sole terniB 
upon which the commutation mentioned in it has been made, and each and every seig- 
nior or proprietor of any such arriirefiefy having so accounted for the conunutatioDB 
with respect to any land or lands or other real property in his arrUrefief, shall, in con- 
formity thereto, be liable to pay over, on or before the first day of April then next en- 
suing, (unless the same shall have been remitted for the whole or in part to him by the 
seignior dominant^ into the hands of the said seignior dominanZy an amount equal to 
one-fifth of the total commutation money or indenmity he shall have received or agreed 
upon as aforesaid, as the proportion thereof due to the said seignior dmninant. 

Seignior dominant to V. And be it enacted, that the seignior dominant shall in like 
account to the crown •i'^ x f it ^ v/» ^-i/^^i 

for one fifth of his nianner m his t\im be liable to pay over, on or before the first day 

receipts. of July then next ensuing, (unless the same, as hereinafter mention- 

ed, shall have been remitted to him,) into the hands of the receiver general of the pro- 
vince, for the public uses thereof, an amoimt equal to one-twentieth of the total amount 
of commutation money or indemnity to which, pursuant hereto, he shall be entitled, 
or shall have agreed to receive as the proportion or amount due him as seignior domi- 
nant, and such seignior dominant shall, at or before the time of paying over such sum 
of money to the receiver general, make an attestation imder oath, (which oath any and 
every justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required to administer,) that the 
said sum of money is the one fifth of the total amount of commutation money or in- 
demnity, by him received or agreed upon as such seignior dominant : Provided always, 
Proviso. that nothing in this and the next preceding section shall extend or 
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be construed to extend to prevent any seignior or proprietor of any arriirefirf^ boMii^ 
under any other seigniory, to make and conclude an agreement in writing before no- 
taries with his said seignior dominant, for the total extinction of all feudal and seig- 
niorial dues, charges and incumbrances affecting the same, and belonging to such seig- 
nior dominant y previous to commutation by him with his own censitaires, and to agree 
and stipulate for the payment of a certain fixed sum, and for a rente consttiuie or rente 
Jbnciere, or otherwise, as the commutation money or indemnity to such seignior domi- 
nant for all his rights and title therein ; and such seignior dominant shall, on receipt 
of such sum of money so agreed upon and stipulated for, be held to pay over to the 
receiver general the one-twentieth part thereof at the same time, with the same formali- 
ties and with the same attestation on oath as hereinbefore mentioned and required :— 
I*">^iso Provided always, that in all cases of immediate payment by the 

seignior servant to the seignior dominant, for the commutation agreed upon between 
them, or for the one-fifth part of the consideration of any commutation between the 
seignior servant and his censitaires, the eeignior servant shall, in the manner hereinafter 
provided in the like case as to censitaires, deposit the amount coming to the seignior 
dominant in the office of the prothonotary, and with the like observances, and that the 
same proceedings shall be had thereupon, as is in that case by this act required, with 
the view of saving the rights of third parties, and with the like effects as respects the 
land, the tenure of which shall have been commuted. 

Penalty on refusal VI. And be it enacted, that any seignior or proprietor of a seig- 
with the precedmg niory having commuted, who shall neglect or reftise to transmit an 
^ofi^oTkB, authentic copy or copies of the notarial agreement or agreements 

of any such commutation or commutations as aforesaid, within the appointed time ac- 
cording to the requirentents of this act, shall, for evey such neglect or reftisal, forfeit 
to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, double the smn which by reason of any and 
every such commutation, he would, according to this act, be liable for. 

The governor may VII. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the governor, 
d^the^ro^^"^ ^^ person administenng the government of the province for the 
time being, to remit, in all cases of commutation effected under this act, if to encourage 
and facilitate the commutation hereby intended he shall see fit, the proportion herein- 
above fixed as the indemnity which by reason of such commutation will be payable,, 
and may be claimed on the part of the crown ; and in like manner it shall be lawftd, if 
he see fit, whether in consideration of the loss or disuse of any seigniorial rights from 
whatsoever cause, formerly appertaining to fiefe and seigniories in Lower-Canada, or 
solely with a view to ease, expedite and promote the commutation intended by this 
act, to abandon and give up to any seignior or proprietor of any such fief or seigniory, 
desirous of promoting a commutation of the tenure of lands within his fief or seignio- 
ry, all claim to and every indemnity as aforesaid, coming to, or that might be due or 
claimed on the part of the crown, or to accept of a smaller proportion than that here- 
inabove (in the third section) mentioned as the indemnity to the crown on such com- 
mutations, and such indemnity being abandoned and given up, or the sum determined 
and fixed as the indemnity to the crown, being paid into the treasury of the province,^ 

q2 
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the seignior or proprietor in whose favor such abandonment shall have been made, or 
who shall have paid such indenmity, shall thereafter, in all time to come, be free to 
commute for any and all lands within his fief or seigniory, without being therefor, or ib 
respect to the same, in any manner accoimtable to the crown. 



Commutation mo- VIII. And be it enacted. That all monies arising from the corn- 
able property. * niutation of the tenure of any land under this act, whether the same 

be paid to the seignior as aforesaid, or remain as the principal of 
a rente constituee or 7'entcfonciire, or otherwise, shall be held to be immoveable pro- 
perty by fiction of law, and deemed to be propre belonging to any party, to whom the 
seigniory in which such land is situate shall hepropref and shall accordingly be subject 
to investment, and being so invested bandjide with a proper declaration oiremploi, 
shall be substituted for the rights they represent, and shall have the same desdnation 
as such rights would have had. 



Preamble. IX. And whereas it is expedient, in the case where the censUcdre 

commuting for the tenure of any such land en rature into the tenure 

en franc-^ileu roturier, shall prefer making immediate payment of the commutatian 

money or indemnity agreeed to be given to the seignior or proprietor aforesaid of the 

fief or seigniory wherein the land is situate, to provide that due and reasonable notice 

of the commutation be given, to the end that all concerned, whose interests might in 

any wise be thereby prejudiced or affected, may avail themselves of such notice, and 

, , . , take their recourse accordinely ; be it therefore enacted, that the 

Indemmty agreed _ -,*^''.. ,.. ,.,. 

upon to be deposited anaount agreed upon by the censttaire and seigraor, as the mdemmtj 

in the office of tho iq qj^q^ seiffnior for the commutation of tenure as aforesaid, of any 

prothonotary to . , ... 

abide the judgment land en roture in his fief or seigniory into the tenure en franc-al&t 

of the court. roturier, shall, when to be paid, be, at the diligence of the censUaxfe 

or land-owner deposited within thirty days next after the day of commutation, together 
vrith an authentic copy of the notarial agreement or instrument in writing reladflg 
thereto, in the office of the prothonotary of the court of Queen's bench for the district 
wherein the land is situate, (and of which deposit it shall be the duty of the prothono- 
tary to grant him acte), there to abide the order or judgment of the court disposing 
thereof, in case any hypothecary claim or claims affecting the same shall arise and be 

presented before the said court : provided always, that such seignior 
or proprietor may be allowed to take up and retain the said com- 
mutation money or indemnity so deposited, on giving a bond (and for the taking of 

which bond the prothonotary shall be entitled to a fee of one shil- 
oiary ee. ^.^^ ^^^ three pence, and no more,) or security to the satisfacticm 
of any one of the judges of the said court, that the amoimt will, within twenty days 
next after the rendering of any order or judgment by the said court, (whether notice 
of such order or judgment be or be not served upon or given him, directing the distri- 
bution and payment thereof to any hypothecary claimant|or claimants upon the same^ 
be forthcoming and repaid into the prothonotary's office, to be disposed of according 
10 such order or judgment. 



?\ 



I. 
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Prothonotary to X. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the prothono- 
muteSon, in gazette ^^^7 ^^ cause notice to be given three times at least in the course of 
and other newspa- the four months next after the day of such deposit aforesaid, in the 
me court. english and french languages, in the gazette and in some other 

newspaper or newspapers to be named by the court, or any of the 
judges thereof, printed in the district wherein the land commuted is situate, of such 
commutation ; and by criie or proclamation as in the case ofdecrSt or sheriiF's sale 
three times during the aforesaid term, at the church-door of the parish wherein as 
aforesaid such land is situate, immediately after the issue of the divine service thereat 
in the forenoon and if there be no church, then at the most public place in the sei- 
gniory, designating the land or lands or other real property, and requiring all persons 
having any hypothecary claim or claims that may any vnse, affect such commutation 
money or indemnity, to present and fyle the same at his office within the fifteen days 
after the expiration of the said four months notice, to the end that the same be taken 
in consideration by the court and disposed of in due course of law ; and that in default 
of presenting and fyling the same within the appointed time, all such claims will there- 
after be foreclosed ; and accordingly all claims that might by law in any wise have 
affected such commutation money or indemnity, that shall not be presented within the 
time appointed, shall be foreclosed, and those presented collocated for payment 
according to their order of priority or pri^dlege, by judgment of the court, and be paid 
from and out of the said amount of commutation money, in so far as the same shall 
suffice therefor. 

Fee of prothono- XI. And be it enacted. That for the fyling of such notarial agree- 
m^t and for eriie- roe^t or instrument in writing, the prothonotary shall be entitled to 
gistering the same, the fee of one shilling and no more, and for enregistering the same 

in a register parcuphiy (which it shall be his duty to keep for the 
purpose), at the rate of three pence per hundred words, and no more, and at the 
same rate for certified copies thereof; and to which re^ster any and every person 
requiring it shall at all times, during office hours, have access gratis ; and that the said 
fee and charges, and all costs and expenses of printing pursuant hereto, shall be taxed 
in each case at the lowest rate at which, consistently with justice, the same can be 
fixed, by some one or more of the judges of the said court before whom the proceeding 
is pending, and shall be defrayed by the parties commuting in equal propor- 
tions, imless it shall be otherwise stipulated by and between themselves in the acte 
or agreement of commutation ; but that all costs and charges upon, or incidental to, 
any claim upon such commutation money or indemnity, shall be at the expense of the 
claimant or of the seignior or proprietor having commuted as aforesaid, as to justice it 
shall appertain, and by the court seized of the case it shall be awarded. 

If no hypothecary XII. And be it enacted. That if no hypothecary claim as aforesaid 
memorandium there- ^®» pursuant to the notice hereinbefore required to be given, pro- 
of shall be entered sented and fyled within the appointed time, a memorandum to that 
a^ the bond given effect, shall be entered upon the aforesaid register to be kept for the 
V *^® f®^S?^°^ ^^' . purpose, and the bond g^ven as aforesaid (when such may have 

been the case) by such seignior or proprietor, shall be discharged 
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and deemed cancelled, and a memorandum to that effect be accordingly indorsed upen 
the same by the prothonotary, and be in like manner entered upon the aforesaid re- 
gister and the proceeding shall thereby be closed ; and it also shall be the duty of the 
prothonotary to pay all monies that, by any order or judgment of court in any case 
within the meaning and provisions of this act, shall be directed to be paid to aig 
claimant, and to take the necessary receipts and discharges therefor, making mentiot 
of the same on the said register, and of the respective dates thereof, for future refe- 
rence thereunto in case of need, and for which service he shall be entitled to such com- 
pensation as shall be allowed by the court. 

After the filing of XIII. And be it enacted, that from and after the filing as afcw- 

notarial agreement •jx» i_^«i ^ •,. ^ * r^ 3 3 

and deposit of com- ^^^" ^* ^'^^'^ notarial agreement or instrument m writing, and defpo- 

mutation money, sit of the commutation money or indemnity agreed upon as afore- 
ehall not be subject ^^^ ^^ ^^® office of the prothonotary, the actual, and every future 
to any hypothecary owner (detenteur) of such land, the tenure whereof shall have been 
aeignior. ^o commuted, and in like manner the land also, shall thenceforward 

for ever cease to be liable or subject to any hopothecary claim of 
any and every description, created or caused by the seignior or proprietor of the seig- 
niory wherein such land is situate, or by any of his aiUeurs or predecessors having 
owned such seigniory. 

Redemption of rente XIV. And be it enacted, that whenever any rente canstUiUe or 
be* deposited^ in ^^w^^/<^^^^^^ created under this act between seignior and seignior, 
court. or between seignior and censitaire^ shall be redeemed by actual pay- 

ment, whether by operation of law and in a compulsory manner, or by mutual agree- 
ment, as the case may be, such redemption shall become subject to the same deposit of 
the price or principal thereof in the court of Queen's Bench as hereinbefore provided 
to protect the rights of third parties, and the same proceeding shall be had thereon at 
the diligence of the person having to pay the said price or principal : provided always, 
Proviso. that such rente constituee or rente fonciire shall be considered in 

matters of succession, and in judicial proceedings, and to all other intents and purpo- 
ses whatever, as being a territorial right attached to the domain of the seigniory, to the 
seignior or proprietor of which it is payable, and shall not be liable to be transferred, 
seized, sold, alienated, hypothecated or mortgaged apart from the said seigniory, but 
shall form part of the same, and shall also be transferred, seized, sold, alienated, hypo- 
thecated, mortgaged and otherwise legally dealt with, along with the said seigniory, 
and the register to be kept by the seigniors as hereinafter mentioned shall be considered 
as one of the titles of the said seigniory. 

BeUgious communi- XV. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the several 

ties m Lower-Oana- ,. . i • .• 1 . . . ^ ^ , , , 

da, may invest sums reUgious or ecclesiastical commumUes in Lower-Canada, holding in 

of money accruing mortmain fiefe and seigniories therein, to invest from time to time. 

to tnem irom any -l i_ n i: • 1 -i 

commutation, as they shall see ht, in any lands or tenements in this province, or 

in any public or private securities ip the United Kingdom or in 

this province, which they shall deem the most advisable or advantageous to their res- 
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pective communities or corporations, every sum or sums of money that may accrue 
to them from any commutation made in pursuance of shis act 

Any renie constitute XVI. And be it enacted, that any rent constituted (rente cons- 

as consideration for • > \ \ •!•/» i • 

the commutation ^'^tute) as the consideration for such commutation as aforesaid, shall 

inay be redeemed y^^ redeemed at the option of the land owner, by one payment, or 
DV the owner, sub- i • i« ' j r j ^ 

ject to the require- as agreed Upon, including all arrears, in cases where the seignior has 

ments of this sec- ^^ right of alienating such rent, and observing the formalities and 

requirements hereinbefore mentioned with respect to the ready 
payment for the liberation of all hypothecary claims ; but if the seigniory be entailed 
(jfubstituee) or held in mortmain, or by a corporation, or the commutation be made on 
the part of the seignior, by a tutor, curator, or administrator, the rent and arrears only 
shall be received, and the principal sum shall only become payable in the cases by law 
provided, or when the party. to whom the rent is payable shall have power of alienat- 
ing the seigniory wherein it may be due : provided always, that in all cases where the 
party with whom, as the seignior or representative of the seignior, the commutation is 
effected, shall not have the power of alienating any seigniorial right commuted, the 
commutation of such right shall be made for an annual rent, and not for a sum payable 
at once. 

Commutation of any XVII. And be it enacted, that the commutatioii of any seignio- 
be l^wmipanied *by ^ial right held in mortmain, or by any corporation, shall be accom- 
tbe same Tormalities panied by the same formalities as the alienation of any immoveable 
any immoveable property of the same party, would be ; and tutors, curators, and ad- 
property, ministrators of any kind, shall be thereunto authorized, in the manner 
required by law to enable them to alienate the real property of the parties they repre- 
sent ; and the owners and possessors of any entailed seigniorial rights, the absolute 
property whereof is entailed on their children or descendants, bom or to be bom, or 
on ibe children or descendants, bom or to be bom of their collateral relatives, descen- 
dants of the party by whom the entail was created, or on other persons bom or to be 
bom, may commute such rights on an advice of relatives (avis de parens) duly homolo- 
gated according to law ; but if the absolute property of such rights be entailed on per- 
sons not descendants of the then possessor, then no such commutation shall be effected 
without the consent of a curator to the entail duly appointed in the usual form : provi- 
Froviso. vided that in all cases mentioned in this section the commutatioii 
shall be made for an annual rent, and not otherwise. 

Penalty to which XVIII. And be it enacted. That any person or persons repre- 
pl^^n "holing ^n senting any party holding in mortmain or any corporation, and any 
mortmain or any tu- tutor, curator or administrator, or the possessor of an entailed estate, 
^ndJmned"kfcer^ who shall on account of any such commutation coUusively receive 
tain cases. for his or her advantage, or for that of any third party, any sum of 

money, promise or valuable consideration, over and above the rent stipulated, and any 
seignior in possession who, in effecting any such commutation shall have assumed to 
aHenate rights with regard to which he has no power of aHenation, and shall under 
such pretance have received any principal sum tor suoh tomouUlion, when in &ct 
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Buch principal sum ought to have been received by some other party or converted into 
annual rent, such person or seignior may, on being legally convicted of such offence 
before any court of competent jurisdiction, be condemned to pay a penalty equal to 
double the amount which he shall have so received coUusively imder such false pre- 
tence, and any possessor of any land en roture or censitaire, who shall coUusively pay 
to any such person or seignior any sum of money in order to obtain any such commu- 
tation, as aforesaid, with intent to defraud any other party, may be condemned to a pe- 
nalty equal to double the sum so received to be imposed in like manner by the court 
before whom such offender shall have been convicted. 

Directors of any XIX. And be it enacted. That the directors and principals of any 

community or cor- . • i -i i« ^ • ^ • ^i n 

T)or{ition, and other, community or corporation holdmg estates m mortmain, and all cu- 
fihall iHko necessary rators, tutors and administrators, and all possessors of entailed 

measure for the con- i n i i i i i, 

ficrvaiion of any ©States, shall be bound to take all necessary precautionary measures 
reut^, m which the {q^ the conservation of any such rents as aforesaid in which the par- 

pailies they repre- . _ / . -, -, - /• i 

sent may be inte- ^i^s they represent may be interested ; and in any case oi compul- 
^^^^^' sory redemption of such rent, shall be bound within one year there- 

after to reinvest the principal sum in a secure and profitable manner, for the benefit of 
the corporation or persons therein interested. 

When a commu- XX. And be it enacted. That whenever any such commutation 
tation shall have i „ , , , i, i i __ i • t -^ 

taken place, all ar- Shall have taken place, all arrears due on the property to which it 

rears due on the relates, shall be held to be commuted and extinguished, unless the 
muted and extin- contrary be stipulated ; and in the case last mentioned, or where 

guished, unless tlie g^jh arrears shall be valued apart, or shall remain as a charge 
conti*ary be stipula- f i n i .3 

ted. upon the property, the precise amount shall be ascertained 

and mentioned in the deed of commutation ; but no such ar- 
rangement shall affect any arrears on any other property held by 
Proviso. the same party : Provided also, that when any such commutation 

shall be affected on a part only of any land en roture or grant, a proportionate part of 
the arrears due on the whole, shall be held to be commuted and extinguished : 

Provided further, that when a part only of any such land en roture 
Proviso. • 

or grant shall be so commuted, the seigniorial charges and dues on 

the part uncommuted shall be proportionally reduced. 

Proviso— Nothing XXI. Provided also and be it enacted. That nothing in this act 
any commutations contained shall extend to affect any commutation of tenure efifected 

effected by eccle- in any seignioiy held by the ecclesiastics of the seminary of Saint 
Biastics of Saint Sul- o 1 • i i n* • i 1 1 i/» t 1 .11 

pice. bmpice, under the ordinance m that behalf made and provided. 

Commutation to XXII. And be it enacted, That no commutation shall be eflfected 
be in all cases full « ^ -i c ^^ » * * i ' -t^ m ^ 1 

and perfect. *^^ ^ P^^ ^"v ^^ ^"® seignional rights affecting any property ; but 

such commutation shall be in all cases full and perfect, so as to pro- 
duce a change of tenure as aforesaid. 

Extinguishment of XXIII. Provided always and be it enacted. That in cases where 

the parties, seigmor and censUatre, may, without intending commu- 
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tation of the tenure of any such land, be desirous only of transactmg for the extinguish- 
ment oflods et ventes upon all future sales or mutations thereof, and of liberating such 
land from the liability therefor in time to come,' it shall be lawful for them so to do, 
and to agree and stipulate, by acte before notaries in this behalf, as they may be advised 
and think proper, the requirements of this act, for preserving the right of others when 
payment of the indemnity or composition money agreed upon is made, being always 
duly observed. 

Persons holding XXIV. And be it enacted. That those who hold in mortmain, 
raSns 'tutorr°^° ^^^ corporations, tutors, curators and administrators, possessing pro- 
who possess proper- perty held en roture, the tenure whereof may be commuted with 
commute by^pavin^ advantage to those whom they represent, may effect such commu- 
consideration out of tation by paying the consideration out of the monies of those whom 
whom they repre- ^^7 represent, or may validly bind thenl to the payment of the 
sent, &c. rent stipulated in the deed of commutation, provided they observe 

the formalities required by law in the alienation of the property of such parties holding 
in mortmain or corporations, or of those whose rights such tutors, curators or adminis- 
trators lepresent. 

Seiguior shall keep XXV. And be it enacted. That the seignior shall keep a regis- 
^^*^^ ' ter, in which shall be entered at full length, all deeds of commuta- 

tion, and all receipts for principal sums received for the redemption 
of any rent constituted, as the consideration of any commutation, and all judgments 

relating to any such commutation, with a proper index ; and such 
to bS. persons.*^ re^ster shall be open to all persons at all seasonable times ; and the 

seignior, or the person in whose keeping such register shall be, may 
demand six pence currency for each commimication of any such register ; and copies 
of all entries in such re^sters shall be delivered to any party interested, by the sei- 
gnior or his agent, on payment of three pence currency, for each hundred words ; 
and such register shall be held to be a public memorial made for the common 
benefit of the seignior and his censitaires, and placed in the keeping of the seignior. 

Accounting clause. XXVI. And be it enacted. That all monies paid to the receiver 
general under the authority of this act, shall form part of the consolidated revenue 
ftindof this province, and shall be accounted for to Her Majesty, her heirs and suc- 
cessors, through the lords commissioners of Her Majesty's treasury for the time being, 
in such manner and form as Her Majesty, her heirs and successors shall be pleased 
to direct. 
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ANNO DECIMO ET UNDECIMO VICTORIA REGIN^. 

CAP. CXI. 

An act to facilitate commutation of the tenure of lands en roture, in the Queen's 
domain, into that of free and common soccage, and to avoid the unnecessary 
delays and expense heretofore incidental to such commutations. 

[Reserved for the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure, 28th July 1847. — The 
royal assent given by Her Majesty in council, on the 30th October 1847 ; and 
proclamation made thereof by His Excellency James, Earl of Slgin amd 
Kincardine, in the Canada GuzetU of the 11th December 1847.] 

Preamble. ^^ HERE AS the process heretofore followed in commuting the 

•" tenure of land, held d litre de cens or en roture, of the Crown in 
Lower Canada, into the teniure in free and common soccage, pursuant to an act of the 
Imperial Parliament, psussed in the third year of the reign of His late Majesty King 

I • 1 A t 3 ^^^^S® ^^® Fourth, intituled : " An act to regulate the trade of 
Geo. 4, c. 119, re- " Lower and Upper Canada, and for other purposes relating to the 
^^^^* ** said provinces," has been found, by reason of the various refer- 

ences to the different public functionaries whose ministry it has been in such cases cus- 
tomary to require, exceedingly dilatory, expensive and onerous, insomuch as to be an 
obstacle to the commutation of tenure which by the said act it was intended to pro- 
mote ; to remedy all which, and to facilitate the working of the said act, by intro- 
ducing a summary and less expensive process of commutation than heretofore practised: 
be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and vnth the advice and con- 
sent of the legislative council and of the legislative assembly of the province of Canada, 
constituted and assembled by virtue of and under the authority of an act passed in the 
parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Lreland, intituled : " An act 
" to reimite the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the government of 
** Canada," audit is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that whenever, pur- 
. suant to the aforesaid act, passed in the third year of the reign of 

of commuting, may His late Majesty King George the Fourth, by the Imperial Parlia- 

apply to the proper ment, intituled : " An act to reffulate the trade of the provinces of 

local agent, stating , 

certain particulars, " Lower and Upper Canada, and for other purposes relating to the 

exhibiting titles,&c. « g^^^ provinces," any person holding land, real or immoveable pro- 
perty d titre de cens et rentes^ vnthin the censive of any fief or seigniory of Her Ma- 
jesty in this province, or in any of the estates of the late Order of Jesuits, shall be de- 
sirous to obtain a release from Her Majesty of all feudal or seigniorial rights arising 
therefrom, and to commute the tenure of such land, real or immoveable property, 
from that en roture into free and common soccage, and shall apply for this purpose to 
the officer or agent thereimto as hereinafter mentioned, specially appointed and au- 
thorized by the governor or person administering the government of the province for 
the time being, onthe partof the crovni, for the fief or seigniory in which such land, 
real or immoveable property is situate, setting forth in his application by writing the 
description, according to his titles, of the land, real or immoveable property, t^e te- 
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And paying the nure whereof he is desirous of commuting, exhibiting also there- 
«ommution money, •^■i i • .^i t . * n ^ « , 

paying or eecurino', With his titles, and requesting commutation of the tenure of such 

^^' land, real or immoveable property, and shall have made payment 

of the sum that shall have been mutually agreed upon by such officer 
or agent on the part of the crown and the applicant, as the commutation fine, Indem- 
nity or consideration in that behalf, to be paid to Her Majesty on tlie intended com- 
mutation, or that shall have been fixed, ascertained and determined in the manner 
hereinafter provided, and have also duly paid or secured the payment of all aiTears of 
seigniorial rights, dues and duties which he, she or they owed or may owe Her Ma- 
jesty thereupon, or wdth which the said land, real or immoveable property in respect 
whereof such commutation, release and extinguishment may be sought or required, had 

Such aeent to ex- ^®®^» ^^ ^^ ™^y ^^®^ ^® chargeable in favor of Her Majesty, such 
ecute a deed com- officer or agent shall be and he is hereby authorized to execute a 
mutmg the tenure, release ^y cu;te duly executed before notaries as neaily as may be 

in the form prescribed in the schedule of this act (and for which the notary shall be en- 
titled to a fee of twenty shillings and no more from the applicant), in the name of Her 
Majesty, of the said land or real property, from all feudal or seigniorial rights, dues 
and incumbrances arising and accruing thereupon to Her Majesty by reason of the te- 
nure thereof a titre de cens et rentes or en roture, declaring also the tenure of the said 
Effect of such ^^^^ ^^ ^® ^^ virtue of such for ever thereafter commuted into that of 
deed. free and common soccage, and which release and acU or deed of 

commutation shall be deemed, held and taken, to be to all intents and pmposes, tan- 
tamount and equivalent to a grant of such land from Her Majesty, her heirs and succes- 
sors, as provided by the above recited act of the imperial parliament of the third year 
of the reign of His late Majesty George the Fourth, and the commutation of tenure of 
the said land or real property shall thereby be perfect and accomplished, and the land 
to which such commutation shall relate be for ever thereafter held in firee and common 
soccage, according to the true intent and meaning of the said act. 



Governor to ap- H. And be it enacted, that the governor, or person administering 
md^m^rmlirfor ^^® government for the time being, shall have power to nominate 
their guidance, &^. and appoint in and for each and every fief ^nd seigniory in this 
province, appertaining to Her Majesty, a fit and proper person to be agent for the 
purposes of this act, and to give such directions for his or their guidance in the perform- 
ances of his or their duties respectively imder this act, as by and with the advice of Her 
Majesty's executive council he shall deem expedient and conducive to the purposes 
thereof. 



Fees to bo taken IH. And be it enacted, that for all the duties which any such offi- 
by sue agents. ^ ^^ ^^ agent on the part of the crown shall perform with respect to 
any such commutation, he shall be entitled to a fee of thirty shillings currency, and no 
more, from the person or party applying for the oommutation, but for whom he shall 
not in any case of commutation act as agent. 

r2 
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Rates of commu- IV. And be it enacted, that the commutation fhie, indemnity and 

consideration to be paid by any censitairej person, body politic or 
corporate for such commutation, release and extinguishment with regard to his or their 
land, real or immoveable property situate within any fief or seigniory appertaining to 
Her Majesty, shall be at and after the rates following, that is to say : that the said 

Cens et rentes. commutation of all cens et rentes within all and every the said ^e& 
and seigniories shall be had and obtained on the payment of such capital or sum of 
money, as the said cens et rentes reckoned at the legal rate of interest shall or may re- 

LoJs et ventes. present; that the said commutation of the droit dc lods et ventes 
upon or in respect of any lot, piece or parcel of land in any such fief or seigniory, in- 
. , eluded in whole or in part in the city of Quebec, the town of Three 

Rivers or William Rivers or in the borough of William Henry, having buildings upon 
"^^^^' it, and being with such buildings of the value (rf five hundred pounds 

currency, or upwards, shall be had and obtained for and during the first seven years 
which shall elapse after the passing of this act, upon payment of not more than one 
twentieth part of the value of such lot, ])iece or parcel of land and buildings, and at 
any time at and after the expiration of seven years subsequent to the passing of this act, 
and before the expiration of fourteen years fi-om the said time, upon payment of not 
more than one eighteenth part of the value of such lot, piece or parcel of land and 
buildings, and at any time after the expiration of fourteen years from the said time 
upon payment of not more than one sixteenth part of the value of such lot, piece or 
parcel of land and buildings ; and that the said commutation of the said droit de lods et 
ventes upon or in respect of any lot, piece or parcel of land in any such fief or seigniory 
whereupon there may be buildings of which the value shall be less than five hundred 
pounds and more than one hundred poimds currency, shall be had and obtained during 
the first period above mentioned of seven years after the passing of this act, upon pay- 
ment of not more than one sixth part of the value of such lot, piece or parcel of land 
and buildings, and at any time after the expiration of the said seven years subsequent 
to the passing of this act, and before the expiration of fourteen years from the said 
time, upon payment of not more than one fourteenth part of the value of such lot, piece 
or parcel of laud and buildings ; and at any time afi:er the expiration of the fourteen 
years from the said time, upon payment of not more than one twelfth pait of the value 
of such lot, piece or parcel of land and buildings; that the said conunutation of the said 
droit de lods et ventes upon, for or in respect of any lot, piece or parcel of land situate 

In other places. in any of Her Majesty's fiefe or seigniories, and without the limits 
of the said city of Quebec, town of Three Rivers or borough of William Henry, or &r 
or in respect of any lot, piece or parcel of land within the said city of Quebec, tovm of 
Three Rivers or borough of William Henry, upon which there shall be no buildings 
of the value of one hundred pounds, shall be had and obtained for and during the said 
first period of seven years after the passing of this act, upon payment of not more than 
one twelfth part of the value thereof, and at any time after the expiration of this period 
of seven years subsequently to the passing hereof, and before the expiration of fourteen 
years from the said time, upon payment of not more than one tenth part of the said 
value ; and at any time after the expiration of fourteen years from the said time, o« 
the payment of not more than one eighth part of the value of such lot^ piece or paro^ 
of land or buildings. 
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If the agent and tho y. And be it enacted, that in all cases where the said officer or 

proprietor cannot _ i « >, . . 

agree, the value of agent on the part ot the crown and any of the censUaires of Her 

^property to be Majesty, or other person or persons, body corporate or politic so re- 
quiring a commutation, release and extinguishment in manner afore- 
said, of and from all droits de lods et ventes, cens et rentes, and all other feudal or seig- 
niorial burthens to which any land or immoveable property, he or they respectively 
"may hold in any fief or seigniory appertaining to Her Majesty may be subject, shall not 
by voluntary agreement settle and determine the value of any such lots, pieces or par- 
cels of land and property with' reference to which the said price, consideration money 
and indemnity according to the rates hereinbefore established shall be reckoned, ^ch 
value thereof shall be fixed, ascertained and determined by the award of arbitrators 
Mode of appointing in manner following, that is to say : the said agent shall, on behalf 
ar itrators. ^^ jj^^ Majesty, nominate an arbitrator, being an indifferent and 

disinterested person, and the said censitaire, person or persons, or body corporate or 
politic, respectively, shall and may on his or their behalf also nominate and appoint one 
other arbitrator, being also an indifferent and disinterested person, and the court of 
Queen's Bench for the district, in term, or any two judges thereof in vacation, upon a 
petition or summaiy application to it or them made in that behalf, shall and may no- 
minate one other arbitrator, being also an indifferent and disinterested person, which 
Proceedings of arbi- said three arbitrators, after having been previously sworn before 

any one of the justices of the said court of Queen's Bench (who is 
hereby authorized to administer such oath) well, truly and honestly to execute the trust 
and duty of arbitrators as aforesaid, and afler notice to the parties respectively of the 
time and place of their meeting, shall proceed to fix, ascertain and determine the value 
of the lots, pieces or parcels of land and property in respect whereof such commuta- 
tion, release and extinguishment shall be required : Provided always, that the costs and 
Costs of arbitration expenses of such arbitration, which shall not in any case exceed 
whom paid^ *^®^ pounds currency, shall be borne by the parties in equal shares, 

and that the arbitrament and award c^ the said arbitrators to be na- 
med and appointed as aforesaid, or any two of them, in and respecting the premises, 
Award of two arbi- shall be final, and the same shall be duly returned into,filed and en- 
rolled in the said court of Queen's Bench for the district, and shall 
by such court be duly confirmed, and for the filing thereof the prothonotary shall be 
Filing of award. entitled to a fee of two shillings and six pence, and for enrolling the 
same in a register to be kept for the purpose, at the rate of six pence per hundred 
words. 

All seigniorial rights VI. And be it enacted, that from and afler the voluntary settle- 
to be extinguished ,. /» • n t . i . i . 

after payment of ^lent or adjustment as aforesaid, touchmg the said commutation fine, 

commutation or de- price, consideration money and indemnity, and payment thereof 
claration of opUon . , ^ . .•', ^•^ f -, 

that the same form (^r tender ot the same) to the proper officer, reckoned according 
the capital of a rente to such award in that behalf, or from and afler a declaration sieni- 

cotustdtUe, and the ^ J * i» i_ • . i. .1 -j -. - 

execution of the "®^ to the agent 01 such seigmory, by the said censUaire, pei-son or 
deed of i-elcase. persons, body politic or corporate, of his, her or their option, that 

such commutation fine, price, consideration money and indemnity, mutually agreed 
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Upon, as aforesaid, or reckoned according to such award, fihaU be and remain upon and 
charge and af&ct such lot, piece or parcel of land and property at and far a redeemable 
quit rent (d rente constituie et radietalfle) in manner aforesaid, and executiovi ccmfonn- 
ably thereto of the release by acte before notary as hereinabore provided, all and eTCij 
the drfAts de cens et rentes, lods ct ventes, droit de banaiite de tnoulin, droit de retrcdty 
exhibUictn de titres, and all ether feudal or seigniorial rights whatever of Her Majesty 
upon, for or in respect of the lot, piece or parcel of land or property, as to, and conoem- 
ing which such commutation, release and extinguishment may be sought and required, 
shall accordingly be and bo held to be taken and considered for ever connnated, le- 
leased and extinguished ; and such lot, piece or parcel of land shall be hoIJen and be 
deemed and considered as hoi den thenceforth, for ever, by the tenure of fiee and com- 
mon soccage according to the above recited act of the Imperial Parliament, anddiall 
• never again be granted, surrendered or holden by any seigniorial or feudal tennre 
Tro\Uo; saving of whatsoever: Pro\'ided always, that nothing hereinbefore contaiDed 
crown, for commu- shall extend or be construed to extend to dischai^ the lots, pieces 
tation raoney, &c. or parcels of land, the tenure whereof may be so converted into 
that of free and common soccage, from the rights, hypothecs, privileges, reservaticHis 
demands of Her Majesty, charged in and upon the same for the security and recovery 
of the commutation fine, price, consideration money and indemnity, which, by reason 
of the adjustment with the censilaire, or person or corporation who required such com- 
mutation, release and extinguishment, may remain as a charge and incumbrance on 
such laud or property at a redeemable quit rent as aforesaid, (for the security and reco- 
very of which commutation fine, price, consideration money and indenmity. Her !M»- 
Priority of 6ucli by- jesty shall have the same legal recourse, privilege and priority d 
^^^ ^^' hypothec as Her Majesty would have had for any right extinguished 

by such commutation, or for the security and recovery of any arrears of seigniorial 
dues accrued before such commutation, release and extinguishment may have been re- 
Rcmcdies Baved to quired) or in any wise to destroy, alter or afiect the remedies and 
crown. recourse at law which Her Majesty, her heirs and successors migbt 

lawfully have had or have taken for the recovery of the same if such commutation, re- 
lease and extinguishment had not been made and obtained, but that all and every the 
lawful rights, hypotheques, privileges, actions, demands, recourse and remedies in that 
behalf of Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, be and the same are hereby saved 
and maintained. 

UBteotlodsetventes VII. And be it enacted. That there shall not, for arrears oflod^ 
mUod^ ^ "^° ^' ^^ ventes accrued and due to Her Majesty at the time of the pass- 
ing hereof, or hereafter to become due according to law for each 
mutation in the ovniership of any lands and tenements situate 
In Quebec. within the city of Quebec, and of which, with the buildings thereon 

erected, the value shall be or exceed the sum of five hundred pounds, be demanded or 
exacted more than one twentieth of the price and consideration for each sale or con- 
veyance of any such lands and tenements; nor for each and every mutation in the 

ownership of any lands or tenements in any censive of the crown 
®^' out of the limits of the said city, shall there be exacted or demanded 
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-' moie than one sixteenth part of the price and consideration of the sale and conveyance 

•^ of such last mentioned lands and tenements ; nor for each and every mutation in 

- ownership in any lands or tenements situate within the limits of the said city of 

^- Quebec, of which with the buildings thereon erected the value shall be less than five 

' hundred pounds currency, shall the?e be exacted or demanded more than one sixteenth 

^ part of the price and consideration for each sale or conveyance thereof; and further, 

r that all and every such arrears of lods et vcntes accrued and due 

the ^B^enTofl^ within the said city to Her Majesty at the time of the passing of this 

et vaues in Quebec, act, according to the respective rates aforesaid, shall not be demand- 
exceeding £40. ri r» • *.! n 

able from any person or persons owing the same personally, or 

hypothecarily, nor shall any such person or persons indebted as aforesaid to a greater 
amoimt than forty pounds cuiTency be compellable to pay the same, except within 
seven years from the day when this act shall come into effect, in seven equal and annual 

instalments : Provided always, that in default of any person or per- 
fault in payment of ^^^^ ^^ V^J ^"^7 instalment or instalments after the same shall 
instalments. become due, the whole of such arrears of lods et ventcs, according 

to the rates aforesaid, or the remaining unpaid instalments thereof, shall become and 
be immediately payable to, and demandable on the part of Her Majesty by the proper 
officer, from the person or persons who shall owe the same. 

Commutation mo- VIII. And be it enacted. That all monies arising from commu- 
nies to form a sepa- ^ . , . i n . i ^'^ ^ n -, 

rate fund : accounts Nations pursuant to this act shall go to and constitute a separate fund 

to be laid before the to be called " The Commutation of Tenures Fund" (those arisinff 

le'^slatuT'c _ 

*^ ' from the Jesuits Estates being kept always apart and distinct) and 

accounted for, and funded in such manner as may be provided ; and that an annual 
report of all such commutions in detail shall annually be laid before both houses of the 
legislature at each session thereof, and that the first report shall be made at the now 
next ensuing session of the same. 

Lands commuted IX. And be it enacted, That all lands, real and immoveable pro- 
mon soccage to be P^^y> ^^^ tenure of which shall have been so as aforesaid commuted 

eubject to the same under this act, or any other law in force in this province, into the 
provisions of 'law . « , ^ ■,■,•» \ • i i 

m certain cases as if tenure m free and common soccage, shall be subject to the laws 

held in fraTic-aleu heretofore in force in that part of the province formerly Lower 

Canada with respect to testamentary dispositions, and to the grant, 

bargain, sale, alienation, conveyance, disposal of, and descent of lands therein, and to 

the partitioning thereof among co-heirs, when the same are not devised by last will 

and testament, dower and other rights of married women in such lands, in the same 

manner and to all intents and purposes as if held enfranc-aleu roturier ; any law 

heretofore to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

Rights of the X. And be it enacted. That nothing herein contained shall apply 
pMties not to be ^ ^^ ^^ affect, or be construed to affect in any manner the rights of Her 
fected, unless spe- Majesty, her heirs or successors, or of any person or persons, body 
^^^ J ^ . ' corporate or politic, other than such as are specially mentioned 
in this act, it not being thereby intended to alter or disturb any incumbrance, charge 
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or liability of any kind other than such as are hereinabove specified, to which thekoBii 
or real property, the tenure whereof shall have been so as aforesaid cammuted, w&jt 
previous to and at the time of commutation, have been subject. 



SCHEDULE. 
Form of the acte or deed of commutation referred to in this act. 

Before us, the undersigned notaries public for that part of the province of Canada 
heretofore Lower Canada, residing at in the said province, came and 

appeared , residing in the , the officer duly appointed for 

the purposes hereinafter mentioned (or the , agent for the fief and seig- 

nioiy of , appertaining to Her Majesty (as the case may be), 

who, on the request to him made by (name, occupation and residence), a party to 
these presents, and appearing also before us the said notaries, to grant him (or them), 
in conformity with the act hereinafter mentioned of the Imperial Parliament, and of 
the act of the legislature of this province, passed in the year of Her 

Majesty's Reign, and intituled (title of this act), a commutation, release and extin- 
guishment of and fi-om the droit de lods et ventes, cens et rentes, and all feudal and 
seigniorial burthens whatsoever to which he (or they) may be subjected in respect of 
a lot of land (or the several lots of land) whereof he is (or they are) proprietor aa/ 
possessor (or proprietors and possessors) situate in the seigniory of , 

and described in the title-deed of him (or them) the said as follows: 

(Take in a description of the lot or lots.) 

The said (lot or lots) appertaining to the said A by whom (it was or they were) ac- 
quired from B by deed, &c., £ind free from arrears of seigniorial dues up to this date 
(or being charged with the sum of «£ for arrears of cens et rentes and /«& ct 

ventes, according to account this day adjusted), by these presents acting for and in the 
name of Her Majesty, pursuant to the aforesaid act of the legislature of this province, 
hath, from this day, for ever acquitted, released and discharged the said (lot or lots) 
of land of and from all droits de lods et ve7ites, cens et rentes, droit de hanaliti de fnozdin, 
de retraity and all the feudal and seigniorial rights whatsoever, to which the said (lot 
or lots) may be subject or liable, so that by these presents the tenure of the said 
(lot or lots) of land is from this day for ever converted into that of free and common 
Boccage, in conformity with the act passed by the parliament of the United Kingdom 
in the third year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled : 
" An act to regulate the trade of the provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, and for 
other purposes relating to the said provinces," and shall never again be held and pos- 
sessed by the said A, (his or their) heirs and assigns under any other tenure what- 
soever. 

The said commutation, release and discharge were thus made and granted for and 
in consideration of the sum of (for instance, one hundred and eight pounds, six shillings 
and ^ght pen((se)-lawfu} canrent money aforegaid, to wit : (eight pooBMls, six shillings 
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:jj{ nxkA eight pence) cun*ent money aforeBaid^ the principal sum representing the sum of 
Bijjj. ten shillings current money aforesaid, the amount of the cew5 ei re?ito payable in res- 
pect of the said lot or lots by virtue of and under the deed of concession, and the sum 
of (one hundred poimds) current money aforesaid, being the proportion due to the 
crown of the sum of (two thousand poimds) current money aforesaid, at which the said 
lot was (or lots were) estimated by private agreement sanctioned by His Excellency 
the governor general (or peraon administering the government of this province for the 
time being), or according to estimate of C. and D., arbitrators chosen by the parties, 
as will appear by their report dated , filed and of record in the office of the 

jMTOthonotary of Her Majesty's court of Queen's Bench for the district of which 

said sum of (one hundred and eight pounds, six shillings and eight pence) was forth- 
with paid, and the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged (or is to remain at a quit 
rent (rente coiistituee rachetable d toujours), redeemable in payments of not less than 
(twenty-five pounds or fifty pounds) each (or is payable at the end of two, three, four, 
&c., years), with legal interest to be paid thereon annually. 

As to the arrears above mentioned, the said A obliges himself (or oblige themselves) 
to pay them (describe the terms of payment) with legal interest or without interest 
(as the case may be). 

For the security of the payment of the said arrears and commutation money to Her 
Majesty, her heirs or successors, reserve is hereby made, without any novation or de- 
rogation whatever, of the same legal recourse, privileges and priority of hypothec as 
Her Majesty, her heirs and successors would have had for any drdt de lods et ventes, 
et cens et renteSy or other rights extinguished by the present conunutation and repre- 
sented by the said sum. 

Done and passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and on the 

day of the month of 

The said having signed with us notaries, these presents being first duly 

read. 



CAP. XLIX. 

An act to amend the act passed in the eighth year of Her Majesty's reign, intituled, 
" An act the better to facilititate Optional Commutation of the tenure of land en 
roture, in the seigniories and fiefs in Lo^wer-Canadaf intotliat of franc-alleu rotu- 



ner." 



[30«fe May, 1849.] 

Preamble. "IMrHEREAS by the law of Lower-Canada, a fine has always been 

' » payable to the sovereign, upon the acquisition, by any religious 
or ecclesiastical community, or other corporate body of any seigniory or fief therein, 
as an indemnity for the losis of the casual profits of such seigniory or fief, in conse- 
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quence of the same beiug thereafter held in mortmain ; and whereas it is neither jrut 
nor expedient that such religious or ecclesiastical community, or other corporate body, 
after ha^'ing paid such fine or indemnity, or after the same having been graciously re- 
mitted to them by Her Majesty or any of her royal predecessors or successors, should 
be liable to pay a fiuther fine or indemnity upon the commutation of the tenure of any 
land held en roticre in any such seigniory or fief; and whereas it is expedient to amend 
Act 8 Vic. c, 42 cit- an act passed in the eighth year of Her Majesty's reign, intituled, 
*^ ' A?i act tlie better to facilitate optional commutaiUm cf the tenure of 

lands en roture, i?i tJie seigyiiorics and fiefs in Lower-Canada, into that o^ fiunc-allen 
roturier, in this particular, and also in so far as the same unnecessarily imposes upon 
the vassals (censitaires) of such religious or ecclesiastical communities or other corpo- 
rate bodies, holding seigniories or fiefs in mortmain in Lower-Canada, conditions and 
restrictions as to the commutation of the tenure of their lands, more onerous than 
those imposed upon the vassals (censitaires) of other seigniories : Be it therefore en- 
acted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the legislative coimcil and of the legislative assembly of the Province of Canada, con- 
stituted and assembled by virtue of and under the authority of an act passed in the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An 
act to re-unite the provinces of Upper and Lower-Canada, and far the govemient of 
Canada, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, that so much of the 
Certain parts of tho said act as requires, or may be construed to require, that any reli- 

Baid acta relatinff to . _ . . _ . ^i ^ t_ j • t 

seipniories and iiofs g^o^^ OT ecclesiastical community, or other corporate body m Low. 
held by religious er-Canada, holdiuff in mortmain seignioiies or fiefe therein, should 

communities and ... ? i /• i • • ^-r • 

corporate bodies re- give in to the receiver-general ot this province any authentic copy 
pealed. ^f g^y notarial agreement executed in virtue of the provisions of 

the said act, or be liable to pay over into the hands of the said receiver-general, any 
portion of the indemnity, commutation money, or consideration received or to be re- 
ceived in pursuance of any such agreement, or incur any penalty or forfeiture for ne- 
glecting or refiising so to do, and also so much of the said act as enacts that the commuta- 
tion of any seigniorial rights held in mortmain shall be accompanied by the same for- 
malities as the alienation of any immoveable property of the same party, and provides 
that such commutation shall be made for an annual rent, and not otherwise, be and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Further provision as H. And be it enacted, that the commutation of any seigniorial 
to commutation of.,,_-. . . ^•t-^i 

seigniorial righu nghts held m mortmain, or by any corporation m Liov^er-Canada, 

held in mortmain. m^y \yQ made vdthout having previously obtained authority for so 
doing, and that no other formality need be observed than such as is required in the 
transfer of real property from one person to another ; and that such commutation may 
be made for any consideration that may be agreed upon ; and that no portion of such 
consideration shall be payable to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors. 
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Ordinance which condemns the Sieur Joseph Amiot, seignior of Vincelotte, to 
cause the boundary lines of the lands which he has promised by location 
tickets to the inhabitants of his seigniory, to be drawn, and to execute in their 
favor deeds of concession, wdthout any other charges but those of annual or 
quit-rents (redevances), and under the condition mentioned in these presents. . 

Act or certificate granted to the Sieur Louis Levrard, seignior of St. Pierre, and 
to Messire Lefebvre, curate of Batiscan, and an ordinance which reunites 
the land of the said Lefebvre to the domain of the said seigniory, inasmuch 
as the mill of the said Levrard is erected thereon, and that cultivation of the 
said land is prejudicial to the said mill 

Concession of a land of 5 arpents, 4 perches in front by 50 arpents in depth, by 
Messieurs de Vaudreuil and Begon, to the vddow Petit (in compliance of a 
decree), in the seigniory of St. Ignace, belonging to the Religious Ladies of 
the Hotel-Dieu of Quebec, by reason of their refusal to give her a grant of 
the same. • 

Ordinance disallowing the. pretensions set up by Jacques Hamelin, seignior of 
Grondines, of preventing Francois Hamelin from building upon a lot of land 
near to the banal mill of the said seigniory < 

Ordinance permitting the Sieur Piet dit Trampe to gather in the crop produced 
by the grain sovni upon his land by the seignior of the fief d'Orvilliers, the 
said Piet dit Trampe paying the cost of the grain sovni with the cost of sow- 
ing, according to the valuation of arbitrators 

Ordinance adjudging one Chanlus to pay to the Sieur L'Espinay the arrears of the 
seigniorial rents of a land abandoned by him 17 years ago, and obliging hi» 
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8on to reside (tenirfeu et lieu) upon the said land as soon as he shall have 
attained his full age, upon pain of re-union to the domain of the seigniory. • . 88 

Ordinance permitting Michel Laliberte, an inhabitant of Bouchard Islands, and 
the Sieur Dejordy, seignior of the said islands, respectively to go to proof 
as to the facts by them alleged touching the oak timber cut by the said 
Laliberte 8^ 

Qrdinan.ce, rejecting and dismissing the opposition made by Nicolas Bissonet to the 
seizure of his moveables ; and ordering that the ordinance of the 4th Sep- 
tember 1720 shall be executed, and that, vnthin fifteen days, he do pay to 
the Dame de Vercheres the arrears of cens et rentes, and condemning him to 
a fine of 60 litres, if he does not comply with the said ordinance 91 

Ordinance condemning Jean Boutin, Pierre Guignard and Guillaume Lemieux, to 
work within a year, to the clearing of their lands ; and allowing a default 
against Antoine Guillemet and the Widow Guignard, they not having ap- 
peared J* 92 

Ordinance obliging Adam and Rivard to settle and continue the clearings upon 
their lands ; condemning the Sieur Levrard, seignior of St. Pierre, to return 
to Massicot and Carignan the rents which he has received during five years 
that he has been in possession of their lands, and to concede, to each of them, 
another land of four arpents by forty, in such part of his unconceded lands as 
they may select and at the same rate of cens et rentes 94 

Ordinance compelling the inhabitants of Longueuil who have a light in the com- 
mon, to contribute one day's work, each year, to clear the addition to the said 
common, made by the Baron de Longueuil, without any other charges.. • • « • 96 

Ordinance prohibiting the Sr. St. Denis, acting for Dame Duchesnay, his mother,, 
and all other seigniors, to exact the rents stipulated in livres tournois, monvuiie 
de France, otherwise than after a reduction of a quarter ; and condemning 
those who have received them in full, to return the difference, or carry it to 
the credit of those concerned 97 

Ordinance which sets aside and dismisses the pretensions of the Srs. Marcot aijd 
Chastenay to arrogate to themselves the right of fishing in front of their land, 
reserved by Mr. Robineau, seignior of Portneuf, and which permits the Sieur 
de Croisille, son in law of the Sieur Robineau, to farm the said right to them, 
at the irate of four hogsheads (bariqiiies) of eels per annuir\ • ^ 9Q; 

Ordinance which condemns the Sieur Gachet, agent for the seignior de la Duran- 
taye, to cause the lands of the inhabitants of the said seigniory to be bounded 
without delay, and which suspends the payment of the rents until boundaries 
shall have been placed, &c., &c • IdX 

Ordinance condemning the Sieur Pierre Tremblay to concede to the Sieur Gontipr 
12 arpents of land in front by 40 arpents in depth, upon the condition that he 
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do pay the arrears of rent at the rate of 6 livres currency of the country, or 4 
livres 10 sols currency of France, and 6 capons or 4 livres^ 10 sols and 9 de- 
fliers of cens per arpent, each year, and to give him a deed of concession 
thereof* * ••••••• Itf 

Ordinance compelling the Sieur Beaudoin to clear, for the Widow Beaudoin, his 
sister in law, as much land upon the new grant to her made, as there is on 
the lot cut off from her farm by the seignior ofRepentigny, and of which the 
said Beaudoin was in possession 103 

Ordinance between the Sieur Gastin and the Sieurs Peyre and Becquet, respect- 
ing the cod fishery in the River de la Magdelaine, in the Grande- Vallee-des- 
Monts-Notre-Dame and at L'Anse a TEtang, leased to the Sieur Grastin alone, 
by Messieurs Sarrazin and Lajus 104 

Ordinance maintaining the Sieur Gosselin in the possession of the domain of Mon- 
Louis, in preference to all others ; and prohibiting the Sieur de la Coudraye 
to disturb him therein, on pain of a fine of one hundred livres applicable to 
the Hotel-Dieu 110 

Ordinance reuniting to the domain of the Sieur de Varennes the land of one La- 
palme, and condemning the said seignior to indemnify the said Lapalme, for 
the work by him done on the said land, to be estimated by experts, and pro- 
hibiting the said Lapalme to distm-b the said Sieur de Varennes in the en- 
joyment of the.said land. Ill 

Ordinance prohibiting all seigniors and all inhabitants, carters, carpenters, wheel- 
wrights, coopers, joiners, gunsmiths and other tradesmen, to cut, fell and 
carry away any wood upon and from the lands and seigniories of others, on 
pain of a fine of 100 livres against the contravening party, and of corporal pu- 
nishment against those who shall not have it in their power to repair the 
damages by them occasioned • • IK 

Ordinance which reunites to the domain of the Sieur Levrard the lands of several 
inhabitants therein named, in consequence of their not having actually settled 
and resided thereon ; and which permits him to grant the" said lands to others ; 
and moreover, condemning the said inhabitants to pay to the said Sieur Le- 
vrard, the i:osts and expenses, by him incurred in the premises, &g., &c.-. 11 

C)rdinance made between the Sieur de Rigauville seignior of Bellechasse and his 
tenants, who are condemned to pay their cens et rentes conformably to their 
deeds, instead of paying them with a deduction of one quarter as they pretend, 
in consequence of the reduction of the monnaie de cartes 12 

Ordinance by which Timothy Parre, Prisque Poulin and Etienne Morel are con- 
demned, by default, to pay to the Sieur de Rigauville the arrears of cens et 
rentes they owe, and to a seigniorial fine of five sols 12 
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►rdinance which confirms another ordinance of Mr. Raudot relating to the boun- 
dary lines of the seigniory of Ste. Anne ; which orders that the island called 
St. Ignace, and all the other islands, in front of the said seigniory, shall belong 
to the Sieur de la Perade, and which condemns the Sieur Dorvilliers, the pro- 
prietor of part of the said seigniory, to pay the cens et renteSy for the lands he 
owns in the said Island of St. Ignace, to the said Sieur de la Parade, and 
to take a deed of concession, &c., &c 130 

Ordinance which maintains as good and valid the seizure of the grain of the cu- 
rate and inhabitants of Ste. Anne (de la Perade) in the hands of the miller 
of St. Pierre (des Becquets), and which forbids them to take their grain to 
any other mill than that of the seigniory of Ste. Anne, on pain of confiscation 
of the same and of the payment of a fine, and of payng toll, droit de nwuture^ 
and which condemns them to the costs of seizure, summons and travelling, 
and to a fine - 133 

Judgment lendered upon the complaint of the inhabitants of Grondines, ordering 
that the wind mill of the said parish of Grondines, be examined by men of 
skill, and which names Messrs. Protean and Perrault to fulfil that duty 137 

Ordinance which reunites to the domain of the seigniory of the Sieur Charles Le- 
gardeur, called Portneuf, the farm of Robert Germain, by reason of his not 
residing upon it, in conformity with the decree of the Council of State of the 
11th July 1711, and which permits the said seignior to concede it to whom 
he may please, and which forbids all persons from opposing his being put in 
possession thereof. •.••••• •• 138 

Ordinance prohibiting the Sieur Hamelin, seignior of St. Charles-des-Rochcs des 
Grondines, from disturbing the Sieur Nicolas Rivard, inhabitant of his 
seigniory, in the possession and enjoyment of a farm which he has sold to 
him, on account of the right of fishing, under pain of all costs, damages 
and interests • 140 

Execution against one Brisson, miller of the seigniory of St. Pierre, condemning 
him to a fine of five livres, with costs and expenses, for having refused to 
obey the ordinance of the 10th July last, enjoining him to return to the Sic^ur 
de la Perade the grain and flour seized in his possession, belonging to the 
curate and inhabitants of the seigniory of St. Anne (Laperade) 142 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons from molesting the Sieur Sarrazin and his asso- 
ciates, as well in respect of the working of a quarry of slate, as in respect of 
the cod fisheries in his seigniory 143 

Ordinance which declares that the inhabitants of the seigniory of Bellechasse 
have lost their lands, and that the said lands shall be re-united to the domain 
of the said seigniory, unless they reside on the same within the time pres- 
cribed by the said ordinance, and which orders that the said ordinance be 
read at the door of the church of the said seigniory • 144 
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Ordinance by which Louis Durand and Nicolas Huyot dit St. Laurent, and others, 
inhabitants of the seigniory of Tilly, are declared to have forfeited their pro- 
perties, and the same re-united to the domain of the said seigniory, in default 
of their residing upon the same within the delay prescribed and which or- 
ders the reading of the said ordinance at the church door of the said sei- 
gmory ••••• •••••••••••••••• 145 

Ordinance obliging the Widow and heirs Gonthier, and other inhabitants, to take 
titles from the Sieur Tremblay, seignior of Eboulements, subject to the same 
charges as those mentioned in the ordinance of Monsieur Begon of the 18th 
of April 1713, and set forth in the said ordinance, under penalty of re^union 
to the domain of the said seignior * 147 

Ordinance confirming a former ordinance of Mr. Begon of the 25th July 1723, pro- 
hibiting the Sieurs Marcot and Chastcnay, inhabitants of the barony of Port- 
neuf, from molesting the Sieur Croisille, seignior and proprietor of the same, 
in the enjoyment of the right of fishing which he has in front of their lands, 
under penalty of a fine of five livres, with damages, interest and costs 148 

Ordinance which, upon the representation of the seigniors of Isle Jesus, adjuges 
that their tenants shall pay their rents in live capons, or twenty sols for each 
capon, at the option of the said seigniors and not of the said tenants 149 

Ordinance confirming the ordinances of Messrs. Raudot, the elder and the younger, 
of the 26th June 1707 and 11th June 1709, homologating the report of Mr. 
Raimbault, and enjoining Jean Lamoureux and others, inhabitants of the sei- 
gniory of Boucherville, to fence in the conmion, under penalty of a fine of ten 
livres against contravening parties 150 

Ordinance requiring all the inhabitants of the seigniories of Boucherville and of 
Montarville, to exhibit, within three months from the date of the last publi- 
cation, to the Sieur Boucher, their seignior, the location tickets and deeds of 
concession of the lands in their possession in the said seigniories, and those 
who have none to take them within the same period. 151 

Ordinance condemning Etienne Dumay, Jean Lesueur and Baptiste Poirier to 
pay to Nicolas Boucher, priest, and Demoiselle Louise Boucher, his sister, 
the ce?zs et rentes of the lands conceded to them by way of constituts, together 
with the arrears thereof up to this day 152 

Ordinance enjoining the inhabitants of the seigniory ofBeloeil and barony of 
Longueuil, to exhibit, within three months from the last publication of the 
ordinance, to Charles Lemoine, baron of Longueuil, their seignior, the 
location tickets and deeds of concession of the lands they hold in the said 
Feigniory and barony, and those who have none to take them within the same 
delay 152 
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Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of the seigniories of the Dame de Thiersan, 
fi-om cutting wood or tapping the maple tree upon the said seigniories, without 
her leave, under a penalty of twenty Iwrcs against the offenders to be paid 
to the fabrique of the parish of Masca • . • . 153 

Ordinance allowing the Sieur Jean Louis de Lacome to have the land of the 
heirs of the late Antoine Emery Caudere sold to the highest and last bidder, 
inasmuch as they do UQt put it under cultivation.. 154 

Ordinance which, upon the complaint of the Dame de Ramezay, prohibits the 
inhabitants of Saurel fi*om sending their grain to be ground elswhere than at 
her mill, until they shall have waited forty-eight hours at her said mill, under 
penalty of a fine of 10 livres to be paid to the fabrique 155 

Ordinance allowing the Sieur Louis Lepage, of Ste. Claire, seignior of Terrebonne 
(representing the Sieur Daulier Deslandes), to continue his settlements to 
the depth of two leagues beyond the depth of his said seigniory, to take out 
timber and make such roads as may become necessary for the taking out of 
the same, v^ith prohibition to all persons to trouble him 155 

Ordinance which, upon the representation of the Sieur J. Bte. Boucher, seignior 
of Chambly, enjoins 39 inhabitants of the said seigniory to reside (tenirfeu 
et lieu) upon the lands conceded to them in the said seignioiy, and to culti- 
vate them within 8 months, afler which time they will be re-united to the 
domain of the said seigniory- . . * 157 

Ordinance condemning, by default, G-odin, Lefevre, Francois and Jean Le Ro- 
cher and Vesines, inhabitants of Neuville, to carry their giain to be groimd 
to the mills of the said seigniory, and to pay the toll of the grain they may 
have had ground elsewhere within the last 2 years, according to estimation, 
and prohibiting them from thenceforth carrying their grain to be gronnd else- 
where, under penalty of a fine of 10 livres and of paying toll {droit de mouture) 
upon such grain. • . t b 158 

Ordinance allo\ving the inhabitants of St. Michel de la Durantaye to build a mill 
to grind their grain, in default of the Sieur Dauteuil, agent of the said place, 
immediately making the necessary repairs to the old mill 159 

Ordinance condemning the inhabitants of Port-Joly to pay the arrears oicen& et 
renter since 1725, and a capon in kind or in money, according to the choice 
of the Sieur De Gaspe, seignior of the said Port-Joly, for each acre, accord- 
ing to their location tickets or deeds of concession, and ordaining that all the 
inhabitants who have no deeds, shall be bound to obtain such deeds, and 
furnish copies to the seignior. . ^ 160 

Ordinance which reunites to the domain of the Sieur de Rigauville, seignior of 
Bellechasse, the lands of several inhabitants, for having neglected to reside 
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upon the lands conceded to tbem, within the time 'prescribed by the ordij 
nance which had granted them a delay of 9 months to do so 162 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons from shooting upon the islands called " Isles- 
aux-Oies, aux Grues, au Canot, Ste. Marguerite and Grosse-Isle," on 
pain of a fine of 10 livres, and of confiscation of their arms and canoes to the 
profit of the Sieur de Tonville, seignior of the said islands 163 

Ordinance prohibiting any person from shooting and fishing upon the property of 
the Sieur de Senneville in the island called St. Paul, under a penalty of 10 
livres payable to the General Hospital of Montreal, and on pain of confiscation 
of their arms and fishing tackle to the profit of the said Sieur de Senneville. . 164 

Judgment granting a certain right of fishing to the widow Vachon, provided it be 
not prejudicial to the seignior, and condemning her to pay two thirds of the 
expenses, and NoSl Giroux to pay the other third 164 

Permission granted to the Sieurs Le Page and De Bleury, to cause to be cut down 
upon several seigniories 2000 cubic feet of oak timber, to build a ship of 500 
tons for the King's service ••.•• 165 

Ordinance which maintains the Sieur de St. Francois in the enjoyment of the right 
granted to him, and his predecessors, by deeds dated the 20th April 1662, and 
28th October 1678, and which j^rohibits any person from fishing within 
the limits of his lands, islands and beaches, the islands called " lies Percees," 
and those in the chanel called " Chenal du Moine," &c., on pain of 10 livres 
fine against the contravening parties, and of confiscation of their nets, canoes 
and other fishing implements. •• • 166 

Ordinance which establishes the limits of the right of fishing of tjie Sieur Crevier, 
seignior of St. Francois, and which gives permission to his inhabitants to 
agree with him for an annual rent for the privilege of fishing within the said 
limits ••• 171 

Ordinance enjoining the Sieur Savarit to place a regular miller in his mill, to keep 
scales and stamped weights therein, and allowing the inhabitants to carry 
their grain to be gi'ound elsewhere, after leaving it at the said mill for twice 
twenty-four hours, &c 172 

Ordinance condemning the inhabitants of Portneuf to ftunish to the Sieur Charles 
Le Gardeur de Croisille, copies of their deeds of concession within a month, 
and those who have none, to take them within the same delay, and also 
furnish copies, under the terms therein contained, and condemning them 
also to pay the arrears of cens et rentes, according to the old deeds, the corvees 
being only demandable for the cinrent year 174 

Ordinance prohibiting the Sieur Joseph Roy from receiving the inhabitants of the 
siBigniory of Beaumont at the mill built by him in the seigniory of the Dame 
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de Vincennes, unless they have permission in writing from the Sieur de 
Beaumont, under a penalty of 10 livres, and enjoining the said Sieur de Beau- 
mont to put his mill in a condition to make good flour, and have scales in it. 175 

Ordinance prohibiting all the inhabitants from cutting down and carrying away 
any wood for their own use, upon the unconceded lands of the seigniory of 
Beaumont and Vincennes, other than the quantity necessary for the biiilding 
of the church of St. Etienne de Beaumont. 177 

Ordinance granting to the Dame widow Poisson, proprietress of thefief ofGrentilly, 

a delay of 2 years to build a banal mill in the said iief. 178 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants living near the farm of Michel Billy, at Gen- 
tilly, and other persons, from fishing in front of the said farm, upon penalty, 
against the offenders, of all costs, damages and interests, and of a greater 
penalty, if it be found necessary 179 

Ordinance declaring the offers made by Pierre Lanouette to Mr. de la Parade, 
seignior of Ste. Anne, good and valid, and in default of the said seignior ac- 
cepting the locls et ventes, arrears of ce?ts et rentes offered, the said Lanouette 
well and duly discharged therefrom, and the present ordinance to be a titre- 
nouvel and seizin to him 179 

Ordinance condemning the inhabitants of the seigniory of Ste. Anne to pay to the 
Sieur Dauteuil the cens et rentes and lods et ventes they owe him within one 
month from the signification of these presents, and condemning those inte- 
rested in the porpoise fisheries established in the said seigniory, to give him 
the tenth part of the oil produced from the said fisheries, under penalty, &c. • 181 

Ordinance dismissing the petition of the Sieur Francois Antoine Pecaudy de Con- 
trecoeur, seignior of part of the seigniory d'Eschaillons, and maintaining the 
Sieur Francois Courtois in the possession and enjoyment of the land con- 
ceded to him, under the terms, cens et rentes and stipulated in his deed of the 
7th January 1724 182 

Ordinance dismissing the conclusions of the petition of the Sieur Francois Gos- 
selin, and maintaining the Sieur Pierre Neau dit Bernard in the possession 
and enjoyment of a fishery he had reserved to himself in the deed of sale of 
his land in favor of the said Gosselin 185 

Ordinance granting to the Sieur Jean Des Roches, an inhabitant of Demaure, a 
delay of 8 days to produce the title of his land, and in default of his doing so 
within the said delay, condemning him to pay one year of aiTears due by 
him, at the rate of 1 sol for each arpent in superficies, and 1 capon for each 
arpent in front by 30 in depth, &c • • • • 187 

Ordinance homologating the report of the Sieur Boiscler, grand- voyer, and order- 
ing Pierre, Jean and -Andr^ Robitaille, and other inhabitants, to take from 
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Miss Peuvret" their deeds of concession of the lands granted to them in the 
seigniory of Gaudarville^ subject to the cens et rentes ordered by His Ma- 
jesty, to wit : 1 sol ofcens for each arpent in front, and 1 sol of rente for each 
arpent in superficies, and 1 capon or 20 sols, according to the choice of the 
said Miss Peuvret, for each arpent in front IBS 

Ordinance prohibiting all persons from hunting, or cutting and carrying away 
wood and hay from Tlsle-aux-Oies, belonging to the Reli^ous Ladies of the 
Hotel-Dieu of Quebec, under pzun of a fine of 10 livres, and of a heavier pe- 
nalty for the second offence. . • 190 

Ordinance enjoining the Sieur Charles Couillard, seignior of Beaumont, upon a 
report of experts, immediately to place in the mill of the said seigniory a 
miller skilful in his trade, and until that time, allowing the inhabitants to 
take their grain to be ground where they please. . . . • ••.•..••.. 191 

Decree touching the contestations between the proprietors of the Mingan Islands 
and the inhabitants on the mainland, opposite the said islands 192 

Ordinance prohibiting the proprietors of the seignioiies of the Lac des Deux- 
Montagnes, Tlsle Bizard, and others in the neigbourhood, from cutting down 
the oak timber fit for the building of the King's ships, upon the said seignio- 
ries, under pain of a fine of 10 livres for each oak tree they may have cut. . 194 

Ordinance for the preservation of red pine trees (fit for the mast of His Majesty's 
vessels), growing in the neigborhood of Lake Champlain and on the banks of 
the river Richelieu, in the seigniory of Sorel, and prohibiting the cutting of 
any such trees, under a penalty of 50 livres for each tree so cut, and of 
double that sum in the case of a second offence 195 

Ordinance which, upon the petition of the missionaries and tenants of the seig- 
niory of Contrecoeur, grants act to the Sieur de Contrecoeur, the younger, 
co-seignior, of his offer, and permits him to erect a grist-mill in the said 
seigniory, the right of hanalite, in all the said seigniory, having been trans- 
ferred to him by all the other co-seigniors •.••••.••••.••••• 19( 

Ordinance forbidding the inhabitants of Beauport to pass on the domain of the 
Sieur Duchesnay, under a penalty of 3 livi'es, and ordering them to pass 
through the old road, without, however, cutting or carrying away any wood 
upon the lands on either side, on pain of the penalty established by law. ... 19! 

Ordinance condemning all the inhabitants of the seigniory of Argentenay to have 
their grain ground at the mill of the said seigniory, under a penalty of 10 
livres against the contravening parties, the said penalty payable to the fa- 
brique of St. Fran9ois, and also condemning several inhabitants, therein 
named, to pay to the Sieur Jolin, miller, toll (mouture) for the space of time 
during which they have abstained from having their wheat ground at the said 
mill, the said toll to be paid either in wheat or in money, at their option. . . 20 
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Order given to No6l Langlois dit Traversy and Pierre Abraham dit Desmarets, 
to go to the head of the River St. Francois, for the purpose of examining the 
the timber fit for the building of vessels and masts ; and to make a written 
report thereon 202 

Second regulation between the proprietors of the Mingan Islands and the grantees 

on the mainland, opposite the said islands 203 

Ordinance annulling another ordinance in the form of a regulation, of the month 
of September 1739, and which puts an end to the difficulties and contesta- 
tions which have arisen between Dame Widow Pommereau, one of the heirs 
Joliette and Lalande, proprietors of the Mingan Islands... 204 

Judgment rendered between the Sieurs Gourdeaux, proprietors of the fiefs Beau- 
lieu and Lagrossardiere, in the Island of Orleans, and the Sieur No6l, an 
inhabitant, proprietor of several lands in the said fief; and condemning the 
latter to pay to the said Gourdeaux, twenty-one years of arrears of cens et 
rentes, with a deduction of one fourth, as therein specified, and to renew his 
deed and acknowledgment, passer titre nouvel et reconnaissance, in favor of 
the said Gourdeaux ••.•••• ••••• ••••• 206 

Ordinance condemning the Sieur Etienne Charest to build a grist mill upon the 
River Etchemin, at the village Ste. Genevieve, in the seigniory of Lauzon, 
and obliging the Sieur Charly to contribute to the cost of it according to the 
share belonging to his minor children, co-heirs of the said seigniory. ••.•••• 219 

Ordinance which maintains Augustin Roy dit Lauziers, an inhabitant of Ste. Anne 
de la Pocati^re, in the possession and enjoyment of his porpoise fishery, under 
the charges, clauses and conditions contained in the deed of agreement be- 
tween him and the Sieur Dauteuil, seignior of a part of the said seigniory, and 
which prohibits one Antoine Gagnon and others, from disturbing him in the 
possession of the said fishery, &c.... ••••••••••••••••••• • 221 

Ordinance compelling the Sieur Courthiau, acting for Dlle Lestage, proprietress 
of the seigniory of Berthier, to grant a title to the fabrique of the parish 
of Berthier, of a lot of land given by Madame de Villemur, according to 
a location ticket of the 3rd November 1740, without any charge, save and 
except in the event of the said lot passing into the hands of third parties, 
in which case such third parties shall be held to pay to the seignior one 
sol of rent by each arpent in superficies, three capons for the whole of the 
grant, and two sols of cens 223 

Ordinance permitting the inhabitants of Cap St. Ignace to pay the rents which they 
owe to the Sieur de Vincelotte, in the current coin of the country, with a re- 
duction of one quarter, and which orders that they shall furnish fat live capons, 
or the sum of 22 soh 6 deniers in money for each, as they may choose 226 
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Ordinance commanding the inhabitants of the Cdte Beaupr^ to exhibit to their 
seigniors the titles of ownership to the landd held by them, and ordering each 
of the said inhabitants to furnish to their said seigniors a copy in due form 
of each of the said titles, under a penalty of ten livrcs against those who may 
refuse, &c. &c • ••.••••••• • 23 

Ordinance disifdssing the demand of the Sieurs Dup^re et Le Bel, against one 
Francois Lev^que of Kamouraska, by which they pretend that the fishery 
of the said L^v6que extends too far out, that it might cause disastrous 
accidents to small vessels and boats, and that it is prejudicial to his 
neighbours 229 

Ordinance enjoining the inhabitants of the county of St. Laurent to exhibit to 
Messire Gaillard, priest and seignior of the Island and county of Orleans, 
their title-deeds to the lands held by them in the said seigniory, and ordering 
them to give their said seignior a copy of the same at their own cost, imder 
penalty of a fine of ten livres against those who may refuse. • • • • 231 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of St. Augustin to fish anywhere else but in 
front of their lands, and not to meet together in the meadows of the domain 
of the poor, along the River Cap-Rouge, nor to make fires there and break 
the fences, on pain of 50 livres fine, payable to the fabrique of St. An- 
gustin ••••••••••••• ••••••••••• •••••• ••••232 

Ordinance which, at the request of the inhabitants of Beaupr^, liberates them 
firom the obligation of procuring to their seigniors copies of their titles of 
property, or an abstract thereof, &c • 23 

Ordinance which maintains Seraphim Desrochers in the possession and enjoy- 
ment of two lands in the seigniory of Sorel, of three arpents in front by 
twenty arpents in depth, charged with a rent of 4 livres and 10 snls each, 
granted to him by location tickets, in opposition to the pretensions of Mr. 
de la Colonnerie, the agent of the said seigniory, who wanted to have tliem 
reunited to the domain of the heirs Ramezay, proprietors of the said sei- 
gniory, &c.... 2 

Ordinance prohibiting the heirs Graillard, the Sieur Jehanne and others, pretend- 
ing to be proprietors of the fiefe Miramichi, Nipissiguit and Ristigouche, in 
the Bale des Chaleurs, from exacting dues and seigniorial cens et rentes from 
fishermen and others, inhabitants of the said places, on pain of being con- 
sidered guilty of extortion and under a penalty of 500 livres, payable to 
the Hospitals of Quebec 2 

Ordinance maintaining the Sieur Jean-Baptiste Dimiont in the possession and en- 
joyment of a land he has acquired from Louis Lozi^res, the proprietor there- 
of, by virtue of a location ticket from the Sieur Dauteuil, seignior of the fief 
La Pocati^re, upon the condition of his taking an authentic deed of conces- 
sion at his own expense) paying the arrears oicenset rentes, &c.. •••••••••• ! 
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rdinance which permits the Sieur Labrouche, of GasptS, to take possession of the 
beach which is situate at the extremity of Pointe Verte, and to enjoy the 
same himself, and not otherwise • •••••• • 238 

rohibition adressed to Jean Barre, of Poirite Verte, and others, forbidding them 
to exact any seigniorial rights and dues from the inhabitants of Pasbebiak, 
and the ships coming from France • • • • • • 239 

Ordinance resiliating the concession of the building lot of Amable Beaudry, in 
the parish of St. Charles de Chambly, granted to him by the Sieur Joseph 
Marchand, seignior of the said place, and condemning the said Sieur Mar- 
chand to 200 livres damages in favor of the said Amable Beaudry, with 
interest and costs 239 

rdinance declaring a wind mill built in the seigniory of ContrecoBur,by the Sieur 
Claude Pecaudy de ContrecoBur, to be a banal mill, in virtue of the ordinance 
of the I3th February 1742, and prohibiting the Sieur Martel, proprietor of 
the fief St. Antoine in the said seigniory, to receive at his mill any wheat be- 
longing to the inhabitants, either of the said seigniory or of the said fief, and 
even to grind that coming from his own domain for the subsistence of his 
family and servants 241 

rdinance fixing the ceyis et rentes^ in the town and suburbs of Quebec, at 5 sols, 
6 deniers a year, for each lot of ground, and 1 denier ofcens for each arpent 
in superficies, within the banlieue 245 

etters patent cancelling all the grants made by the Sieur de la Mothe Cadillac, 
at the straits of Lake Eri^, and allowing the governor and lieutenant-general 
to give new grants to those who have enjoyed in good faith, and have con- 
formed to the conditions to which they were obliged 246 

etter of His Majesty Louis, King of France, of the 16th of April 1719, addressed 
to the Superior Coxmcil at Quebec, in relation to the banaliti of the mill of 
the seigniory of Vincelotte (Cap St. Ignace.) 247 

eliberation of the Superior Council by which it appears that the mills, whether 
they be water-mills or wind-mills, which seigniors have built, shall be con- 
sidered as seigniorial or banal mills 248 

eclaration uf the King, of the 25th March 1730, explanatory of a former decla- 
ration of the 5th July 1717, in relation to the ce?ts et rentes, and other debts 
and dues 249 

ecree of the King's Council of the 4th Jxme 1686, ordering all the seigniors, 
proprietors of Fiefs in New France, to erect banal mills in their fie&, and in 
default of their so doing, permitting all individuals to build any such mills, 
. and granting them the right oibanaliU. • 251 
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Ordinance enjoining the inhabitants of the county of St. Laurent to exhibit to 
Messire Gaillard, priest and seignior of the Island and coimty of Orleans, 
their title-deeds to the lands held by them in the said seigniory, and ordering 
them to give their said seignior a copy of the same at their own cost, imder 
penalty of a fine of ten livres against those who may refuse • • • • 231 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of St. Augustin to fish anywhere else but in 
front of their Jands, and not to meet together in the meadows of the domain 
of the poor, along the River Cap-Rouge, nor to make fires there and break 
the fences, on pain of 50 livres fine, payable to the fabrique of St. An- 
gustin 2^ 

Ordinance which, at the request of the inhabitants of Beaupr^, liberates them 
fi:om the obligation of procuring to their seigniors copies of their titles of 
property, or an abstract thereof, &c 23i 

Ordinance which maintains Seraphim Desrochers in the possession and enjoy- 
ment of two lands in the seigniory of Sorel, of three arpents in front by 
twenty arpents in depth, charged with a rent of 4 livres and 10 sols each, 
granted to him by location tickets, in opposition to the pretensions of Mr. 
de la Colonnerie, the agent of the said seigniory, who wanted to have tliem 
reunited to the domain of the heirs Ramezay, proprietors of the said sei- 
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Ordinance prohibiting the heirs Graillard, the Sieur J^hanne and others, pretend- 
ing to be proprietors of the fiefe Miramichi, Nipissiguit and Ristigouche, in 
the Baie des Chaleurs, from exacting dues and seigniorial cens et rentes from 
fishermen and others, inhabitants of the said places, on pain of being con- 
sidered guilty of extortion and under a penalty of 500 livres, payable to 
the Hospitals of Quebec 2 

Ordinance maintaining the Sieur Jean-Baptiste Dumont in the possession and en- 
joyment of a land he has acquired from Louis Lozi^res, the proprietor there- 
of, by virtue of a location ticket from the Sieur Dauteuil, seignior of the fief 
La Pocati^re, upon the condition of his taking an authentic deed of conces- 
sion at his own expense) paying the arrears oicenset rentes, &c.. • • • • • i 
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Ordinance resiliating the concession of the building lot of Amable Beaudry, in 
the parish of St. Charles de Chambly, granted to him by the Sieur Joseph 
Marchand, seignior of the said place, and condemning the said Sieur Mar- 
chand to 200 livres damages in favor of the said Amable Beaudry, with 
interest and costs 239 

Ordinance declaring a wind mill built in the seigniory of ContrecoBur,by the Sieur 
Claude Pecaudy de Contrecoeur, to be a banal mill, in virtue of the ordinance 
of the I3th February 1742, and prohibiting the Sieur Martel, proprietor of 
the fief St. Antoine in the said seigniory, to receive at his mill any wheat be- 
longing to the inliabitants, either of the said seigniory or of the said fief, and 
even to grind that coming from his own domain for the subsistence of his 
family and servants 241 

Ordinance fixing the ce?is et rentes, in the town and suburbs of Quebec, at 5 sols, 
6 denier s a year, for each lot of ground, and 1 denier oicens for each arpent 
in superficies, within the hanlieue 245 

Letters patent cancelling all the grants made by the Sieur de la Mothe Cadillac, 
at the straits of Lake Eri^, and allowing the governor and lieutenant-general 
to give new grants to those who have enjoyed in good faith, and have con- 
formed to the conditions to which they were obliged 246 

Letter of His Majesty Louis, King of France, of the 16th of April 1719, addressed 
to the Superior Coimcil at Quebec, in relation to the hanaliti of the mill of 
the seigniory of Vincelotte (Cap St. Ignace.) 247 

Deliberation of the Superior Council by which it appears that the mills, whether 
they be water-mills or v^nd-mills, which seigniors have built, shall be con- 
sidered as seigniorial or banal mills 248 

Declaration of the King, of the 25th March 1730, explanatory of a former decla- 
ration of the 5th July 1717, in relation to the cens et rentes, and other debts 
and dues 249 
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Decree of the King's Council of the 4th June 1686, ordering all the seigniors, 
proprietors ofFiefe in New France, to erect banal mills in their fiefe, and in 
default of their so doing, permitting all individuals to build any such mills, 
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Decree of the King's Council, requiring seigniors to make their tenants reside 
upon their seigniories, and prohibiting them from selling wood lands, (terres 
en bois dehout) of the 45th March 1732, Cons. Sup. Reg. G, folio 20 ^ 

Declaration of the King concerning concessions in the Colonies 2S 

Opinion of three eminent lawyers in the Parliament of Paris, as to the legality of 
certain clauses and conditions contained in seigniorial titles, duly registered 
at Quebec, the 28th August 1782 256 

Erection of the land and seigniory of Longueuil into a barony 262 

Ratification of a concession in favor of the Sieur de Longueuil. — Registered in the 
office of the registrar the 31st March 1766, at 6 o'clock P. M 265 

Ratification in favor of Mde. de Soulange of a grant made to the late Sieur Pierre 
Jacques Marie Joibert de Soulange, her husband, on the 12th October 1702, 
of an extent of land situate at the Cascades • 266 

Decree which confirms the concessions made by Monsieur the governor and Mon- 
seigneur the intendant, to several persons, therein named, from the 12th Oct. 
1676 to the 5th September 1679 2G7 

Decree of the Council of State confirming the concessions made by the governor 
and intendant to several persons therein named, from the 4th January 1682 
to the 17th September 1683, inclusive r 269 

Decree creating a royal couit at Montreal 270 

Decree of the King directing that the lands whi^ch have been conceded, be brought 
into cultivation and occupied by the inhabitants — 1711, 272 

Decree of the King which declares against the settlers a forfeiture of the right of 
property in the lands which have been conceded to them, if they do not bring 
them into a state of cultivation by residing thereon (en y tenant feu et lieu) 
within a year and a day from the publication of the said decree, of the 6th 
July 1711 , 273 

Letters patent in the form of an edict concerning the jurisdiction of the Island of 
Montreal and the C6te St. Sulpice, of the month of July 1714 274 

Ordinance re-uniting the lands of the individuals therein named, to the domain of 
the Sieur Boucher de Nivendlle, in virtue of the ordinance of the 24th July 
17 3 Q, which binds them to reside (tenirfeu et lieu) upon the said lands, and 
in order to prevent frauds, forbids them, as well as others, to sell, assign or 
exchange their lands. — Dated the 27th July 1732 279 

Ordinance prohibiting the inhabitants of Grande- Anse from laying fisheries to 
catch herring aiid salmon in front of the fief St. Denis, inasmuch as the pro- 
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prietors are about establishing a fishery to catch porpoise, on pain of all 
damages against the contravening parties. • • • • • ^ S80 

Ordinance which condemns Danle widow Pommiereau to pay to the Sr. de Lafon- 
taine, in his quaHties, the sum of 1808 llvres, 13 sols and 9 deniers for half of 
the rents due by her for the Islands of Mingan, which she occupies, provided 
the Sieurs L"alande aiid Jolliet give her a concession of the isles, islets and 
beaches (battures) in. front of her concession on the mainland- •.•••••••..• 281 

Clauses and conditions in the grants of lands, rights and reservations, contained in 
in the concessions, in favor of the King ; and charges in the grants of such 
concessions ••.•••••••..••.••• •••••••.•••• 280 

Form of a grant or concession from a seignior to an inhabitant •••••••• 287 

Explanation of the means enrployed by the seigniors of Canada, in the time of the 
French Government, to re-unite to their domains the farms of such of their 
tenants as neglected to cultivate them, according to the conditions contained 
in their deeds of concession. ••••.•••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 288 

Grant to Charles, Marquis of Beauhamois, and to Claude de Beauhamois de 
Beaumont, of 6 leagues in front by 6 leagues in depth, of the place called 
*' Villechauve " (Beauhamois), adjoining the seigniory of Chateaugu^ 289^ 

Act to regulate the trade of rfie provinces of Lower and Upper t^azraday and for 

other purposes relating to the said pf bVinces ; ; 290* 

An act to pro\dde for the extinction of feudal and seigniorial rights and burthens; 
on lands held d litre de^ef and d titre de cens, in the province of Lower Ca- 
nada, and for the gradual conversion of these tenures into the tenure of fre^ 
and common soccage ; and for other purposes relat&ig to the said province. • 291 

Proclamation.— -Dafliousiiei governor. • • • • •* ^ 30tf 

An act the better to facilitate optional commutation of the temfriBi of lands ejir^urCf 

in the seigniories and fiefs in Lo\^er Canada, into that of/ranc-aleu roturier.,. 20i 

An act to facilitate comlnutatiottof the tenure of lands en roture, m the Qtteen's 
domain, into that of free and common soccage, and to avoid the unnecessary 
delays and e^pebse heretofore incident to subh commutation^* •••¥••••••• 312 

Form- of tihe aicte or deed of coimnUtation referred to in the aforesaid act* •••«•• Sid' 

An act to amend the act passed in the eighth year of Her Majesty's reign, iph 
tituled : ** An act the better to facilitate optional conmiutation of the tenuis 
of land en roture^ in the seigniories and fiefs in Lower Caifada, into that of 
franc-aieu roturier ^ • • • « •••••••••••••• ^« ••••• r ••#•• • 319^ 



i 






1 1 






■:.y- 



' .■■■• *■■ 







